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The   L  I  F  E   of 

S-l>  M  U  N  D     S  P  E  N  8  E  R. 

S 'the  Kitgn  of  Queen  ^zahth  is  one  of  the 
m'oll  (hining  parts  of  our  hiftory>  and  an  sge  of 

b  which  EngUJbmen  are  accuftomed  to  fpeak  with 
a  particular  pride  and  delight;  it  is  remarkable  fbr 
hariog  been  fruitful  in  eminent  genius's  of  very  difierent 
kinds.  Among  the  Remans  the  age  of  Augi^ui  is  ob- 
fenred  to  have  produced  the  fineft  Wits,  but  the  pre 
ceding  one  the  greateft  men.  But  this  was  a  period  of 
time  diftinguilhed  for  both;  and  by  a  wonderful 
conjuo&ion,  we  find  learning  and  arms,  wifdom  aod 
polite  arts  ari5ag  to  the  greateft  heights  together.  ■ 
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\ni^\w^y^^M^^^  the 

mofl:  emtieiifr' of  our^  f^ts  tfil  that  ti^^  xaAst^  wc^ 
except  CiiM^i  i^h6^wa»;m  fdme^  n§i|»i(^  bii^  ofifter 
and  pHj^naU  The  accounts  of:  his  bik|th  aA#  fl|xiilf 
are  biit  obfeMiK^  andin[)f)i^f^  and  ii^  ha^  hapf)i!ni|d  to 
hiin,^ai{ta  ttWny  othcj?'/  nfljen^of 'wit  and  learnHfti^tto  be 
mucl}  better  kiMhm  by:his^brks  than  by^'tfi^  h^ty  of 
his  life.  lib^v^  born  in  Lt^ndm^  aad  had^hb  edti^tion 
at  P^brpht^Hsll  in  Cambridge.  Thongb  ivi.  tW  d^ica- 
tions^fHOtt6K)t^  t4iPo  o^  hb  pipemsy  w<ft' fiijui  hb(i^.ckitiing 
affinily.  witfcffddnc^  perA>^of^dfflin£l^;^  y»'h&i?  for- 
tune laMlriMereft^^reAli^alf/hjs  f^^^ 
been  Ve{i;^^ri|)&iaderabti.-  For  a&t^  hie^  h^J  ctMfiiued 

in  die  collegjB^  f^  f^NTii^^tt^V  MkimXiHt^  f^^iiaition 
of  learniiigiy\«ibfch:: joifie^^^ta^^  g|B)«Us»  qOa** 

lified  him  toir  rifiiig^tft  fi^^j^at  aii^jeieeeireiiey'aft^«*rd9, 
he  flood  for  a*  f<^fowAlp^  inc6fto)»e^ia<W'^v^h  M  Jn-^ 
drews^  ajterfitefd^  InRv^^  of'  f^nchlfier^  but  without 
fuccefs.*  Thbr^dH*dipt3p&tf^  together  with  the^nar- 
rowneftiof •h^)rfiii«utiTilfSoce&^  forted  hittv  froii*the;Uni- 
vcrfity;  Mi<|^;ffiftd  him  n<?xt  taking  up  his  refiMence 
with  fome  friends  in  the  North,  where  he  fell  in  love 
with  his  Rofalindy  whom  he  (o  Bnely  celebrates  in  his 
pailoral  poems,  and  of  whofe  cruelty  he  has  written  fuch 
pathetical  complaints. 

As  poetry  is  frequently  the  offspring  of  Low  and 
retirement,  it  is  probaH>te  his  genius  began  flJ■ft"ta^dif* 
tinguiih  it  felf  about  this  time ;  for  the  Shepherds  CaUnr 
4er^  -which  is  fo  full  of  his  unpro^rotts  pafltott  for Ro^- 
Jalindy  was  the  firft  of  his  works  of  any  note.  TMs  ^e 
addreifed,  by  a  fliort  dedication  in  verle,  to  Sir  JPbiUp 
$idnty\  concealing  himfdf  under  the  hiimUe  title*  of 
ImmerUp.  Sir  PbtUp  was^  then  in  the  higheft  repucttioii 
for  his  wit,  gallantry,  and  polite  accompliihfiieiits^'aii4 
indeed  feems  to  have  been,  the  ooftuniverlatty  admiral 
^d  beloved  of  any  one  gentleman  of  the  age  in -which 
he  lived.  As  he  w^  himfelf  a  very  gMd  writbr, -and 
cfpecially  excelled  ip  the  fabulous  or  inventive  part  qf 
poetry^  it  ia  w  wonder  h«  Iboci  became  ftnilblc  of  our 
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muho^t  merk.  Hb  was  one  of  the  firft  who  diibovered 
it,  aiid  recommended  it  to  the  ootice  of  the  bdt  judges 
<^  chac  time  -,  And  fo  long  as  this  great  maD  livedo 
Spenfer  never  wanted  a  judicious  friend  and  a  generous 
patron* 

After  he  had  (laid  for  fome.  time  in  the  North,  be 
WW  prevailed  upon,  bj  the  advice  of  fome  friends,  t^ 
^uit  his  pbfcurity,  and  come  to  London^  that  he  might 
be  in  the  way  of  promotion.  The  firft  fiep  be  afcerr 
wards  made  towards  preftrmeat,  wast  as  I  have  faic^ 
his  acquaintance  with  Six  Phillip  Sidney:  but  whether 
that  acquaintance  began  immediately  upon  his  addrelling 
to  him  the  Sbtpherd^s  Calendar^  as  to  me  feems  moft  pro- 
bable,  or  fome  time  after*  I  will  not  determine.  Thac 
which  makes  it  fomewhat  uncertain*  is  a  ftory  of  him 
which  I  Jhall  only  fet  down  as  I  find  it  related,  not' 
knowing  how  far  it  may  appear  worthy  of  credit.  It 
is  faid  he  was  a  ftranger  to  Mr.  Sidney  (afterwards  Sir 
Philip)  when  he  had  begun  to  write  his  Fairy  ^een^  ^nd 
that  he  took  occafion  to  go  to  Leicefter-Houk^  and  to 
introduce  bimfeif  by  fending  in  to  Mr.  Sidftey  a  copy  of 
the  ninth  canto  of  the  firft  book  of  that  poem.  Mr. 
j^wy  was  much  furpriz'd  with  the  defcription  of  Def- 
pair  in  that  canto,  and  is  faid  to  have  fhewn  an  unufuai 
kind  of  tranfport  on  the  difcovery  of  fo  new  and  uncon>« 
mon  a  genius.  After  he  had  read  fome  ftanza*s,  he 
turned  to  bis  fteward,  and  bid  him  give  the  peribn  that 
brought  thofe.  verfes  fifty  pounds  i  but  upon  reading  the 
next  fianza,  he  ordered  the  fum  to  be  doubled.  The 
fieward  was  no  Ids  furprized  than  his  mafter,  and 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make  fome  delay  in  executing 
io  fudden  and  lavifh  a  bounty ;  but  upon  reading  one 
fianza  more,  Mr.  Sidney  raifed  his  gratuity  to  two  bun* 
dred  pounds,  and  commanded  the  fteward  to  give  it 
.immediately,  kft  as  he  read  further,  he  might  be  tempt- 
ed to  give  ay^ay  his  whole  eftate.  From  this  time  he 
admitted  the  author  to  his  acquaintance  and  converfation, 
and  prepared  the  way  for  his  being  known  and  received 
at  Court. 

A  4  Tho* 
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flio*  nothing  could  hav«  been  more  happy  for  him 
tban  to  be  thus  introduced,  yet  he  did  not  immediately 
reap  any  great  benefit  by  it.  He  was  indeed  created 
Poet«laurcat  to  Queen  Elizabeth^  but  for  fome  time  he 
wore  a  barren  laurel,  and  poflefTed  only  the  place  with- 
out the  penfion.  The  lord  treafurer  Burleigh  had  not,  it 
lieems,  the  fame  tafte  of  Spenfir^s  merit  with  Sir  PMip 
Sidney ;  and,  whether  out  of  negleft,  or  any  particular 
relentment,  or  from  whatever  caufe,  he  is  faid  to  have 
Intercepted  the  Queen's  favour  to  this  unfortunate  and 
ingenious  man.  As  the  moft  elegant  minds  have  the 
quickefl  fenfe  of  repulfes  from  the  great  and  powerful, 
who  fhould  countenance  and  proteft  chem,  it  is  no  won- 
der this  misfortune  funk  deep  into  our  author's  fpirit,  and 
feems  to  have  dwelt  upon  him  for  a  great  fpace  of  his 
life.  Accordingly  we  find  him  in  many  parts  of  his 
works  pouring  forth  his  heart  in  complaints  of  fo  hard 
and  undeferved  a  treatment;  which  probaby  would  have 
been  led  unfortunate  to  him,  if  his  no)>le  patron  Sir 
Philip  Sidney  had  not  been  fo  much  abfent  from  Court, 
as  he  was  obliged  to  be,  by  his  employments  abroad, 
and  by  the  ihare  he  had  in  the  Lxfw-Country  wars. 

I  think  I  ough(  not  here  to  omit  a  little  ftory,  which 
ieems  founded  on  the  grievance  I  have  mentioned,  and 
is  related  by  fome,  as  a  matter  of  fa6k  commonly  reported 
at  that  time.  It  is  faid  the  Queen,  upon  his  prefenting 
fome  poems  to  her,  ordered  him  a  gratuity  of  an  hun- 
dred pounds  \  but  that  the  lord  treafurer  Burleigh  objedl- 
ing  to  it,  faid,  with  fome  fcorn  of  the  Poet,  fVbat!  dll 

this  for  a  Jong?    The  Queen  replied,  ^TA^w  give 

him  what  is  reafon,  Sfenjer  waited  for  fome  time^  but 
had  the  mortification  to  find  himfelf  difappointed  of  the 
•Queen's  intended  bounty.  Upon  this  he  took  a  proper 
opportunity  to  prefent  a  paper  to  Queen  Elizabeih  in  the 
*  manner  of  a  petition,  in  which  he  reminded  her  of  the 
orders  ihe  had  given,  in  the  following  lines.  ' 

/  was  prtmis^d  on  a  time 
To  hm)e  reafon  for  my  rhime ;  " 
Frgm  that  time  unto  this  feafon^ 

-  I  received  nor  rhime  mr  reafon. 

This 
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'  l^tris  pftper  produced thedefired'eJBfeft;'an<f cheQiieen^ 
not  without  iome  ivproof  of  die  treafurer,  immediatdy 
direfbd  the  payment  of  the  hundred  pounds  (he  had 
firft  ordered. 

But  tho*  our  author  had  no  better  incereft  with  the 
Lord  Tmrfmtr,  yet  we  find  him,  fome  time  after  his 
appearand  at  eourt»  ia  conliderable  efteem  with  the 
inoft  eminent  men  of  that  ttoie.  In  the  jrear  1579,  he 
was  fent  abroad  by  the  Earl  of  Leiufter :  But  in  what 
iervice  he  was  employed,  is  uncrruin.  The  moft 
confiderabie  ftep  he  afterwatds  made  into  buGnefs^  -waa 
upon  the  Lord  Gnf  of  fytilmf%  being  chofen  deputy  of 
LreUttidj  CO  whom  Mr.  ^mfir  was  recommended  as  fecre* 
tary.  This  drew  him  over  into  another  kingdom,  and 
fettled  him  for  fome  time  in  a  fcene  of  life  very  different 
from  what  he  had  known  before.  His  life  now  fecmed  to  be 
freed  from  the  difficulties  which  had  hitherto  perplexed  it, 
and  his  iervices  to  the  crown  were  rewarded  by  a  grant 
from  Queen  EJizabetb  of  3000  acres  of  land  in  the 
county  oF  Cork,  His  houfe  was  in  KiIcolman\  and  the 
river  Mulhy  which  he  has  more  than  once  fo  beautifully 
introduced  in  his  poems,  .ran  through  his  grounds. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  he  contradted  an  intimate 
friendfhip  with  the  great  and  learned*  Sir  IFalter  Raleigh^ 
who  was  then  a  captain  under  the  Lord  Gr^,  and  did 
him  fome  feryices  afterwards  at  Court;  and  by  his 
means  Queen  EUzabitb  became  more  particularly  ac- 
quainted than  before  with  our  author's  writings. 
.  In  this  pleafant  lituation  he  finifhed  his  celebrated  poem 
of  ^e  Fairy  ^ueen,  which  was  begun  and  continued  at 
different  intervals  of  time;  and  df  which  he  atHrft  in 
f  590  publifhed  only  the  three  firft  books.  To  thefe  were 
added  three  more  in  a  following  edition;  but  the  fix  laft 
books  (excepung  the  two  canto's  of  Mutability)  were 
unfortunately  loft  by  his  lervant,  whom  he  had  in  hafte 
fent  before  him  into  England*  For  tho*  he  paffed  his 
life  fur  fome  time  very  ferenely  here,  yet.  a  train  of 
misfortunes  ftill  purfued  him ;  and  in  the  rebellion  of 
the  Earl  of  Dejinoftdy  he  was  plundered  and  deprived  of 

his 


eftale.  l!Jibfbixed  htm  tor  return  ta  £qi$^^  where 
bis  afllifttons  were  douUrd  by  the  Ymal  of  his  heft 
friend,  the  brave  Sir  PbHip  Suhmf^  who  ^d  focnei 
years  before  of  the  wounds  he  had  received  ia  an  aiftioii. 
Mar  ZuPpben  in  the  Netbtrlands. 

Spenf^  Hirviyed  his  beloved  patron  about;  twelve 
years,  bkit  ieenis  to  have  fpent  the  iaioer  pact  of  that 
dme  with  much  grief  of  hearty  under  the  di&pfioifiuneoi 
of  a  broken  fortune.  It  is  remarkable  thac  he  died  the 
fiime  year  with  his  powerful  enemy  the  Lord  Burkigk^ 
which  was  in  1598.  Hewas  buried  in^^sa^^Abby^ 
near  the  famous  Geoffiy  Chaucer ^  as  he  bad  defired.  His 
ol^equies  were  attended  by  the  Poets  of  that  time*  and 
others  who  pay'd  the  laft  honours  to  his  memory.  Se-* 
veral  copies  of  verfes  were  thrown  afor  him  into  his 
grave  and  his  monument  was  erefted  at  the  charge  of 
the  famous  Robert  Devereupc^  the  unfortunate  Earl  of 
Effex ;  the  ftone  of  which  it  is  made,  is  much  broken 
and  defaced :  the  infcription  on  it  is  as  follows, 

*•  H£AR£  lyes  (expeflring  the  fecond  Comminge  of 
our  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus)  the  Body  of  Edmond  Spencer^ 
the  Prince  of  Poets  in  his  tymc;  whofe  Divine  Spir- 
rit  needs  noe  othir  Witnefs,  then  the  Works  which  he 
left  behind  him.  He  was  born  in  London  in  the 
Yearc  1510,    and  died  in  the  Yeare  1596." 

It  is  obfervable  that  this  differs  from  Camden^s  account 
of  his  death,  who  fays  it  was  in  1598.  in  the  forty  firft 
year  of  the  Queen  s  reign.  But  this  epitaph  is,  I  doubt^ 
yet  leiis  to  be  depended  upon  for  the  time  of  our  author*s 
birth,  in  which  there  muft  have  been  a  very  grofs  mif-? 
cake.  It  is  by  no  means  probable  that  he  was  born  fo 
early  as  15 10,  if  we  judge  only  by  fo  remarkable  a  cir- 
cumliance  as  that  of  his  (landing  for  a  fellowlhip  in 
competition  with  Mr.  Andrews^  who  was  not  born  till 
1555.  Befides,  if  this  account  of  his  birth  weretrue^ 
he  muft  have  been  above  fixty  Years  old  when  he  firft 
publiOied  his  Shepherds  Calender^  an  age  not  the  moft 
proper  for  love  poetry ;  and  in  his  feventietb  year»  wheo 

he 
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lie  csntfered  into  bafinaTs  titidfr  the  Loid  Grcf^  who  ^mi 
created  deputy  of  Brdmd  in  i  «to.  For  thefe  itafons,  <{ 
think,  we  may  certainly  con£Jude«  either  that  this,  in* 
fcriptioa  is  falfe,  by  the  error  of  the  carver,  which  may 
feem  the  more  probable,  becaufe  the  fpelling  likewife  is 
very  bad  even  for  .that  time  \  or  that  k  was  put  in  foAie- 
time  slfierwards,  when  the  monument-  perhaps  was  t^ 
paired,  and  is  wholly  dtftrent  from  the  original  ont% 
wliich  indeed  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  PiUtBt^  and  ocher^^ 
to  have  been  in  LaHh.  In  a  licde  Latin  treatife,  delerib^ 
iog  the  monuments  ^^W^mhifler  ih  the  year  1600. 
publiCbed,  as  is  fuppofed,  by  Mr.  CamMen^  I  find  the 
fiiUowing  account  of  it. 

Edmtmdus  SpenfeTj  Limdinenjis^  Angliccnwn  Poetarum 
noftri  fecnli  facile  Princeps,  quod  ejus  poemata^  faventtbUs 
lUifis  fc?  viSuro  Genio'  confcripta^ '  ccmpfobant.  Obiit  im^ 
ftiahtra  mortCy  Anno  falutis  1598.  Of  prope  Galfredum 
Cbaucerum  amditUTy  qui  fcsUciJJitm  Poejin  Anglicis  Literts 
prisHUs  iHvfir^Ht.     m  quern  bac  fcriptajunt  Epitaftna.  / 

Hie  propi  Cba$uirfim\fifus  efi  Spinfmus^  UU 
PraxiwMS  ingmtfj  proximuf  iU  tumulo. 

^  Hk  prgpi  Cbaucifwn  Spenfare  Poeta  Poetam 
^*  Conderis^  &  ver/k  fMi»  fumuh  propior ;  ' 

^^  AngBcdy  te  vioo^  vmt  plauftfq^  Pdefis  % 
**  Nunc  mmitura  timety  U  morienSej  fm^** 

The  abfurdityof  fuppofing  our  author  born  in  15m. 
appears  yjet  further' by  the  expreflion  immatura  m^te^ 
vfHch,  is  here  ufed,  arid  could  not  have  been  very  pro- 
per, if  applied  to  a  man  who  had  died  at  eighty-eigttt 
years  of  age.  Winficmley  and  fome  others  have  tran- 
fcribed  this  whole  paifage  as  his  epitaph,  not  confider- 
ing  that  the  profe  is  only  an  eulogy  on  him,  and  not  a 
monumental  infcription.The  reader  will  likewife  obfcrve 
that  thevcrfcs  arc  two  diftinft  epitaphs  j  of  which,  the  firft 
and  fecond  couplets  are  but  the  fame  thought  differently 
exprel^d.    In  the  laft  couplet  jt  is  not  improbable  the 

*  author 


author  might  ham  io'hit  eye  thofe  celebrated  itnei 
written  by  cardinal  Bemh  on  Rj^hael  d^UriiM. 

<*  Hie  He  ejt  RapbaeU  timuit  quo  fofpUe  yind 
**  Rerum  mapta  Parens^  Id  morijMe  nuri^ 

.  I  find  no  aocouat  of  the  family  yACvAx^f^tr  left  be- 
hipd  him»  only  that»  in  the  few  particulars  of  his  life 
prefixed  to  th#  laft  folio  edidon  of  his  works,  it  is  f^d 
diat  his  great  gramlfon  Ibigotim  Spnftr^  after  the  return 
i>f  King  Ciarks  the  feoondi  was  ceftored  by  the  Catri  rf 
Qaim  to  fo  much  of  the  lands  as  could  be  found  to 
ifwt  beep  his  a(Keftors ;  whether  this  were  true  or  not^ 
I  cannot  determine  *,  but  I  diink  I  ought  not  to  omit 
mentioning  another  very  remarkable  paflage,  of  which 
I  can  give. the  reader  much  better  aflurance ^  That  a 
perfon  came  over  from  Ireland^  in  King  WtUiam*%  reign, 
fo  follidt  the  fame  affair,  and  brought  with  him  letters 
of  recommendation  as  a  defcendent  of  Spenfer.  His 
name  procured  him  a  favourable  reception;  and  heap- 
plied  himfelf  particularly  to  Mr.  Congrevtt  by  whom  he 
was  g^neroufly  recommended  to  the  favour  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Hattifoic^  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
fury  ^  and  by  that  means  he  obtained  his  fuit.  This 
man  was  Jomewhat  advanced  in  years,  and  might  be 
the  lame  mentioned  before,  who  had  poflibly  recovered 
only  fome  part  of  the  efta^.at  firft,  or  had  been  dif- 
turbed  in  the  pofleflion  of  it.  He  could  give  no  ac- 
count of  the  works  of  his  anceftor,  which  are  wanting, 
and  which  are  therefore  in  all  probability  irrecoverably 
.loft. 
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RE  MARK  S 

O  N     T  tt  E 

FAIRY     Q^UEEK 

By   Mr.   H  U  G  H  E  S- 

TH  E  chief  merit  of  this  poem  confi/ls  in  that  fur- 
prizing  vein  of  fabulous  invention,  which  runs 
through  it,  and  enriches  it  every  where  with  imagery  and 
defcriptions  more  than  we  meet  with  in  any  other  mo* 
dern  poem.  The  author  feems.  to  be  poflefled  of  a 
kind  of  poetical  magick ;  and  the  figures  he  calls  up 
to  our  view  rife  fo  thjck  upon  us,  that  we  are  at  once 
pleafed  and  diftradbed  by  the  exhaufllefs  variety  of 
them;  fo  that  his^faults  may  in  a  manner  be  imputed 
to  his  excellencies :  His  abundance  betrays  him  into  ex* 
cefs^  and  his  juii|;ment  is  overborne  by  the  torrent  of 
bis  imagination. 

That  which  leems  the  mod  liable  to  exception  in 
this  work,  is  the  model  of  it,  and  the  choice  the  author 
has  made  of  fo  romantick  a  (lory.  The  feveral  books 
appear  rather  like  lb  many  feveral  poems,  than  one  en- 
tire fable:  Each  of  them  has  its  peculiar  Knight,  and 
js  independent  of  the  reft  ;  and  tho'  feme  of  the  perfons 
nuke  their  appearance  in  different  books,  yet  this  has 
very  little  effecl  in  connefting  them.  Prince  Arthur 
is  indeed  the  principal  perfon,  and  has  therefore  a  fhare 

given  him  in  every  legend  •,  but  his  part  is  not  confi- 
erable  enough  in  any  ope  of  diem  :  He  appears  and 
vanilhes  again  like  4  fpirit  i  and  we  lofe  fight  of  him 
roo  fooa.  tQ  conAder  hiiq  as  the  hffQ  of  the  poem. 

Tbcft 
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Thele  are  the  moft  obvious  defefts  in  the  fable  of  the 

E^^.  ^SSf^^>  T^^  ^^^^^  ^  umtf  tn  the  ftory  makes  it 
difficult  for  the  reader  to  carry  it  in  his  mind,  and  di- 
firads  too  much  his  attention  to  the  feveral  parts  of  it ; 
and  "indeed  Ae  wMole  fraihe  of  It  would  appeaf  mon- 
ftroos)  if  it  were  to  be  examined  hy  the  rules  of  epick 
poetry,  as  they  have  been  drawn  from  the  pradice  of 
Homer  and  Virgil.  But  as  it  is  plain  the  author  never 
defigned.it  by  thole  rules,  I  think  it  ought  rath^er  to  be 
cot\fidered  as  a  poem  of  a  particular  kind,  defcribing 
in  a  feries  of  allegorical  adventures  or  epifodes  the 
moft  noted  virtues  and  vices :  to  compare  it  therefore 
with  the  models  of  antiquity,  would  be  like  drawing  a 

faralleL  becween  the  Roman  and  the  Golbick  archite&ure. 
n  the  firft  there  is  doubtlefs  a  more  natural  grandeur  and 
fimplicity :  in  the  latter,  we  find  great  mixtures  of 
beauty  and  barbarifm,  yet  afllfted  by  the  invention  of 
a  variety  of  inferior  ornaments ;  and  tho*  the  former  is 
more  majeftick.in  the  whole,  the  latter  may  be  very 
iurprizing  and  agreeable  in  its  parts. 

It  may  feem  ftrange  indeed,  fince  Spenfer  appears  to 
have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  belt  writers  of  anti* 
quity,  that  he  has  not  imitated  them  in  the  ftrufture  of 
his  ftory.  Two  reafons  may  be  given  for  this :  The 
iirft  is,  that  at  the  time  when  he  wrote,  the  Itcdian  poets, 
whom  he  has  chiefly  imitated,  and  who  were  the  firfb 
revivers  of  this  art  among  the  moderns,  were  in  the 
hrgheft  vogue,  and  were  univerfally  read  and  admired. 
But  the  chief  reafoh  was  probably,  that  he  chofe  to 
frame  his  fable  after  a  model  which  might  give  the 
greateft  fcope  to  that  range  of  fancy  which  was  fo  re- 
markably his  talent.  There  is  a  bent  in  naturCj^-Which 
is  apt  to  determine  men  that  particular  way  in  which 
they  are  moft  capable  of  excelling  5  and  tho'it  is  certain 
.he  might  have  formed  a  better  plan,  it  is  to  be  quefti- 
oned  whether  he  could  have  executed  any  other  fo  well. 
•  It  is  probably  for  the  fame  rcafon,  that  among  the 
Italian  poets,  he  rather  followed  Ariojlo^  whom  he  tound 
inore  agreeable  to  his  genius,  than  TaJfQ%  who  had  formed 
'  •    '  a  better 
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a  better  plan,  and  from  whom  he  has  only  borrowed 
fome  particular  omameiits  %  yet  it  is  bus  juftice  to  fay^ 
that  his  plan  is  much  more  regular  than  that  of  Ari^ 
ofto.     In  the  Orlamb  Furiffo,  we  every  where  nneet  wirii 
an  exuberant  invention,  joined  with  great  livelinefs  and 
facility  of  defcription,  yet  debafed  by  frequent  mixtures 
of  the  comiclc  genius,  as  well  as  many  (hocking  indeco* 
rums.     Befides,  in  the  huddle  and  diftra£lion  of  the  ad* 
ireotures,  we  are  for  the  moft  part  onlv  amufed  with 
extravagant  flories,  without  being  inftruaed  in  any  mo* 
ral.    On  the  other  hand,  Spen/er*s  fable,  tho*  often  wild, 
is,  as  I  have  obferved,  always  emblematical :  And  this 
may  very  much  excufe  likewife  that  air  Of  romance  in 
which  he  has  followed  the  Italian  author.     The  perpe* 
tual  ftories  of  Knights,  Giants,  Caftles,  and  Enchant* 
ments,  and  all  that  train  of  legendary  adventures,  would 
indeed  appear  very  trifling,  if  Spenfer  had  not  found  a 
way  to  sum  them  all  into  allegory,  or  if  a  lefs  mafterly 
hand  had  filled  up  his  draught.     But  it  is  furprizing 
Co  obferve  how  much  the  ftrength  of  the  painting  is 
(operior  to  the  defign.    It  ought  to  be  confidered  too^ 
that  at  the  time  when  our  author  wrote,  the  remains 
of  the  old  Goibitk  chivalry  were  not  quite  abolifhcd : 
It  was  not  many  years  before,  that  the  famous  Earl  of 
Surry ^  remarkable  for  his  wit  and  poetry  in  the  reign  of 
King  Hemj  the  Eighth,  took  a  romanttck  journey  to 
fUremcey  the  place  of  his  miftrefs*s  birth,  and  publiflied 
there  a  challenge  againft  all  nations  in  defence  of  her 
beauty.     Jufts  and  rurnaments  were  held  in  Etfgland  in 
the  rime  of  Queen  Elizabeth.     Sir  PhiHp  Sidney  tilted 
at  one  of  thefe  entertainments,  which  was  made  for  the 
French  ambaifador,    when  the  treaty  of  marriage  was 
on  foot  with  the  Duke  of  Mjou :  And  feme  of  our  hifto- 
rians  have  given  us  a  very  particular  and  formal  account 
of  preparattOkiSy  by  tharkfng  out  lift»,  and  appointing 
judges,  fbr  » trial  by  combat,  in  the  i^me  reign,  which 
was  to  have  decided  the  titk  tO  a  conftderable  eftate  i 
Md  in  which  the  whde  ceremony  Was  perfectly  agree- 
able to  the  fabulous ddcriptions  in  books  of  knighc-erran^ 

try. 
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try.  This  might  render  his  ftory  more  familiar  to  his 
firll  readers  %  tho'  Knights  in  armour,  and  Ladies  errant 
are  as  aociquated  figures  to  us,  as  the  court  of  that 
fim^  ii^ould  i^>pear,  if  we  could  fee  them  now  in  their 
raflfs  and  fardingales.  - 

There  are  two  other  obje&ions  to  the  plan  of  the 
Fairy  ^ueeUy  which,  I  confeis,  I  am  more  at  a  lofs  to 
anfwen  I  need  not,  I  think,  be  fcrupulous  in  men- 
tioning freely  the  defe&s  k£  a  poem,  which,  tbo'  it  was 
never  fuppofed  to  be  perfcd,  has  always  been  allowed 
to  be  admirable. 

The  firft  is,  that  the  fcene  is  laid  in  Fairy-Land^  and 
the  chief  adors  are  Fairies,  The  reader  mav  fee  their 
imaginary  race  and  hiftory  in  the  iecond  book,  at  the 
end  of  the  tenth  canto  :  but  if  he  is  not  prepared  before- 
hand, he  may  exped  to  find  them  ading  agreeably  to 
the  common  ftories  and  traditions  about  fuch  fancied 
>Beings.  Thus  Sbahfpear^  who  has  introduced  them  in 
his  Midfummer '  Night* s  Dreamy  has  made  them  fpeak  and 
ad  in  a  manner  perfedly  adapted  to  their  fuppofed  cha* 
raders  -,  but  the  Fairies  in  this  poem  are  not  diftinguiihed 
from  other  perfons.  There  is  this  misfortune,  like  wife 
attends  the  choice  of  fuch  adors,  that  having  been  ao- 
cu  domed  to  conceive  of  them  in  a  diminutive  way,  we 
find  it  difficult  to  raife  our  ideas,  and  to  imagine  a  Fairy 
cncountring  with  a  monfter  or  a  giant.  Homer  has  pur- 
fued  a  contrary  method,  and  reprefented  his  heroes 
above  the  Aze  and  ftrength  of  ordinary  men  v  ^nd  it  is 
certain  that  the  adions  of  the  Iliad  would  have  appear'4 
but  ill-proportioned  to  the  charaders,  if  we  were,  to 
have  imagined  them  all  performed  by  pigmies. 

But  as  the  adors  our  author  has  chofen,  are  only 
fancied  beings,  he  might  poffibly  think  himfelf  at  libeny 
to  give  them  what  ftature,  cuftoms  and  manners  he 
pleafed.  I  will  not  fay  he  was  in  the.  right  in  this :  but 
It  is  plain  that  by  the  literal  fenfe  of  Fatty^Land^  be  only 
defigned  an  Utcpiay  an  imaginary  pl^ce  \  and  by  hSi  Fairies^ 
perfons  of  whom  he  might  invent  any  adion  prmser  to 
I)Wnan  kind,  without  l^ipg  reftr^nedy  as  be  mult  have 

.    been, 
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been,  if  he  had  cholen  a  real  fcene  and  hiftorical  cha* 
rafters.  As  for  the  myftical  jenfe,  it  appears  both  by 
the  work  itfelf,  and  by  the  author's  *  explanation  of 
it,  that  'his  Fairy-Land  is  England^  and  his  Fairy-^ueen^ 
Queen  Elizabetb ;  at  whofe  command  the  adventure  of 
every  legend  is  Aippoled  to  be  undertaken. 

The  other  objedion  is,  that  having  chofen  an  hifto* 
rical  peribn.  Prince  Arthur^  for  his  principal  hero  \  who 
is  no  Fairy  ytt  is  mingled  with  them  :  he  has  not  how« 
ever  reprefented  any  part  of  his  hiftory.  He  appears 
here  indeed  only  in  his  minority,  and  performs  his  ex'^ 
ercifes  in  Fairy-Land^  as  a  private  gentleman ;  but  we 
might  at  lead  have  expededv  that  the  fabulou^^aecpunts 
oi  him,  and'  of  his  vi6bories  over  the  S^x^s^  ih()uld 
have  b^  worked  into  fome  beautiful  Viisdn  or  pro* 
pheqr :  and  I  cannot  think  Spenfer  wodld  wholly  omit 
this,  but  am  apt  to  believe  he  had  done  it  in  fome  of 
the  following  books  which  were  loft. 

In  the  moral  introductions  co  every  book,  many  of 
which  have  a  great  propriety  and  elegance,  the  author 
has  followed  the  example  of  Ariofto.  I  will  only  beg 
leave  to  point  out  fome  of  the  principal  beauties  in  each 
book,  which  may  yet  more  particularly  difcover  the 
genius  of  the  author. 

If  wc  confider  the  firft  book  as  an  entire  work  of 
itfelf,  we  (hall  find  it  to  be  no  irregular  contrivance : 
There  is  one  principal  action,  whidh  is  compleated  in 
the  twelfth  canto*,  and  the  feveral  incidents  or  epifodes 
are  proper,  as  they  tend  either  to  obftrud:  or  promote 
it  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  fome  other  of  the  follow* 
ing  books,  th6*  I  think  they  are  not  fo  regular  as  this* 
The  author  has  (hewn  judgment  in  making  his  Knight 
of  the  RsdCrofs^  or  St.  Georgey  no  perfect  character ; 
without  which,  many  of  the  incidents  could  not  have 
been  reprefenccdi  The  charaAer  of  Una^  or  Truth,  is 
very  properly  oppofed  by  thofc  of  Ducjfa,  or  Faljhood^ 
and  ArcbimagOj  or  Fraud.     Spenfer*%  particular  manner, 

*  Vide  Utfir  ^  Sir  W.  Raleigh. 

Voi..  \  b  which 
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which  (if  it  may  be  allowed)  I  would  call  his  painter- 
like  genius,  immediately  ihews  it  felf  in  the  figure  of 
Error ^  who  is  drawn  as  a  monfter,  and  that  <x  Hypo- 
cryfy^  as  a  hermit.  The  defcription  of  the  former  of 
thefe,  in  the  mixed  (hape  of  a  woman  and  a  ferpent, 
furrounded  with  her  offspring,  and  efpecially  that  cir- 
cumftance  of  their  creeping  into  her  mouth  on  the  fud- 
den  light  which  glanced  upon  them  from  the  Knight's 
armour,  incline  one  to  think  that  our  great  MiUm  had 
it  in  his  eye  when  he  wrote  his  famous  epifode  of  fm 
and  death.  The  artifices  of  Arcbimago  and  Dueffky  to 
feparate  the  Knight  from  Unaj  are  well  invented,  and 
intermingled  with  beautiful  (Irokes  of  poetry  $  particu- 
larly in  that  epifode  where  the  magician  fends  one  of  his 
fpirits  to  fetch  a  falfe  dream  from  the  houfe  of  A^prpbeus : 

Amid  the  bowels  of  the  earth  full  fteep 

And  low,  where  dawning  day  does  never  peep. 

His  dwelling  is 

Mr.  Rymer^  as  I  remember,  has,  by  way  of  compari- 
fon,  coUefted  from  moft  of  the  antient  and  modern 
poets,  the  fineft  defcriptions  of  the  night  \  among  all 
which,  he  gives  the  preference  to  the  Englijh  poets: 
I'his  of  Morpheus^  or  flcep,  being  a  poetical  fubjcd  of 
the  fame  kind,  might  be  fubjedted  to  a  like  trial ;  and 
the  reader  may  particularly  compare  it  with  that  in  the 
eleventh  book  of  Ovid't  Metanmpbofes*^  to  which,  I  be- 
lieve, he  will  not  think  it  inferior. 

The  miraculous  incident  of  a  tree  (bedding  drops  of 
blood,  and  a  voice  fpeaking  from  the  trunk  of  it^  is 
borrowed  from  that  of  Polidcrus  in  the  third  book  of 
rirgil^s  jEfuis.  Ariofto  and  ^affo  have  both  copied  the 
llime  (lory,  tho'  in  a  different  manner.  It  was  impofll- 
ble  that  the  modern  poets,  who  have  run  fo  much  into 
the  tade  of  romance,  Ihould  let  a  fidlion  of  this  kind 
elcape  their  imitation. 

The  adventures  which  befal  Una^  after  (he  is  forfaken . 
by  the  Knight ;  her  coming  to  the  houfe  of  Abejfa^  or 
Superfiition  \  the  cunfternation  occafioned  by  that  vifit  5 

her 
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AUTHOR, 


Explaining  his  Defign  in  the 


Po  £  M  of  the  Fa  i  r  y-Qjj  e  e  n. 

^0  the  Right  nobU  and  valorous^  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  Knt. 
Jjard  Warden  of  the  Stanneries,  and  her  Majejtfs  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  County  of  Cornwal. 

S    I    Ry 

KNOWING  how  doubtfully  all  allegories  may 
be  conftrued,  and  this  book  bf  mine,  which  I 
have  entituled  The  Fairy  ^een,  being'a  conti- 
nued allegory,  or  dark  conceit;  I  have  thought 
good,  as  well  for  avoiding  of  jealous  opinions  and  mif- 
con(lru<5iions,  as  alfo  for  your  better  light  in  reading  there- 
of, (being  fo  by  you  commanded)  to  difcover  unto  you 
the  general  intention  and  meaning,  which  in  the  whole 
courie  thereof  I  have  fa(hioned,  without  exprefling  of 
any  particular  purpofes  or  by-accidents  therein  occafi- 
oned.  The  general  end  therefore  of  all  the  book,  is  to 
Vol.  !•  .  c  falhion 
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fafhion  a  gentleman,  or  noble  perfon,  in  vcrtuous  an(f 
gentle  difcfpline.    Which  for  that  I  conceived  (hould  be 
nioft  plauiable  ^nd  pleaHng,   being  coloured  with  an 
hifiorical  fiftion,  the  which  tlic  moft  part  of  men  delight 
to  read;  rather  for  variety  of  matter,  than  for  profit 
of  the  eafample :  I  chofc;  the  hiftory  of  King  Arfhw  as 
moil  fit  fqr  jhe  excellency  of  bis  pcrfon ;  being  made 
famous  by  many  mens  former  works,  and  alfo  furtheft 
from  the  danger  of  envy  and  fufpicion  of  prefent  time: 
In  which  I  have  followed  all  the  antique  Poets  hiiloricaK 
Firft,    Horner^  who  in  the  perfons  of  Agamemnon  and 
IJlyffes^  hath  en  i  am  pled  a  good  ^verngr  and  a  yertuous 
man;    the  one  in  his  Bw^   the  other  in  his  OdyJfeis\ 
Then  iHrgil^  whofc  like  intention  was  to  do  in  the  per- 
fon  of  jEneas:  After  him,-  Ariofto  comprifed  them  botI> 
in  bis  Qrlatido:  And  lately,  Tajfo  diflevered  them  again^ 
apd  formed  both  parts  in  two  perfons ;  namely,  that 
part  which  they,  in  philofophy,  call  Ethicey  or  vcrtucs 
of  a  private  man,  colour^  in  his  Riml(h\  the  other 
named  PoUtice^  in  his  Godjrtdo.    By  enfample  of  which 
excellent  i^octs,  I  labour  to  pourtraift  in  Arthur^  before 
he  was  King,  the  image  of  a  brave  knight,  perfcfted  ix\ 
the  twelve  private  moral  virtues,  as  Arifiotle  hath  de- 
vifed;  the  which  is  the  purpofe  of  thefe  firft  twelve 
books  :  which,  if  I  find  to  be  well  accepted,  I  may  be, 
perhaps,  encouraged  to  frame  the  other  part  of  politick 
yertues  in  his  perlon,  after  that  he  came  to  be  King. 

To  fome,  I  know  this  method  will  feem  difpleafant ; 
^liich  had  rather. have  good  difcipline  delivered  plainly 
in  way  of  prcpepts,  or  fcrmoned  at  large,  as  they  ufe^ 
than  thus  cloudly  enwraped  in  allegorical  devices.  But 
fucli,  n-ve  feeni,  ihould  be  fatisfycd  with  the  ufe  of  thefe 
days,  feeing  all  thipgs  accounted  by  their  fhows,  and 
liochipg  cfteemed  of,  that  is  not  delightful  and  pleafing 
\o  common  fenfe,  tor  this  caufe  is  Xenopbon  prefered  be- 
fore Plato ;  for  that  the  one,  in  the  cxquifite  dept|i  oi 
\i\%  judgment^  fori^ed  $  comcQon\realtb,   fuch  as   it 

fhould 
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her  reception  among  the  favages;  apd  her  civilizing 
them,  are  all  very  fine  emblems.  The  education  of 
Satyrane^  a  young  fatyr,  is  defcribed  on  this  occafion 
with  an  agreeable  wildnefs  of  fancy. 

But  there  is  one  epifode  in  th'is  book,  which  V  can- 
not but  particularly  admire ;  \  mean  that  in  the  fifth^ 
canto,  ftaoZa  22,  where  Duejfa  the  witch  feeks  the  afli- 
iiance  of  Nighty  to  convey  the  body  of  the  wounded 
Pagan  to  be  cured  by  Mfadafius  in  the  regions  below. 
The  author  here  rifes  above  bimfelf,  and  is  got  into  a 
track  of  imitating  the  antients,  different  from  the  great- 
eft  part  of  his  poem.  The  fpeech  in  which  Duejfa  ad- 
dreflcs  Nighty  is  wonderfully  great,  and  ftain,ed  with 
that  impious  flattery,  which  is  the  charader  of  Faljhoody 
who  is  the  fpeaker : 

O  thou  moft  antient  grandmother  of  all, 

More  old  than  Jove^  whom  thou  at  firft  didft  breed> 

Or  that  great  houfe  of  Gods  celeftial. 

Which  was't  begot  in  Damgorgons  hall. 

And  faw'ft  the  fecrets  of  the  world  unmade  ! 

As  Duejfa  came  away  haftily  on  this  expedition,  and 
forgot  to  put  off  the  (hape  of  truth,  which  (he  had  af- 
fumed  a  little  before.  Night  does  not  know  her :  This 
circumftance,  and  the  difcovery  afterwards,  when  (he 
owns  her  for  her  daughter,  are  finely  emblematical. 
The  images  of  Horror  are  raifed  in  a  very  mafterly  man- 
ner j  Night  takes  the  witch  into  her  chariot ;  and  being 
arrived  where  the  body  lay,  they  alight. 

And  all  the  while  (he  ftood  upon  the  ground. 
The  wakeful  dogs  did  never  ceafe  to  bay. 
As  giving  warning  of  th'unufual  found 
With  which  her  iron  wheels  did  them  affray. 
And  her  dark  griefly  look  them  much  difmay. 
The  meflenger  of  death,  the  ghaftly  Owl, 
With  dreary  flirieks  did  alfo  her  bewray. 
And  hungry  Wolves  continually  did  howl 
At  her  abhorred  face,  fo  filthy  and  fo  foul. 

b  2  They 
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They  ftcal  away  the  body,  and  carry  it  down  thro*  the 
cave  Avernusy  to  the  realms  of  Pltao.  What  llrcngth 
of  painting  is  there  in  the  following  lines ! 

-On  every  fide  thcm  ftood 


The  trembling  ghofts,  with  fad  amaze^i  mood 
vhattring  their  iron  teeth,  and  flaring  wide 
\Vith  (lony  eyes ;  and  all  the  hellifh  brood 
Of  Fiends  infernal  flock'd  on  every  fide 
'  To  gaze  on  earthly  wight,  that  with  the  Nighld^ur^  ride. 

Longtms  commending  a  defcription  in  Euripides  of  Phae* 
torCs  journey  thro*  the  heavens,  in  which  the  turnings 
and  windings  are  marked  out  in  a  very  lively  manner, 
fays.  That  the  foul  of  the  Poet  feems  to  mount  the 
chariot  with  him,  and  to  (hare  all  his  dangers.  The 
reader  will  find  himfelf  in  a  like  manner  tranfported 
throughout  this  whole  epifode  \  which  (hews  that  it  has 
in  it  the  force  and  fpirit  of  the  moft  fublime  poetry. 

The  firft  appearance  of  prince  Arthur  in  this  book  is 
reprcfented  to  great  advantage,  and  gives  occafion  to  a 
.  very  finifiied  defcription  of  a   martial   figure.      How 
Iprightly  is  that  image  and  fimile  in  the  following  lines ! 

Upon  the  top  of  all  his  lofty  creft 
A  bunch  of  hairs,  difcolour'd  diverfly 
With  fprinkled  pearl,  and  gold  full  richly  dreft. 
Did  (hake,  and  feem'd  to  dance  for  joUi^^ 
Like  to  an  almond-^ree  y mounted  high 
On  top  of  green  Selinis  all  alone, 
Witlv  bloflToms  brave  bedecked  daintily  \ 
Whofe  tender  locks  do  tremble  every  one 
At  every  little  blaft  that  under  heav'n  is  blown. 

I  mult  not  omit  mc^ntioning  the  houfe  of  Pride^  and 
that  of  Holinefsy  which  are  beautiful  allegories  in  difie- 
rcnt  parts  qf  this  book.  In  the  former  of  thefe  there  is  a 
minute  circumftancc  which  is  very  artificial  5  for  the 
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reader  may  obferve,  that  the  fix  coucfellors  which  at- 
tend Pride  in  her  progrefs,  and  ride  on  the  beads  whicb 
draw  her.  chariot,  are  placed  in  that  order  in  which  the 
vices  they  vcprelent^  naturally  prodvce  and  follow  each 
other.  In  the  dungeon  among  the  captives  of  Pride^ 
the  poet  bfas  reprefented  Nebuchadnezzar^  Crtefus^  An- 
tiocims^  Alexander^  and  feveral  other  emkient  perfons,  in 
circumftaoces  of  the  utmoft  ignominy.  The  moral  is 
truly  noble ;  for  upon  the  fight  ef  io  many  illuftrious 
flaves,  the  !Knight  haflens  from  t^e  place,  and  makes 
his  efcape. 

The  defcrtption  of  Defpair  in  the  ninth  canto,  is  that 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  taken  notice  of  by  Sir  Philip 
Sidney.  But  I  think  the  fpeech  of  Defpair^  in  which  the 
diftempered  fsafi>nings,  that  are  apt  to  agitate  the  heart 
of  a  man  abandoned  to  this  paflion,  are  fo  pathetically 
reprefented,  is  much  fuperior  to  the  defcription. 

Among  the  ail^ries  in  the  tenth  canto,  it  is  impof- 
fible  not  to  diftinguifii  diat  venerable  figure  of  Con- 
templationi  in.  his  hermitage  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  re- 
prefented as  an  old  man^  almoft  wafted  away  in  ftudy : 

With  fnowy  locks  adown  his  flioulders  fpread^ 
As  hoary  froft  with  fpangles  doth  attire 
The  mofiy  branches  of  an  oak  half  dead. 

The  Knight  and  his  companion  enquire  of  him :  ^ 

Is  not  from  hence  the  way  th^t  leadeth  right 
To  that  molt  glorious  hbuie  that  gliftereth  bright 
With  burning  ftars,  and  ever-living  fire  ? 

This  is  extremely  noble,  as  well  as  the  old  man's  (hew- 
ing him  from  the.  top  of  the  hill,  the  heavenly  Jerufa- 
km ;  which  was  proper  to  animate  the  hero  againft  the 
combat,  in  which  he  is  prefently  after  engaged :  His  fuc- 
cefs  in  that  combat,  and  his  marrying  Una^  are  a  very 
juft  conclufion  of  this  book,  and  of  its  chief  allegory. 

b  i  It 
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It  wpu]kl  be  eafy  to  point  out  many;  inKances,  befides 
thofel  hav'e  mentioned,  of  the  beaifties  of  this  book ; 
yet  thefe  few,  will  give  the  reader  a  tafte  'of  that  poetical 
fpirit  and  genius  for  allegory, -.which  every  where  Ihine 
in  this  author.  It  would  beendlefs  to  take  notice  of 
the  more  minute  beauties  of  his  epithets,  his  figures, 
and  his  fimiles,  which  occur  in  almofl:  every  page.  I 
fhall  only  *  mention  one  or  two  as  a  fpecimen.  That 
im^gc  of  Strength^  in  ftriking  a  dub  into  the  grpund, 
which  is  illuftrated  by  the  following  fimile,  is  very  great* 

As  when  almighty'  J^e^  in  wrathful  miood 

To  wreak  the  guilt  .of  mortal  lins'is  bent. 

Hurls  forth  his  thundring  dart  with  deadly  feud. 

Enrol  rd  in  flames  and  fmouldring  dreariment, 

Thro' riven  clouds  and  molten  firm^eht 

The.  fierce  three-forked  engine  making  way. 

Both  lofty  tow'rs  and  bigheft  trees  hath  rent. 

And  all  that  might  his  angry  pai&ge  ftay. 

And  (hooting  in  tM  earth,  cafta  up  a  mount  of  clay. 

His  boiftrous  club.fa  bury'd  in  the  ground. 

He  could  not  rearen  up  again,  (^c. 

As  alfo  that  of  a  giant's  fall,    . 

That  down  he  tumbled  as  an  aged  tree. 
High  growing  on  the  top  of  rocky  clift ; 
Whofe  heart-ftrings  with  keen  fteel  nigh  hewen  be  : 
The  mighty  trunk,  )ialf  rent  with  ragged  rift. 
Doth  roll  adown  the  rocks,  and  ^1  with  fearful  drift. 

• 

Thefe  are  fuch  paflages  as  we  may  imagine  our  excel- 
.  lent  Milton  to  have  ftudied  in  this  author.  And  here 
by  the  way  it  is  remarkable,  that  as  Spmfer  abounds 
with  fuch  thoughts  as  are  truly  fublime,  fo  he  is  almoft 
every  where  free  from  the  mixture  of  little  conceits,  and 
that  Ibw  affectation  of  wit  which  fo  mucli  infedted  both 
our  verfe  and  profe  afterwards  ;  and  from  which  fcarcc 
any  writer  of  his  own  time,  befides  himfelf,  was  free. 
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fiiduld  be ;  but  the  other,  in  the  perfon  of  CyrUs  and  thti 
Ferjums  fafhioned  a  government,  fuch  as  might  bed  be: 
So  much  more  profitabk  and  gracious  is  dodtrine  by 
enfample,  than  by  rule*    So  have  I  laboured  to  do^  in 
the  perfon  oi  Arthur  \  whom,  I  conceive,  after  his  long 
education  by  T^imm  (to  iK^hom  he  lva$»  by  Merlin^  deli- 
vered to  be  brought  up,  fo  foon  as  he  was  born  of  thd 
Lady  Igrayne)  to  have  fecn<  in  a  dream  or  vifion,  the' 
Fairy  ^ifept  with  whofe  excellent  beauty  ravilhcdj    he' 
awaking,  refolved  to  feek  her  out :  And  fo  being  by 
Merlin  armed  and  by  Ttfnm  thoroughly  tnftruded,  hd 
went  to  feek  her  forth  in  Fairy-land.  In  that  Fairy  ^eeni 
I  mean  glory  in  my  general  intention  -,  but  ia  my  parti- 
cular, I  conceive,  the  moft  excellent  and  glorious  perfom 
of  our  fovereign,    the  Queen,   and  her  Kingdom   in 
Fatry-land.    And  yet  in  fome  places  elfe,  I  do  oKherwife 
ihadow  her.    For  confidering  (he  beareth  two  perfons,^^ 
the  one  of  a  nioft  royal  Queen  or  Emprefs  the  other  of 
z  moft  virtuous  and  beautiful  Lady  *,  this  latter  part^ 
in  fome  places,  I  do  exprefs  in  Bilphabe\  faihioning  her 
name  according  to  your  own  excellent  zonctit  of  Cynthia^ 
Fbcibe  and  Cynthia  being  both  names  of  Diana.   So  in 
the  perfon  of  Prince  Arthur^  I  fet  forth  Magmficence  ia 
particular :  which  vertue,  for  that  (according  to  Artjlotlei 
and  the  reft)  it  is  the  perfection  of  all  the  reft^  and  contain^ 
ctb  in  it  them  all  *,  therefore  in  the  whole  courfe,  I  mention 
the  deeds  oi Arthur  applicable  to  that  vertue, which  Iwrite  of 
in  that  book.    But  of  the  twelve  other  vertues,  I  make 
twelve  other  Knights  the  patrons,  tor  the  more  variety  of 
the  hiftory :  Of  which  theie  three  books  contain  thfec^  Tbei 
firft,  of  the  Knight  of  i\it  Red-crofs^j  in  whom  I  exprefs 
Hotinefs'j  The  fecond,  of  Sir  Guyon-,  in  whom  I  fet  forth 
Temperance:  The  third  of  BritomartiSy  a  Lady  Knight ; 
in  wnom  I  picture  Chajitty.    But  becaufe  the  beginning 
of  the  whole  work  feeooeth  abrupt^  and  as  depending 
upon  other  antecedents,  it  needs  that  ye  know  the  occa^ 
lion  of  thefe  three  Knights  feveral  adventures.    For  the 
method  of  »  Poet  hiftorical,  is  not  fuql\  of  an  hiftorio' 
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graphen  For  an  Hiftoriograper  difcourfeth  of  afFairs 
orderly  as  they  were  done,  accounting  as  wdl  the  times 
as  the  a&ions;  but  a  Poet  thrufteth  into  the  fniddeft, 
even  where  it  moft  concerneth  him  \  and  there  recourf- 
ing  to  the  things  forepaft,  and  devining  of  things  to 
come,  maketha  pieafing  analyfis  of  alL  The  beginning 
therefore  of  my  hiftory,  if  it  were  to  be  told  by  an 
Hiftoriographer,  (hould  be  the  twelfth  book,  which  is 
the  laft ;  where  I  devife,  that  the  Fairy-^ueen  kept  her 
annual  feaft  twelve  days :  Upon  which  twelve  fcveraldays 
theoccafions  of  the  twelve  ieveral  adventures  happened; 
which  being  underuken  by  twelve  feveral  Knighcs  are  in 
thefe  twelve  books  feverally  handled  and  difcoudcd. 

The  6rft  was  this;  in  the  beginning  of  the  feaft,* 
there  prefented  himfelf  a  tall  clownifh  young  Man ;  who 
falling  before  the  ^een  of  Fairy s^  defired  a  boon  (as  the 
manner  then  was)  which,  during  the  feaft,  (he  mi^ 
not  rcfiife:  which  was,  that  he  might  have  the  at- 
chievement  of  any  adventure,  which,  during  that  feaft 
ihould  happen.  That  being  granted,  he  refted  htmfelll 
on  the  floor,  unfit,  through  his  rufticity,  for  a  better 
p^IaCe.  Soon  after  entred  a  fair  Lady  in  mourning  weeds, 
riding  on  a  white  afs,  with  a  dwarf  behind  her,  leading 
a  warlike  fteed,  that  bore  the  armour  of  a  Knight,  and 
his  fpear  in  the  dwarPs  hand,  (he  falling  before  the 
^em  of  Fairys^  complained,  that  her  father  arid  mother, 
£in  ancient  King  and  Queen,  had  been  by  an  huge 
dragon,  many  years,  fhut  up  in  a  brazen  caftle;  who 
thence  fufFred  them  not  toiflue:  and  therefore  befbughc 
the  Fairy  ^een  to  affign  her  fome  one  of  her  Knighcs  to 
take  on  him  that  eitploit.  Prefently  that  clownifh  perfon 
upftarting,  defired  that  adventure :  whereat  the  Queen 
much  wondering,  and  the  Lady  much  gain-faying,  yet 
he  eameftly  importuned  his  defire.  In  the  end,  the 
Lady  told  him,  unlefs  that  armour  which  Ihe  brought, 
•would  ferve  him  (that  is  the  armour  of  a  chriftian  man, 
fpettiicd  by  St,  Faul^  E^hef,  v.)  that  he  could  not  fac- 
"'     ■  cccd 
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•  I  Ihall  Ihorten  my  remarks  on  the  following  |)ooks ; 
yet  the  beauties  in  them  rife  (o  thick,  that  I  mufl  not 
pafs  them  by  without  mentioning  fome.  The  fecond 
legend  is  framed  on  the  vertue  of  Tetnperance^  which 
gives  the  author  opportunity  to  lay  out  in  defcription  all 
the  moft  luxurious  images  of  pleafure,  riches  and  riot 
which  are  oppofed  to  it,  and  confequently  n>akes  it  one 
of  the  moft  poetical  books  of  this  whole  work.  Sir 
Gufon  is  the  hero,  and  the  poet  has  given  him  fobriety 
in  the  habit  of  a  Palmer,  for  his  guide  and  counfellor  ; 
as  Homer  has  fuppofed  Minerva  or  Wifdom  in  the  fhape 
of  Mentor  to  attend  Telemacbus  in  his  travels,  when  he 
is  leeking  out  his  father  Ufyjfes.  That  fliining  defcription  of 
Bdpbie^y  as  a  huntrefs,  like  Venus  in  yirgil  appearing 
to  her  fon  jEneas^  is  deHgned  as  a  compliment  on  Queen 
Elizaietbj  and  is  therefore  wrought  up  with  the  moft 
finifhed  beauty.  Her  fpeech  in.praife  of  that  true  glory, 
which  is  only  attained  by  labour  and  ftudy,  is  not  only 
extremely  proper  to  the  fubjeft  of  this  book,  but  ad- 
mirable, if  we  confider  it  as  the  fenfe  of  that  Princefs, 
and  as  a  ihort  charadter  of  fo  aftive  and  glorious  a  reign-. 

Abroad  in  arms,  at  home  in  ftudious  kind. 
Who  feeks  with  painful  toil,  fhall  honour  fooneft  find. 

In  woods,  in  waves,  in  wars  fhe  wont  to  dwell. 
And  will  be  found  with  peril  and  with  pain, 
Ne  can  the  man  that  moulds  in  idle  cell 
Unto  her  happy  maniion  attain : 
Before  her  gate  high  God  did  fweat  ordain. 
And  wakeful  watches  ever  to  abide : 
But  eafy  is  the  way,  and  paiTage  plain 
To  pleafure's  palace,  it  may  foon  be  fpide. 
And  day  and  night  her  doors  to  all  ftand  open  wide. 

Such  paiiages  as  thefe  kindle  in  the  mind  a  generous 
emulation,*  and  are  an  honour  to  the  art  of  poetry,  which  - 
ought  always  to  recommend  worthy  fcntinicnts.     Tlie 
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reader  may  fee  in  the  fixth  canto  a  charaflcr  quioe  :op« 
ppfite  tQ  this,  in  jhat  of  Idlenefs  \  who  draws  Sir  Gi0m 
for  a  while  from  his  guide,  and  lays  him  afleep  in  her 
ifland.     Her  fong  with  which  flie  charms  him  ii^to  a 

flumber» 

.   Behold,  O  man  !  that  toilfome  pains  doft  take^v 
The  fiowres,  the  fieldp,  and  all  thatpleafant  grows; 

IS  very  artfully  adapted  tx>  the  occalion  ;  and  is  a  con- 
trad  to  that  fpeech  of  Bdphabe^  I  have  juft  quoted. 

The  epifode  of  Mammon^  who  in  the  Palmer's  abr 
fence  leads  Sir  Gufcn  into  his  cave,  and  tempts  him 
with  a  furvey  of  bis  riches,  very  properly  diverfifies  the 
entercainment  in  this  book ;  and  ^ves  occafion  to  t 
noble  fpeech  againft  riches,  ancl  the  mifchievous  eSe£b 
of  them.  I  have,  in  the  difcourfe  on  allegory,  taken 
notice  of  the  fiends  '  and  fpedrcs^  which  ate  placed  in 
crouds  at  the  entrance  to  this  plap^.  The  author  fupv 
pofes  the  houfe  of  riches  to  lie  almoft  contiguous  to 
hell  ^  and  the  guard  he  fets  upon  it»  exprelles  a  very 
juft  moral. 

Before  the  door  fate  felf-confuming  Care. 
Day  and  night  keeping  wary  watch  and  ward. 

The  light  which  is  let  into  this  place. 

Such  as  a  lamp,  whofe  life  doth  fade  away  ; 
Or  as  the  moon,  cloathed  with  cloudy  night : 

The  fmoakinefs  of  it,  and  the  flavcs  of  Mammon  work-  ' 
iiig  at  an  hundred  furnaces,  are  all  defcribed  in  theraoft 
lively  manner  :  As  their  fudden  looking  at  Sir  Guyon  is 
a  circumftance  very  naturally  reprefented.  The  walks 
thro'  which  Mammon  afterwards  leads  the  Knight,  arc 
agreeably  Varied.  The  defcription  oiAmbition^  and  of  the 

.    .  gardca 
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garden  of  Proferpine^  are  gpod  allegories ;  and  Sir  Guy^^s 
lalUng  into  a  fwoon  on  his  coming  into  the  open  air, 
gives  occafion  to  a  fine  machine  of  the  appearance  of  an 
heavenly  fpirit  in  the  next  canto;  by  whofe  affiftance  he 
is  reftored  to  the  Palmer. 

I  cannot  think  the  Poet  fo  fuccefsful  in  his  deicrip. 
tion  of  the  houfe  of  Temperance  %  in  which  the  allegory* 
feems  to  be  debafed  by  a  mixture  of  too  many  lour 
images,  as  Dietj  ConcoSitm^  Dtgefiion^  and  the  like; 
vhich  are  Teprdented  t%  peribns.  But  the  allegorical 
defcription  of  Msnwry^  which  follows  foon  after,  is  very 
good. 

The  nirah  canto,  in  which  the  author  has  made  an 
abridgment  of  the  old  Britijb  hiftory,  is  a  very  amuHng 
digreffion;  but  might  have  been  more  artfully  introduced. 
Homer  or  Virgil  would  not  have  fufiered  the  aftion  of 
the  poem  to  ftand  ftill  whilft  the  hero  had  been  reading 
over  a  book  v  but  would  have  put  the  hiftory  in  the 
mouth  of  ibme  proper  perfon  to  relate  it.  But  I  have 
already  fafd,  that  this  work  is  not  to  be  examined  by 
the  ftrift  rules  of  epic  poetry. 

The  laft  canto  of  this  fecond  book  being  defigned  to 
fcew  the  Utmoft  tryal  of  the  vertuc  of  Temperance^ 
abounds  with  the  moft  pleafurable  ideas  and  reprefenta- 
tions  which  the  fancy  c^  the  poet  could  aflemble  to- 
gether; but  from  the  fifty -eighth  ftanza  to  theend,  it 
is  for  the  moft  pare  copied,  and  many  whole  ftanza's 
tranflated^  from  the  famous  epifode  of  Armida  in  Tajjo. 
The  reader  may  obfervc,  that  the  Italian  genius  for  lux-  . 
ury  appears  very  much  in  the  defcripcions  of  the  gar- 
den, the  fountain,  and  the  nymphs;  which  however  are 
finely  amplified  and  improved  by  oQr  Englijb  poet.  I 
Ihall  give  but  one  inilance  in  the  following  celebrated 
ftanza;  which,  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  thofe  who 
may  be  willing  to  compare  the  copy  with  the  original^ 
I  Ihall  fee  down  in  Italian. 

Vezxoji, 
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Vezzoji  augelliy  infra  k  verdifronde^ 
Temprano  a  pnyoii  lafcivette  note  5 
Mormora  Faura^  e  fa  lefoglie  e  Ponde 
'  Garrifj  che  variainente  ella  pifcoU. 
^uando  taccion  gli  augelliy  alttf  rifponde ; 
"    Sluando  cantan  gli  augei^  piu  lieve  fcote. 

Sia  cafo  0  d^arte^  hor  accompagna^  ed  bora 
Altema  iverfi lor  la  muftia ora. 

« 

Spenfer  has  two  ftanza's  on  this  thought ;  the  laft  of 
which  only  is  an  imitation  ofTaJfoj  but  with  finer  turns 
of  the  verle :  which  are  fo  artificial,  that  he  feems  to 
make  the  mufick  he  dcfcribes.  '      \ 

Eftfoons'they  heard  a  mod  delicious  found 
Of  all  that  mote  delight  a  dainty  car ; 
Such  as  at  once  might  not  on  living  ground. 
Save  in  this  paradife  be  heard  eifewhere  : 
Right  hard  It  was  for  wight  which  did  it  hear. 
To  read  what  manner  mufick  that  mote  be. 
For  all  that  pleafing  is  to  living  ear 
Was  there  conforted  in  one  harmony; 

Birds,  voices,  inftruments,  winds,  waters,  all  agree. 

The  joyous  birds,  (hrouded  in  chearful  (hade. 
Their  notes  unto  the  voice  attempred  fweet; 
Th'  angelical,  foft  trembling  voices  made 
To  th*  inftruments  divine  refpondence  meet  5 
The  filver-founding  inftruments  did  meet 
With  the  bafe  murmur  of  the  water's  fall; 
The  water's  fall,  with^diflFerencc  difcreet^ 
Now  foft,  now  loud,  unto  the  wind  did  call ; 

The  gentle  warbling  wind  low  anfwered  to  all. 

Sir  Guyon  and  the  Palmer,  refcuing  the  youth  who 
was  held  captive  by  Acrajia  in  this  delightful  manfion, 
refembles  that  of  the  two  warriors  recovering  Rinaldo 
from  the  charms  of  Armido  in  the  Italian  poem. 

Ill 


iSttd  in  that  entetprHe :  which  being  foithwMi  put  tipm' 
hiETiy  with  due  furnitures  thereunto,  he  feemed  the 
goodlieft  man  in  all  that  con>pany,  and  was  well  iiked 
(rf*  the  Lady.  And  eftfoons  taking  on  him  Knighthood^ 
and  mounting  on  that  ftrange  courier,  he  went  forth 
with  her  on  that  adventure  \  where  beginneth  the  firft 
book,  viz. 

A  gentk  Kmgbt  was  priching  on  the  Plflin^  &c. 

The  fecond  day  there  came  in  a  Palmer,  bearing  an 
infant,  with  bloody  hands;  whofe  parents  he  com- 
plained, to  have  been  flain  by  an  enchantrefs,  called 
Acrafia ;  and  therefore  craved  of  the  Fairy  9^etn^  to  ap- 
point him  fome  Knight  to  perform  chat  adventure : 
which  being  aflTigned  to  Sir  Guyon^  he  prefencly  went 
forth  with  that  fame  Palmer.  Which  is  the  beginning 
of  the  fecond  book,  and  the  whole  fubjeft  thereof.  The 
third  day  there  came  in  a  groom,  who  complained  before 
the  Fairy  ^ee»,  that  a  vile  enchanter,  called  Bufirane^ 
bad  in  hand  a  mod  fair  Lady,  called  Amaretta ;  whom 
he  kept  in  moft  grievous  torment,  becaufe  (he  would  not 
yield  him  the  pleafure  of  her  body.i  Whereupon  Sir 
Satdameur^  the  Lover  of  that  Lady,  prefcntly  took  on 
him  that  adventure.  But  being  unable  to  perform  it,  by 
reafon  of  the  hard  enchantments,  after  long  forrow,  in 
the  end  met  with  Britomartis^  who  fuccoured  him,  and 
refcucd  his  Love. 

But  by  occafion  .hereof,  many  other  adventures  are 
intermedled,  but  rather  as  accidents,  than  intendments: 
As,  the  love  of  Britomatt^  the  overthrow  of  Marinell^ 
the  mifery  of  Florimell^  the  virtuoufnefs  o\'  Belpbcsbe^  the 
lafcivioufncfs  ot  Hellenora^  and  many  the  like. 

Thus  much,    Sir  I  have  briefly  over-run,  to  diredk 
your  undcrftanding  to  the  Well-head  ol  the  hiftory ;  that 
from  thence  gathering  the  whole  intention  of  the  con- 
ceit 


xxxvSi       A  Utter  tf  the  Aabar^  &rc; 

ceic,  ye  may,  as  in  a  handful,  gripe  all  the  difcourle  i 
which  otherwife  may  haply  feem  tedious  and  confufed. 
So  humbly  craving  the  continuance  of  your  honourable 
favour  towards  me,  and  the  eternal  eftabiilhment  of 
your  ^appinefs,  I  humbly  take  leave. 


23  January^ 
1589. 


Tour  friojl  humbly  affeSionate^ 


Edmund  SpenTer. 
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In  the  third  book,  the  chara6lcr  of  Britomartisy  a 
lady  errant,  who  is  the  heroine,  and  performs  the  chief 
adventure,  refembles  Ariofto^s  Bradamante^  and  TaJfo*s 
Qcrinda ;  as  they  are  all  copies  of  the  Camilla  in  FirgiL 

Among  the  chief  beauties  in  this  book,  we  may 
reckon  that  epifode  in  which  Britofnartis  goes  to  the 
cave  of  Merliny  and  is  entertained  with  a  prophetical  ac- 
count of  her  future  marriage  and  offspring.  This 
thought  is  remotely  taken  from  Virgil^  but  more  im- 
mediately from  Ariofto ;  who  has  reprefented  Bradamante 
on  the  like  occafion  making  a  vifit  to  the  tomb  of  Mer^ 
Un  \  which  he  is  forced  for  that  purpofe  to  fuppofe  to 
be  in  Gaul:  where  ihe  fees  in  like  manner,  in  a  vifion^ 
the  heroes  and  captains  who  were  to  be  her  defcendents. 

The  ftory  of  Marinely  and  that  of  the  birth  of  Belphcsbe 
and  AmoreU  in  which  the  manner  of  Ovid  is  well  imi- 
tated,  are  very  amufing.  That  complaint  againft  Nighty 
at  the  end  of  the  fourth  canto. 

Night,  thou  foul  mother  of  annoyance  fad. 
Sifter  of  heavy  death,  and  nurfe  of  woe,  fcf^. 

tho*  it  were  only  confidercd  as  detached  from  the  reft, 
might  be  efteemed  a  very  fine  piece  of  poetry.  But 
there  is  nothing  more  entertaining  in  this  whole  book, 
than  the  profpeft  of  the  gardens  of  Adonis^  which  is 
varyed  trom  the  Btruoer  of  Blifs  in  the  former  book,  by 
an  agreeable  mixture  of  philofophical  fable.  The  figure 
of  time  walking  in  this  garden,  fpoiling  the  beauty  of 
it,  and  cutting  down  the  flowers,  is  a  very  fine  and 
fignificant  allegory. 

I  cannot  fo  much  commend  the  ftory  of  the  Squire 
of  Dameij  and  the  intrigue  between  Paridel  and  Helle-- 
nore:  Thefe  paflages  favour  too  much  of  the  coarfe  and 
comick  mixtures  in  Ariofto.  But  that  Image  of  Jealoufyy 
at  the  end  of  the  tenth  canto,  grown  to  a  favage,  throw- 
ing himfelf  into  a  cave,  and  lying  there  without  ever 
Glutting  one  eye,  under  a  craggy  clift  juft  threatning  to 
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fall,  is  ftrongly.  conceived,  and  very  pocticaU  There  is 
like  wife  a  great  variety  of  fancy  in^  drawing  up  aiid  dtf- 
tinguiftitng,  by  their  proper  embiems,  the  vifibnary 
pcrfons  in  the  mafque  of  Cupi4r^  which  is  one.  of  the  ch^f 
cmbclIiQimcnts  of  this  book.   .       . 

In  the  ftory  ofCamielznd  Qanace^  in  the  fourth  book, 
the  author  has  taken  the  rife  of  his  invention  ft-Qoi  the 
Squire's  Tale  in  Chaucer^  the  greateft  part  9f  which  was 
loft.  The  battle  of  Cambel  with  the  three  brethren,  and 
the  fudden  partjng  of  it  by  that  beautiful  tnachine  of  the 
appearance  of  Concord*^  who  by  a  touch  of  her  wand 
charms  down  the  fury  of  the  warriors,  and  converts  them 
into  friends ;  is  one  of  the  moft  (hining  paifage^  in  this 
legend.  We  may  add  to  this  the  fidion  concerning  the 
girdle  of  Fkrimel^  which  is  a  good  allegory^  as  alfo  the 
defcription  of  Ati  or  Difcord:  That  <n  Care^  working 
like  a  fmith,  and  living  amidfl:  the  perpetual  noife  of 
hammers  ;  and  efpecially  the  temple  oiVenm^  wliicb  is 
adorned  with  a  great  variety  of  fancy.  The  prayer  of  a 
lover  in  this  temple,  which  begins. 

Great  Venus^  Queen  of  beauty  and  of  grace,    ' 

is  taken  from  Lucretius's  invocation  of  the  fame  God- 
dels  in  the  beginning  of  his  poem,  and  may  be  reck* 
oned  one  of  the  moft  elegant  tranflations  in  our  language^ 
The  continuation  of  the  fable  of  Marinelj  tbo^  not  (b 
ftridtly  to  the  fubjed  of  this  legend,  gives  occafion  to 
the  poet  to  introduce  that  admirable  epifodeof  the  Mar^ 
riage  of  the  Thames  and  the  Medway  s  with  the  train  cf 
the  fea-gods.  Nymphs,  and  Rivers,  and  eljpecially  thofe 
of  Englafid  and  Ireland^  that  were  prefent  zi  the  cere- 
mony: all  which  are  defcribed  with  a  fuprizing  variety, 
and  with  very  agreeable  mixtures  of  Geography ;  among 
\vhich  Spenfer  has  not  forgot  to  mention  his  Mulla^  the 
river  which  ran  thro*  his  own  grounds. 

Befides  the  general  morals  and  allegories  in  the  Fairy 
^sen^  there  are  fome  parallel  paflages  and  charafters, 
which,  as  I  have  faid,  were  dcfigned  to  allude  to  particular 
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TaSlion^  and  pcrforisj  yet  no  part  is  fo  fuHof  them  as 
the  fifth  boftkjWhfch  berng  framed  on  the  vertue  of  J/j/^/Vtf 
i&a  kifld  of  figtirative  reprefentation  of  Queen  Elizabeth*^ 
Tt^n.  Mfere  we  meet  with  her  agafn,  under  the  name 
of  MerciUa-j  we  fee  her  fending  relief  tx^Belge^  or  the 
Netberlandsi  and-rcducing  the  tyrannical  power  of  Gery- 
oneo^  or  Spain. '-  Fler  court  and  attendants  are  drawn  with 
a  Majefty  fui table  to  her  chara<^r;  the  reader  will  eafily 
perceive  that  the  trial  of  the  Queen  of  Scots  is  Ihadowed 
in  the  ninth  canto:  but  the  poet  has  avoided  the  cataf- 
trophe  of  her  death,  and  has  artfully  touched  on  the 
Queen's  reludtance  and  tendcrnefs  in  that  affair;  by 
which  he  has  turned  the  compliment  on  her  juftice,  into 
another  on  her  mercy. 

Talus  with  his  iron  flail,  if^ho  attends  Artbegal^  is  a 
bold  allegorical  figure,  to  fignify  the  execution  of  juftice. 

The  next  book,  which  is  the  fixth,  is  on  the  fubjeft  of 
Ctmrteff.  I  fhall  not  prolong  this  difcourfe  to  trace  out 
particular  paflages  in  it,  but  only  mention  that  remark- 
able one  in  the. tenth  canto;  where  the  author  has  intro- 
duced himfelf  under  the  perfon  of  Colin  Clout.  That 
vein  of  paftoral  which  runs  thro*  this  part  of  the  work, 
is  indeed  different  from  the  reft  of  the  poem.  But  ^qff'oy 
in  a  more  regular  plan,  has  mingled  the  paftoral  tafte 
with  the.heroick,  in  his  reprefentation  oi Erminia  among 
the  ihepberds.  The  pifture  which  Spenfer  has  here  given 
us  of  his  miftrefs,  dancing  among  the  Graces,  is  a  very 
agreeable  one,  and  difcovers  all  the  flcill  of  the  painter, 
affillcd  by  the  pafBon  of  the  lover. 

Tho*  the  remaining  fix  books;  which  were  to  have 
compleatedthis  beautiful  and  moral  poem,  are  loft;  we 
have  a  noble  fragment  of  them  preferved  in  the  two 
canto's  of  .Mutability :  This  is  in  my  opinion,  the  moft 
fublinne  and  beft  invented  allegory  in  the  whole  work. 
The  fable  of  Arlo-bill^  and  of  the  river  Molanna^  which 
is  a  digreflion  on  this  occafion,  has  all  the  beauty  we 
admire  in  the  Metamarphofes  of  Ovid.  But  the  Pedcgrcc 
ef  Mutakiliiy,    who  is  reprcfcntcd  as  a  giantefs ;    her 
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progrefs  from  the  •earth  to  the  circle  of  the  moon ;  the 
commotion  fhe  raifes  there,  by  endeavouring  to  remove 
that  planet  from  the  sky ;  and  the  fhadow  which  is  caft, 
during  the  attempt,  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  are 
greatly  imagined.  We  find  feveral  ftrains  of  invention 
in  this  fable,  which  might  appear  not  unworthy  even 
of  Hcmer  himfelf.  Jupiter  is  alarmed,  and  fends  Mercury 
to  know  the  reafon  of  this  ftrife,  and  to  bring  the 
offender  before  him.  How  Homer-XiVjt  are  thofe  lines^ 
after  he  has  concluded  his  fpeech  among  the  Gods  ? 

So  having  faid  he  ceaft,  and  with  his  brow. 

His  black  eye  brow,  whofe  doomful  dreaded  beck 

Is  wont  to  wield  the  world  unto  his  vow. 

And  ev'n  the  higheft  powers  of  heaven  to  check. 

Made  fign  to  them  in  their  degrees  to  fpeak« 


And  afterwards : 


With  that  be  Ihook 


His  ne6lar-dewed  locks,  with  which  the  fkies, 
And  all  the  workl  beneath  for  terror  quook. 
And  eft  his  burning  levin-brond  in  hand  he  took. 

The  (imile  likewife,  in  which  the  Gods  are  reprefented 
looking  on  Mutahility  with  furprize. 


'  *■      ■! 


•Like  a  fort  of  fleers. 


'Mongfl  whom  feme  beaft,  of  ftrange  and  foreign  race, 
Unwares  is  chanc'd,  far  ftraying  from  his  peers ; 

is  very  much  in  the  fimplicity  of  that  old  father  of 
heroick  poetry/  Mutability  appeals  from  Jitter  to 
Nature^  before  whom  fhe  obtains  a  hearing.  The  poet 
on  this  occafion  has  with  a  moft  abundant  fancy,  drawn 
out  to  a  review  the  four  feafons,  the  months,  day  and 
night,  the  hours,  life  and  death  ;  Change  afTerts  hec  do- 
minion over  them  all,  and  over  the  heavens  themfelves. 
All  creatures  are  reprefented  looking  up  in  the  fece  of 
nature,  -in  expectation  of  the  fcntcncc.  The  conclufion 
•  is 
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IT  is  hoped  the  reader  will  find  this  edition  more  cor* 
re&  than  any  of  the  former^  as  care  has  been  taken 
not  only  to  corred:  it  from  the  moft  authentick  copies^ 
but  to  follow  likewife^  for  the  moft  part,  the  old  fpei- 
ling.  It  muft  be  owned  however,  that  Spenfer  himfelf  it 
irregular  in  this,  and  often  writes  the  fame  word  diflb: 
rently,  efpecially  at  the  end  of  a  line^  where,  according 
to  the  pra&ice  of  that  age,  he  frequently  alters  the  fp^v 
ling  for  the  fake  of  the  rhime,  and  even  fometimes  only 
to  make  the  rhime  appear  more  eza£t  to  the  eye  of  the 
reader.  In  this,  the  old  editions  are  not  every  where 
followed ;  but  when  the  fenfe  is  rendered  obfcure  by  fucli 
alterations,  the  words  are  reftored  to  their  proper  ortbo-» 
graphy. 

The  Gloffary^  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume,  coa« 
tains  the  greateft  part  of  the  old  or  obfcure  words  \  Tome 
of  which,  for  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  curious,  are  illuf- 
trated  by  their  etymologies.  Yet  it  muft  be  obfervedy 
that  in  this  way  of  explaining  the  language  of  an  au- 
thor, there  is  need  of  great  caution  \  tor  words  are 
often  varied  by  time  from  their  original  fenfe,  as  tides 
from  the  fea  wear  away  their  firft  tindure  by  the  length 
of  their  courfe,  and  by  mingling  with  the  fre/h  waters 
that  fall  in  with  th^m.  Spen/cr^s  old  words  are  of  a  mixed' 
derivation,  from  the  luilin^  Saxon^  Rumcky  French  and 
German  languages;  many  of  thefe  he  received  from 
Cbatuer\  and  many  others  are  of  his  own  making.  He 
likewifi;  ufes  the  fame  word  in  different  fenfes^  fo  that 
it  wouldnot  be  fufficient  to  explain  him  by  the  help  of 
di^onaries  only,  without  permitting  him  to  be  his  own 

inter* 
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Interprets.  The  liberty  he  has  taken  is  indeed  verjr 
great,  and  the  poetical  licences^  fuch  as  lengthning  or 
contracting  words,  by  the  adding  or  dropping  a  fyl- 
labk  (a  pra&ioe  he  fiacms  to  have  learned  from  the  7/^- 
kans)  would  be  unpardonable  ift  a  writer  of  -  lefs  merit. 
Yet,  with  all  its  inf)perfe£tions,  it  mufl  be  faid,  that  his 
didion  is,  for  the  moil  part,  ftrong,  fignificant  and 
harmonious;  and  much  more  fublime  and  beautiful 
than  that  of  any  Em^  poeCi  who  had  writtien  bc^ 
liiin« 
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is  great,  and  contains  a  n^ble  moral;  That  tho  all 
things  are  varyed  and  (hift  their  forms,  they  do  not 
perilh,  but  return  to  their  firft  beings  }  and  chat  Muta- 
biiity  only  Ihail  be  at  lad  entirely  deftroyed,  and  the  time 
Ihall  come  in  which  Chatige  jhall  he  no  more. 

I  have  not  yet  faid  any  thing  concerning  Spenfer^s  ver« 
fification  -,  in  which,  tho'  he  is  not  always  equal  to  him* 
felf,  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  be  is  fuperior  to  all  his. 
cotemporaries,  and  even  to  thofe  that  followed  him  for 
fomc  time,  except  Fairfax^  the  applauded  tranflator  of 
^affo.  In  this  he  commendably  ftudyed  the  Ilalians^  and 
mufl  be  allowed  to  have  been  a  great  improver  of  our 
'UngUJb  numbers:  before  his  time,  mufick  feems  to* 
have  been  fo  much  a  ftranger  to  our  poetry,  that,  ex- 
cepting the  Earl  of  &urrf%  lyricks,  we  have  very  few 
examples  of  verfes  that  had  any  tolerable  cadence.  In 
Chaucer  there  is  fo  little  of  this,  that  many  of  his  liffis 
are  not  even  reftrained  to  a  certain  number  of  fyllables* 
Inftances  of  this  loofe  verfe  are  likewife  to  be  found  in 
our  author,  but  it  is  only  in  fuch  places  where  he  has 
purpofely  imitated  Chaucer ^  as  in  the  fecond  eclogue,  and 
fome  others.  This  great  defed  of  harmony  put  the  wits 
in  Queen  Eli%abetk*%  reign  upon  a  defign  of  totally 
changing  our  numbers,  not  only  by  banilhing  rhime^ 
but  by  new  moulding  our  language  into  the  feet  and 
meafures  of  the  Latin  poetry.  Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  at 
the  head  of  this  proje£):,  and  has  accordingly  given  us 
Ibme  hexameter  and  pentameter  verfes  in  his  Arcadia. 
But  the  experiment  foon  failed ;  and  tho  our  author, 
by  fome  paflages  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Harvey^  feems  not 
to  have  difapproved  it,  yet  it  does  not  appear  by  thofe 
poems  of  his,  which  are  preferved,  that  he  gave  it  any 
authority  by  his  example. 

As  to  the  Stanza  in  which  the  Fairy  ^een  is  written, 
tho*  the  author  cannot  be  commended  for  his  choice  ot' 
it,  yet  it  is  much  more  harmonious  in  its  kind  than  the 
heroick  verfe  of  that  age.  It  is  almoft  the  fame  with 
what  the  Italians  call  their  Oltave  Rime^  which  is  ulcd 

both 
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both  by  Aricjic  zndTaffbj  but  improved  by  Spenfer^  with 
the  addition  of  a  line  more  in  the  clofe,  of  the  length 
of  our  alexandrines.  The  defedb  of  it,  in  long  or  nar- 
rative poems  is  apparent.  The  fame  meafure,  clofed 
always  by  a  full  ftop,  in  the  fame  place,  by  which  every 
ftanza  is  made  as  it  were  a  diftinfb  paragraph,  grows 
tirefom  by  continual  repetition,  and  frequently  breaks 
the  fenfe,  when  it  ought  to  be  carryed  on  without  inter- 
ruption.  With  this  exception,  the  reader  will  however 
find  it  harmonious,  full  of  well-founding  epithets,  and 
of  fuch  elegant  turns  on  the  thought  and  words,  that 
Dryden  *  himfelf  owns  he  learned  thefe  graces  of  verfc 
chiefly  from  our  author ;  and  does  not  fcruple  to  fay, 
that  in  this  particular  onfy  Yir^l  furpaffed  bim  among  the 
Romans,  and  only  Waller  among  the  Engliih. 

*  Didica^M  t§  Javenal^ 
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LP  I  the  man^  whofe  nvs&  whylome  did  maflc^ 
As  time  her  taught,  in  lowly  Shepherds  wceds^ 
Am  now  enforct  a  far  uofitter  taik, 
For  trumpets  fleirn  to  change  mine  oaten  reeds,  * 

And  fiog  of  Knights,  and  Ladies  gentle  deeds  ^ 
Whofe  praifes  hating  flept  in  fiience  long, '  % 

Me,  all  too  mean,  die  facred  mufe  areeds 
To  blazon  'broad^  amongft  her  learned  throng: 
Fierce  wars,  and  faithful  loves,  ihall  morahze  my  fong» 

IL 
Help  then,  O  holy.  Virgin, '  chief  of  nine, 

Thy  weaker  novice  to  perform  thy  will : 

JjSLj  forth  out  of  thine  everlafting  ferine 

Thelmtiqye  rolls  which  there  lie  hidden  ftill, 

Of  Fairy  Knights,  and  faireft  ^anaquil^ 

Whom  that  moft  noblp  Briton  Prince  To  long 

Sought  through  the  world,  and  fuflfred  fo  mugh  ill, 

That  1  muft  rue  his  uridelerved  wrong : 
0 1  help  thou  my  weak  wit,  and  iharpen  my  dull  tong. 
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IIL 

And  thou  moft  dreaded  imp  of  higheft  Jme^ 
Fair  Venus  Ton,  that  with  thy  cruel  dart 
At  that  good  Knight  fo  cunningly  didfl;  rove, 
Tb^  g)0)4ouj$  fire  it  kindled  in  his  heart,  " 
Liy  noi^r  thy" deadly  heben'bowfe  apart. 
And  with  thy  mother  mild  come  to  mine  ayd : 
Come  both,  and  with  .you  bring  triumphant  Mart^ 
In  loves  and  gentle  jollities  arrayd. 

After  his  murdrous  fpoils  and  bloody  rage  allayd. 

And  with  them  eke,  'O  Goddefs  heavenly  brigKt,'' 
Mirrour  of  grace  and  majefiy  divine. 
Great  Lady  of  the  greate^  ifle,  whole  light 
Like  Pbahus  lamp  throughout  the  world  doth  fhinc^ 
Shed  thy  /air  beams  injo  niy  feeble  ey ne. 
And  raife^mj^  thoughts,  tcxi'liumble,  kridtdoVilfc, 
To  think  of  thot^rue-^^ri^us  type  of  thine. 
The  argument  of  mine  affliAed  ftile : 

The  which  to  hear,  vouchfafe,  O  deareft  dread  a-while* 


w 
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ff 

I'he  Patron  of  true  Holimfs^ 
Foul  Error  doth  defeat : 
.  liypocrijie^  him  to  entraps 
Doth  to  bis  home  intreat.  , 

L  . 

A  gentle  Knight  was  pricking  on  the  plain, 
Yclad  ih  mighty  arms  and  filver  fhield. 
Wherein  old  dints  of  dfecp  wounds  did  remain^ 
The  cruel  marks  of  many  a  bloody  field ; 
Yet  arms  till  that  time  did  he  never  wield: 
His  angry  fteed  did  chide  his  foaming  bit ; 
As,  mu<ihr  difdaining  to  the  curb  to  vield: 
Full  jolly  Knight  he  feem'd,  and  fair  aid  fit. 
As  one  for  knightly  giulls  and  fierce  encounters  fit* 
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11. 

And  on  his  bread  a  bloody  crofs  he  bore, 
The  dear  remembrance  of  his  dying  Lord, 
For  whofe  fweec  fake  that  glorious,  badge  he  worCf 
And  dead  (as  living)  ever  him  ador'd :  • 

Upon  his  fhieid  the  like  was  alio  fcor'd. 
For  foveraine  hope,  which  in  his  help  he  had : 
Right  faithful  true  he  was  in  deed  and  word  ^ 
But  of  his  cheer  did  feem  too  folemn  fad : 

Yet  nothing  did  he  dread,  but  ever  was  ydrad. 

Ill- 

Upon  a  great  adventure  he  was  bond. 
That  greateft  Ghriana  to  him  gave. 
That  gneateft  glorious  Queen  of  Fairy  lond. 
To  wm  him  worfhip,  and  her  grace  to  have« 
Which  of  all  earthly  things  he  moft  did  crave  i 
And  ever  as  he  rode,  his  heart  did  earn 
To  prove  his  puiflfance  in  battle  brave 
Upon  his  foe,  and  his  new  force  to  learn ; 
Upon  his  foe,  a  Dragon  horrihle  and  ftearn* 

IV. 

A  lovely  Lady  rode  him  fair  befide. 

Upon  a  lowly  Affe  more  white  than  fnow-. 
Yet  fhe  much  whiter,  but  the  fame  did  hide 
Under  a  veil,  that  wimpled  was  full  low. 
And  over  all  a  black  dole  fhe  did  throw. 
As  one  that  inly  mourn'd :  fo  was  fhe  fad. 
And  h^avy  fat  upon  her  palfrey  flow ; 
Seemed  in  heart  fome  hidden  care  fhe  had, 

And  by  her  in  a  line  a  milk  white  Lamb  (he  lad. 

V. 

So  pure  and  innocent,  as  that  fame  Lamb. 
She  was  in  life  and  ev*ry  vertuous  lore, 
And  from  defcent  from  royal  lynage  came 
Of  ancient  Kings  and  Queens,  that  had  of  yore  * 
Their  fceptcrs  ftrctcht  from  eaft  to  weflern  Ihore, 
And  ail  the  world  in  their  fubjection  held  ^ 
Till  that  infernal  fiend  with  foul  up-rore 
Forwafted  ail  their  land,  and*them  expel'd :     [pel'd. 

Wh9m  tc^  avenge,  fhe  had  this  Knight  from-  far  com* 
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VI. 

Behind  her  far  away  a  Dvrarf  did  lag» 
That  lazy  feem'd  in  being  ever  laft. 
Or  wearied  with  bearing  of  her  bag 
Of  needments  at  his  back.    Thus  as  they  paft. 
The  day  with  clouds  was  fuddain  o^rcaft. 
And  angry  Jove  an  hideous  fiorm  of  rain. 
Did  pour  into  his  Lemans  lap  fo  fail. 
That  every  wight  to  fhroud  it  did  conftrain. 

And  this  fair  couple  eke  to  ihroud  themfelvcs  were  fain. 

VIL 

Enforct  to  feek  Ibtne  covert  nigh  at  hand, 

>  A  fhady  grove  not  far  away  they  fpide. 
That  promift  aid  the  tempeft  to  withftand : 
Whofe  lofty  trees,  yclad  with  fummers  pride. 
Did  fpread  fo  broad,  that  heavens  light  did  hide. 
Not  pierceable  with  powre  of  any  ftar : 
And  all  within  were  paths  and  alleys  wide. 
With  footing  worne,  and  leading  inward  far : 

Fair  harbour,  that  them  feems ;  fo  in  they  entred  are. 

VIII. 

And  forth  they  pafs,  with  pleafure  forward  led. 
Joying  to  hear  the  birds  fweet  harmony. 
Which  therein  ihrouded  from  the  tempeils  dred, 
Seem'd  in  their  fong  to  fcorn  the  cruel  fky. 
Much  'gan  they  praife  the  trees  fo  ftraighc  and  liigh. 
The  failing  Pine,  the  Cedar  proud  and  tall. 
The  vine-prop  Elm,  the  Poplar  never  dry,  • 
The  builder  Oak,  fole  King  of  forrefts  all; 

The  Afpine,  good  for  ftaves,  the  Cypreis  fimeraK 

IX. 

The  Laurel,  meed  of  mighty  conquerours 
And  poets  fage,  the  Fir  that  weepeth  ftill. 
The  Willow,  worne  of  forlorne  paramours. 
The  Eugh,  obedient  to  the  benders  will. 
The  Birch  for  (hafts,  the  Sallow  for  the  mill. 
The  Myrrhe,  fweet  bleeding  in  the  bitter  wound. 
The  warlike  Beech,  the  A(h  for  nothing  ill. 
The  fruitful  Olive,  and  the  Plaune  round,   n 

The  carver  Holme,  the  Maple  feldom  inward  found 
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X. 

Led  with  delight,  they  thus  beguile  the  way, 

•  Until  the  biuftring  ftorm  is  over-blown , 
When,  waning  to  return  whence  they  did  ftray. 
They  cannot  find  that  path  which  firft  was  (hown. 
But  winder  to  and  fro  in  ways  unknown, 
Furtheft  from  end  then,  when  they  neareft  ween^ 
That  makes  them  doubt  their  wits  be  not  their  own : 
So  many  paths,  fo  many  turnings  (een, 

Tbac  which  of  them  to  take,  in  diveric  doubt  they  been* 

XI. 

At  laft,  refolving  forward  ftill  to  fare. 
Till  that  fome  end  they  find,  or  in  or  ogt. 
That  path  they  take,  that  beaten  feem'd  moft  bare. 
And  like  to  lead  the  labyrinth  about ; 
Wluch  when  by  trad  they  hunted  had  throughout. 
At  length  it  brought  them  to  a  hollow  cave 
Amid  the  thickeft  woods.    The  champion  (tout 
Eftibons  difmounted  from  his  courfer  brave. 

And  to  the  Dwarf  a  while  his  needlefs  fpear  be  gave. 

XII. 

Be  well  awace,  quoth  then  that  Lady  mild, 
I..eaft  fttddain  mifchief  ye  too  ra(h  provoke  t 
The  danger  hid,  the  place  unknown  and  wild. 
Breeds  dreadful  doubts :  oft  fire  is  without  fmoke. 
And  peril  without  (how :  therefore  your  ftroke. 
Sir  K^i^ht  with- hold,  till  further  trial  made. 
Ah  Lady  ((aid  he)  (hame  were  to  revoke 
The  forward  footing  for  an  hidden  (hade : 

Vertue  gives  herfeif  light,  through  darknefs  for  to  wadf. 

XIII. 

Yea,  but  (quoth  flie)  the  peril  of  this  place 
I  better  wot  than  you :  though  now  too  late 
To  wi(h  you  back  return  with  foul  di(grace ; 
Yet  wifdom  warns,  whilft  foot  is  in  the  gate. 
To  flay  the  ftep,  ere  forced  to  retrate. 
This  is  the  wandring  wood,  this  Errours  den  ; 
A  monfter  vile,  whom  God  and  man  does  bate : 
Therefore,  I  read  beware,  fly,  fly,  (quoth  then 

The  fearful  Dwarf:)  this  is  no  place  for  living  men* 

hi 
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XIV. 

But  full  of  fins  and  greedy  hardhncnt. 

The  youthful  Knight  could  not  for  ought  be  ftiifl  j 

But  forth  unto  the  darkfome  hole  he  went. 

And  looked  in  :  his  gliftring  armour  made 

A  little  glooming  light,  much  like  a  fhadc. 

By  which  he  faw  the  ugly  monfter  plain. 

Half  like  a  lerpent  horribly  difplaid  : 

But  th'  other  half  did  womans  fhape  retain, 

Moft  lothfome,  filthy,  foul,  and  full  of  Tilediiciaiiu 

XV. 

And,   as  (he  lay  upon  the  dirty  ground, 
Her  huge  long  tail  her  den  all  ovcrfpred. 
Yet  was  in  knots  and  many  boughtes  upwound. 
Pointed  with  mortal  fting.    Of  her  there  bred 
A  thoufand  young  ones,  which  Ihe  daily  fed> 
Sucking  upon  her  poisonous  dugs,  eadi  one 
Of  fundry  (hapes,  yet  all  ill-favoured: 
Soon  as  that  uncouth  light  upon  them  (hone. 

Into  her  mouth  they  crept,  and  fuddain  all  were  gone. 

XVI. 

Their  dam  upftart,  out  of  her  den  efiraid. 
And  rufhed  forth,  hurling  her  hideous  tail 
About  her  curfed  head,  whofe  folds  difplaid 
Were  ftretcht  now  forth  at  length  without  cntrall. 
She  lookt  about,  and  feeing  one  in  mail 
Armed  to  point,  fought  back  to  turn  again  > 
For  light  {he  hated  as  the  deadly  bale. 
Ay  wont  in  defert  darknefs  to  remain. 

Where  plain  none  might  her  fte,  nor  Ihe  fee  any  plain* 

XVII. 

Which  when  the  valiant  Elf  perceiv'd,  he  lept 
As  Lyon  fierce  upon  the  flying  prey, 
And  with  his  trenchant  blade  her  boldly  kept 
From  turning  back,  and  forced  her  to  ftay : 
There-with  cnragM  (he  loudly  *gan  to  bray. 
And  turning  fierce,  her  fpecklcd  tail  advaunft, 
Threatning  her  angry  fting,  him  to  difmay : 
Who,  nought  aghaft,  his  mighty  hand  enhaunft : 

The  ftroke  down  from  her  head  unto  her  (boulder  glaunft. 
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XVHL 

Much  daunted  with  tbac  dint,,  kef  fepie  vms  daz*d: 
Yet  loiodling  rage,  herfelf  flic  gathcrM  jrouad. 
And  all  atcpnce  her  beaftly  body  raisM 
With  doubled  forces  Iiigh  above  the  ground ; 
Tho  wrapping  up  her  wreathed  ftern  around, 
Lept  fierce  upon  his  fhield,  and  her  huge  train 
All  fuddainly  about  his  body  wound, 
Thai  hand  or  foot  to  i^ir  he  ftrove  in  vain : 

God  help  ;hc  man  fo  wrapt  in  Err^^s  endle£i  tr^n. 

XIX. 

His  Lady,  fad  to  fee  his  fore  cpnftrsunt, 

Cry'd  out,  now,  now.  Sir  Knight,  ihew  what  ye  be^ 
Add  faith  unco  your  force,  and  be  not  faint : .  ^ 
Strangle  her,  elfe  fhe  fure  will  ftrangle  thee* 
That  when  he  heard,  in  great  perplexitie. 
His  gall  did  grate  for  grief  and  high  difdain. 
And  knitting  all  his  force  got  one  hand  free, 
Where-with  he  gript  her  gorge  with  fo  great  pain. 

That  foon  to  loofe  her  wicked  oands  did  her  conftrain* 

XX, 

Thcre-witb  flie  fbew'd  out  of  her  filthy  maw 
A  flood  of  ppifop  horrible  and  black. 
Full  of  great  lumps  of  fleih  and  gobbets  raw. 
Which  flunk  fo.vildly,  that  i(  fora  him  flack 
His  grafpinfi  hold,  and  from  her  turn  him  back  ^ 
Her  vomit  full  of  books  and  papers  was, 
A^ith  loathly  frogs  and  toads,  which  eyes  did  lack. 
And  creeping,  fought  way  in  the  wee(}y  grafs : 

Her  filthy  parbreake  ail  the  place  defiled  has. 

XXI. 

As  when  old  father  Nilus  'gins  to  fwell 
With  timely  pride  above  th'  Egyptian  vale^ 
His  fatty -waves  do  fertile  flime  out  well. 
And  over- flow  each  plain  and  lowly  dale : 
But  when  his  later  Spring  ^^ns  to  avale. 
Huge  heaps  of  mud  he  leaves,  wherein  there  breed 
Ten  thouiand  kinds  of  creatures,  partly  male. 
And  partly  female  of  his  fruitful  feed  -, 

S.uch  ugly  monftrous  fhapes  elfewhcre  may  no  man  reed* 

B4 
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Tht  fariie  lb  fore  annoyed  has  the  Knight,^ 
That  well-nigh  cKoked  with  the  deadly  ftink, , 
His  forces  fail,  ne  can  no  longer  fight, 
Whofe  courage  when  the  fiend  pefceivM  to  fhrink. 
She  poured  forth  put  of  her  hellifh  fink 
Her  fruitful  curfed  fpawn  of  ferpents  fmall. 
Deformed  mohfters,  foul,  and  black  as  ink ; 
Which  fwarming  all  abouthis  legs  did  crawf. 

And  hhn  encumbred  fore,  but  could  not  hurt  at  alK 

XXIII. 

As  gentle  Shepherd  in  fi^rcet  even- tide, 
' '  When  ruddy  Pbtgbus  "gins  to  welk  in  weft. 
High  on  an  hill,  his  fiock  to  viewten  wide, 
Marks  which  do  bite  their  hafty  fu^per  beft ; 
A  cloud  of  cumbrous  Gnats  do  him  nioleft,  - 
All  ftriving  to  infix  their  feeUe  ftings, 
That  from  their  noyance  he  no  where  can  reft. 
But  with  his  clownifh  hands  their  tender  wings 
*He  brufhedi  oft,  and  oft  doth  mar  their  murmurings. 

XXIV. 

m 

Thus  ill-beftedd  and  fearful  more  of  fhame. 
Than  of  the  certain  peril  he  ftood  in. 
Half  furious  unto  his  foe  be  came, 
Refolv'd  in  mind  all  fuddainly  to  win, 
'  Or  foon  to"  lofe,  before  he  once  would  lin ; 
And.ftrook'at  her  with  more  than  manly  force. 
That  from  her  body  full  of  filthy  fin 
He  raft  her  hateful  head  without  remorfe ; 

Aftream  of  coal-black  blood  forth  gu(hed  fnom  hercorfe. 

XXV. 

Her  fcattred  brood,  foon  as  their  parent  dear 
They  faw  fo  rudely  falling  to  the  ground. 
Groaning  full  deadly,  all  with  troublous  fear, 
Gathred  themfelvcs  about  her  body  round. 
Weening  their  wonted  entrance  to  hare  found    • 
At  her  wide  mouth  ;  but,  being  there  with-ftood. 
They  Hocked  all  about  het^Ieeding  wound. 
And  fucked  up  their  dying  mothers  blood  \ 

Making  her  death  their  life,  and  eke  her  hurt  their  good« 
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XXVI. 

That  deteftaUe  fight  htm  much  amazed, 
To  fee  th*  unkindly  imps  of  heaven  accurfl:. 
Devour  their  dam  \   on  whom  while  fo  he  gaz'd^ 
Having  al]  fatisfyM  their  bloody  thirft. 
Their  bellies  fwolne  he  faw  with  fulnefs  burft. 
And  bowels  gufhing  forth :  well  worthy  end 
Of  fuch  as  drunk  her  life,  the  which  them  nurft ; 
Now  needeth  him  no  longer  labour  fpend:         [tend. 

His  foes  have  flain  themfelves,  with  whom  he  fliould  coa«^ 

XXVII. 

His  Lady,  'feeing  all  that  chanct  from  fart 
Approcht  in  hafte  to  greet  his  vidory ; 
And  faid,  fair  Knight,  born  under  happy  ftar. 
Who,  fee  your  vanquilht  foes  before  you  lye : 
Well  wonhy  be  you  of  that  armory. 
Wherein  ye  have  great  glory  won  this  day. 
And  proved  your  ftrength  on  a  ftrong  enemy. 
Your  firft  adventure  :  many  fuch  I  pray. 

And  henceforth  ever  wiih,  that  like  fucceed  it  may« 

XXVIII. 

Then  mounted  he  upon  his  fteed^  again. 

And  with  the  Lady  backward  fought  to  wend; 

That  path  he  kept,  which  beaten  was  moft  plain, 

Ne  ever  would  to  any  by-way  bend. 

But  (till  did  follow  one  unto  the  end. 

The  which  at  laft  out  of  the  wood  them  broughL 

So  forward  on  his  way  (with  God  to  friend) 

He  paifed  forth,  and  new  adventure  fought ; 

Long  way  he  travelled  before  he  heard  of  ought* 

XXIX. 

At  length  they  chanct  to  meet  upon  the  way 
Ah  aged  Sire,  in  long  black  weeds  yclad, 

'   His  feet  all  bare,  his  beard  all  hoary  gray. 
And  by  his  belt  his  book  he  hanging  had ; 
Sober  he  feem*d,  and  very  fagely  fad. 
And  .to  the  ground  his  eyes  were  lowly  bent. 
Simple  in  (hew,  and  vcMd  of  maliee  bad. 
And  all  the  way  he  prayed  as  he  went. 

And  often  knockt  bis  breaft,  as  one  thtf  didrepcDt. 
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He  fair  the  Kmght  faluted^  louting-  lovir  t 
Who  fair  him  quited,.  as  that  courteous  was ; 
And  after  asked  him,  if  be  did  know 
Of  ftrange  adventures,  which  abroad  c}id  pafs. 
Ah  !  my  dear  fon  (quoth  he)  how  ihopld,  alas  I- 
Silly  old  man,  thatiives  in  hidden  cell. 
Bidding  his  beads  all  day  for  his  trefpa^. 
Tidings  of  war  and  wordly  trouble  tell  i 

With  holy  father  fits  not  with  fuch  things  to  mel). 

XXXI. 

But  if  of  danger  which  hereby  doth  dwell. 
And  home-bred  evil  ye  defire  to  hear. 
Of  a  ilrange  man  I  can  you  tidings  tell. 
That  wafleth  all  this  country  far  and  near« 
Of  fuch  (faid  he)  I  chiefly  do  inquear. 
And  fhail  thee  well  reward  to  ffa«w  the  place, 
In  which  that  wicked  wight  his  days  doth  wear : 
For  to  all  knighthood  it  is  foul  difgrace. 

That  fuch  a  curfed  creature  lives  fo  long  a  fpace« 

XXXII. 

Far  hence  (quoth  he)  in  waftful  wildernefs 
His  dwelling  is,  by  which  no  living  wight 
May  ever  pafs,  but  thorough  great  diftrefs. 
Now  (faid  the  Lady)  draweth  toward  nights 
And  welt  I  wote,  that  of  your  later  fight 
Ye  all  forwearied  be :  for  what  fo  ftrong. 
But  wanting  reft,  will  al(b  want  of  might  ? 
The  fun  that  meafures  heaven  all  day  long. 

At  night  doth  bait  his  fteeds  the  Ocean  waves  amongt 

XXXIIL 

Then  with  the  fun,  tak^  fir,  your  timely  reft. 
And  with  new  day  new  work  at  once  begin : 
Untroubled  night  (they  fay)  give«  counfel  beft» 
Right  well  Sir  Knight  ye  have  advil^d  bin 
(Quoth  then  that  aged  man;)  the  way  to  win 
Is  wifely  to  advife ;  now  day  is  fpeat; 
Therefore  with  me  ye  may  tak^  up  your  inn 
For  this  (ame  night*  The  Knight  was  well  content ; 

So  with  that  godly  father  to  hi$  hofcic  tjiey  went. 
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A  littlb  Itf^Iy  h^rnlitsge  it  wa$»  .    * 

Down  in  a  d^,  4i4rd  by  .a  ^reft^  fuje^ 
Far  from  refbrt  of  peoplei  that  did  pafs 
In  travel  to  aqd  fto :  a  Utck  wide 
There  wa^  an  holy  ch^ppe)  -ediBdcy. 
Wherein  the  Hermit  dyly  wont  to  fay 
His  holy  things  each  morn  and  even-tide ; 
Thereby  a  chryftal  ftream  did  goncly  pUy^ . 

Which  from  a  facred  fountain  welled  itorth  9hfrAjf0 

XXXV. 

Arrived  there,  the  little  houl^  they  fill» 
N€  look  for  eMertainmefiC,  where  none  was : 
Reft  is  theif  feaft,  and  4II  things  at  their  will  ^ 
The  nobleft  miod  the  beft  contentment  has. 
With  lair  diicourfe  the  evening  fo  they  pafs  t 
For  that  old  man  o(  pleafifl^  yirgrds  had  ftore^ 
And  well  could  file  his  tongue  as  fmoath  %^  gia6( 
He  told  of  Siints  and  Popes  and  evermore 

He  ftrow'd  an  Aoe^tmny  alt*  #n4  before. 

XXXVI. 
The  drooping  b^t  ihius  cr^peth  on  them  faft» 
And  the  ud  htimour  loading  t^ir  eye-lids^. 
As  meflenger  of  Morpheus  <m.  them  caft 
Sweet  fluo^brifng  dew»  the  which  to  fleep  diem  bids* 
Unto  their  lodgings  tiien  his  gueft^  he  rids : 
Where  when  all  drown'd  in  deadly  fleep  he  finds. 
He  to  his  ftudy  goes,  and  there  amids 
His  mag^  books  and  arts  of  fundry  kinds» 

He  feeks  out  mghty  charms^  to  triQuble  fleepy  minds.» 

XXXVII. 
Then  chufing  <mt  few  woiids  moft  hoitible^ 
(Let  none  them  read)  thereof  did  verfes  frame. 
With  which,  and  other  ipelis  like  terrible^ 
He  bide  awake  black  P/tao^s  griefly  dame. 
And  curfed  heaven,  and  Ipake  reproachful  &ame. 
Of  higheft  God,  the  lord  of  life  aqd  li^tv 
A  bold  bad  man,  that  dar'd  co  call  by  name 
Grcaf  Gorg^^  Prince  of  darknefs  and  dead  nighty 

At  which  C^Cftus  quakes,  and  St^x  is  put  to  fiighu .  .  .' 


^ 
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XXXVIH. 

And  forth  he  calPd  out  of  deep '  ^at^tnels  dread 
Legions  of  fprites  the- which  liko  little  flies 
,  Fluttring  labour  h ti'  ^r  damned  head. 
Await  whereto  their'  fervicc^  h^  lEt^p^tes, 
To  aid  hisT  friends,  or  fray  his  enemies  ; 
Of  thofe  he  chofe  out  two,  the  falfeft't^o^ 
And  fifteft  for  to  foige  tru^-feeming  lyfes ; 
The  one  of  them  he  gare  a  meflage  to. 

The  other  by  himfelf  ftaid  other  work  to  da 

XXXIX. 

He  making  fpeedy  way  through  iperfed  air, 
And  through  the  world  of  waters  wide  and  deep. 
To:  M&rpbeus  houfe  doth  haftily  repair : 
Amid  the  bowels  of  the  earth  full  fteep 
And  low,  where  dawning  day  doth  never  peep; 
His  dwelling  is )  there  ^etbys  his  wet  bed 
Doth  erer  wa(h,  and  Cynthia  ftill  doth  fteep 
In  £lver  dew  his  ever- drooping  head. 

While  fad  Night  over  him  her  mantle  black  doth  fpread. 

XL. 

Whofe  double  gates  he  6ndeth  locked  faft;-      '*  * 
The  one  fair  (ram'd  of  bumifht  ivory  \ 
The  others  all  with  filver  overcaft  y 
And  wakeful  dogs  before  them  far  do  lie. 
Watching  to  banifh  care  their  enemy. 
Who  oft  is  wont  to  trouble  gentle  fleep. 
By  them  the  fprite  doth  pafs  in  quietly. 
And  unto  A^rpbens  comes,  whom  drowned  deep 

In  drowfie  fit  he  finds :  of  nothing  he  takes  keep. 

XLL 

And  more  to  lull  him  in  his  flumber  fbft, 
A  trickling  ftream  from  high  rock  tumbling  down. 
And  ever-drizling  rain  upon  the  loft, 
Mixt  with  a  murmuring  wind,  much  like  the  fown* 
Of  iwarming  bees,  did  caft  him  in  a  fwoun : 
No  other  noife,  nor  peoples  troublous  cries. 
As  ftill  are  wont  t'  annoy  the  walled  town. 
Might  there  be  heard :  but  carelefs  quiet  lies. 

Wrapt  in  eternad  iilence,  far  from  enemies. 
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XLH. 

The  nocflenger  approaching,  tohimipaki; 
But  his  wafte  words  returned  to  htm  in  rain : 
So  found  he  flept,  that  nought  inowht  him  awake. 
Then  rudely  he  him  tbruft,  and  purnc  widipafai. 
Whereat  he  'gan  to  ftretch :  but  he  again 
ShoG^  fiim  (b  hard,  that  forced  him  to  fpeak. ' 
As  one  then  in  a.  dream,  .whofe  drier  brain  . 
Is  toft  with  troubled  fights^  and  fancies  weak. 

He  mimibled  foft,.  but  would  niot  all  his  fiience  bmJu 

XLIIL. 

The  fprite  theh  'gan  more  boldly:  him  to  wake» 
And  thrcatned  unto  him  the  dreaded  name  • 
Of  Hecate :.  whereat  he  'gan  to  quake. 
And  lifting  up  his  lumpifh  head,  with  blame  ' 
Half  angry,  aiked  him  for  what  he  came. 
Hither  (quoth  he)  me  A^cUmago  lent. 
He  that  the  ftubbom  fprites  can  wifely  tame. 
He  bids  thee  to  him  fend  for  his  intent 

A  fit  faifb  dream,  that  can  delude  the  fleepers  £cent«. 

XLIV. 

The  God  obeyd,  and  calltng  forth  ftraight  way 
A  diverfe  dream  out  of  his  prifon  dark. 
Delivered  it  to  him,  and  down  did  lay 
His  heavy  head,  cievoid  of  careful  cark, 
Whoiis  ienies  all  were  ftraight  benumb'd  and  ftark« 
He  back  returning  by  the  ivory  door. 
Remounted,  up  as  light  as  chearful  Lark, 
And  on  his  litde  wings  the  dream  he  bore 

In  hafle.  unto,  his  Lord,  where  he  him  left  afore. .  .  . 

XLV. 

Who  all  this  while,  with  charms  and  hidden  arts, 
Had  made  a  Lady  of  that  other  fpright. 
And  framed  of  liquid  air  her  tender  parts 
So  lively,  and  fo  like  in  all  mens  fignt. 
That  weaker  fenfe  it  could  have  ravUht  quight : 
The  maker  felf,  for  all  his  wondrous  wit. 
Was  nigh  beguiled  with  fo  goodly  fight: 
Her  all  in  white  he  clad,  and  over  it 

Cift  a  black  ftolei  moft  like  to  ieem  for  Una  Bju 
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XLVI. 

Now,  whentthat  idle  dream  was  toiiim  brou^t^ 
Unto  that  Elfin  KnigHt  he  bade  him  &y^ 
.{Wbexc'ht  ilept  feundly,  void  of  eril  ihought,) 
Ajid  with  faUe  ifaews  abufe  hi&£uitafyy 
In  fort  as  he  lumfcfaooled  privUy : 
And  .that  new  creature  bom  wijthout  her  due» 
Full  of  the. makers  ^le,  wkkvUkge  Of 
He  tiobi^  to  imitate  that  Lady  true, 

Whfide  fembiance  fliedsd  carry  ui^r-feigoed  hiic» 

XLVn. 

Thus  weU  loftro&ed,  to  their  work  diey  hafte : 
And  coming  where  the  Knight  in  /lumber  lay. 
The  one  upon  lus  hardy  head  him  plact. 
And  made  him  dceam  of  loves  and  luflfui  play^ 
That  nigh  his  manly  heart  did  melt  away. 
Bathed  in  wanton  blsis  and  widced  joy  : 
Then  ieemed  him  his  I^dy  by  him  lay. 
And  to  him  platn'd,  how  that  ^stlfe  winged  boy, 

Hercliafte  he^t  had  fubdew'd,  to  learoDuie  Fleafures 

XLVIIL  [toy. 

And  (he  herfelf  (of  beauty  foveraihe  Queen) 
Fair  Fenusy  feem*d  unto  his  bed  to  bring 
Her,  whom  he  waking  evermore  did  ween 
To  be  the  chafteft  flowre,  that  aye  did  fpring 
.On  earthly  branch,  the  daughter  of  a  King  i 
Now  a  loofe  Lcman  to  vile  fcryice  bound : 
And  ckttht  Craces  feemed  all  to  fing, 
Hfffien  to  ffynm^  dancing  all  around, 

Whilfl  ireilKft  Flora  her  with  ivy  giriond  crown'd* 

XUX. 

In  his  great  paflioh  of  unwonted  luft. 
Or  wonted  fear  of  doing  ought  amiis. 
He  ftarteth  up,  as  feeming  to  miftruft 
Some  fecret  ill,  or  hidden  foe  of  his : 
Lo  there  before'  his  face  his  Lady  is. 
Under  black  ftole  hiding  her  baited  hook  | 
And  as  half  blufhing,  ofTred  him  to  kifs. 
With  gentle  blandilhment  and  lovely  look, 

Moit  like  that  virgin  true,  which  for  her  Knigbchiin  tocdc; 
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All  dean  difmayk]  M  1<»  fo  uncMth  fight. 
And  half  enraged  at  her  fhamelefs  guiie. 
He  thought  "have  fiatn  her  in  his  fierce  defpight : 
But  halty  he^  tempering  with  ftilTrance  wife. 
He  ftaid  hishahd^  and  *gan  himfclf  advife 
To  provfc  hialenle,  and  tempt  b^r  feigned  troth. 
Wringing  her  hands  in  womens  pitious  wife, 
^o  *gaB  flie  weep,  to  ftir  up  gentle  ruth. 

Both  for  4ier  nobie  blodd,  and  for  her  tei^der  youth. 

LI- 

And  faid.  Ah  Siri,  oiy  liege  Lord  altd  my  lov«» 
Shall  I  accafe  the  hidden  cruel  fate. 
And  miliar  cailifes  uxroQght  in  hearen  above. 
Or  the  blind  Gdd«  that  dodi  me  thus  aoaatie,    . 
For  hoped -love  to  win  me  certain  hate  f    . 
Y^  thus  perforce  he  J^ids  aie.do,  or  die. 
Die  is  itiy«4ae :  yet  rue  my  wrstchsd  ftate^ 
You,  whom  Miy  hard  ai^ngidg  deftinie 

Hath  miide  judge  of  my  iifb^oic^buiiindiffejaeatl^^ 

LIL 

Your  own  dear  fakeYorct  me  at  firft  to  leave 
My  Fathers  kingdooi.;  .There  Ibe^opt  with  tears: 
Her  fwoUen  heart  hef  fpcech  feem'd  to  bereave  j 
And  then  again  begun,  Mv  weaker  years 
Captiv'd  to  fortune  and  frail  worldly  fears. 
Fly  to  your  faith  for  fuccour  and  fure  ayd: 
Let  me  not  dye  .in  languor  and  long  tears." 
Why  Dame  (qUoth  he)  what  hath  ye  thus  difmayd  ? 

What  fVays  ye,  that  were  wont  to  comfort  me  aflfrayd  ? 

Love  of  yourfdf,  flie.f^id,  iind  dear  conftraint 
Lets'^me  not  fleep,  but  wafte  the  weary  night 
In  fccret  arfguifli  and  unpitied  plaint, 
Whilft  you  in  carelefs  deep  arc  drowned  quight.    . 
Her  doubtful  words  made  that  redoubted  Knight 
Sufp<ft  her  truth ;  yet  fince  n'untruth  he  knew. 
Her  fawning  love  with  foul  difdainful  fpight. 
He  would  not  (hend,  but  faid.  Dear  dame,  I  rew» 

That  for  my  fake  unknown  fuch  grief  unto  you  grew. 
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LIV. 

Aflure  yourfelf  it  fell  not  all  to  grouod ; 
For  all  fo  dear  as  life  is  to  my  heart, 
I  deem  your  love,  and  hold  me  to  you  bound  ; 
Ne  let  vain  fears  procure  your  needlefs  fmart. 
Where  caufe  is  none^  but  to  your  reft  depart. 
Not  all  content,  yet  feem'd  ibe  to  appeafe 
Her  mournful  plaints,  beguiled  of  her  art. 
And  fed  with  words  that  coul^  not  chufe  but  pleafe^ 

So  Aiding  foftly  forth,,  flie  turned  as  to  h$r  <afe.^        .  ^ 

LV. 

Long  after  lay  he  mufiog  at  her  mood,  '    \ 

Much  griev'd  to  think  diat  gentle  Daoie  fo  light. 
For  whofe  defence  he  was  to  ihed  his  blood.  . 
At  lail  dull  wearinefs  of  former  fight 
Having  yrockt  aileep  his  irkfome  fpright. 
That  troublous  dream  *gto  frefbly  xois  his  brain, 
With  bowers,  and  beds,  and  Ladies  dear  delight : 
But  when  he  faw  his  labour  all  was  vain. 

With  that  misformed  fprite  he  back  return'd  again. 
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The  guileful  great  Enchanter  parts 
The  Red'crofs  Knight  from  Truth  : 

Into  whofe  ftead  fair  Falfhood  Jleps^ 
Aid  works  him  woeful  ruth* 

L 

Y  this,  the  northern  wagoner  had  let 
His  fcven-fold  teme  behind  the  ftedfafi^iftar. 
That  was  in  ocean  waves  yet  never  wet. 
But  firm  is  fixt,  and  fendeth  light  from  far 
To  all,  that  in  the  wide  deep  wandring  are : 
And  cheerful  Chaunticlere  with  his  note  (hriU 
Had  warned  once,  that  Phcebu^  fiery  car 
In  hafte  was  climbing  up  the  eaftern  hill. 
Full  envious  that  night  fo  long  his  room  did  fill. 


B 
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11- 

When  thofe  accurfed  mefTengers  of  hell. 

That  feigning  dream,  and  that  fair-forged  Sprigfat 
Came  to  their  wicked  mailer,  and  'gan  tell 
Their  bootlefs  pains,  and  ill  fucceeding  night : 
Who,  all  in  rage  to  fee  his  (kilful  might 
Deluded  fo  'gan  threaten  hellifh  pain 
And  fad  Proferpines  wrath,  them  to  affright  \ 
But  when  he  faw  his  threatning  was  but  vain. 
He  caft  about,  and  fearcht  his  balqful  books  again. 

Ill, 
Eftibons  he  took  that  mifcreated  fair. 
And  that  falfe  other  fprite,  on  whom  he  fpred 
A  feeming  body  of  the  fubtile  air. 
Like  a  young  Squire,  in  loves  and  lufty-hed 
His  wanton  days  that  ever  loofefly  led. 
Without  regard  of  arms  and  dreaded  fight : 
Thoie  two  he  took ;  and  in  a  fecret  bed. 
Covered  with  darknefs  and  mifdeeming  nighty 
Them  both  together  laid,  to  joy  in  vain  delight. 

IV. 
Forth-with  he  runs  with  feigned  faithful  bafte 
Unto  his  gueft,  who  after  troublous  fights 
And  dreams,  'gan  now  to  take  more  found  repafl:. 
Whom  fuddenly  he  wakes  with  fearful  frights. 
As  one  aghaft  with  fiends  or  damned  fprights. 
And  to  him  calls,  rife,  rife  unhappy  fwain. 
That  here  wex  old  in  fleep,  whiles  v^icked  wights 
Have  knit  themfelves  in  Venus  (hameful  chain  •, 
Come,  fee  where  your  falfe  Lady  doth  her  honour  (lain. 

V. 
All  in  amaze  he  fuddenly  up-ftart 
With  fword  in  hand,  and  with  the  old  man  went  j 
Who  foon  him  brought  into  a  fecret  part. 
Where  that  falfe  couple  were  full  clolcly  ment 
In  wanton  luft  and  lewd  embracement : 
Which  when  he  faw,  he  burnt  with  jealous  fire. 
The  eye  of  reafon  was  with  rage  yblent. 
And  would  have  flain  them  in  his  furious  ire  \ 
But  hardly  was  reftrained  of  that  aged  Sire. 
Vol.  L  C 
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VI. 

Returning  to  his  bed  in  torment  great. 
And  bitter  angui(h  of  his  guilty  (ight. 
He  could  not  reft,  but  did  his  flout  heart  eat» 
And  wade  his  inward  gall  with  deep  defpight, 
Yrkfome  of  life  and  too  long  lingring  night. 
At  lafl:  fair  Hefperus  in  higheft  (ky 
Had  fpent  his  lamp,  and  brought  forth  dawning  light. 
Then  up  he  rofe,  and  clad  him  haftily ; 

The  Dwarf  him  brought  his  fteed:  fo  both  away  do  fly. 

VII. 

Now  when  the  rofy-fingcrd  morning  fair. 
Weary  of -aged  Titbons  fafFron  bed. 
Had  fpread  her  purple  robe  through  dewy  air. 
And- the  high  hills  Titnn  difcovered. 
The  royal  Virgin  (hook  off  drowfy-hcd. 
And  rifing  forth  out  of  her  bafcr  bowre, 
Lookt  for  her  Knight,  who  far  away  was  fled, 
And  for  her  Dwarf,  that  wont  to  wait  each  howre, 

Then  *gan  flie  wail  and  weep,  to  fee  that  woeful  ftowrc. 

VIII. 

And  after  him  (he  rode  with  (o  much  fpeed 
As  her  flow  beafl:  could  make ;  but  all  in  vain : 
For  him  fo  far  had  borne  his  light-foot  (Iced, 
Pricked  with  wrath  and  fiery  fierce  diidain. 
That  him  to  follow  was  but  fruitlefs  pain ; 
Yet  flie  her  weary  limbs  would  never  reil. 
But  every  hill  and  dale,  each  wood  and  plain 
Did  fearch,  fore  grieved  in  her  gentle  brcft. 

He  fo  ungendy  left  her,  whom  ftie  loved  befl:. 

IX. 

But  fubtile  Arcbimagc^  when  his  guefts 
He  faw  divided  into  double  parts. 
And  Una  wandring  in  woods  and  forrefl:s, 
Th*end  of  his  drift,  he  prais'd  his  divelifli  arts, 
That  had  fuch  might  over  true  meaning  hearts ; 
Yet  refts  not  fo,  but  other  means  doth  make, 
How  he  may  work  unto  her  further  fmarts : 
For  her  he  hated  as  the  hifling  fnake. 

And  in  her  many  troubles  did  moil  pleafure  take. 
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X 

He  then  devis'd  binafelf  how  to  difguife.^  . 
For  by  his  mighty  fcience  he  could  take 
As  many  forms  and  Ihapes  in  ieeming  wife^ 
As  ever  ProMis  to  hicnielf  could  make : 
Someome  a  fowl,  fometime  a  fiih  in  lake^ 
Now  like  a  fox,  now  like  a  dragon  fell. 
That  of  himfelf  he  oft  for  fear  would  quake, 
And  oft  would  fly  away^    0 1  who  can  teU 

The  hidden  powre  of  Herbs,  and  might  of  mamck  fpellf 

XL 

_  • 

But  now  leem*d  beft,  the  perfon  to  put  on 
Of  chat  good  Knight,  bis  late  beguiled  gueft : 
In  mighty  arms  he  was.  yclad  anon, 
And  Xilver  fhield :  upon  his  coward  broft 
A  bloody  crofs ;  and  on  his  craven  crell 
A  bunch  of  hairs  diicolour'd  diverfly  % 
Full  jolly  Knight  he  feem'd,  and  well  addreft. 
And  when  he  fate  upon  his  courfcr  free. 

Saint  Giorgij  himfelf  ye  would  have  deemed  him)  to  be« 

XIL 

But  he,  th^  Knight,  whple  femblunt  he  did  bear, ' 
The  true  SaintG^orj^^,  wa$  wandred  far  away. 
Still  flying  from  his  (hpu^ts  and  jealous  fear^ 
Will  was  his  guide,  and  grief  led  him  aftray. 
At  laft  him  chance  to  meet  i^x>n  the  way 
A  faithlefs  Sarazm^  all  arm'd  to  point, 
In  whofe  gireat  Ibield  was  writ  with  letters  gay 
SanS'Foy:  full  lai^e  of  limb  and  every  joint 

He  was,  and  cared  not  for  God  or  man  a  point. 

XIII. 

He  had  a  fair  companion  of  his  way^ 
A  goodly  Lady,  clad  in  fcarlot  rqd, 
Purfled  with  gold  and.  pearl  of  rich  aflay. 
And  like  a  Perfian  mitre  pp  her  head 
She  wore,  with  crowns  and  owcbes  garnilhed. 
The  which  her  laviih  lovers  to  her  gave  1 
Her  wanton  palfrey  air  was  overfpred 
With  tinfell  trappings,  woven  like  a  wave, 

Whofe  bridle  rupg  with  golden  bells,  and  boflcs  brave. 

'  "^*  C  2 
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XIV. 

'With  fair  difport  and  courting  dalliance 
She  cntertain'd  her  lover  all  the  way ; 
But  when  (he  faw  the  Knight  his  fpear  advance. 
She  foon  left  off  her  mirth  and  wanton  play, 
And  bade  her  Knight  addrefs  him  to  the  fray : 
His  foe  was  nigh  at  hand.    He,  prickt  with  pride 
And  hope  to  win  his  Ladies  heart  that  day, 
Forth  fpurfed  faft :  adown  his  couriers  fide 

The  red  blood,  trickling,  ftain'd  the  way  as  he  did  ride« 

XV. 

The  Knight  of  the  Red-Crofs  when  him  he  fpide 
Spurring  fo  hot  with  rage  difpiteous, 
'Gan  fairly  couch  his  fpear,  and  towards  ride : 
Soon  meet  they  both,  both  fell  and  furious  ^ 
That  daunted  with  their  forces  hideous. 
Their  fteeds  do  ftagger,  and  amazed  ftand. 
And- eke  themfelves  too  rudely  rigorous, 
Aftonied  with  the  ftroke  of  their  own  hand. 

Do  back  rebut,  and  eadh  to  other  yieWethland.- 

XVL 

AS  when  two  rams,  ftir'd  with  ambitious  pride. 
Fight  for  the  rule  of  the  rich  fleeccd-flock. 
Their  horned  fronts  fo  fierce  on  either  fide 
Do  meet,  that  with  the  terror  of  the  fhock 
Aftonied,  both  ftand  fenfelefs'as  a  block, 
Forgetful  of  the  hanging  viftory  : 
So  ftood  theie  twaine,  unmoved  as  a  rock, 
Both  ftaring  fierce,  and  holding  idlely 

The  broken  reliques  of  their  former- cruelty. 

XVIL 

The  Sarazin  fore  daunted  with  the  bufi^, 

Snatcheth  his  fword,'and  fiercely  to  him  flies 

Who  well  it  wards,  and  quiteth  cuff  with  cuflT: 

Each  others  equal  puiflance  envies. 

And  through  their  iron  fides  with  cruel  fpies 

Do  fcek  to  pierce  :  repining  courage  yields 

No  foot  to  foe.    The  flafhing  fier  flies 

As  from  a  forge  out  of  their  burning  Ihields, 

And  ftreams  of  purple  blQO^  new  die  the  verdant  fields. 
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XVUl. 

Curie  on  chat  cno(s  (quoth  fbeil  .the  Sar^sam) 
That  keeps  thy  body  from  the  bkter  fie  % 
D^  long  ygQ  I  wote  thou  haddeft.^in. 
Had  not  t^t  charm  from  thee  forwaraed  it : 
But  yet: I  warn  thee  now  aflured  fit. 
And  hide  thy  head.  Tb€a:ewith  upon  his  crcft 
With  rigour  fo  outragious  he  fmit, 
That  a  large  (hare  it  ihew'd  out  of  the  reft,       [ble^^. 

And  g^iuicing  down  his  (hield,  frpm  blag^him  fairly 

.   XIX.  '*, 

Who  thereat  wondrous  wroth,  the  fleeping  fpark 
Of  native  vertue  *gan  efcToons  revive, 
And  at  his  haughty,  helmet  making  mark. 
So  hugely  ftrook,  that  it  the  fteel  did  rive. 
And  cleft  his  head.    He,  tumbling  down  alive. 
With  bloody  mouth  his  mother  earth  did  kifs. 
Greeting  his  grave :  his  grudging  ghoft  did  (hive 
With  the  fraU  flefh ;  at  laft  it  flitted  is. 

Whither  the  fouls  do  fly  of  mooy  chat  live  amifs. 


The  Lady  when  Ihe  (aw  her  champion  fall. 
Like  the  old  ruins  of  a  broken  towre. 
Staid  not  to  wail  his  woeful  funeral. 
But  from  him  fled  away  with  all  her  powre^ 
Who  after  her  as  haftily  'gan  fcp wre. 
Bidding  the  Dwarf  with  him  to  bring  away 
The  Sarazins  fhteld,  fign  of  the  conqueroun 
Her  foon  he  overtook,  and  bade  to  day  i 

For  prefent  caufe  was  hone  of  dread,  her  to  difmay. 

XXI. 

She  turning  back  with  rueful  countenance, 
Cri*d  mercy,  mercy,  Sir,  vpuchfafe  to  fliow 
On  filly  Dame,  fubjeA  to  hard  mifcbance,    . 
And  to  your. mighty  will.    Her  humblefs  low. 
In  fo  rich  weeds  and  feeming  glorious  fliow, 
Did  much  emmove  his  ftout  beroick  heart. 
And  faid ;  dear  Dame,  your  fuddain  overthrow 
Much  rueth  me :  but  now  put  fi^ar  apart. 

And  tdi)t^othiihQ!]n:.be>  and  who  tbKC. »^ii; ywr  p?r^ 
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Melting  in  ^ars,  then  ^gah  Ihe  (bus  lament ; 
The  wretched  woman,  whom 'unhappy  howne 
Hath  now  madethFaU^t^^y^drcamm^tidemdlBr, 
Before  tfeai  angry  heavens  lift  to  lowre,   • 
And  fortune  fal&  bdtraid  me  to  thy  powre. 
Was  (O,  %haft  qIe^w  av^ifecb  th^t  I  was?!).^^  •  - 
Born  the  fole  daughter  of  .an  Emp^rour^ 
'^f'^  He  that  the  wide  w^ft  under  his  rule  has^  -. 
\And  high  liath^  fet  his  throne,  where  I'iheris  doth  paft. 

XXIII. 

He  in  the  firft  flowre  of  my  frefheft  age,  •       .  - 
Betrothed  me  unto  the  only  heir 
Of  a  moft  mighty  King,  moft  rich  and  fs^e ; 
Was  never  Prince  fo  faithful  and  fo  fair ;' 
Was  never  Prince  fo  meek  and  debonair : 
But  e're  mv  hoped  day  of  ^>oufal  fhone,  ' 
"My-  dearcK  Lord  fell  from  high  honours  .ftair, 
Into  the  hand^  of  his  accurfed  fone,        .  ^    ' 

And  cruelly  was  flarnt  thaC  I. (hall  ever  mone. 

XXIV. 

His  bleffed  body,  fpoil'd  of  liv^  breath',     .      ' 
Was  afterward,  I  know  liot  how  convtfd 
And  from  <¥ie  hid  :  of  whofe  mbft  innoeent  death 
When  tidings  canr»e  to  me  unhappy  maid^ 
O,  how  great  forrow  my  iad  foul  aflaid ; 
Then  forth  I  went,  his  wtoeful  code  to  Bnd) 
And  many  years  throughput  the  world  I  ftraid, 
A  virgin  widow:  whofe  deep  wounded  mind 

Wich'leve,  Idng*time  did  langutfli  as  the-ftrikei^  hind. 

At  lafl:,  it^hanc^d  this  p(-Oud  Sarmd% 

To  meet  me  wandriiig :  who  perforce  mc  led'- 
With  him  away,  but  yet  could  never  win.   - 
The^  forr  that  Ladios  hoU  in  foveraine  dread. 
There  4fes  ha^  how  With  tbuldiihonour  dead,     \ 
Who  wfcHft  he-liv-d,  was  calicdproud  Sam^foy^ 
The  &Id^  ^  tlvree  brethren,  all  threq  bred 
Of  one^b^d  fll^e,  .whofe  youi^eft.-is  &i«5^j^  : 

Ahd^twixtM^iem-both  was  hom^i^ 
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XXVI. 

In  this  fad  plight,  friendlefs^  unfortooatr^  ' 

Now  miferable  I  Pidejfa  dwell, 
Craving  of  you  in  pky  of  ray  ftate. 
To  do  none  ill,  if  pleafe  ye  not  do  wdB. 
He  in  great  paflion  all  this  while  did  dwell. 
Mare  bufying  his  quick  eyes,  her  face  to  view. 
Than  his  dull  ears,  to  hear  what  ihe  did'crM  ; 
And  faid  ;  Fair  Lady,  heart  of  flint  would  rew 

The  undeferved  woes  and  forrows  which  ye  ihew. 

xxvn. 

Henceforth  in  fiife  affurance  may  ye  reft,    ' 
Having  both  found  a  new  friend  you  to  ^id. 
And  loft  an  old  foe,  chat  did  you  molell : 
Better  new  friend  than  an  old  roe,  is  faid 
With  change  of  chear,  the  Teeming  fimple  maid 
Let  fait  her  eyen,  as  ihannefact  to  the  earth ; 
And  yielding  foft,  in  that  ftie  noaght  gain-faid*  ' 
So  forth  they  rode,  he  fe%ning  feen^ly  mirth. 

And  (he  coy  looks :  fo,  dainty  they  fay  maketh  dearth,' 

XXVIII. 

Long  time  they  thus  together  travelled  ; 
Till  weary  of  their  way,  they  came  at  laft. 
Where  grew  two  goodly  trees,  that  fair  did  fpred 
Their  arms  abroad,  with  gray  mofs  over-caft  % 
And  their  green  leaves  trembling  with  every  blaft. 
Made  a  calm  fhadow  far  in  compafs  round : 
The  fearful  Shepherd  often  there  aghaft 
Under  them  never  fate,  ne  wont  there  found 

His  merry  oaten  pipe,  but  Ihun'd  th'unlucky  ground.' 

XXIX. 

But  this  good  Knight,  foon  as  he  them  'gan  fpy. 
For  the  cool  fhadow  thither  haft'ly  got : 
For,  golden  Pbcgbus  now  ymounted  high. 
From  fiery  wheels  of  his  fair  chariot. 
Hurled  his  beam  fo  fcorching  cruel  hot. 
That  living  creature  mote  it  not  abide  \ 
And  his  new  Lady  it  endured  not. 
There  they  alight,  in  hope  them'felvcs  to  hide 

From  the  fierce  hea(>  and  reft  their  wtary  limba  a  cidtf^ 

C  4 
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XXX. 

Fair  ifctnly  pkafance  each  to  other  makes ; 
With  goodly  purpofes  there  as  they  fit : 
And  in  his  falfed  fancy  he  her  takes 
To  be  the  fatreft  wight  that  lived  yit  •, 
Which  to  exprefs,  he  bends  his  gentle  wit : 
And  thinking  of  thofe  branches  green  to  frame 
A  girlood  for  her  dainty  forehcadfit. 
He  pluckt  a  bough :  out  of  whofe  rift  there  came 

^mall. drops  of  gory  blood,  that  trickled  down  the  fame. 

XXXI. 

Therewith  a  pitious  yelling  voice  was  heard. 
Crying,  O  fpare  with  guilty  hands  to  tear 
My  tender  fides  in  this  rough  rind  embar'd : 
But  fly,  ah  fly  far  hence  away,  for  fear 
Left  to  you  hap,  that  hapned  to  me  here. 
And  to  this  wretched  Lady,  my  dear  love  5 
O  too  d^ar  love !  love  bought  with  death  too  dear. 
Aftond  he  ftood,  and  up  his  hair  did  hove, 

J^nd  with  that  fuddain  horror  could  no  member  move. 

XXXIL 

At  laft,  whenas  the  dreadful  pafllon 

Was  o^er-paft,  and  manhood  well  awake  : 
Yet  muCng  at  the  ft  range  occafion. 
And  doubting  much  his  fenfe,  he  thus  befpake ; 
Wh^t  voice  of  damned  ghoft  from  Limio  lake. 
Or  guileful  fprite  wandring  in  empty  ayre 
(Both  which  frail  men  do  oftentimes  miftake) 
Sends  to  my  doubtful  ears  thefe  fpceches  rare. 

And  rueful  plaints,  me  bidding  guiltlefs  blood  to  fpare  ? 

XXXIII. 

Then  groaning  deep,,  nor  damned  ghoft,  quoth  he. 
Nor  guileful  fprite  to  thee  thefe  words  doth  fpeak  ; 
But  once  a  man,  Fradubioy  now  a  tree :    . 
Wretched  man,  wretched  tree-,  whofe  nature  weak, 
A  cruel  Witch  (her  curled  will  to  wreak) 
Hach  thus  transfor^n'd,  and  plact  in  open  plains. 
Where  Boreas  doth  blow  full  bitter  bleak. 
And  fcorching  fun  does  dry  my  fecret  veins : 

Jj^Qt  though  a  tr^^e  1  fecm,  yet  cold  ;ind  heat  me  p4ins« 
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XXXIV. 

Say  on  Fradubh  then,  or  man,  or  tree. 
Quoth  then  the  Knight,  by  whofe  mifchicvous.  arts 
Art  thou  mifhaped  thus,  as  now  I  fee  ? 
He  oft  finds  noedcine  who  his  grief  imparts  i 
But  double  griefs  afflid  concealing  hearts, 
As  raging  flames  who  ftriveth  to  fupprefs. 
The  author  then,  faid  he,  of  all  my  fmarts. 
Is  one  Dueffa  a  falie  forcerefs. 

That  many  errant  Knights  hath  brought  to  wretchednefs. 

XXXV. 

In  prime  of  youthly  years,  when  courage  hot 
The  fire  of  love  and  joy  of  chevalree 
Firft  kindled  in  my  breaft ;  it  was  my  lot 
To  love  this  gentle  Lady  whom  ye  fee. 
Now  not  a  Lady,  but  a  feeming  tree ; 
With  whom  as  once  I  rode  accompanide. 
Me  chanced  of  a  Knight  encountred  be. 
That  had  a  like  fair  Lady  by  his  fide ; 

Like  a  fair  Lady,  but  did  foul  Dueja  hide. 

XXXVI. 

Whofe  forged  beauty  he  did  take  in  hand. 
All  other  Dames  to  have  exceeded  far : 
I  in  defence  of  mine  did  likewife  fland ; 
Mine,  that  did  then  ihine  as  the  morning  (lar ; 
So  both  to  battle  fierce  arranged  are : 
In  which  his  harder  fortune  was  to  fall 
Under  my  fpear :  fuch  is  the  dye  of  war : 
His  Lady,  left  as  a  prize  martial, 

Did  yield  her  comely  perfon,  to  be  at  my  call. 

XXXVIL 

So  doubly  lov'd  of  Ladies  unlike  fair, 

Th'  one  ieeming  fuch,  the  other  fuch  indeed, 

One  day  in  doubt  I  cad  for  to  compare. 

Whether  in  beauties  glory  did  exceed  ^ 

A  xofie  girlond  was  the  vidtors  meed  : 

Both  feem'd  to  win«  and  both  ieem'd  won  to  be. 

So  hard  the  difcord  was  to  be  agreed. 

Fr^KJfa  was  as  fair,  as  fair  mote  be : 

And  ever  falfe  lOueJfa  feem*d  as  fair  as  fhc. 
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XXXVIII. 

The  wicked  Witch,  now  feeing  all  this  while 
The  doubtful  ballance  equally  to  fway. 
What  not  by  right,  (he  caft  to  wirt  by  guik» 
And  by  her  hellilh  fcience  rais*d  ftraitway    * 
A  foggy  mift  that  over-caft  the  day. 
And  a  dull  blalt,  that  breathing  6n  her  face. 
Dimmed  her  former  beauties  fliTnmg  ray. 
And  with  foul  ugly  form  did  her  difgrace : 

Then  was  (he  fair  alone,  when  none  was  fair  in  place. 

Then  cryd  (he  out,  fie,  fie,  deformed  wight, 
Whofe  borrowed  beauty  now  appeareth  plain 
To  have  before  bewitched  all  mens  fight; 

0  leave  her  foon,  or  let  her  foon  be  (lain. 
Her  loathly  vifage  viewing  with  difdain, 
Eftfoons  I  thought  her  fuch,  as  (he  itie  told. 

And  would  have  kiird  her  -,  but,  with  feigned  pain  i 
The  falfc  Witch  did  my  wrathful  hafnd  with-hold : . 
So  left  her,  where  (he  now  is  turnd  to  trc-en  mould, 

XL. 
Thenceforth  I  took  Dueffa  for  my  Dame, 
And  in  the  Witch  unweeting  joyd  long  time  : 
Ne  ever  wift,  but  that  (he  was  the  fame ; 
Till  on  a  day  (that  day  is  every  prime. 
When  Witches  wont  do  penance  for  their  crime ) 

1  chanct  to  fee  her  in  her  proper  hew. 
Bathing  her  felf  in  origane  and  thyme: 
A  filthy  foul  old  woman  I  did  view, 

That  ever  to  have  toucht  her,  I  did  deadly  rew. 

XLI. 

Her  neather  parts  misihapen,  monftruous. 
Were  hid  in  water,  that  I  could  not  fee : 
But  they  did  feem  more  foul  and  hideous. 
Than  womans  (hape  man  would  believe  to  be. 
Then  forth  from  her  moft  beaftly  company     4 
I  *gan  refrain,  in  mind  to  (lip  away, 
Soon  as  appeard  fafe  opportunity  : 
For  danger  great,  if  not  aflTar^d  decay, 
faw  before  nrine  eyes,  if  I  were  known  to  ftray. 
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XLII. 

The  dcveli(h  hag  by  changes  of  my  ghear 

Pcrceiv'd  my  though ;  and  drownd  in  fleepy  night ; 
With  wicked  herbs  and  oyntments  did  befmear 
My  body  all,  through  charms  and  magick  might  i 
That  all  my  fenfes  were  bereaved  quight : 
Theji  brought  flie  me  into  this  defert  vail. 
And  by  my  wretched  Lovers  fide  me  pight ; 
Where  now  inclosed  in  wooden  walls  full  faft, 

Baniihc  from  living  wights,  our  weary  days  we  waft. 

XLIII. 

But  how  long  time,  faid  then  the  Elfin  Knight, 
Are  you  in  this  misformed  houfe  to  dwell  ? 
W6  may  not  change,  quoth  he,  this  evil  pligliC, 
Tilt  we  be  bathed  in  a  living  Well  j 
That  is  the  term  prefcribed  by  the  (pell. 
O  !  how,  faid  he,  mote  I  that  Well  out-find. 
That  mat  reftore  you  to  your  wonted  well  ? 
Time  and  fuffifed  Fates  to  former  kind 

Shall  us  rcftore :  none  elfe  from  hence  may  us  unbind. 

XLIV. 

The  falfc  Dueffa,  now  Fideffa  hight, 

Heard  how  in  vtiin  Fradubh  did  lament. 
And  knew  well  all  was  true.    But  the  good  Knight 
Full  of  fad  fear  and  ghaftty  dreriment, 
When-  all  this  fpeech  the  living  tree  had  fpent. 
The  bleeding  bough  did  thruft  into  the  ground. 
That  from  the  blood  he  might  be  innocent. 
And  with'  frclh  clay  did  clofe  the  wooden  wound  : 
r^Then  turning  to  his  Lady,  dead  with  fear  her  found. 

XLV. 

Her  feeming  dead  he  fo»nd  with  feigned  fear. 
As  all  unweeting  of  that  well  (he  knew. 
And  paia'd  hrmfelf  with  bufie  care  to  rear 
Her  out  oi  carelcfs-fwoufie.  Her  eye-lids  blue 
And  dimnoed  fight,  with  pale  and  deadly  hut>, 
^Ax  laft  (hd  'gan  up-lift :  wkh  trembling  chear 
Her  up  betook,  coo  Ample  and  too  true, 
And  oft  her  kUt.    At  length,  all  palled  fear. 

He  fet  her  oti  ker  (teod,  and  forward  ^orth  did  bear. 
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CANTO    III. 

Forfaken  Truth  long  feeks  her  kve. 

And  makes  the  Lyon  mild^ 
Marres  blind  Devotions  marti  and  falls 

In  band  of  Leacbour  vild. 

I. 

Nought  is  there  under  heav'ns  wide  hollowne^ 
That  moves  more  dear  compaflion  of  mind. 
Than  beauty  brought  t'unworthy  wretchednefs 
Through  envy's  fnares,  or  fortunes  freaks  unkind : 
I,  whether  lately  through  her  brightnefs  blind^ 
Or  through  allegiance  and  fad  fealty. 
Which  I  da  owe  unto  all  woman-kind,     . 
Feel  my  heart  pierct  with  fo  great  agony. 
When  fuch  I  fee,  that  all  for  pity  I  could  dye. 

II. 

^nd  now  it  is  impaffioned  fo  deep, . 
For  faireft  Unas  fake,  of  whom  I  fing. 
That  my  frail  eyes  thefe  lines  with  tears  do  deep. 
To  think  how  flie  trough  guileful  handleing. 
Though  true  as  touch,  though  daughter  of  a  King, 
Though  fair  as  ever- living  wight  was  fair. 
Though  nor  in  word  nor  deed  ill  meriting, 
Is  from  her  Knight  divorced  in  defpair. 

And  her  due  Love's  derived  to  that  vile  Witches  ihar% 

IIL 

Yet  (he  mofl  faithful  Lady  all  this  while 
Forfaken,  woeful  folitary  maid 
Far  from  all  peoples  preafe,  as  in  exile,. 
In  wildcrnefs  and  wauful  deferts  ftrayd 
To  feek  her  Knight }  who,  fubtilly  betrayd 
Through  that  late  vifion,  which  t}i'eochanter  wcought 
Had  her  abandon'd.    She  of  nought  afraid^ 
Through  woods  and  waftncfs  wide  hiin  daily  fought^ 

Yet  wilhed  tydiqgs  none  Qf  binv  ynt«,  her  bcoug^c. 
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IV. 

One  day,  nigh  weaiy  of  the  irkfome  way. 
From  her  unhafty  beaft  (he  did  alight. 
And  on  the  gtafs  her  dainty  limbs  did  lay 
In  fecret  fliadow,  far  from  all  mens  (ight : 
From  her  fajr  head  her  fillet  (he  undight. 
And  laid  her  ftole  afide.   Her  Angels  face 
As  the  great  eye  of  heaven  (hined  bright. 
And  made  a  uin-lhine  in  the  fhady  place : 
Did  never  mortal  eye  behold  fuch  heavenly  grace. 

V. 
It  fortuned  out  of  the  thickeft  wood 
A  ramping  Lyon  rufhed  fuddainly. 
Hunting  full  greedy  after  falvage  blood ; 
Soon  as  the  royal  virgin  he  did  fpy. 
With  gaping  mouth  at  her  ran  greedily. 
To  have  attonce  devoured  her  tender  corfe : 
But  to  the  prey  when  as  he  drew  more  nigh. 
His  bloody  rage  aflwaged  with  remoHe. 
And  with  the  fight  amaz*d,  forgat  his  furious  force. 

VI. 
Inftead  thereof  he  kift  her  weary  feet. 

And  lickt  her  lilly  hands  with  fawning  tong. 
As  he  her  wronged  innocence  did  weet. 
O !  how  can  beauty  mafter  the  moft  ftrong, 
And  fimple  truth  fubdue  avenging  wrong ! 
Whoie  yielded  pride,  and  proud  ^bmifiion. 
Still  dreading  death,  when  (he  had  marked  long. 
Her  heart  'gan  melt  in  great  compaflion. 
And  drizling  tears  did  fhed  for  pure  affeflion. 

VII. 
The  Lyon,  Lord  of  every  beaft  in  field, 

Quoth  (he,  his  princely  puifiance  doth  abate. 
And  mighty  proud,  to  humble  weak  does  yield. 
Forgetful  of  the  hungry  rage,  which  late 
Him  prickt,  in  pity  of  my  fad  eftatc : 
But  he  my  Lyon,  and  my  noble  Lord, 
How  does  he  find  in  cruel  heart  to  hate 
Her  that  him  lov'd,  and  ever  moft  ador'd. 
As  the  God  of  my  life?  why  hath  he  me  abhord  ? 
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VIII. 

Redounding  tears  did  <:hoke  th'  end  of  h^r  plaint, 
Which  foftly  ecchoed  from  the  neighbour  wood ; 
And  fad  to  fee  her  forrowfiil  conftraint. 
The  kingly  beaft  upon  her  gazirtg  fiood ; 
With  pity  calm'd,  down  fell  his  angry  mood  : 
At  lad,  in  clofe  heart  fhutting  up  her  pain, 
Arofe  the  virgin  born  of  -heavenly  brood. 
And  to  her  fnowy  palfrey  got  again. 

To  feek  her  ftrayed  champion  if  fhe  might  attain. 

IX. 

The  Lyon  would  not  leave  her  defokte,  '.    ; 

But  with  her  went  along,  as  a  ilrong  guard 
Of  her  chafte  perfon  and  a  faithful  mate, 
Of  her  fad  troubles  and  misfortunes  iutrd ; 
Still  when  (he  (lept,  he  kept  both  watch  and  ward  : 
And  when  fhe  wakt,  he  waited  diligent. 
With  humble  fervice  to  her  will  prepared : 
From  her  fair  eyes  he  took  commandement, 
'  And  ever  by  her  looks  conceiyed  her  intent. 

X. 

Long  Hie  thus  travelled  through  de&rts  wide. 

By  which  fhe  thought  her  wandringKnight  ihouidpafs. 

Yet  never  fhew  of  living  wight  eipide ; 

Till  that  at  length  ihe  tound  the  trodcjben  grafs. 

In  which  the  trad  of  peoples  footing  was. 

Under  the  fteep  foot  of  a  mountain  hoare  \  • 

The  fame  fhe  follows,  till  at  laft  ihe  has 

A  Damzel  fpide,  flow  footing  her  before. 

That  on  her  Ihoulders  fad  a  pot  of  water  bore. 

XL 

To  whom  approching,  ihe  to  her  'gan  call. 
To  weet  if  dwelling  place  were  nigh  at  band  ^ 
But  the  rude  wench  her  anfwered  nought  at  all. 
She  could  not  hear,  nor  fpeak,  nor  underftand  -, 
Till  feeing  by  her  fide  the  Lyon  fland. 
With  fuddain  fear  her  pitcher  down  fhe  threw. 
And  fied  away :  for  never  in  that  land 
Face  of  fair  Lady  fhe  before  did  view. 

And  that  dread  Lyons  look  her  caft  in  deadly  hew. 
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Full  fail  flie  fled,  ne  evier  lookt  behind. 
As  if  her  life  upon  the  wager  lay  i^ 
And  home  fhe  came,  whereas  her  mother  blind 
Sate  in  eternal  night :  nought  could  (he  fay ; 
But  fuddain  catching  hold,  did  her  difmay 
With  quaking  hands,  and  other  figns  of  fear : 
Who  full  of  ghaftly  fright  and  cold  afiray, 
*Gan  ftiut  the  door.    By  this,  arrived  there 

Dame  Unay  weary  Dame,  and  entrance  did  requere. 

XIII. 

Which  when  none  yielded,  her  unruly  page 
With  hi»  rude  daws  the  wicket  open  rent. 
And  let  her  in ;  where,  of  his  cruel  rage 
Nigh  dead  with  fear,  and  faint  aftoniihment. 
She  found  them  both  in  darkfome  corner  pent  \ 
Where  that  old  woman  day  and  night  did  pray 
Upon  her  beads  devoutly  penitent  \ 
Nine  hundred  Pater-nofters  ev*ry  day. 

And  thrice  nine  hundred  Aves  fhe  was  wont  to  fay. 

XIV. 

And  to  augment  her  painful  penance  more. 
Thrice  every  week  in  afhes  (he  did  (it. 
And  next  her  wrinkled  (kin  rough  fackcloth  wore. 
And  thrice  three  times  dki  faft  from  any  bit : 
But  now  for  fear  her  beads  (he  did  forget. 
Whofe  needlefs  dread  for  to  remove  away. 
Fair  Una  framed  words  and  countenance  fit  .* 
Which  hardly  doen,  at  length  flie  'gan  them  pray. 

That  in  their  cotage  fmall,  that  night  ftie  reft  her  may. 

XV. 

The  day  is  fpent,  and  cometh  droiiie  night, 
When  every  creature  (hroudcd  is  in  deep ; 
Sad  Una  down  her  lays  in  weary  plight, 
And  at  her  feet  the  Lyon  watch  doth  keep : 
Inftead  of  reft,  (he  does  lament  and  weep 
For  the  late  lofs  of  her  dear  loved  Knight, 
And  fighs,  and  groans,  and  evermore  does  fteep 
Her  tender  brcaft  in  bitter  tears  all  night : 

All  night  (he  thinlgs  too  long,  and  often  looks  for  light. 
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XVL 

Now  when  AldeborM  was  mounted  hie 
Above  the  (hiny  Caffiaprias  chaire. 
And  all  in  deadly  deep  did  drowned  lye. 
One  knocked  at  the  door,  and  in  would  fare  ^ 
He  knocked  faft,  and  often  curft,  and  fware. 
That  ready  entrance  was  not  at  his  call  i 
For  on  his  back  a  heavy  load  he  bare 
Of  nightly  ftelths,  and  pilage  feveral^ 

Which  he  had  got  abroad  by  purchafe  criminal. 

XVII. 

He  was  to  weet  a  ftout  and  fturdy  thief. 
Wont  to  rob  churches  of  their  ornaments. 
And  poor  mens  boxes  of  their  due  relief. 
Which  given  was  to  them  for  good  intents ; 
The  holy  Saints  of  their  rich  veftiments 
He  did  difrobe,  when  ail  men  careleis  flept. 
And  fpoil'd  the  Priefts  of  their  habiliments 
Whiles  none  the  holy  things  in  fafety  kept. 

Then  he  by  cunning  fleights  in  at  the  window  crept. 

XVIII. 

And  all  that  he  by  right  or  wrong  could  find,      v 
Unto  this  houfe  he  brought,  and  did  beftow    ^ 
Upon  the  daughter  of  this  woman  blind, 
Abejfa^  daughter  of  Corceca  (low, 
Withi  whom  he  whoredom  us'd,  that  few  did  know» 
And  fed  her  fat  with  feail  of  ofierings. 
And  plenty,  which  in  all  the  land  did  grow  : 
Ne  fpared  he  to  give  her  gold  and  rings. 

And  now  he  to  her  brought  part  of  his  ftolen  things. 

XIX. 

Thus  long  the  dqpr  with  rage  and  threats  he  bet. 
Yet  of  thole  tearful  women  none  durft  rife : 
(The  Lyon  frayed  them,)  him  in  to  let. 
He  would  no  longer  ftay  him  to  advife. 
But  open  breaks  the  door  in  furious  wife. 
And  entring  is ;    when  that  difdainful  beaft 
Encountring  fierce,  him  fuddain  doth  furprize  ; 
And  feizing  cruel  claws  on  trembling  bread. 

Under  hi3  lordly  foot  him  proudly  hath  fuppreft. 
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XX. 

Him  booteth  not  refift,  nor  fuccour  call,  * 
His  bleeding  heart  is  in  the  vengers  hand, 
Who  ftre^t  him  rent  in  thoufand  pieces  fmalli  * 
And  quite  difmembred  hath  :  the  thirfty  land 
Drank  up  his  life  ;  his  corfe  left  on  the  ftrandi 
His  fearful  friends  wear  out  the  woeful  night, 
Nc  dare  to  weep,  nor  icem  to  underftand 
The  heavy  hap  which  on  them  is  alight^ 

Af&aid,  leaft  to  themfclves  the  like  milhappen  might*  ' . 

XXI. 

Now  when  broad  day  the  world  difcovered  has,  • 
Up  Una  rofe,  up  rofe  the  Lyon  eke, 
And  on  their  former  journey  forward  pafs. 
In  ways  unknown^  her  wandring  Knight  to  ieek^ 
With  pains  faf  palfing  that  long  wapdring  Greek, 
That  for  his  love  refufed  deitie  j 
Such  were  the  labours  of  this  Lady  meek^ 
Still  feeking  Jhim,  that  from  her  ilili  did  fly« 

Then  fur^ft  from  her  hope,  when  mofi  ihe  weened  nigh«  • 

XXII. 

Soon  as  fhe  parted  thence,  the  fearful  twain  ^ 
That  blind  old  woman  and  her  daughter  dear^ 
Came  forth,  and  finding  Kirkrapne  there  flain^  • 
For  anguiih  great  they  'gan  to  rend  their  hair^ 
And  beat  their  breads,  and  naked  fleih  to  tear* 
And  when  they  both  had  wept  and  waild  their  dW^  * 
Then  forth  they  ran  like  two  amazed  Deer, 
Half  mad  through  malice,  and  revenging  will^  • 

To  follow  her,  that  was  the  caufer  of  their  ilh 

XXIU. 

Whom  overtaking,  they  'gan  loudly  bray. 
With  hollow  howling,  and  lamenting  cry^  • 
Shamefully  at  her  r^yling  all  the  way. 
And  her  accufing  of  diihonefty, 
That  was  the  fk>wre  of  faith  and  chaftity  \ 
And  ftitl  amidit  her  rayling,  Ihe  did  pn^. 
That  plagues,  and  miichiefs,  and  long  miiery 
Might  fall  on  her,  and  follow  all  the  way. 

And  that  in  endlcfs  ^rrgr  Ihe  might  ever  ftray, 
\ouh  P 
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XXIV. 

But  when  (he  fai^  her  prayers  nought  prcvail^ 
She  back  returned  with  (bme  labour  lofk ; 
And  in  the  way,  as  fhe  did  weep  and  wail,  * 
A  Kni^t  her  n^t  In  mighty  arms  emboft^ 
Yet  Knight  was  not  for  all  his  bragging  boft. 
But  fubtil  Arthimagy  that  Una  fought 

y  By  trains  into  tiew  troubles  to  have  toft : 
Of  that  old  woman  tydings  he  befbdght^ 

If  cba(  idf  fuch  a  Lady  (he  could  telkn  oi^ht.  <        • 

XXV. 

Thcie-with  (He  'gan  her  pa^oi^  to  renew. 

And  cry,  and  curfe,  and  rail,  and  rend  her  hair^ 
Saying,  that  harlot  (he  too  lately  knew, 
That  caus'd  her  (hed  fo  many  a  bitter  tiear, 
Asid  fo  forth  told  the  ftory  of  her  fear. 
Much  feemed  he  to  mone  her  haplefs  chance, 
And  after^  for  that  Lady  did  enquere ; 
Which  being  taught,  he  forward  'gan  advance 

His  fair  enchanted  fteed,  and  eke  his  charmed  lance. 

XXVL 

Ere  long  he  came  where  Una  travelled  flow. 
And  that  wild  champion  waiting  her  bedde  t 
Whom  feemg  fuch,  for  dread  he  durft  not  fhow 
Htmielf  too  nigh  at  hand,  but  turned  wide 
Uotof  an  hill;  from  whence  when  (he  him  fpide 
By  his  like  (eeming  fliield,  her  Knight  by  name 
She  wcend  it  was,  and  towards  him  'gan  ride  : 
Approaching  nigh,  fhe  wilt  it  was  the  fame. 

And  with  fair  fearful  humblefs  towards  him  (he  came. 

XXVIL 

And  weeping  faid,  ah  mv  long  lacked  Lord^ 

Where  have  yee  been  tnus  long  out  of  my  fight? 
Much  feared  I  to  have  been  quite  abhord. 
Or  ought  have  done  that  ye  difplea(en  might. 
That  fliould  as  death  unto  mj  dear  heart  light  t 
For  fince  mine  eye  your  joyoi)^  fight  did  mtfs. 
My  cfaeatftil  day  is  turnM  to  chiteriefs  night. 
And  eke  my  night  of  death  the  Ihadbw  is^ ; 

But  welcome  now  my  %hi>  and  ftining  lamp  of  blifit 


k 


He  thetietd  meeting,  laid,  my  deareft  I)amc, 
Far  be  it  from  yeiir  thbUght,  and  ffom  nly  wffF, 
^o  think  thAc  Knigkchoodl  fo  much  Ihould  fhahie. 
As  you  to  teave,  thtt  haVe  mb  loved  fWl,     .   _' 
Add  ck6tt  lA  Fairy  tourt  of  mccre  good  mlU   '^  \ 
Where  nobl^ft  Knights  were  to  he  found  on  ciith'; 
The  earth  fhall  (boner  leave  her  kindly  ikill 
To  bririg  forth  fruit,  and  make  Eternal  dearih» 

Than  I  leave  Vdu,  ,my  Hcfe,  yborri  of  heavcjily  birth.  * 

XXIX. 

And  footh  to  fiy^  Why  I  left  you  f6  long  ^ 

Was  fwh  t6  ftek  adventtire  in  ftrange  place,         '  ] 
Where  At^htmazd  feid  a  felon  ftrong 
To  many  Khights  did  daily  woi-k  difgrace  ;      ''  - 
But  Knight  he  noir  (hall  never  more  defaced 
Good  caufe  of  mine  excufe »  that  mote  ye  pteafe . 
Well  to  accept  and  eterAiore  embrace 
My  faithltil  lervice^  that  by  land  and  feas 

Havfe  Voif/d  you  to  defend^  no>^  then  your  plaint  at^p^aft.  , 

His  lovely  words  hct  fcan'd  due  rtcompcnce 
Of  all  her  pafled  paiiis :  one  loving  howrc 
For  iriany  years  of  forrow  can  di^encc : 
A  dram  of  fwcet  ts  Wt)tth  i  pound  of  fowre :       : 
Sh<b  has  forgot,  hoir  mafty  a  Woeful  ftbwre         ' 
For  him  fhc  late  enduiWV,*ftcfpeaks  no  moit 
Of  paft :  cHie  is,'  diat  ttUfe»love  hath' no  powrc  ' 
To  Idoken  fcack^  lits  eyis  be  fi*t  bcfoVc. 

Before  her  Hands  her  Khight,  for  whom  "(Ha  toy  Id  fo  fdf  tr. 

XXXI. 

Much  Kke^  as  whSlf  IK6  WitAi  rhariher,'  *  ;  •  ' 

That  long  haifKHvStHdWtf  1n*the  tkrtS^ 
Oft  foiift  in -fwtfiittg  i'etbjs  falcilh  tear,  . 
AAd  lot^  timig  h^^g  t^d  hi^  ^k^ftizy  hide        .; 
Widi  Mu(lriiig{jrds!th-iQf  h«aven,  thkt^Hfe  can  bide» 
And  fcei^hihg  fialttfli'^i)^  fifeifce  CW^/htt^         \ 

His.  thfearful  WWfflS  HU#t!ly  doth  idiitid,   ^    {iiiilnd. 
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HXXII; 

Such  joy  made  Urm^  whea  her'  Knight  9ie  fojuod  ;  - 
And  eke  th*  enchanter  joyous  ieemd  no  i^fs 
Thain  the  glad  merchapt  that  does  view  from  ground 
His  ihip  far  comq  from  waCFy.Mrilcieniefs  r 
He  hiirls  out  vows,  a^i  N^unfoh  doth  hfer$ ; 
So  forth  they  paft^  and  all  the  way  they  fpcnt 
Difcoqifing  of  her  dreadful  late  diftrefa ;..  •  •  ^  ; .  \ 
In  which  he  askt  her  what  the  Lyon  ment:  *  , .  / 

Who  told,  her  all  that  fell  in  journey  as  ihe  went.  ^ 

XXXIII. 

They  had  not  ridden  far,  when  they  might  fee  . ,  . 
One  pricking  towards. them  with  hafty  beat» . 
Full  ftrongly  arm'd,  and  on  a  courfer  free 
That  through  his  6erceneis  foamed  all  with  fweat^ 
And  the  Iharp  iron  did  for  ai^ger  ea^  ;       t  . 
When  his  liot  rider  fpur'd  his  chap^d  tv^  i 
His  look  was  fternt  ^nd  feemed  ftill  to  thripat 
Cruel  revenge,  which  he  in  heart  didj  hi^is,;        ./l 

And  on  his  ihield  S^ns-loy  in  bloody  lines  was  did^*. . . 

xxxiy. 

When  nigh  he  drew  unto  thi^-gep^rp^r,. 

And  faw  the  red- crofs  which  the  Knight  did  beai^ . 
lEIe  burnt  in  fire,  apd  'g^  eft-foons  prepare  •  ir  * 
Himfelf  to  battle  with  his  couched  ^ar.     . .  i ,  / 
Loth  was  thatoihef,  and  did  faint  dirough  fear  •  / 

Totalle  th'  untryed  dintof  49^^y^^^:>./  .       : 
But  yet  his  I^d/  did  fo  wel).  \\\m  che^» 
That  hope  of  new.  good  bw  he  '<gan  €o,.  kt\%  \ .. 
So  bent  his  fpear,  and  fpurd  Wii^rfe  lyitlj^iron  .hcdL 

••  •  ;.M:itv:'*  ■ 

But  that  proud  Pay  mm  kirward  came  fa  fierce;; 
And  full  pf  wrath,  that  wi|^  I)|87^1)arp-head  fpear 
Through^vainly  crofled  ihield  b^^  q^qe  did,  .pi^coe ; 
And  had  his  Ibgg'pog  ^^^d  not  mniok  for  fe^> 

...  Through  iQ^ieid  aad  body  eke  he  fhouj||d .  h^^  )mw.: 
Ydt  fg  great  was  the  p^^iifl^i^/^hiV  pulh».  /  *  \ 
That  from  h^  jfa^dle  quite  be  did  him  l^e|E  ::^    -, 

f  He  fumbling  rud^^  dow^i  xx^  grpun^  Mmlk^/A 
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XXXVI, 

Diimountin'g  lightly  from  his  lofty  ftecd. 
He  to  him  lept,  in  mind  to  reave  his  life. 
And  p^udly  feid,  lo,  there  the  worthy  meed  ' 
Of  him  that  flew  Sms-fiy  with  Woody  knife;   - 
Hence  forth  his  ghoft,  freed  from  repining '  ftrtfe. 
In  peace  may  paflen^  over  Utbji  lake. 
When  mourning  altars,  purged  with  enemies  Hfe, 
The'  black  infernal  Furies  doen  aflake :    •. 

lS)StftottiSans'firf  thoo  tookft,  SMs*Uy  ftallfVom  theetkkti; 

XXXVII. 

Therewith  in  haftc  his  helmet  'gan  unlace. 
Till  Wttf  cryd,  Ohold  that  heavy  hand. 
Dear  Sir,  whatci^r  that  thou  be  in  placet 
Enough  is,  that  diy  foe  dpth  vanqiilifht  ftfcnd 
Nbw  at  thy 'mercy  :  mercy  not  withftand  r 
For  he  i«  one  the  trueft  Knight  alive. 
Though  conquered  now  he  lye  on  lowly  land,* 
And  whilft  liim  fortune  favoured,  fair  did  thrive 

•  Irt  bloody  ficW :  thercfol^  ^  life  hkn  npt  deprive. 

XXXVIIL 
Her  pitious'  word^  might  not  abate  his  rage  v 
But  rudely  rending  up  his  helmet,  would 
Have  (Iain  him  ftraight :  but  when  he  fees  his  age. 
And  hoary  head  of  ^cbimdgo  old. 
His  hafty  hand  he  <ioth  amazed  hold. 
And  hlitfaftamed^  wondred  at  the  fight : 
For  that  old  man  well  knew  he,  though  untold. 
In  chiarms  and  h^a^ick  to  have  Wondrous  might,  . 

•  Ne  ever  wont  in  ^d.  rief  "in  round  lifts  to  fight. 

XXXIX. 
And  faid,  Vfhy'Jl^bima^^,  lucktefs  fire, 
What  do  Ifce?  what  htfrd  mifliap  is  this, 
Tha^  hath  thee  hither  brought  to  tafte  mine  ire  ? 
Or  thine  the  fault;  or  inine  the  error  is;       ■  ■ 
Inftead  of  fpe,  tb  wound  my  friend-  amifs  ? 
He  anfwer'd  nought  but  in  a  trance.  ftiU  Iay» 
And  on  didfe  gbikful  dazed  eyes  of-Ws    •      *  * 
The  cloud  of  death  did  fit.    Whidl  dden  away,     ^ 
'He  left  him  lying  fo,  ne  would  i»o  longer  ftay/ .      - 
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But  to  the  idrgiD  tomeSy  who  alt  tbsft  while  * 
Amazed  ftaods,  lier  felf  ib  ^ipfj^kt  to  Ij^  : : 

By  him*  who  has  the.gvvM'dan  of  his  guil<V: 
For  fo  misfeigai8£  her  true  Kniaht  to  Idq: \ 
YeUs&civo^W  raoreperpli?xity,  ,      :; 

Left  in  the  hand  of  th^t  fmte  Faynim  bpldf  ;  * 
ftem  whotp  hf t:  boocech  not  at  all  to  By^v 
"Who,  by  her  ckanly  garment  catchipg  bdidf 

j^  froip  hier  Palfrey  pluckt,  her  vifage  to.  b«hQld« 

But  her  fierce  fervant*  full  ojf  Wogly  a^  .:,':.,- 
And  high  difdain,  whenas  his.lo^eraifie  D^     . 
So  rudely  h^dled  by  that  foe  he  l^Wt    f-., ',    . 
With  gapjng  jaw^s  iqll  greedy  at  him  ca^  i  . 
And  raiMing  on  bi$  IhicTdT  fli^  ,V«en  ^hc.faiwe  ^ 
Have  reft  awaj  ly^h  )w  Ih^p  rmding  iciaifs; 
But  h^  was'i):o\9t>  and  ^u(|.fli4.i^i^  m^Qie  ,.  _ 
His  cou^f^c  morS)  that  from  his  griping' paiw 

He  hath  his  ihi^ld  re^m'd*  aafl  ip^  hi^  fi$^rd  he  dr^wa« 

O  then  too  weak' and  feehlf  wa^.^hefotce      ;    ,   < 
Of  fafvagi;  b^ft»  his  pMiflTaifbgO' ^>  withft^d;  :  :; 
Ffir  hf  W5|s  iilfpngt  apd  of  fo  ?i»ghty  coiist    .; 
As  ever  wielded  Ipearin-warli  (i^C  hanf])k       .  '  •' 
And  feats  of  arips  d|d  wif^y  .yfidei^and-      -  * 
Eftfoons  he  pierced  tbrouigh  h)sch^«ii9^.ch|ft. 
With  thrilling. poi^c  of  deadly  v^n  fajraodft 
Al^d  launct  hi^  lordly  he^rt :  with  dei^th  oppppfti^ 

He  roar*d  ^loyd,  whiles  life  foripolj;  hl^ftu\:^<i.breft« 

1 XLIII. 

Who  now  is  left  t^  ^e«)  the  forlorn  n>9;d'    * 
From  rimf^fpoi^of  Wlefsvs^^  .  .  '  /. 

Her  IJM^fi^  gu»r<i  rempvVl,  ^fi  l^^  .^f^^  j 
Her  felf  %,  y^Med  pfcy  to  fave  or  fpiU*       -  u 
He  now  Leifd:  ^f  .iN  6^14^  hv  ipride  to  fiHn    . 
With  fouA  w prpqhfSi  w4  d^fiAMrt  fc>i8fr^  .  ' 

Her  vildljf  e^xtmh  and  (wi«  Of  flW> 
IBlWWkJhv  Wr3»y  Mppn  Wj^owferli^t: 
Her  pr^i^ms  dQUghl  pnsY^ll  i  h^.niQt  4%iqsr4  «f  n%|t; 
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XLIV. 

And  all  the  inqr,  with  great  lamcnting^ptk^ 
Aod  pkidos  plaints  fbe  fillcth  bis  doli  ears,        t 
That  ftony  heart  could  xrxoi  haye  in  twain ; ' 
And  all  the  way  (he  weta  wHh  floMniig:  tbofs  z    - 
But  he  enrag'd  with  lanodr^  i)ochir%  hear&  ) . 
Her  iervile  beaft  yeCi^mild  not  leave  her  fo^> ' 
But  fellows  her  far  off^  ne  ought,  lie  firars 
To  be  partaker  of  h)?r  wandring  woe  4  <{      :     .  i 

More  mild  in  beaftij  ^od/  ^^^^  thk.her (spaftly  foe./ 


I      I        i|     I  I         I  ■>■■»!-  I       ^*— ^^^i^" 


CANTO    lY.. 


'  Guides  the  faithful  Knight:  .'  '      ^ 
Wbert^  hrcihers  death  to  wreqk^  Sans^joy  .^ 
Ikth  chdenge  him  to  fiiht- .  . 


•     I 


I. 

'Y^  Oung  Knight»  whatever  that  ddfl  aroot  prole6» 
^    Aod  thcougih  long  labours  hunteft  after  iame^ 
Beware  of  fraud,  beware  of  ficklene& 
In  choice,  and  change  of  thy  dear  loved  Damey 
Left  thou  of  her  believe  .too  lightly  blaiiie»  . 
And  raih  mifweeniog  do  thy  heart  remove : 
For  unto  Knijgbt  thece  is.  no  greater  ihame^    . 
Than  lightoefs  and  tncQoftancy  in  love; 

That  doth  this.  Redcrtfi  Ejughts  enfample  plainly  pro9i6. 

31. 

Who  after  that  Jfc  had  fair  Una  lorae,  ^  :  • .   -j 

Thrott^  Ught  mifd«emir^  of  her  loyalty^  ' 

And  fsdfe  Di^  iti  her  ftead  had  borne>  '  *^ 

Called  iUi^%  and  fo  fuf^s'd  to  be^ 
Lmg  with  her  trawU^d,  till  at  laft^hey 'fee 
A  goodly  buildings  bravely  garml|ifed«    ' 
The  houfe  of  mighty  Prince  ;it  fcem'd  to  be  2     * 
And  MMraidli  n  a  broad  high  way  th^t  kd;    * 

All  bareihlM^  peopUs  fedc,  which (hich»r  traitfied.' 
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III. 

Great  troops,  of  ptople  trarelld  thitherward 
Both  day  and  nighty  of  each  degree  and  place  i 
But  few  returned)  having  Tcaped  hard,. 
With  baleful  beggery^  <x  foul  difgrace. 
Which  ever  after  in  moft  wretched  crfe. 
Like  loathfome  lazars^  by  the  hedges  lay. 
Thither  Dueffa  bade  him  bend  iiis  pace  : 
For  (he  is  v^ary  of  the  toilibme  way^ 

And  alfo  nigh. consumed  h  the  lingring  day. 

IV. 

A  ihttcly  palace  biiilt  of  fquared  brick. 
Which  cunningly  w9s  without  morter  laid, 
Whofe  walls  were  high,  but  nothing  ftrong,  nor  thick* 
And  golden  foil  all  over  them  difpjaid. 
That  pureft  ikie  with  brigbtnefs  they  difmaid : 
High  lifted  up  were  many  lofty  towres. 
And 'goodly  galleries  far  overJaid, 
Full  of  fair  windows  and  delightful  bowres  ; 

And  on  the  top  a  dyal  told  the  timely  howres« 

V. 

Jt  was  a  goodly  heap  for  to  behoM, 

And  fpake  the  praifes  of  the  workmans  wit^ 
But  full  great  pity,  that  fb  fair  sl  mold 
Pid  on  foweak  foundation  ever  fit : 
For  on  a  fandy  hill)  that  ftill  did  flit. 
And  fall  away,  it  mounted  was  fiill  high, 
That  every  breath  of  heaven  ihaked  it : 
And  all  the  hinder  pares,  that  few  could  fpy, 

Wxre  ruinoiis  and  old,  but  painted  cunningly* 

VI. 

Arrived  there,  they  pa(ftd  in  forth-ri^t ; 
For  ilill,  CQ  all,  the  gates  ftood.open  wjde  i 
Tet  charge  pt  them  was  to  a  Partner  hight 

Caird  Malv^HUj  who  entrance;  Qpne  demd^. 

Thence  to  the.  hftlU  which  was  on  ev'ryjfide 
With  rich  ^nt^y  and  coftly .  afras  dight  i  ^ . 
Infii^e  forts  pf  people  did  abide  .  1  . .. 

There  waking  Iqng^  to  win  .the  w'tJhoi  %fa^ : . 

Of  bw>  thjM;  was  th^  ta^y  qf .  (hit  Jps^ce  Ms^U 


CintoIVVTHlE  FAIRY  QUEEJN.  si 

VII. 

B]r  them  diey  pa&,  all  gazing  on  them  round. 
And  to  the  pcefenoe  motint  \  whofe  glorious  view 
Their  frail  amaKd  fenfes  did  confound  : 
In  living  Pcincet  court  none  ever  knew 
Such  endlefs  riches,  and  fo  fomptuous  ihew ; 
N^  Per/id  felf,  the  nurfe  of  ponnpous  pride. 
Like  ever  faw.    And  there  a  noble  crew 
Of  Lords  and  Ladies  flood  on  ev'ry  fide. 

Which  with  their  prefence  fair,  the  place  much  beaudfide. 

VIII. 

High  above  all,  a  cloth  of  ftate  was  fpred^ 
And  a  rich  throne,  as  bright  as  funny  day  ; 
On  which  there  fate  moft  brave  embdhflied 
With  royal  robes,  and  gorgeous  array, 
A  maiden  C^ieen,  that  ihone  m  Titans  ray. 
In  gliftrilig  goldt  'tnd  peerjefs  pretious  ftone  ; 
Yet  her  bright  blazing  beauty  did  afiay 

To  dim  the  bf ighthefs  of  her  glorious  throne. 

As  envying  herfelf,  that  too  exceeding  ihone; 

Exceeding  Qi^ne,  hlud  Piiehshitett  child. 
That  did  prdi«ne  ht$  fathers  firy  wain. 
And  flaming  niouths  of  iteeds  unwont«l  wild, 
Throu^  higheft  heav'n  with  weaker  hand  to  rein : 
Proud  of  fuch  olory  and  advancement  vain. 
While  flaihing  beams  do  daze  his  feeble  eyen. 
He  leaves  the  welkin  way  OH^.  beaten  plain. 
And  rapt  with  whirling  whee^,  enflames  the  skyen. 

With  fire  not  ipa<le  to  burnt  but  fairly  ^r  to  fhine. 

5o  proud  fhe  flilned  In  her  printely  ft4te, 
liooking  to  befiven  -,  for  eanth  (he  did  difdaio^^ 
And  fitting  bigb ;  for  low)y  Ihe  did  hate  i 
Lo  xufi&raiftm  h^  fccvoful  feet,  was  lain  . 
A  drndful  Dragpn  with  ao  .hideous  train : 
And  in  bar  band  Ihe  held  a.  nurrour  bright»  •  . 
Wherein  her  face  flie  often  viewed  fain. 
And  in  her  felf-lov'd  fepibianfe  took  ^delight  <|  • 

f  OT'lbe  was  wondrova  fairi  as  aay  living  wigtic. 
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XI. 

Of  grieOy  FiOo  (he  tht  daughter  w^sir  '.   ;i 

And  fad  Proferpim  the  Queen  of  ke{I;  . .     r 
Yet  did  fhe  think  her  p^erleis  wcsirck  to  pafs 
That  parentage,  -with,  pride  fo  did  fliie  fwcll :     . 
And  thundring  Jwe;  ibat  high  in  ^heaven  doih  dweH 
And  wield  the  world,  flie  claimed  fix  her  Si^e,  - 
Or  if  that  any  elfe  did  Jove  excell :  '  • .  J 

For  to  the  higheft  ihe  did  ftili  afpire» 

Oi  if  ought  higher  were  than  that,  d|d  k  defife»     ^  ^ 

XIL 

And  ^roudi Luaf era  men  did  her  call,    •     '  •  : ; 

1  ha(  made  herfelf  a  Queen,  and  Grt>W4^*d  fo-bt:. 
Yet  i%htful  kingdom  (he  had  nofie  at  all^ ' 
Ne  heritage  of  native  foverainty,  - 
But  did  ufurp  with. wrong  and  t^ranoy  >     -    r-  J 
Upon  the  foepter  which  (he  now  did  hotd : 
Ne  rul'd  her  realme  with  la^g  but  policy,  •    ^ 
And  ftrong  advizement  of  fix  wizards  otd^ 

That  with  their  counfels  bad,  her  kkigdoiadki  UpStold* 

xni.  ^ 

Soon  as  the  El6n  Knight  m  prefenee  caiM^ 
And  falfe'Dii^^&eming  Lady  ftir,    ^^       *      < 
A  gentle  Huiher,  Vamty^  by  name^ 
Made  roomi  and  paflSigiS  for  them  did  f>ire^re : 
So  goodly  brought  €hem  to  tho  fcyv^ft  ftair 
Of  her  high  throne;  where  they  eii  humble  knee 
Making  obey fance,  did  the  caufc  declare. 
Why  ihey  #ere  come  her  royal  ftate  to  fee. 

To  prow  ^  wide'  repbrt  of  her  great  rtiajefty. 

With  lofty  eyes,  half  loth  to  fook  fo  l«w,  {  ' 

Shet  shanked  them  in  htx  difdainftbS  Wiie>^     *  '  '  \l 
Ne  other  grace  vouchfafed  them  tenlbav 
Oi  Prin^efe  worthy ;  foarce  them  bi^'  2i4fi^. 
Her  I^nds  and  Ladies  all  this  yh^  devife 
Theml^lvea  to  fetieh  forth  to  ftkfahgers  fi^t? 
Some  frounce  tiieir  curled  h&lr  in  eeiurely  guifcv '    ^ 
Some  pranck  theh*  -  rttfi^»  and  tithenl  trimlv  di^t 

Their  g^  attice}  tedi o^fs  greater  pride  ooeaipiisht; 
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Goodly  they  al)  A%t  Knight  do  emert^in^ 
Right  glad  wiiih  hw  to  bayt  iocreaft  f h^ir  crew : 
But  to  Due/s"  e^ich  of^  hitQ^elf  dad  pain 
All  kindnds  apd  f^r<  cQuncfie  tp  (hew  i 
For  in  that  court  wbylome  her  well  they  knew  : 
Yet  the  ftom  Faky  'mongft  the  middeft  croud. 
Thought  all  their  glory  vain  in  knightly  view. 
And  thatfifeatPrincefs  too  exQ«rding  proud. 

That  to  (traj9g9  Ki»ight  no  betifff  eaumonance  aUowU 

XYI. 

Suddain  up-rifedi  from  her  ftat^ly  place  . 
The  Royal' QacBCj  and  fof  her  coach  dotli.caU : 
All  hurtlen  foiths  and  (be  with  pnncely  pace. 
As  fair  yimW0  in  her  purple  palU 
Out  of  the  eaft  the  dawning  QAy  ddth  ealL) 
So  forth  Ihe  com^s:  her  brigbtt)e&  br6addodi  blaze: 
The  heaps  pf  peopU^  throngM^  in  the  ball. 
Do  ride  each  other  upon  h(^r  to  gaze : 

Her  glorious  glic^criiQd  light  dqth  all  mens  emamaze* 

XVII. 

So  forth  (he  com«St  and  t»  Her  coach  does  cltml^ 
Adorned  all  witl^  gqld  and  gidonds  gay. 
That  fccm'4  ap  fewb  as.  Fhta  in  her  prime,  '. 
And  drove  %o  CMteh,  in  «Oyal  rich  array. 
Great  Jums  golden  chair^ .  the  wjiich  they  {ay  -  / 
The  Qods  ftafid  filing  on,  whm  (he  does  ridd. 
To  Jcve's  high  hpule  throu^  hfcSAfens  brafs-pav«d  way 
Drawn  of  rair.lWocks,  that  eificell  in  pride. 

And  full  €if^giu  eyes  their  taUs  dil&re^den  wide. 

XVUL 

|lut  this  was  dr^^n  of  fix  unequal  beafts. 

On  which  bcf  fix  fage  CoonfeUors  did  ride,  ^  * 
Taught  to  Qbcy  thfiir  beaftial  beheafts, 
Wi^h  like  CQndrtions.  to  thctr  kinds  applide : 
Of  whj^fe  the  fif ft  that  all  the  reft  did  guide. 
Was  fluggilh  iE4liBfns& ;  the  ouvib  of  fm ; 
Upon  a  ftothful  AfSc  he  ckofe  to:  ride^ 
Arraicl  in  habit  bbu:k»  and  amis,  thin^ 

Iik»  9Bt  ^  holy  MfMnk^  the  ftrvior  t»  kegm^   . 
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xrx. 

And  in  his  hand  his  portefs  ftilJ  Be  bare, 

That  much  was  worn,  but  theitin  little  i^ad : 
For,  of  devotion  he  had  Utile  care. 
Still  drown*d  in  deep,  and  mojfl:  of  his  days  dead ; 
Scarce  could  he  once  uphold  his  heaVy  hefed. 
To  looken  whether  it  were  nigbt  or  ^y.  • 
May  feem  the  waine  was  very  evil  led,  '    ' 

When  fuch  an  one  had  guiding  of  .the  way. 

That  knew  not,  whether  right  he  went,. or  elfeaftray. 

XX. 

From  worldly  cares  himfelf  he  did  efloin. 
And  greatly  (honned  manly  exerciie ! 
For  every  work  he  chalenged  eflbine. 
For  contemplation  fake :  yet  otherwife. 
His  life  he  led  in  lawlefs  riotift  ;  ' 

By  'which  he  grew  to  grievous  malady ; 
For  in  his  luftlefs  limbs  through  evil  guife 
A  ihaking  fever  reign'd  continuall]^ ': 

Such  oTie  was /i//^f/},  6fft  of  this  company^ 

XXI. 

And  Tttf  his  fide  rode  loath(bmc^/ir//*wj. 
Deformed  creature,  on  a  filthy  fwine. 
His  belly  was  up-blown  with  luxury,       ^ 
And  eke  with  fatnifs  fwollen  were  his  eyne:  • 
And  like  a  Crane  his  neck  was  Ibiig  and  fine. 
With  which  he  fwatlow'd  up  eSECefflve  feaft, 
'For  want  whereof  poor  people' bft  did  pine; 
And  all  the  way  mod  like  a  brutifli  beaft. 

He  fpewed  up  his  gorge,  that  ail  did  him  deteafl;. 

XXII. 

In  green  vine- leaves  he  was  right 'fitly  clad ;         *  -  V- 
For  other  clothes  he  could  not- wear  for  heat,    * 
And  on  his  head  an  ivy  girlond  had. 
From  under  whlcfai  faft  trickled  down  the  fweat :' 
Still  as  he  rode,  he  fomewhat  (till  did  eat» 
And  in  hi9  hand  did  bear  a  bouzing  can ; 
Of  which  he  fupc  fo  oft,  that  on  hi»  fisac  * 

His  drunken  corfe  he  fcarce  u^holden  can ; 

In  fliape  ani^  Isfoy  more  like  a  monfttt^han  a  min. 
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xxm. 

Unfit  he  was  for  any  worldly  things 
And  eke  unable  once  to  llir  or  go. 
Not  meet  to  be  of  counfel  to  a  King, 
Whofe  ^ind  in  meat  ^nd  drink  was  drowned  fi>, 
That  from  his  friend  he  feldom  knew  bis  foe : 
Full  of  difcafes  was  his  carcais  blue. 
And  a  dry  dmpfie  through  his  fle(h  did  flow  ^ 
Which  by  mifdiet  daily  greater  grew  i 

Such  one  was  GluitWf^  the  (econd  of  that  crew. 

XXIV. 

And  next  to, him  rode  luftful  Lechery^ 

Upon  a  bearded  Goat,  whofe  rugged  hair 

And  whally  eyes  (the  fign  of  jealoufie) 

Was  like  the  perfon  feU,  whom  he  did  bear : 

Who  rough,  and  black,  and  filthy  did  appear,     ' 

Unfeemly  man  to  pleafe  fair  Ladies  eye ; 

Yet  he,  of  Ladies  oft  was  lovipd  dear. 

When  fairer  faces  were  bid  ftanden  by  :  .  . 

O  !  who  does  know  the  bent  of  wom^ns  fantafy. 

XXV. 

In  a  green  gown  he  clothed  was  full  fair. 
Which  underneath  did  hide  his  filthineis ; 
And  in  his  hand  a  burning  heart  he  bare. 
Full  of  vain  follies,  and  new-fangleoefs : 
For,  he  Was  falfe,  and  fraught  with  ficklenefs. 
And  learned  had  to  love  with  fecret  looks. 
And  well  could  dance  apd  fing  with  ruefulne&. 
And  fortunes  tell,  and  read  in  loving  books,  . 

And  thoufand  others  ways,  to  bait  hi^  fleilily  hopks. 

XXVL 

Inconftant  man,  that  loved  all  he  faw. 
And  lufled  after  all  diat  he  did  love, 
Ne  would  \m\oQkK  Ufe  be  ty'd  to  law. 
But  joy'd  weak  womens  hearts  to  tempt  and  prove 
If  from  their  loyal  loves  he  might  them  movjei:  I 
'Wliich  lewdnfffi^  fiird  him  with  reproachful  paia/. 
Of  that  foMX  evil^  which  all  men  reprove  *, 
That  rots  the  marrow,  and  confumes  the  brain:: ::. 

Sitjch  one  yras  Z^lvrjr.tbe  third  of  all  ^is  train.   ,;    •. 
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And  greedy  Avarice  by  him  did  ride. 
Upon  a  Camel  l<iftdeA  all  with  gold  ; 
Two  iron  cofiers  himg  on  either  (idtf. 
With  precious  metal,  full  as  they  niighthbld/ 
And  iii  his  lap  an  heap  of  coin  he  told  \ 
For  of  his  wicked  |5elf  hi&  God  he  made, 
And  unto  hell  himfeM*  for  money  foldt 
Accurfed  ufury  was  all  his  trade, 

Artd  right  and  w/dng  ylike  in  equal  ballaflce  weighed. 

XXVIIL 

His  life  was  nigh  unto  death's  door  ypfact,       •    '     "  • 
And  thred-bare  coat^  and  cobled  moes  he  ware, 
Nc  fcarce  good  irr6rfel  all  his  life  did  uft,     '  - 
But  both  from  back  and  belly  ftill  did  fpare, 
To  fill  his  bags,  aMd  riches  to  toMpare  ; 
Yet  child  ne  kinfittan  living  had  H^^  tibnt 
To  leave  them  to  j  but  thorough  dail^  care 
To  get,  and  nightly  fear  to  lofe  his  own. 

He  led  ^  wretched  life  unto  himfdf  unknown*    •  - 

XXIX. 

Moft  wretched  wight,  whom  rtothing  might  faffl*^      - 
Whofe  greedy  luft  did  lack  in  greateft  ftore, 
Whofe  need  had  end,  but  no  ^rfd  covetife, 
Whofe  wealth  was  want,  whofe  plenty  madi  hJtri'poor^ 
Who  had  enough,  yet  wifhed  ever  more  j 
A  vile  dtfeafe,  and  eke  in  foot  &ild  hand 
A  gnvtous  gout  tormented  Mm  fcll  fore, 
TJiat  ^cll  he  could  not  touch,  nor  go,  nor  ftand  • 

Suck  blie  was  yivarke^  the  fourth  of  this  fair  barKl. 

XXX, 

And  next  to  him-malicioiUs  Emrf  Mdi^^    ' 
Upon  a  ravenous  Wolf,  and  ftill  did  chaw    •- 
Between  his  cankred  t^eth  a  Venemdu«  tode, 
T*aft:  all  the  piOiTon  ran  about  his  jaW  j 
Bui  lA#ardly  he  'chawed  hi)}  tN^ti  iKaW^ 
A«  tviighbb'urs  wealth,  that  th^de  bit»i€Vef  fiki% 
For  death' it  Wis,  wheil  any  good  he  Aw^ 
Afid^  >»^pt,  th^t  eiaiufe  of  WeepiA^^bM  h^'hid  i 

But  when  he  hcatd  ^  b^rn,  lie  Weted  ^ndiroyat^ ' 
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XXXL 

All  in  a  kirdc  of  difedourM  Say 
He  clothed  was,  ypainted  full  of  eyes ; 
And  in  his  bolbm  fccrctly  there  toy  '         ^ 

An  hateful  Snake,  the  which  his  tail  up-ties 
In  many  folds^  and  mortal  lling^  implies. 
Seal!  as  he  rode,  he  gna(ht  his  teeth,  to  fee 
Thofe  heaps  of  gold  with  griple  covcdfe. 
And  grudged  at  the  great  felicity 

Of  proud  LucifarOj  and  his  own  company, 

XXXH.  .  . 

Ht  hated  all  good  works  and  verraous  deeds^  ' 

And  him  no  lefs^  that  any  like  did  ufe : 
And  who  with  gracious  bread  the  hungry  feeds. 
His  alms  for  want  of  faith  he  doth  accufe  i 
So  every  good  to  bad  he  doth  abufe ; 
And  eke  the  vcrfc  of  famous  Poets  wit 
He  does  backbite,  and  fpiteful  poifbn  fpues 
From  leprous  mouth  on  all  that  ever  writ :  .    * 

Such  one  yile  Etny  was,  that  fifth  in  row  did  lit. 

xxxin. 

And  him  befidc  rides  fierce  revenging  Wratb^ 
Upon  a  L.yon,  loth  for  to  be  led  ^ 
And  in  his  hand  a  burning  brand  he  hath. 
The  which  he  brandiflieth  about  his  head ; 
His  eyes  did  hurl  forth  fparkles  £ry  red. 
And  flared  ftem  on  all  diat  him  beheld. 
As  afhes  pale  of  hew,  and  fiieming  dead ; 
And  on  his  da^^  ftill  bis  hand  he  held, 

Tremblii^  through  faafty  ra^.  When  chokr  in  hini  fweld« 

His  rufiin  raiment  ail  wa^  ftain'd  with  blood 
Which  he  had  fplft,  and  all  to  rags  yrent| 
Through  unadviied  ra&nefi  woten  wood  ^ 
For  of  his  hands  he  had  no  go^etnitierit^    '  , 
Nc  car'd  for  blOod  in  his^  avengement:         .        ,  - 
But  wheprdie  fbrlous  fit  T^a^  o^eNpafl;^^  / 

His  cruelfaftihc  oftfen  i*ould  tt^tiit'i  \ 
Ytt  wUfulI  man  he  nearer  wbtlld  fbtt^afly  ' 

How  manymilchiefs  Ihould'cnfuehis  heedlefs  halt; 
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XXXV. 

Full  many  mifchiefs  follow  cruel  JVratb^ 
Abhorred  bioodfhed^  and  tumultuous  ftrife,  > 
Unmanly  murder,  and  unthrifty  fcathv 
Bitter  defpight,  with  rancours  rufty  knife : 
And  fretting  grief  the  enemy  of  life : 
All  chefe,  and  many  evils  more  haunt  ire. 
The  fwelling  fpleen,  and  phrenzy  raging  rifc^ 
The  Ihaking  pal  fey,  and  Saint  Francis  fire : 

Such  one  was  IVrath^  the  laft  of  this  ungodly  tire« 

XXXVL 

And  after  all  upon  the  wagon  beam  i  ^ 

Rode  Satan^  with  a  fmarting  whip  in  hand. 
With  which  he  forward  lafht  the  lazie  team^ 
So  oft  as  Sktb  ftill  in  the  mire  did  ftand. 
Huge  routs  of  people  did  about  them  bapd. 
Shouting  for  joy>  and  flill  before  their  way 
A  foggy  mift  had  covered  all  the  land  \ 
And  underneath  their  feet,  all  fcattred  lay 

Dead  fculls  and  bones  of  men,  whofe  life  had  gone  a(lray«, 

XXXVIL 

So  forth  they  marchen  in  this  goodly  fort. 
To  take  the  folace  of  the  open  air. 
And  in  frefh  flowing  fi^elds  (hem  (elves  to  fport  i 
Emongft  the  reft  rode  that  falfe  Lady  fair» 
The  foul  Duejfa^  next  unto  the  chair 
Of  proud  Lucifra^  as  one  of  the  train : 
But  that  good  Knight  would  not  fo  nigh  repair^  ,; 
Himfeif  eflranging  from  their  joyance  vain. 

Whole  fellowlhip  feem'd  far  unfit  for  warlike  fwaii}# 

XXXVIII. 

So  having  folaced  themfelves  a  fpace» 

With  pleafance  of  the  breathing  iields  y&dt 
They  back  returned  to  the  priociely  place  \ 
Whereas  an  errant  Knight  in  arms  ycled,    • 
And  heath'nilh  Ihield,  wherein  wita  Jjtt/crs  red 
Was  writ  Sans-jcyy  they  iiew  arrived  find : 
Enfl[am*d  with  fury  ancl  ficrcp  hafdy-Kcad^ 
Hefeem*d  in  he?rt;t9.  |L>rbour' thoughts  unkind. 

And  nourilh  bloody  vengdance  in  his  bluer  mind* 
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XXXIX. 

Who  when  the  fhamed  fliield  of  flain  Sans-foy 

He  ipide  with  that  fame  fairy  champion's  page^ 

Bewraying  him  that  did  of  late  deftroy 

His  eldeft  brother^' burning  all  with  rage 

He  to  him  leapt,  and  that  fame  envious  gage 

Of  Vidor*s  glory  from  him  fnatcht  away  : 

But  th*  Elfin  Knight,  which  ought  that  warlike  wage, 

Diidain'd  to  lofc  the  niecd  he  won  in  fray, 
And  him  rencountring  fierce,   reskew'd  the  noble  prey. 

XL, 
Therewith  they  *gan  to  hurtlen  greedily, 

Redoubted  bacde  ready  to  darrain. 

And  clafii  their  fhields,  and  ihake  their  fwords  on  high. 

That  with  their  ftur  they  troubled  all  the  train ; 

Till  that  great  Queen  upon  eternal  pain 

Of  high  difpleafure,  that  enfewen  might. 

Commanded  them  their  fury  to  refrain. 

And  if  that  either  to  that  (hield  had  right, 
la  equal  lifts  they  Ihould  the  morrow  next  it  fight. 

XLI. 
Ah  deareft  Danse  (quoth  then  the  Paynim  bold) 

Pardon  the  error  of  enraged  wight. 

Whom  great  grief  made  forget  the  reins  to  hold 

Of  reafon's  rule,  to  fee  this  recreant  Knight  •, 

No  Knight  but  treachour  full  of  falfe  defpight 

And  ihameful  treafon,  who  through  guile  hath  flain 

The  proweft  Knight  that  ever  field  did  fight, 

Even  ftout  Sans-foy  (O !  who  can  then  refrain  ?) 
Whole  fhield  he  bears  renverft,  the  more  to  heap  difdain. 

XLIL 
And  to  augment  the  glory  of  his  guile. 

His  deareft  love  the  fair  Fidejfa  loe 

Is  thert  poflefled  of  the  traitour  vile. 

Who  rejqis  the  harveft  fowen  by  his  foe, 

Sowen  in  bloody  field,  and  bought  with  woe  : 

That  brother's  hand  ihall  dearly  well  requight. 

So  be,  O  Queen,  you  equal  favour  fhow.  . 

Him  little  anfwered  th'  angry  Elfin  Knight  %  J 

He  never  meant  with  words,  but  fwords,  to  plead  his  rig^«  ,r 

Voj..  I.  •  E 
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XLIII. 

Bat  threw  his  gauntlet,  as  a  facred  pledge 
His  caufe  in  combat  the  next  day  to  try : 
So  been  they  parted  both,  with  hearts  on  edge. 
To  be  avenged  each  on  his  enemy.  * 
Thit  night  they  paft  in  joy  and  jollity, 
Feafiing  and  courting  both  in  bowre  and  hail ; 
For  fteward  was  cxceflive  Gluttonj^ 
That  of  his  plenty  poured  forth  to  all ; 

Whichdoen,  the  chamberlain  Shtb^A  unto  reft  them  call 

XLIV. 

Now  whenas  darkTome  night  had  all  diiplaid 
Her  coal-black  curtain  over  brighteft  fky. 
The  warlike  youths  on  dainty  couches  laid. 
Did  chace  away  fweet  fleep  from  fluggifli  eye,    ' 
To  mufe  on  means  of  hoped  vidory. 
But  whenas  Morpheus  had  with  leaden  mace" 
Arrefted  all  that  courtly  company, 
Up-rofe  Duejfa  from  her  refting  place. 

And  to  the  Paynims  lodging  comes  with  (ilent  pace. 

XLV. 

Whom  broad  awake  fhe  finds  in  troublous  fit, 
Forecafting  how  his  foe  he  might  annoy. 
And  him  amoves  with  fpeeches  feeming  fit : 
Ah  dear  Sans-joj^  next  dcareft  to  Sans-foyj 
Caufe  of  my  new  grief,  caufe  of  my  new  joy  % 
Joyous,  to  fee  his  image  in  mine  eye, 
A^d  griev*d,  to  think  how  foe  did  him  defboy. 
That  was  the  flowre  of  grace  and  chevalry ; 

Ix),  his  Fide£dy  to  thy  fecret  faith  I  fly. 

XL  VI. 

With  gentle  words  he  'gan  her  fairly  greet. 
And  bade  fay  on  the  fecret  of  her  heart. 
Then  fighing  foft,  I  learn  that  little  fweet 
Oft  tempred  is  (quoth  (he)  with  muchell  fmart : 
For  fince  my  breaft  was  :launct  with  lovely  dart 
Of  dear  Sans-fcy^  I  never  joyed  howre. 
But  in  eternal  woes  my  weiaker  heart 
Have  wafted,  loving  him  with  all  my  powre, 

And  for  hb  Jake  have  felt  fuU  xnany  an  heavy  ftowrA^ 
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XLVII. 

At  laAy  when  perils  all  I  weened  paft,  z 

And  hop'd  to  reap  the  crop  of  all  my  cart*^ 
Into  new  woes  unweeting  I  was  caft» 
By  this  falfe  faytot,  who  unworthy  were 
His  worthy  (hield,  whom  he  with  guileful  fnard 
Entrapped  flew»  and  brought  to  ihameful  grave. 
Me  filly  maid  away  with  him  he  bare. 
And  ever  fince  hath  kept  in  darkfome  cave, 

iPor  that  I  Di^ouid  not  yield,  that  to  Sans-fm  I  gave« 

XLVlil. 

But  fince  fair  fun  hath  fperft  that  louring  cloud. 
And  to  my  loathed  life  now  fhews  fome  light. 
Under  your  beams  I  will  me  fafely  Ihroud, 
From  dreaded  ftorm  of  his  difdainful  fpight  2 
To  you  th'  inheritance  belongs  by  right 
Of  brothers  praife,  to  you  eke  longs  his  love. 
Let  not  his  love,  let  not  his  reftlefs  fpright 
Be  unreveng'd,  that  calls  to  you  above 

From  wandring^%F;jff  fhores,  where  it  doth  endleis  moYti 

XLIX. 

Thereto  faid  he,  fair  Dame  be  nought  difmaid 
For  forrows  paft ;  their  grief  is  with  them  gond : 
Ne  yet  of  prefent  peril  be  affraid ; 
For,  needlefs  fear  did  never  vantage  none : 
And  helplefs  hap  it  booteth  not  to  mone. 
Dead  is  Sans-fyjy  his  vital  pains  are  paft^ 
Though  grieved  ghoft  for  vengeance  deep  doth  gfone  2 
He  lives  that  ihall  him  pay  his  duties  laft. 

And  guilty  Elfin  blood  fhall  facrifice  in  hafte. 

L, 

O !  but  I  fear  the  fickle  freaks  (quoth  fhe) 
Of  fortune  falfe,  and  odds  of  arms  in  field. 
Why  Dame  (quoth  he)  what  odds  can  ever  be^ 
Where  both  do  fight  alike,  to  win,  or  yield  ? 
Yea,  but  (quoth  fiie)  he  bears  a  charmed  Ihield, 
And  eke  enchaunted  amis,  that  none  can  pierce, 
Ne  none  can  wound  the  man  that  does  them  wield« 
Charm'd  or  enchaunted  (anfwerd  he  then  fierce) 

X  no  whit  reck,  ne  you  the  like  need  to  rehearlc. 

E  a 
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LI. 

But  fair  2?i^  fithence  fomine*s  guile. 
Or  enemits  powre  hach  now  captived  you. 
Return  fixmi  whence  ye  came«  and  ren:  awhile 
mi  morrow  nexc^  that  I  the  Elf  fubdew, 
And  with  Sans-foyes  dead  dowry  you  endew. 
Ay  tne^  that  U  a  double  death  (fhe  faid) 
With  proud  foes  fight  my  forrow  to  renew  : 
Where  ever  yet  I  be,  my  fecret  ayd 

Shall  follow  you.    So  paffing  forth,  (he  him  obey'd. 


mm 


CANTO    V. 

^be  faithful  Knighi  in  equal  JleU 

Suidues  bis  faitblefs  foe  : 
Wbom,  fAlfe  Duefla  faves^  and  for 

His  cure  to  bell  does  go. 

I. 

TH  E  noble  heart,  that  harbours  virtuous  thought^ 
And  is  with  child  of  glorious  great  intent. 
Can  never  reft,  until  it  forth  have  brought 
Th*  eternal  brood  of  glory  excellent : 
Such  re^efs  paflTion  did  all  night  torment 
The  flaming  courage  of  that  Fairy  Knight, 
Devifing,  how  that  doughty  lurnament 
With  greateft  honour  he  atchieven  might  \ 
Still  did  be  wake,  and  ftill  did  watch  for  dawning  light. 

*4«  ...  •   - 

At  laft, .  the  golden  oriental  gate 

Of  greateft  heaven  *gan  to  open  fair. 

And  Pbabus  fre(h,  as  bridegroom  to  his  mate. 

Came  dauncing  forth,  fhaking  his  dewy  hair : 

•  And  hurld  his  gliftring  be^tms  through  gloomy  air. 

Which  when  the  wakeful  Elfe  perceiv'd,  ftraightway 

He  ftarted  up,  atid  did  himfelf  prepare. 

In  fun-bright  arms,  and  battailous  array : 

For  with  that  Pagan  proud  he  combat  will  that  day. 
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HI. 

And  forth  he  comes  into  the  common  hall^ 
Where  early  wait  him  many  a  gazing  eye» 
To  weet  what  end  to  ftranger  Knights  may  fall*    ' 
There  many  minftrels  maken  melody^ 
To  drive  away  the  dull  melancholy  ; 
And  many  bards,  that  to  the  trembling  chord 
Can  tune  their  timely  voices  cunningly. 
And  many  chroniclers,  that  can  record 

Old  loves,  and  wars  for  Ladies  doen  by  many  a  Lord. 

IV. 

Soon  after  comes  the  cruel  Sarazin, 
In  woven  mail  all  armed  warily. 
And  ftemlv  looks  at  him,  who  not  a  pin  * 
Does  care  tor  loo4c  of  living  creatures  eye. 
They  bring  them  wines  of  Greece  and  Araiy^ 
And  dainty  fpices  fetcht  from  furtheft  Bid^ 
To  lundle  heat  oi  courage  privily  : 
And  in  the  wine  a  folcmn  oath  they  bind 

T*ob(erve  the  facred  laws  of  arms  that  are  ailign'd. 

V. 

At  laft,  forth  comes  that  far  renowned  Queen,         ^ 
With  royal  pomp  and  princely  majefty  ^ 
She  is  yorought  unto  a  paled  green. 
And  placed  under  (lately  canopy, 
The  warlike  feats  of  both  thofe  Knights  to  fee. 
On  th'  other  fide,  in  all  mens  open  view 
Duejfa  placed  is,  and  on  a  tree 
SanS'-fiy  his  fhield  is  hang'd  with  bloody  hue  t 

Both  thofe  the  lawrel  girlonds  to  the  vidlor  due, 

yi. 

A  Ihrilling  trumpet  founded  from  on  high. 
And  unto  battle  bade  themfelves  adcFefs : 
Their  fluning  fhields  about  their  wrifts  they  tye,  , 
And  burning  blades  about  their  heads  do  blefs^ 
The  inftruments  of  wrath  and  heavineis : 
With  greedy  force  each  other  doth  aflail. 
And  fmke  fo  fiercely,  that  they  do  imprefs 
£)eep  dinted  furrows  in  the  battred  mail ; 

The  iron  walls  to  ward  their  blows  are  weak  and  ^i^ 
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VII. 

The  Sarazin  was  ftout,  and  wondrous  ftrong. 
And  heaped  blows  like  iron  hammers  great  2 
For  after  blood  and  vengeance  he  did  long. 
The  Knight  was  fierce  and  full  of  youthly  heat ; 
And  doubled  itrokes,  like  dreaded  thunders  threat : 
For  all  for  praife  and  honour  he  did  fight. 
Both  ftriken  ftrike,  and  beaten  both  do  beat. 
That  from  their  (hields  forth  flyeth  fiery  light. 
And  helmets  hewen  deep,  (hew  marks  of  eithers  migh|, 

VIII. 
So  th*  one  for  wrong,  the  other  ftrives  for  right  2 
As  when  a  Griffon^  feized  of  his  prey, 
A  Dragon  fierce  encountreth  in  his  flight. 
Through  wideit  ayr  making  his  idle  way. 
That  would  his  rightful  ravine  rend  away :     ' 
With  hideous  horror  both  together  fmite. 
And  fouce  fo  fore,  that  they  the  heavens  afiray : 
The  wife  footh-fjiyer,  feeing  fo  fad  fight, 
Th'  amazed  vulgar  tells  of  wars  and  mortal  fight. 

IX. 
So  th*  one  for  wrong,  the  other  ftrives  for  right. 
And  each  to  deadly  Ihame  would  drive  his  foe : 
The  cruel  fteel  fo  greedily  doth  bite 
In  tender  fleflb,  that  ftreams  of  blood  down  flow. 
With  which  the  arms,  that  carft  fo  bright  did  fliow. 
Into  a  pure  vermiKon  now  arc  dy'd : 
Great  ruth  in  all  th<2  gazers  hearts  tlid  grow. 
Seeing  the  gored  wounds  to  gape  fo  wide. 
That  viftory  they  dare  not  wifti  to  cither  fide. 

X 
At  laft,  the  Paynim  chanct  to  caft  his  eye. 
His  fuddain  eye,  flaming  with  wrathful  fire,  . 
Upon  his  brothers  Ihield,  which  hung  thereby : 
Therewith  redoubled  was  his  raging  ire, 
And  faid,,  ah  wretched  fon  of  woeful  fire,    • 
Dofl:  thon  fit  wayling  by  black  Stygian  lake, 
Whilft  here  thy  Ihield  is  hang'd  for  viftors  hire, 
And  fluggiih  German  dofl:  thy  forces  flake, 
5*0  aftcr-fcnd  his  foe^  that  him  may  overtake  ?     •       - 
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XL 

Go  caitive  Elf,  him  quickly  overtake^ 

And  fpOQ  redeem  from  his  long  wandring  woc« 
Go  guilty  ghoft,  to  him  my  mefTage  make, 
^  That  I  his  Ihield  have  quit  from  dying  foe« 
Therewith  upon  his  crefl:  he  ftrook  him  fo^ 
That  twice  he  reeled,  ready  twice  to  fall. 
End  of  the  doubtful  battle  deemed  tho 
The  lookers  on,  and  loud  to  him  'gan  call 

The  falfe  Duejfa^  thine  the  Ihield,  and  1,  and  all. 

XII. 

Soon  as  the  Fairy  heard  his  Lady  fpeak, 
Out  of  his  fwouning  dream  he  'gan  awake. 
And  quickping  faith,  that  eard  was  woxen  weak. 
The  creeping  deadly  cold  away  did  fhake : 
Tho  movM  with  wrath,  and  (hame,  and  Ladies  fake. 
Of  all  attonce  he  caft  aveng'd  to  be, 
And  with  fo*  exceeding  fury  at  him  ftrake. 
That  forced  him  to  (loop  upon  his  knee. 

Had  he  not  Hooped  fo,  he  fliould  have  cloven  be. 

XIIL 

And  to  him  faid,  go  now  proud  mifcreant. 
Thy  felf  thy  meflage  do  to  German  dearj . 
Alone  he  wandring  thee  too  long  doth  want  2 
Go,  fay  his  foe  thy  (hield  with  his  doth  bear. 
Therewith  his  heavy  hand  he  high  *gan  rear. 
Him  to  have  (lain  ;  when  lo,  a  darkfome  cloud 
Upon  him  fell :  he  no  where  doth  appear, 
But  yanifht  is.    The  Elf  him  calls  aloud. 

But  anfwer  none  receives :  the  darknefs  him  does  (hroud. 

XIV. 

In  hafte  Duejfa  from  her  place  arofc. 

And  to  him  running  faid,  O  proweft  Knight, 
That  ever  Lady  to  her  love  did  chofe. 
Let  now  abate  the  terror  of  your  might. 
And  quench  the  fiame  of  furious  defpight. 
And  bloody  vengeance  •,  L6,  th*  infernal  powres 
Covering  your  foe  with  cloud  of  deadly  night. 
Have. borne  him  hence  to  Plutos  baleful  bowres. 

The  conqucft  yours,  1  yours,  the  Ihield,  and  glory  yours. 
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XV. 

Not  all  fo  fatisfide,  with  greedy  eye 
He  fought,  all  round  about,  his  thirily  blade 
To  bathe  in  blood  of  faithlefs  enemy ; 
Who  all  that  while  lay  hid  in  fecret  (hade : 
He  ftands  amazed,  how  he  thence  fliould  fade. 
At  laft  the  trumpets,  triumph  found  on  high. 
And  running  Heralds  humble  homage  made. 
Greeting  him  goodly  with  new  viAory, 

And  to  hiin  brought  the  fhield,  the  caufe  of  enmity. 

XVI. 

Wherewith  he  goeth  to  that  foveraine  Queen  i  . 
And  falling  her  before  on  lowly  knee. 
To  her  makes  prefcnt  of  his  fcrvice  fcen  t 
Which  Ihe  accepts,  with  thanks,  and  goodly  gree^ 
Greatly  advancing  his  gay  chevalree ; 
So  marcheth  home,  and  by  her  takes  the  Knight^ 
Whom  all  the  people  follow  with  great  glee. 
Shouting,  and  clapping  all  their  hands  on  height. 

That  all  die  air  it  fills,  and  flyes  to  heaven  brimt. 

XVII. 

Home  is  he  brought,  and  laid  in  fumptuous  bed  i 
Where  many  flulful  leaches  him  4Jbide, 
To  falve  his  hurts,  that  vet  (till  frefhly  bled. 
In  wine  and  oyl  they  yiraih  his  woundes  wide. 
And  foftly  'gan  embalm  on  every  fide. 
And  all  the  while  moft  heavenly  melody 
About  the  bed  fweet  mufick  did  divide. 
Him  to  beguile  of  grief  and  agony : 

And  all  the  while  Duejfa  wept  full  bitterly. 

XVIII. 

As  when  a  weary  traveller  that  drays 
By  muddy  Ihore  of  broad  feven-mouthed  JV?&, 
Unweetiog  of  the  perillous  wandring  ways. 
Doth  meet  a  cruel  crafty  crocodile. 
Which  in  falfe  grief  hiding  his  harmful  guile. 
Doth  weep  full  fore,  and  fheddeth  tender  tears : 
The  fooliln  man,  that  pities  all  this  while 
His  mournful  plight,  is  fwallow'd  up  unwares, 

t^orgetful  of  his  own,  that  minds  anothera  cares* 
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XIX. 

So  wept  2)«^  until  even-tide. 

That  fliining  Iwnaps  in  Jaws  high  houfe  were  lights 
Then^-fefdwihe  rofe,  ne  longer  would  abide,* 
Buf  ^mes  unto  the  place,  where  th'  heathen  Knight 
In  flumbiing  fwoun  nigh  void  of  vital  fpright. 
Lay  covered  with  inchaunted  cloud  all  day : 
Whom  when  Ihe  found,  as  (he  him  left  in  plight. 
To  wail  hit  woeful  cafe  (he  would  not  ftay. 

But  to  the  eaflern  coaft  of  heaven  makes  fpeedy  way. 

XX. 

Where  griefly  Ntgbtj  with  viis^  deadly  fad. 
That  Pbabus  chearful  face  durit  never  view. 
And  in  a  foul  black  pitchy  mantle  clad. 
She  finds  forth  coming  from  her  darkfome  mew. 
Where  (he  all  day  did  hide  her  hated  hew. 
fieiwe  the  door  her  iron  charet  ftood. 
Already  hame(Kd  for  journey  new ; 
And  coalblack  fteeds  yborn  of  helli(h  brood. 

That  on  their  rufly  bits  did  champ,  as  they  were  wood«- 

XXI. 

Who  when  (he  faw  Dueffa  funny  bright, 
Adom'd  with  gold  and  jewels  (hining  clear. 
She  greatly  grew  amazed  at  the  fight. 
And  th'  unacquainted  light  began  to  fear : 
(For  never  did  fuch  brightnefs  there  appear) 
And  would  have  back  retired  to  her  cave. 
Until  the  Witches  fpeech  (he  'gan  to  hear. 
Saying,  Yet  oh  thou  dreaded  Dame,  I  crave 

Afaade,  till  I  have  told  the  meflaga  which  I  have# 

XXII. 

She  ftaid,  and  forth  Dueffk  'gan  proceed, 
O  thou  moft  ancient  Grandmother  of  all. 
More  old  than  Jwe^  whom  thou  at  firit  didft  bicedy 
Or  that  great  houfe  of  Gods  celeftial, 
Which  waft  begot  in  Ddmogargam  hall. 
And  faw^ft  the  fecrets  of  the  workl  unmade. 
Why  fufiiredft  thou  thy  Nephews  dear  to  fall 
Willi  Elfin  fword,  moft  (hamefuUy  betrsyd  ? 

Lo  where  che  ftout  Sms-jef  doth  Oeep  in  mD)(  Ihade. 
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XXIII; 

And  him  before,  I  faw  with  bitter  eyes 
The^bbld  Sans-foy  fhrink  underneath  his  ipears 
And  now  the  prey  of  fowls  in  field  he  lyes. 
Nor  waild  of  friends,  nor  laid  on  groaning  bier» 
That  whylome  was  to  noe  too  dearly  dean 
O !  what  of  Gods  then  boots  it  to  be  born. 
If  old  Jveugles  fons  fo  evil  hear  ? 
Or  who  (hall  not  great  Nigbtts  children  fcorn, 

Whei^  two  of  three  her  Nephews  are  fo  foul  forlorn  ? 

XXIV. 

Up  then,  up  dreary  Dame  of  darknefs  Queen, 
Go  gather  up  the  reliques  of  thy  race. 
Or  elfe  gp  them  avenge,  and  let  be  feen 
Tbat  dreaded  Night  in  brigtheft  day  hath  place. 
And  can  the  children  of  fair  Ugbt  deface. 
Her  feeling  fpeeches  fome  compaiTion  mov'd 
In  heart,  and  change  in  that  great  mothers  face : 
Yet  pity  in  her  heart  was  never  prov'd 

Tlli  then :  for  evermore  (he  hated,  never  Iqv'd, 

XXV. 

And  faid,  dear  Daughter  rightly  may  I  rue 
The  faU  of  famous  children  born  of  me. 
And  good  fuccefles,  which  their  foes  enfue; 
But  who  can  turn  the  itream  of  deftiny. 
Or  breiak  the  chain  of  ftrong  nece(rity. 
Which  faft  is  tide  to  Joves  eternal  feat  ? 
The  fons  of  Day  he  favoureth,  I  fee. 
And  by  my  ruins  thinks  to  make  them  great : 

To  make  one  great  by  others  lofs,  is  bad  eKcheat« 

XX  VL 

Yet  fhall  they  not  efcape  fo  freely  all  \ 
For  fome  fliall  pay  the  price  of  others  guilt : 
,  'And  he  the  man  that  made  Sfins-fy  to  fall. 
Shall  with  his  own  blood  price  that  he  hath  fpUt« 
But  what  art  thou,  that  tellit  of  Nephews  kilt  I 
\  that  do  feem  not  I,.  Huijfa  am 
(Quoth  (he)  how  ever  now  in  garments  g^lt^ 
And  g6rgeous  gold  arrayd  I  to  thee  came  -^ 

Oueffa  I,  .tbo  P»«ghcer  Qf  4cc);U  and  fl^aipe^  t 
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X3CVIL 

Then  bowing  down  her  aged  bade,  flie  kift 
The  wicked  Witch ;  faying,  in  that  fair  faoc. 
The  falle  refemblance  of  decrit,  I  wift. 
Did  clofely  lurk ;  yet  ib  tnie-feeming  grace 
It  carried,  that  I  fcarce  in  darkfome  place 
Could  it  difcem,  though  I  the  mother  be 
Of  falfhood,  and  root  of  Dueffiu  race.  ^ 

Q  welcome  child,  whom  I  have  jong*d  to  fee, 

Afld  now  have  feen  unwares.    Lo,  now  I  go  with  theeu 

XXVIII. 

Then  to  her  iron  wagon  (he  betakes. 
And  with  her  bears  the  foul  ill-favourM  Witch : 
Through  mirkfome  air  her  ready  way  fhe  makes. 
Her  twyfold  teme  (pf  which,  two  black  as  pitch. 
And  two  were  brown,  yet  each  to  each  unlich) 
Did  foftly  fwim  away,  ne  ever  ftamp, 
Unlels  flie  chaunct  their  ftubborn  mouths  to  twitch  ; 
Then  foaming  tarre,  their  bridles  they  would  champ 

And  trampling  the  fine  element,  would  fiercely  ramp, 

XXIX. 

So  weU  they  fped^  that  they  be  come  at  length 
Unto  the  place  whereas  the  Paynim  lay, 
Devoyd  of  outward  fenfe,  and  native  ftrength. 
Covered  with  charmed  cloud  from  view  of  day. 
And  fight  of  men,  fince  his  late  lucklefs  fray. 
His  cruel  wounds  with  cruddy  blood  congeal'd. 
They  binden  up  fo  wifely  as  they  may. 
And  handle  fottJy,  till  they  can  be  heai'd  : 

So  lay  him  in  her  charec,  clofe  in  night  conceal'd. 

XXX. 

And  all  the  while  (he  ftood  upon  the  ground. 
The  wakeful  ddgi  did  n^ver  eeafe  to  bay ; 
As  giving  warning  of  th*  unwonted  found. 
With  which  her  iron  wheels  did  them  affray. 
And  her  dark  griefly  look  them  mUch  difmay  i 
The  meflibnger  of  death,  the  ghaftly  Owl, 
With  dreary  fbrieks  did  alfo  her  bewray : 
And  hungry  Wolves  continually  did  howl. 

At  bcr  abhorred  face,  lb  filthy  and  f6  fevdr 
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XXXI. 

Thence  turning  back  in  filence  foft  they  ftole. 
And  brought  the  heavy  corfe  with  eafie  pace 
To  yawning  gulf  of  deep  Avemus  hole. 
By  that  fame  hole,  an  entrance,  dark  and  bace 
With  fmoak  and  fulphure  hiding  all  the  place, 
Defcends  to  hell :  there  creature  never  paft. 
That  back  returned  without  heavenly  grace ; 
But  dreadful  Furies^  which  their  chains  have  brafl^ 

And  damned  fprites  fent  forth  to  make  ill  men  aghaft. 

XXXII. 

By  that  fame  way  the  direful  Dames  do  drive 
Their  mournful  charet,  fill'd  with  rufty  blood. 
And  down  to  Plutos  houfe  are  come  bilive  : 
V/hich  paffing  through,  on  every  fide  them  ftood 
The  trembling  ghofts  with  fad  amazed  mood, 
Chattring  their  iron  teeth,  and  ftaring  wide 
With  ilony  eyes ;  and  all  the  hellifh  brood 
Of  fiends  infernal  flockt  on  every  fide. 

To  gaze  on  earthly  wight,  that  with  the  Night  durft  ride. 

XXXIII. 

They  pafs  the  bitter  waves  of  Acbermt^ 
Where  many  fouls  fit  wayling  woefiiUy ; 
And  come  to  fiery  fiood  of  PUegeion^ 
"Whereas  the  damned  ghofts  in  torments  fry. 
And  with  fharp  ihrilling  fhrieks  do  bootlels  cry, 
Curfing  high  Jave^  the  which  them  thither  fent^ 
The  houfe  ot  endlefs  pain  is  built  thereby. 
In  which  ten  thoufand  forts  of  punilhment 

The  curfed  creatures  do  eternally  torment. 

XXXIV. 

Before  the  threfliold,  dreadful  Orients 
His  three  deformed  heads  did  lay  along^ 
Curled  with  thoufand  Adders  venemous. 
And  lolled  forth  his  bloody  flaming  toog : 
At  them  he  *gan  to  rear  his  briftles  ftrong, 
Ancl  felly  gnarre,  until  days  enemy 
Did  him  appeafe ;  theq  down  his  tail  he  hoog^ 
And  fuffiucd  them  to  paflen  quietly : 

For  ihe  in  nqjkl  ad  heaven  had  power  equally. 
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XXXV. 

__  •  •  •  » 

There  was  ^tm  turned  on  a  wheel. 

For  daring  tempt  the  Queen  of  heaven  to  fin ; 
An4  Sify>bus  an  huge  round  ftone  did  reel 
Againft  an  hill,  ne  might  from  labour  lin  % 
There  thirfty  Tantalus  hung  by  the  chin  ; 
And  Tityus  red  a  vulture  on  his  maw ; 
Typhous  joints  were  ftretched  on  a  gin, 
Tbefeus  condemn^!  to  endlefs  flodi  by  law. 

And  fifty  Sifters  water  in  leak  veflels  draw. 

XXXVI. 

Tliey  all  beholding  worldly  wights  in  place. 
Leave  off  their  work,  unmindful  of  their  fmart^ 
To  gaze  on  them  \  who  forth  by  them  do  pace. 
Till  they  be  come  unto  the  furtheft  part : 
Where  was  a  cave  v wrought  by  wondrous  art. 
Deep,  dark,  uneane,  doleful,  cbmfordefsi 
In  which  fad  ^fculapius  far  apart 
Empriibnd  was  in  chains  remedilefs, 

For  that  IBppohftus  rent  corfe  he  did  redreJs. 

XXXVIL 

H^fafytns  a  jolly  huntfman  was, 

That  wont  in  charet  chace  the  foming  bore  ; 
He  all  his  peers  in  beauty  did  furpafs. 
But  Ladies  love,  as  lofs  of  time,  forbore  : 
His  wanton  ftepdame  loved  him  the  more. 
But  when  Ae  faw  her  offred  fweets  refufdy 
Her  love  (he  turnM  to  hate,  and  him  before 
His  father  fierce,  of  treafon  falfe  accuied. 

And  with  her  jealous  terms,  his  open  ears  abufd* 

XXXVIII. 

Who,  all  in  rage,  his  Sea-god  fyre  befbught 
Some  curied  vengeance  on  his  (on  to  caft  : 
From  furging  gulf  two  monfters  ftraight  were  brought. 
With  dread  whereof  his  chaceing  fteeds  aghaft. 
Both  charet  (wift  and  huntfman  overcail. 
His  goodly  corps  on  ragged  cliffs  yrent. 
Was  quite  difinembred,  and  his  members  chafl; 
Scattred  on  every  mountain,  as  he  went, 

That  of  Hippohftus  was  left  no  moniment. 
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XXXIX. 

His  cruel  (tepdame  lediig  what  was  done. 
Her  wickol  days  with  wretched  knife  did  cnd| 
In  death  avowing  th*  innocence  of  her  fon. 
Which  hearing,  his  raih  Sire  began  to  rend 
His  hair,  and  hally  tongue,  that  did  ofjfend : 
Tho  gathering  up  the  relicks  of  his  fmart 
By  Dions  means,  who  was  Hippolyts  friend. 
Them  brought  to  J^ctiapt^  that  by  his  art 

I^  heal  them  all  again,  and  joyned  ^very  part* 

XL- 
Such  wondrous  fcience  in  mans  wit  to  reign 
When  Jtrvt  aviz'd,  that  could  the  dead  r^vivci 
And  fates  expired  could  renew  again. 
Of  endleis  life  he  might  him  not  depriire. 
But  unto  hell  did  thruft  him  down  alive. 
With  flafhing  thunderbolt  ywounded  fore  : 
Where  long  remaining,  he  did  always  ftrive 
Himfelf  with  falves  to  health  for  to  reftore. 

And  flake  the  heavenly  fire  that  raged  evermore^ 

XLI. 

There  ancient  Night  arriving,  did  alight 

From  her  nigh  weary  wain,  and  in  her  arms 
To  Mfcidapius  brought  the  wounded  Knight  J 
Whom  having  foftly  difarraid  of  arms, 
Tho  'gan  to  him  difcover  all  his  harms, 
Befeeching  him  with  prayer,  and  with  praife. 
If  either  falves,  or  oyls,  or  herbs,  or  charms 
A  fordone  wight  from  door  of  death  mote  raife. 

He  would  at  her  requeft  prolong  her  Nephews  days/ 

XLII. 

Ah  Dame  (quoth  he)  thou  tcmpteft  me  in  vain. 
To  dare  the  thing  which  daily  yet  I  rue. 
And  the  old  caufe  of  my  continued  pain 
With  like  attempt  to  like  end  to  renue. 
Is  not  enough,  that  thrufl  from  heaven  due 
Here  endlefs  penance  for  one  fault  I  pay. 
But  that  redoubled  crime  with  vengeance  new 
Thou  biddcft  me  to  eke  ?  can  Night  defray 

The  wrath  of  thundring7^%;^>  thatrules  both  nightandday* 
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XLIIL 
Not  fo,  quoth  (he :  but  (ith  that  heavehd  King 
From  hope  of  heaven  hath  thee  excluded  quight. 
Why  fearcft  thou,  that  canft  not  hope  for  thing, 
And  feareft  not,  that  more  thee  hurten  might. 
Now  in  the  powre  of  everlailing  Nigbt  ? 
Go  to  then,  O  thou  far  renowned  ion 
Of  great  Apolh^  (hew  thy  famous  might 
In  medicine,  that  elfe  hath  to  thee  won 

Great  pains,  and  greater  praiie,  both  never  to  be  done. 

XLIV. 

Her  words  prevaild  :  and  then  the  learned  leach 
His  cunning  hand  *gan  to  his  wounds  to  lay. 
And  all  things  elfe,  the  which  his  art  did  teach : 
Which  having  fcen,  from  thence  arofe  away 
The  mother  of  dread  darknefs,  and  let  ftay 
Aoeugks  fon  there  in  the  leaches  cure, 
And  back  returning  took  her  wonted  way. 
To  run  her  timely  race,  whilft  Pbabus  pure 

In  wcllern  waves  his  weary  wagon  did  recure. 

XLV. 

The  falfe  Dueffhy  leaving  noyous  Nigbt^ 
Return'd  to  (lately  palace  of  Dame  pride  ; 
Where  when  Ihe  came,  (he  found  the  Fairy  I^night 
Departed  thence,  albe  his  woundes  wide, 
Not  throughly  heard,  unready  were  to  ridc^ 
Good  caufe  he  had  to  haften  thence  away ; 
For  on  a  day  his  wary  Dwarf  had  fpide. 
Where  in  a  dungeon  deep  huge  numbers  lay 

Of  caitive  wretched  thrals,  that  wailed  night  and  day« 

XLVI. 

A  rueful  fight,  as  could  be  (eein  with  eye ; 
Of  whom  he  learned  had  in  fecret  wife 
The  hiddeh  caufe  of  their  captivity. 
How  mortgaging  their  lives  to  Covetifey 
Through  wafteful  pride,  and  wanton  riotife. 
They  were  by  law  of  diat  proud  tyrannefs 
Provokt  with  IViratby  and  Efeoies  falfe  furmife. 
Condemned  to  that  dungeon  mercilefs, 

Where  they  (hoijld  live  iu  woe^  9nd  dyt  in  wrctchedoers. 
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XLVIL 

There  was  liiae  great  proud  King  of  JSnt^Hf 
That  would  compel  all  nations  to  adore^ 
And  him  as  only  Gotl  to  call  upon^ 
Till  through  celeftial  doom  thrown  out  of  door, 
Into  an  Oxe  he  was  transformed  of  yore. 
There  alfo  was  King  Cra^fus^  that  enhaunft 
His  heart  too  high  tlirough  his  great  riches  ftore  i 
And  proud  Antiochus^  the  whiph  advaunct 

His  curfed  hand  'gainft  God,  and  on  his  alters  dauoQC 

XLVIII. 

And  them  long  time  t)efore^  greac  Nimrjod  w^ . . 
That  firft  the  world  with  fword  and  fire,  warrayd  ^ 
And  after  him^  o}d  Ninus  far  did  pafs 
In  princely  pomp,  of  all  the  world  obayd: 
There  alfo  was  that  mighty  Monarch  layd 
Low  under  all,  yet  above  all  in  pride. 
That  name  of  native  fire  did  foul  up- braid. 
And  would  as  Ammons  foo  be  magnifyde 

Till  fcorn'd  of  God  and  man  a  fhameful  death  he  ii^t. 

XLIX. 

All  thefe  together  in  one  heap  were  thrown. 
Like  carkafes  of  beads  in  butchers  flail. 
%  And  in  another  corner  wide  were  ftrowa 

The  antique  ruins  of  the  Romans,  fall  \ 
Great  Romulus  the  Grandfire  of  them  all. 
Proud  Tarquin^  and  too  lordly  Lmtuks^ 
Stout  Scipio^  and  (lubbom  Hannibalr 
Ambitious  Sylla^  and  ftern  Marius^ 

High  C^far^  great  Fofn$tf^  and  fierce  Anfmus. 

L. 

Amongft  thefe  mighty  men,  were  women  mixt. 
Proud  women,  vain,  forgetful  of  their  yoke : 
The  bold  SemiramXj  whole  (ides  transfixt 
y/ith  fons  own  blade,  her  foul  reprocbes  fpoke ; 
Vsiw  StbefK^csa^  that  herfelf  did  choke 
With  wilful  cord,  for  wanting  of  her  will ; 
High  minded  Cleopatra^  that  with  ftroke 
Of  Afpes  fling  herfelf  did  ftoutly  kill  % 

And  thoufands  more  the  like,  that  did  that  dungeon  fiHj 
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LI. 
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Befidcs  the  endlefs  routs  of  wretched  thralls^ 
Which  thither  were  a&mbled  day  by  day, 
From  all  the  world  atter  their  woeful  falls. 
Through  wicked  pride^  and  wafted  wealths  decay. 
But  moft  of  all,  which  in  that  dungeon  Jay, 
Fell  from  high  Prihces  courts,  or  Ladies  bowres^ 
Where  they  in  idle  pomp,  or  wanton  play, 
Confumed  had  theit*  goods,  and  thriftlefs  howres. 

And  laftly,  thrown  themfelves  into  thefe  heavy  ftowres*' 

LIL 

Whofe  cafe  whenas  the  careful  Dwarf  had  told,* 
And  made  enfample  of  their  mournful,  fight 
Unto  his  mafter,  he  no  longer  would 
There  dwell  jn  peril  of  like  painful  pHght, 
But  early  rofe  and  ere  that  dawning  light 
Difcover'd  had  the  world  to  heaven  wide»    , 
He  by  a  privy  poftern  took  his  flight. 
That  of  no  envious  eyes  he  mote  be  foide  :  \ 

For  doubtle&  death  enfued,  if  any  him  defcride 

LIII. 

Scarce  could^he  footing  find  in  that  foul  way^ 
For  many  corfes,  like  a  great  lay-ftall 
Of  murdred  men  which  therein  ftrowed  lay. 
Without  remorfe,  or  decent  funeral : 
Which  all  through  that  great  Princefs  pride  did/a^ 
And  came  to  (hameful  end.  And  them  befide  '  > 
Forth  riding  underneath  the  caftle  wall,  * 

A  dunghill  of  dead  carcafes  he  fpide, 

The  dreadful  fpcdUclc  of  that  fed  houfe  of  Pride/  ' '"  ^ 
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C  A  N  T  O    VT. 

From  lawlefs  luft  hy  wondrous  grace 

Fair  Una  is  releaft: 
Jt^om  fahage  nation  does  adore^ 

And  learns  her  mfe  bebeaft. 


••  I  • 


4     >  •     « 


L 

AS  when  a  (hip^  that  f}yes  fair  under  fail. 
An  hidden  rock  efcaped  hath  unwarcs^ 
That  lay  in  wait  her  wrack  for  to  bewail. 
The  mariner  yet  half  amazed  flares 
At  peril  pad,  and  yet  in  doubt  ne  dares 
To  joy  at  his  fool  hardy  overfight : 
So  doubly  is  diftreft  twixt  joy  and  cares 
The  dreadlefs  courage  of  this  Elfin  Knighr, 
Having  efcapt  fo  fad  enfamples  in  his  fight. 

II.      

Tet  (ad  he  was  that  his  too  hafty  fpeed, 

The  fdir' Due/s*  had  forct  him  leave  behind ; 
And  yet  more  fad,  that  Una  his  dear  dreed 
Her  truth  had  (lain'd  with  treafon  fo  unkind  ^ 
Yet  crime  in  her  could  never  creature  find. 
But  for  his  love,  and  for  her  own  fclf  fake,* 
She  wandred  had  from  one  to  other  Ind^ 
Him  for  to  feek,  ne  ever  would  forfake. 

Till  her  uo wares  the  fierce  Sans4oy  did  overtake. 

in. 

WhO|  after  Archimagoes  foul  defeat, 
JLed  her  away  into  a  foreft  wild. 
And  turning  wrathful  fire  ta  lufiful  heat. 
With  beaftly  fin  thought  her  to  have  defiled. 
And  made  the  vaflal  of  his  pleafures  vild, 
Yet  firft  he  caft  by  treaty,  and  by  trsuns. 
Her  to  perfwade,  that  itubborn  fort  to  yield : 
Fw,  greater  conquefl  of  hard  love  he  gains^ 

That  workf  it  to  his  will)  tfafa  he  that  is  conftiraiasir 
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IV. 

With  fftirning  wo^  he  courted  her  awhilib» 
And  looking  lovely,  and  oft  fighing  fore^ 
Her  conftant  heart  did  tempt  with  diverfc  guile  t 
But  words,  and  looks,  and  fighs  fhe  did  abhore 
As  rock  of  diamond,  ftedfaft  evermore. 
Yet  for  to  feed  his  fiery  luftful  eye. 
He  fnatcbt  the  veil,  chat  hung  her  face  before  *, 
Then  'gan  her  beauty  fhine,  as  brighteft  (ky, 

And  burnt  his  beaftly  heart  t*eiForce  her  chaility* 

v.. 

So  when  he  faw  his  flattering  arts  to  faiU 
And  fubtile  engines  beat  from  battery^ 
With  greedy  force  he  'gan  tne  fort  aflaiU 
Whereof  he  ween*d  poflefled  foon  to  bcj 
And  with  rich  fpoil  of  ranfackt  chaltity. 
Ah  heavens  !.  that  do  this  hideous  a6t  behold^ 
And  heavenly  virgin  thus  outraged  fee, 
How  can  ye  vengeance  juft  fo  long  with-hold^ 

And  hurl  not  flafliing  flames  upon  that  Payntm  bold  ? 

VI. 

The  pitious  maiden^  careful,  comfortlefs^ 
Does  throw  out  thrilling  Ihrieks,  and  ihrieking  cryei« 
The  lafl:  vain  help  of  womens  great  diftrefs^ 
And  with  loud  plaints  importuneth  the  ikyes^ 
That  molten  &jirs  do  drop  like  weeping  eyes ; 
And  Pbabus  flying  fo  moft  fli^meful  fight. 
His  bluihing  face  in  foggy  cloud  implyes^ 
And  hides  for  (hame.    What  wit  of  mortal  WighC 

Can  now  devife  to  quit  a  thrall  from  fuch  a  plight  ? 

VIL 

Eternal  provicfence,  exceeding  thought. 

Where  none  appears  can  make  herfelf  a  way  : 
A  wondrous  way  it  for  this  Lady  wrought. 
From  Lyons  claws  to  pluck  the  griped  prey  a 
Her  ihriU  out-cryes  and  ihrieks  fo  loud  dia  bray. 
That  all  the  woods  and  forefts  did  refound } 
A  txQiip  oi  FauHes  and  Satyrs  far  away 
Within  tKe  wood  were  dancing  in  a  rounds 

.Whiles. old.^)Q6;^4iwi  ilept  in  fliady  arbour  (ound. 

F  a 
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VIII. 

Who,  when  they  heard  that  pitious  ftrained  voice^ 
In  hafte  forfook  their  rural  merinientt 
And  ran  towards  the  far  rebounded  noife. 
To  weet  what  wight  fo  loudly  did  lament 
Unto  the  place  they  come  incontinent : 
Whom  when  the  raging  Sarazin  efpide, 
A  rude  milbapen,  monitrous  rablement, 
Whofe  like  he  never  faw»  he  durft  not  bide. 

But  got  his  re^y  fteed,  and  fatt:  away  *gan  side* 

IX. 

The  wild  Wood-gods,  arrived  in  the  place. 
There  find  the  virgin  doleful  defolate. 
With  ruffled  raymenis^  and  fair  bUiU>fed  face. 
As  her  outragious  foe  had  left  her  late. 
And  trembling  yet  through  lear  of  former  hate. 
All  (land  amazed  at  fo  uncouth  fight. 
And  *gin  to  pity  her  unhappy  ftate : 
All  ftand  aftonied  at  her  beauty  bright. 

In  their  rude  eyes  unworthy  of  fo  woeful  plight. 

X. 

She  more  amaz'd  in  double  dread  doth  dwell  i 
And  every  tender  part  for  fear  does  fhake : 
As  when  a  greedy  Wolf  through  hung^  fell 
A  fiUv  Lamb  far  from  the  flock  does  take. 
Of  wnom  he  means  his  bloody  feaft  to  make, 
A  Lyon  fpyes  faft  running  towards  him. 
The  innocent  prey  in  hafte  he  does  forfake. 
Which  quit  from  death,  yet  quakes  in  every  lira. 

With  change  of  fear,  to  iee  tlie  Lyon  look  ia  grim. 

XI. 

Such  fearful  fit  afiaid  her  trembHng  heart, 
.  Ne  word  to  fpeak,  oe  joynt  to  move  fhe  had : 
The  falvage  nation  feel  her  fecret  fixutity 
And  read  her  Ibrrow  in  her  countfnance  fad ; 
Their  ^tmoing  foreheads  with  rough  horns  ydad^ 
And  ruftick  horror  all  afide  do  lay. 
And  gently  grinning,  Ihew  a  iembknce  ghnl^ 
To  comfort  her,  and  fear  to  put  away^ 

Their  bai^watdto  knees  vmi^b^hxiniblj  to  6b^f] 
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xn. 

The  doubcfial  duaAitiate  not  yet  commit 
Her  fingtc  perfbn  to  their  barbarous  truth  > 
But  (till  twixt  fear  and  hope  amaz*d  does  fit. 
Late  leam'd  what  harm  to  hafty  truft  enfuth : 
They,  in  compailion  of  her  tender  youth,  ' 

And  wonder  of  her  beauty  foveraine, ' 
Are  won  with  pity  and  unhronted  rudr,  .      '^      1 
And  all  proftrate  apon  the  lowly  ^laln; 

Do  kifa  her  feet,  and  fawn  on  her  with  tount'n^ce  fam. 

XIII. 

Their  hearts  (he  guefleth  by  their  humUeguife,   '    "^ 
And  yields  her  to  extremity  of  rime  •,     . 
So  from  the  ground- ifae  fearlefs  doch  arife. 
And  w^keth  forth  without  fofpeft  i>f  crime ; 
They  all,  as  K^ad  as  bhds  of  joyousi  prime. 
Thence  lead  her  forth;  about  l^r  dancing  round. 
Shouting,  and  fingmg  All  a  Shepherds  rime, 
And  with  green  bhtnche^ih'owing  ail  the  ground 

Do  worflup  her  as  Queen,  with  olive  girlond  crppnd^ 

XIV. 

And  all  the  way  their  merry  pipes  they  founds         l 
That  all  the  woods  with  doubled  Eccho  ring 
And  with  their  homed  feet  do  wear  the  grbuild, 
Leapii^  like  wataton  kids  in  pleafant  fpring. 
So  cowards  oM  Syhmtus  they  her  bring : 
Who  with  the  noife  awaked,  cometh  ovt,  * 
To  weet  the  caule,  his  weak  fleps  go^^ming,  :  . 
And  aged  limbs  on  cyi^efs  ftadle  flout,*  U 

/And  with  an  ivy  twine  his  wafle  is  girt  about. 

XV. 

Far  off  he  Wosders,  what  them  makes  fo  glad  ^  '      ' 
Or  Bacdms  merry  fruit  they  did  invent. 
Or  Ofbeli  frantkk  rites  have  made  them  mad* 
They  drawing  nigh,  ui|to  their  God  prefent 
That-  Adwre  of  faith  and  beauty  excellent. 
The  God  himfdf,  viewihg  that  mirror  rare. 
Stood  Ions  amaz'd,  and  burnt  in  faia  intent  i     , 
His  oii^n  nir  Dricpi  now  he^nks  not  fair, 

..And  FMm  foul,  whan  her  to  this  he  doth  comparr« 

F3 
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XVI. 

The  wood-bOrn  people  fall  before  her  flat, 
And  worfliip  her  as  Goddefs  of  the  wood;  - 
And  old  Sylvantis  felf  bethinks  not,  what 
To  think  of  wight  lb  fair^  but  gazing -ftood. 
In  doubt  to  deem  her  born  of  earthly  brood } 
Sometimes  Dame  Vemis  {t\i  he  feems  to  fee : 
But  Venus  pever  had  fo  fober  mood  \ 
Sometimes .  Diana  he  her  takes  to  be, 
/But  miflcth  bow,  and  Ihafts,  and  tmskins  to  her  knee« 

XVIl. 

By  vic>v  of  her.ke  *ginneth  to  revive 
His  ancient' love,  and  deareft  Cypariffe^ 
And  calls  t)^  mind  his  pourtraiture  aiivey 
How  fair  he  wa$i^  and  yet  not  fair  to  this. 
And  how  he  flew  with  glancing  dart  amifs 
A  gentle  hincj,  the  which  the  lovely  boy 
Did  love  as  life,  above  all  worldly  blifs  % 
For  grief  whereof  the  Isd  n'ould  after  joy, 

S^t  pyn'd  away  in  anguifli  and  felf-wiird  apnoy, 

XVIII. 

The  woody  Nymphs,  fair  HamadryadB^^ 
Her  to  behold  do  thither  run  apace. 
And  all  the  troupe  of  light- foot  Naiadef 
flock  all  about  to  fee  her  lovely  face : 
But  when  they  viewed  have  her  heavenly  grace. 
They  envy  her  in  their  malicious  mtnd. 
And  fly  away  for  fear  of  foul  difgrace : 
But  all  the  Satyres  fcorn  their  woody  kind. 

And  henceforth  hpthing  fair,  but  her  qn  earth  they  find« 

Glad  of  fuch  luck,  the  lucklefs  lucky  maid. 
Did  her  content  to  pleafe  their  feeble  eyes. 
And  long  time  with  that  falvase  people  ftaid. 
To  gather  breath  in  many  miteries, 
During  which  time,  her  gentle  wit  flie  plyes- 
To  teach  them,  truth,  which  worfliipt  her  in  v^in. 
And  made  her  th'  Image  of  Idolatries  ; 
But  when  their  bootlefs  zeal  fhe  did  reftr^n     - 

From  her  own  worfliip,  they  her  Afle  would  ivorftip  faku 
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xx. 

It  fortuned  bubble  warlike  Knight  -^^ 

By  juft  occafion  to  that  fbrcft  came. 
To  feek  his  kindred,  and  the  lin^ige  right. 
From  whence  he  took  his  well  defefved  name :   "  / 
He  had  in  arms  abroad  won  muchelt  firtit : 
And  fitrd  far'lancfel  with  glory  of  hJs  might, '   *     ; 
Plain  faithful,  true^  and  enemy  of  fliame^  - 

And  ever  lovM  to  fight  for  Ladies  right,*  -   '      • 

But  in  vain  glorious  frays  he  little  did  cfelight.   -      -  ^' 

XXL 

A  Satyres  fori,  ybortt  in  foreft  wild,         ^i  y' 

By  ftrange  adventulie  as  it  did  betide,  \ 

And  there  begotten  of  a  Lady  niild, 
Fair  T-iyamiSj  the  daughter  of  Labry^^ ' 
That  was  in  (acred*  bands  of  wedlock  t^e 
To  ^tberioH^  a  loofe  unruly  fwain  %  \ 

Who  had  mcwc  joy  to  range  the  foreft  wide. 
And  chafe  the  falvage  beaft  with  bufie  pain,  • 

Than  fcrve  his  Ladies  love,  and*  wafte  in  pleafures^  vaJnl 

XXII. 

The  forlome  maid  did  with  loves  long^  burn,     ^      '• 
And  could  not  lack  her  lovers  company  -,  /^    . 

But  to  the  wood  fhe  goes,  to  &rve  her  turn. 
And  feek  her  fpoufe,  that  from  her  ftill  does  fly. 
And  follows  other  game  and  vcnery  i- 
A  Satyr  chandt  her  wandring  for  to  find ; 
And  Kindling  coals  of  luft  in  brutilh  eye^ 
The  loyal  links  of  wedlock  did  unUnd^  * 

And  made  her  perfon  thrall  unto  his  beaftly  kind;  -  *  * 

XXIII. 

So  long  in  fecret  cabin  there  he  held  '      .  ^  *• 

Her  captive  to  his  fenfual  defire. 
Till  thi^t  with  timely  fruit  her  belly  fwell'd. 
And  bore  a  boy  unto  that  falvage  fire  : 
Then  home  he  fuifred  her  for  to  retire. 
For  ranlbm  leaving  him  the  late  born  child  % 
Whom  till  to  riper  years  he  *gan  zfjpite^ 
He  noivfled  up  in  life  and  manners  wild, 

Emongft  wikl  beaftsand  woods,  from  laws  of  men  exiPd* 

F4* 
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XXIV, 

For  all  he  uught  the  ceodcr  bep^  yf^-hn/^    . .  .r . :. 
To  banifh  cowardize  aad  daftir4  fear ; 
His  trembling  hand  he  would  hkfk  force  to  .put 
Upon  the  Lyon^  and  the  nigg^  Bear. 
And  froin  the  fbe  B^u^  teata  her  whelpa  to  tetir.  t 
And  eke  w^d  roaring  Bull3  he  vtfould  himitiake 
To  tame,  and  ride  their  backs  not  n)|«jte.t(^  bear^ 
And  the  Roebucks  in  flight  to  overtake;     . 

That  ererv  Wft  ^^  fear  of  hiio  didjQy  and  q)^F« 

XXV.  • 

Thereby  fo  fearlefs  and  fo  fell  :he.grew;^ 
That  his  own  flip  a|id  m^ftfsj;  of^his  guife^ 
Did  often  tremble  at  his  hprrid  vi^w. 
And  oft  for  .dread  of  hurt  would  him  adviie,; 
The  angry  bc^. not, raihy  tQdrfpife,.      .:,  •-  : 
Nor  too  much  to  provoke ;  for  bc  WQuld  leatm 
The  Lyffp  iloop,  %o  him  in  lo«ly  wife        . .  i    . 
(A  leiloa  hard)  and  made  the  Libbard  ftearo. 

Jtf^yc  ix>acin& ;  whc»  in  rage  he  for  revenge  did  yqam. 

^  XXVi^ 

And  fo^tp  mil^  hisipowre  approved  more^ 
Wild  beall^  in  iron  yokies  he  wpyld  copipeli ; 
The  fpotted  Panther^  and  the  tid^hed  Bore»  .  - 
ThefJPardale  fwift,  and  dieiTygre  criwii)         , '    . 
Tlie  Antelope  and  Wolfe,  both  fierce  and  feU^  : 
And  them  conllrain  in  equal  team  to.  draw^ ' 
Such  joy  he  had,  their  ftubb^rn  hl^arts  to.  qu^Ut 
And  fturdy  courage  tame  with  dreadful  aw^ 

That  his  bebeaft  they  feared^  as.  a  j^rants  Uw« 

XXVJil. 
loving  mother  can^  upon  a-  day 
Unto  the  woods,  to  fee  he^  little  Horn 
And  chanct  upwares  to  mitfit  hiin  in  the  wAjr», 
After  his  fports  and  cruel  pftftiiQ^  dvee^ 
When  after  him  a  Lyooels.idid  ran* 
That  roaring  all  with  rs^^  did  loud  roqiiem 
Her  children  de^r,  whqm.h?  4way  bad  IfWkfr 
The  Lyon  wjieju  ihe  j^w  hoW  he  did  bears 

J^  lull  in  rugged,  vms^  vvith<Wlsa  chi|d|fli  feu^) 
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XXVUi; 

The  fearful  Dime  all  quaked  at  the  fight. 
And  turning  back,  'g«i  faft  to  fly  away, 
Until  with  love  revokt  from  Vfiin  affright. 
She  h^v^dly  yet  perfuaded  wi|S  to  flay. 
And  then  to  him  thde  womanifli  words  'gan  fay; 
Ah  Satyrgne^  my  dearling  and  my  joy. 
For  love  of  me  leave  off  this  di«8idfui  play ; 
To  dally  thus  with  death,  is  no  fit  toy. 

Go  find  fome  other  piay-fellowsi  mine  own  fwect  boy. 

XXIX. 

In  thefe,  and  like  delights  of  bloody  game 
He  trained  was,  till  riper  years  he  raught  s 
And  there  abode,  whilft  any  beafi  of  nam^ 
Walkt  in  that  fbreft,  whom  he  had  not  taught 
To  fear  hi$  forge  and  then  bis  coujnge  haught 
Defired  of  foreign  foemen  to  be  known,  « 

And  far  abroad  for  (bange  adventures  fought : 
In  which  his  might  was  never  overthrowi^ 

9ut  ^irough  all  Faky  land  his  famous  worth  fwas  blown; 

.   XXXv 

Yet  evermore  it  wis  his  manner  fair. 
After  long  IsUiours  and  adventures  fpent. 
Unto  thofe  native  woods  for  to  repair. 
To  fee  his  Sire  and  off-fpring  ancient. 
And  now  he  thither  came  for  like  intent; 
Where  he  unwares  the  faiteft  Ufia  founds 
Strange  Lady  in  fo  Arange  habiliment, 
TeachUig  the  SatyreSj  which  her  faite  around, 

Trtfe  iacredlnre,  wbtch  from  her  fwett  lipl  did  redound, 

XXXI. 

He  wondred  at  her  wifdom  heavenly  rare; 
Whofelike  in  womens  withe  never  knew; 
And  wh^  her  courteous  deeds  he  did  compare, 
'Gan  her  admire,  and  her  fad  forrows  rew. 
Blaming  of  Fortune,  which  fuch  troubles  threw. 
And  joy'd  to  make  proof  of  her  cruelty 
On  gentle  Dame,  fo  hurtlefs,  and  fo  true : 
Thenceforth  he  kept  her  goodly  company^ 

And  Iftfo'd  her  difcipline  of  faith  and  veiif^* 
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XXXIL 

But  (he,  all  vbw'd  unto  the  Red-crofi  Knight^       *  •     .' 
His  wandring  peril  doiely  did  lament, 
Ne  in  this  new  acquaintance  could  delight. 
But  her  dear  heart  with  anguifh  did  torment. 
And  all  her  wit  in  fecrct  counfels  fpent. 
How  to  efcapc.    At  laft,  in  .privy  wife 
To  Satyrane  Ihe  fliewed  her  intent ; 
Who  glad  to  gain  fuch  favour,  *gan  deviie, 

How  with  that  penfivc  maid  he  beft  might  thence  arife. 

XXXIIL 

So  on  a  day,  when  Satyres  all  were  gone 
To  do  their  fervice  to  Sylvanus  old. 
The  gentle  virgin  (left  behind  alone) 
He  led  away  with  courage  ftout  and  bold. 
Too  late  it  was  to  Satyres  to  be  told. 
Or  ever  hope  recover  her  again : 
In  vain  he  fi^eks,  that  having  cannot  hold. 
So  fall  he  carried  her  with  careful  pain. 

That  they  the  tvoods  are  pad,  and  come  now  to  the  plain. 

XXXIV. 

The  better  part  now  of  the  lingring  day 
They  traveled  had,  whenas  they  far  efpide 
A  weary  wight  forwandring  by  the  way  ; 
And  towards  hiM  they  'gan  in  hafte  to  ride, 
I'o  weet  of  news  that  did  abroad  betide. 
Or  tydings  of  her  Knight  of  the  Red-crofs. 
But  he  them  fpying,  'gan  to  turn  afide. 
For  fear,  as  feem*d,  or  for  feme  feigned  lofs  $ 

More  greedy  they  of  news,  faft  towards  him  do  crofs. 

XXXV. 

A  filly  man,  in  fimple  weeds  forworn. 

And  foild  with  duft  of  the  long  dryed  way  -, 
His  fandals  were  with  toylfome  travel  torn. 
And  face  all  tand  with  fcorchtng  funny  ray. 
As  he  had  traveld  many  a  fummers  day. 
Through  boyling  fands  of  Araby  and  Indi 
And  in  his  hand  a  Jacobs  ftafF,  to  Hay 
His  weary  limbs  upon :  and  eke  behind. 

His  fcrip  d^^  hang>  in  which  hi«  nf Proems  hedi4  bind^* 
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XXXVI. 

The  Knight  approching  nigh,  of  him  enqiter'd 
Tydings  of  war,  and  of  adventures  new ; 
But  wars,  ndt  new  adventures  none  he  heard. 
Then  Una  'gan  to  ask,  if  ought  he  knew. 
Or  heard  abroad  of  that  her  champion  true. 
That  in  his  armour  bare  a  croflct  red. 
Aye  rile,  dear  Dame  (quoth  he)  well  may  I  rue 
To  tell  the  fad  fight  which  mine  eyes  have  read  ; 

Thefe  eyes  did  fee  that  Knight  bbth  living,  and  eke  dead. 

XXXVII. 

That  cruel  word  her  tender  heart' fo  thrilld. 
That  fuddain  cold  did  run  through  every  vein. 
And  ftony  horrour  all  her  ftnfcs  filld 
With  dying  fit,  that  down  Ihe  fell  for  pain. 
The  Knight  her  lightly  reared  up  again. 
And  comforted  with  courteous  kind  relief: 
Then  won  from  death,  (he  bade  him  tellen  plain 
The  further  procefs  of  her -hidden  grief; 

The  IeiS:r  pangs  can  bear,  who  hath  endureth  the  chief. 

XXXVllI. 

Then  *gan  the  Pftgrim  thus  ;  1  chanct  this  day. 
This  fatal  day,  that  I  (hall  ever  rue. 
To  fee  two  Knights  in  traveJ  on  my  way 
(A  ibrry  (ight)  arranged,  in  battle  new. 
Both  breathing  vengeance,  both  of  wrathful  hew: 
My  fearful  flefli  did  tremble  at  their  ftrife, 
To  fee  their  blades  fo  greedily  imbrew. 
That  dronk  with  bk>od,  yet  thirfted  after  life  : 

What  more?theiS^i^^Kaight  wasQainwithPaynim  knife. 

XXXIX. 

Ah  dearcft  Lord  (quoth  (he)  how  might  that  be. 
And  he  the  ftouteft  Knight  that  ever  won  ? 
Ah  deareft  Dame  (auoth  he)  how  might  I  fee 
The  thing  that  might  not  be,  and  yet  was  done  ? 
Where  is  (faid  Saiyrane)  that  Payninw  (on, 
That  him  of  life,  and  us  of  joy  hath  reft  % 
Not  far  away  (quoth  he)  he  hence  doth  wonc 
Foreby  a  fountain,  where  I  late  him  left  [cleft. 

V^aihing  his  bloody  wovinds^  that  through  the  ft^i  wer9 
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XL. 
Therew|tii  th^  Knight  theiice  mardied:%th  ^  hftfte»i. 

Whiles  Una  with  hug^  heavin^is  oppreft^ 
Could  not  for  forrow  follow  him  io  faft  ^  . 
And  foon  he  cameras  he  the  place  bad  gueft, 
Whereas  that  Pagan  proud  himielf  die}  reft^ 
In  fecret  Ihadow  by  a  fountain  fide;-. 
Even  be  it  was»  thatearft  would  have  fuppreft   • 
t^s^r  Una :  whom  wfapa  Satyrane  efpide. 

With  foul  reprochful  VQfds  he  boldly  Mm  defide^      ?' 

XLL 

And  faid,  ari(e  thou  ourfed  mifcreant/ 

That  haft  with  Knightlefs  guile  and  treacherous  train. 

Fair  Knighthood  fouly  ihamed,  and  doft  vaunt 

That  gpod  Koight  of  the  Rsdcrofs  to  have  flain  : 

Arife,  and  with  like  treafon  now  qiaincain 

Thy  guilty  wrong,  or  elie  thee  guilty  yield. 

Xhe'$^^nth]3  nearing,  rofe  amftin. 

And  catching  up  in  hgfte  his  three  fqoare  (bield,, 

lArnd  (hining  helmO)  looa  him  buckled  to  the  fiekl,    . 

XLII. 

And  drawing  nigbhjffl  faid,  ah  Qfietom  Elf, 
In  evil  hour  thy  foes  ,thee  hither  ient,  .       .         ; 
Anothers  wrongs  to  wreak  upon  thy  felf : 
Yet  ill  thou  blamed:  me  for  having  blent    ^       / 
;My  name  with  guile  and  traiterous  latent  (r<     . 
That  Redcrofs  Knight,  perdie,  I  never  flew :    . 
But  had  he  been,  where  earft  his  arti]s  were  lent, 
Th'  enchanter  vain  his  error  (hould  nqc  rue : 

But  thou  his  error  ihalt,  I  hope,  now  proven  true* 

XUIL 

Therewith  they  'g|an,  both  furious  and  lelU 
To  thunder  bjowsj  an4  fiercely  to  afiail  \ 
Each  other  bent  his  enemy  to  quelle 
That  vath  their  force  they  pierct  both  plate  and  mail. 
And  made  widj;  furfow9  uv.  their  fleihes  fraU» 
That  it  wouM  pity  any  living  eye. 
Large  ^ooda  Qf  bjpod  adown  their  (ides  did  rail  % 
Btit  floods  of  Uopd  cppld  not  thepi  fatisfie  : 
rBut  httQffied  aff^;4e9th :  both  chofe  tp  winj  or  diey/ 
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xuv; 

So  long  thcjF  fight,  and  fell  revenge  purfue. 
That  fainting  each,  themfelves  to  breathen  ]ft ; 
And  oft  refrelhed,  batde  oft  renew  : 
As  when'  two  Boars  with  rankling  malice  ntec. 
Their  gory  fides  frefh  bleeding  fiercely  fret. 
Till  breachlefs  both  themfelves  afide  retire^ 
AVhere  foming  wrath,  their  cruel  tuflcs  they  whet. 
And  trample  th'  earth,  the  whiles  they  may  reipire  } 

Then  back  to  fight  again,  new  breathed  and  entire. 

XLV. 

Sb  fiercely  when  thele  Knights  had  breathed  once. 
They  'gan  to  fi^ht  return,  increafing  more 
Their  puiflant  force,  and  cruet  rage  attonce. 
With  heaped  ftrokes^  more  hugely  than  before. 
That  with  their  drery  wounds  and  bloody  gore 
They  both  deformed,  fcarcely  could  be  known. 
By  this,  fad  Una  fraught  with  anguifh  fore, 
Led  with  their  noiie,  which  through  the  dir  was  thrown 

Arrived,  where  they  in  eanh  their  fruitlefs  blood  had  fown, 

XLVI. 

Whom  all  fo  foon  as  that  proud  Sarazin 
Eibide,  he  'gan  revive  the  memory 
Ot  his  lewd  lufl:s,  and  late  attempted  fin. 
And  left  the  doubtful  battle  haftily, 
•  To  catch  her,  newly  ofired  to  his  eye : 
But  Satyrane  with  ftrokes  him  turning,  (laid. 
And  fixrrnly  bade  him  other  bufinefs  ply. 
Than  hunt  the  fteps  of  pure  unfpotted  maid 

Wherewith  he  ail  enrag'd,  thefe  bitter  fpeeches  faid ; '  * 

XLVII. 

O  foolifh  Fairies  fon,  what  fury  mad 

Hath  thee  incenft,  to  hafte  thy  doleful  fate  ? 

Were  it  not  better  I  that  Lady  had. 

Than  that  thou  hadft  repented  it  too  late  ? 

Moft  fenfelefs  man  he,  that  hinifelf  doth  hate. 

To  love  another.    Lo  then  for  thine  aid,         -    ; 

Here  teke  thy  tovcrs  token  on  thy  pate. 

So  they  to  fight ;  the^  whiles  the  royal  m^d      , 

Fled  fv  awayr  of  that  pi^ud  IHiynim  fore  ^iStiii: 


iw  ^ 
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XLVIIL 
But  that  falfe  Filgrim^  which  that  Itefii^  Cold^ 
Being  indeed  old  Arcbinu^e^  did  ^y 
In  fecrec  fhadow,  all  this  to  behold. 
And  much  rejoyccd  in  their  bloody  fray : . 
But  when  he  faw  the  Damiel  pafs  a^my. 
He  left  his  ftond,  and  her  purfu'd  apace^ 
In  hope  to  bring  her  to  her  lad  decay. 
But,  for  to  tell  her  lamentable  cafe. 
And  eke  this  battles  end,  will  need  another  place. 


CANTO    VIL 

7he  Redcrofs  Knigbi  is  captive  made 

By  Giant  proud  oppreji : 
Prince  Arthur  meets  with  Una,  great- 

bf  with  thofe  news  difireft. 

I. 

WHac  man  fo  -Male,  what  earthly  wit  fo  ware^ 
As  to  defcry  the  crafty  cunning  train. 
By  which  Deceit  doth  mask  in  vizour  fair. 
And  caft  her  colours  dyed  deep  in  grain, . 
To  feem  like  truth,  whofe  (hape  fhe  well  can  feign. 
And  fitting  gellures  to  her  purpofe  frame. 
The  guiltlefs  man  with  guile  to  entertain  ? 
Great  miilrefs  of  her  art  was  that  falfe  Dame, 

The  falfe  Duejfa^  cloked  with  Fidejfa'^  name. 

IL 

Who,  when  returning  from  the  drery  Nigbty 
She  found  not  in  that  perilous  houfe  of  Pride, 
Where  fhe  had  left  the  noble  Redcrofs  Knight, 
Her  hoped  prey ;  fhe  would  no  longer  bide, 
But  forth  fhe  went  to  feek  him  far  and  wide. 
Ere  long  fhe  found  whereas  he  weary  fate> 
To  reft  himfelf,  foreby  a  fountain  fide,. 
Difiumed  all  of  Iron-coated  plate. 

And  b^  his  fide  \yL%  ft^d  the  gra/Tie  forage  ate. 
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III. 

He  feeds  upon  .the  cooling  (hade,  and  bays 
His  fweacing  forehead  in  the  breathing  wind. 
Which  through  the  trembling  leaves  full  gently  plays. 
Wherein  the  cheaiful  birds  of  fundry  kind 
Do  chaunc  fweet  nAulick,  to  delight  his  mind : 
The  Witch  approching  'gan  him  fairly  greet. 
And  with  reproach  of  careleCnefs  unkind 
Upbraid,  for  leaving  her  in  place  unmeet. 

With  foul  words  tempring  fair,  foure  gall  with  honey  fweet# 

Unkindnefs  paft,  they  'gan  of  fohce  treat. 
And  bathe  in  pleafance  of  the  joyous  (hade. 
Which  ihielded  them  againfl:  the  boiling  heat. 
And  with  green  boughs  decking  a  gloomy  glade^ 
About  the  fountain  like  a  girlond  made ; 
Whofe  bubling  wave  did  ever  frefhly  weU, 
Ne  ever  would  through  fervent  fummer  fade : 
The  facred  Nymph,  which  therein  wont  to  dwell. 

Was  out  of  Dians  favour  as  it  then  befell. 

V. 

The  caufe  was  this :  one  day  v^en  Pbeie  fair 
With  all  her  band  was  following  the  chace. 
This  Nymph  quite  tyKd  with  heat  of  fcorching  air. 
Sat  down  to  reft  in  middeft  of  the  race : 
The  Goddefs,  wrath,  'gan  finilly  her  difgrace. 
And  bade  the  waters,  which  from  her  d^  flow» 
Be  fuch  as  ihe  her  felf  was  then  in  place. 
Thenceforth  her  waters  wexed  dull  and  (low. 

And  all  that  drink  thereof,  do  faint  and  feeble  grow. 

VI. 

Hereof  this  g^tle  Knight  unweeting  was ; 
And  lying  down  upon  the  fandy  grail, 
Dronk  of  the  ftream,  as  clear  as  chryftal  glafs» 
Eftfpons  his  manly  forces  *gan  to  fail. 
And  mighty  ftrong  was  turn'd  to  feeble  frail. 
His  changed  powres  at  firft  themfelves  not  fel^ 
Till  crudled  cold  his  courage  'gan  aflail, 
And  chearfiil  blood  in  faintnefs  chill  dad  melt,  : 

Whicli  Uke  a  fever-fit  throu^  all  his  body  fwelt. 
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Yet  goodly  couit  be  m^e  ftiU  to  his  Dame^  * 
Pour'd  out  in  loofenefs  on  the  graffie  0*ound ; 
Both  carekfs  of  hit  health  and  of  his  nime : 
Till  at  the  lafl:  he  heatd  a  dreadful  taand^ 
Which  through  the  wood  loud  bellawiflK  dad  reboufid^ 
That  all  the  earth  for  terror  feetn'd  to  &tke, 
And  trees  did  tremble*    Th'  £if  therewith  aftound^ 
Upftarted  lightly  from  his  loolef  make. 

And  his  unready  weapons  'gan  in  hand  to  take. 

VIIL 

But  ere  he  could  his  armour  on  him  dight. 
Or  get  his  (hidd,  his  monftrous  enemy 
With  fturdy  flseps  came  (talking  in  his  fight. 
An  hideoua  Giant  horribk  and  high. 
That  with  his  uUnefs  feem'd  to  threat  the  skye. 
The  ground  eke  groaned  under  him  ibr  dreed  i 
His  living  like  faw  never  living  eye, 
Ne  durft  behold :  his  ftature  did  exceed 

The  height  of  three  the  tailed  Tons  of  mortal  feed. 

IX, 

The  greateft  earth  his  uncouth  mother  was. 
And  bluftriiig  yEolus  his  boafted  Sire, 
Who  with  his  breath,  that  through  the  world  doth  pa(s» 
Her  hollow  womb  did  fecretly  infpire. 
And  fil'd  her  hidden  caves  with  ftormy  ire. 
That  ihe  conceiv*d  y  and  trebling  the  due  time. 
In  which  the  wombs  of  women  do  expire. 
Brought  forth  this  monftrous  mafle  of  earthly  (lime, 

Pufc  up  with,  empty  wind,  and  Bird  with  finful  crime. 

X- 

So  growing  great  through  arrogant  delight 
Of  th'  high  defcent,  whereof  he  was  yboro. 
And  through  prefumption  of  his  matchlefs  mighty 
All  other  powres  and  Knighthood  he  did  fcom. 
Such  now  he  marcheth  to  this  lAan  ferlom. 
And  k&  to  lofS)  has  ftalking  fteps  are  ibid        * 
Upon  a  fm^y  Oak  which  he  had  torn 
Out  of  his  mothers  bowels,  and  it  made 

His  mortal  mace,  wherewith  his  foemen  he  difmaiff^ 
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XI. 

That,  when  the  Knight  he  fpide,  he  'gan  advaunc; 
With  huge  force  and  infupportablc  main. 
And  towards  htm  with  dreadful  fury  praunce; 
Who  haplcfs,  and  eke  hopclofs,  all  in  vain 
Did  to  him'  pace,  fad  bacde  to  darrain, 
Difar.m'd,  diigract,  and  inwardly  difmaid. 
And  eke  fo  faint  in  every  jc^nt  and  vein. 
Through  that  frail  fountain,  which  him  feeble  mado^ 

That  icarcely  could  he  wield  his  boodefs  fingle  blade. 

xn. 

The  Giant  ftrook  fo  mainly  mercilefs. 
That  could  have  overthrown  a  Aony  towre  ^ 
And  .were  not  heavenly  grace,  ,that  him  did  blejs» 
He  hafl  been  pouldred  aU,  as  thin  as  Bowre : 
But  he  was  wary  of<<hat  deadly  ftowre. 
And  lightly  leapt  from  underneath  the  blow : 
Yet  fo  exceeding  was  the  villains  powre. 
That  with  the  -wind  it  did  him  overthrow, 

And  all  his  fenfes  ftound,  that  ftill  he  lay  full  low. 

XIII. 

As  when  that  develifh  iron  engine  wroi^ht 
In  deepeft  hell,  and  framed  by  Furies  ikili, 
With  windy  nitre  and  quick  fulphur  fraught. 
And  ra^n'd  with  bullet  round,  ordain'd  to  kill. 
Conceived!  fire,  the  heavens  it  doth  fill 
With  tbundring  noife,  and  all  the  air  doth  choke» 
That  none  can  breathe,  nor  fee  nor  hear  at  will. 
Through  fmouldry  cJQud  of  dufkiHi  (linking  fmoke. 

That  th'  only  breath  him  daunts,  who  bath  efcapt  the 

XIV.  [ftroke. 

So  daunted  when  the  Giant  faw  the  Knight, 
His  heavy  hand  he  heaved  up  on  high. 
And  him  to  duft  thought  to  have  battred  quite, 
Um.il  Dtteja  loud  to  him  'gan  cry : 
O  great  Qrgiiffio^  greateft  under  fky, 
O  hold  thy  oiottal  hand  for  Ladies  fakc^ 
Hold -^ my  fake,  and  do  him  not  to  dye: 
But  Vftoquiiht,  thine  eternal  bondflave  make. 

And  me  thy  worthy  meed. ivitP, thy  JUeoiitn  takc» 
Vol,  I.  G 
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XV. 

He  hearkmdy  and  did  ftay  from  further  harms. 
To  gain  fo  goodly  guerdon,  as  fhe  fpakc : 
So  willingly  (he  came  into  his  arms^ 
Who  her  as  willingly  to  grace  did  take. 
And  was  poflefled  or  his  new  found  make. 
Then  up  he  took  the  flumbred  fenfelefs  corfc,  • 
And  ere  he  could  out  of  his  iwoune  awake, 

'  -  Him  to  his  caftle  brought  with  hafty  force. 

And  in  a  dungeon  deep  him  threw  without  remorfe. 

XVI. 

From  that  day  forth  Dueffa  was  his  dear. 
And  highly  honoured  in  his  haughty  eye: 
He  gave  her  gold,  and  purple  pall  to  wear. 
And  triple  crown  fet  on  her  head  full  high, 
And  her  endowed  with  royal  inajefty : 
Then  for  to  make  her  dreaded  more  of  men. 
And  peoples  hearts  with  awful  terror  tye, 

*  A  monftrous  beaft  ybred  in  filthy  fen 

He  choie,  which  he  had  kept  long  time  in  darkfomedea. 

XVII. 

Such  one  it  was,  as  that  renowned  fnake 
Which  great  Alcides  in  Stremona  flew, 
I^ng  foftred  in  the  filth  of  Lerna  lake, 
Whofe  many  heads  out- budding  ever  new. 
Did  breed  him  endlefs  labour  to  fubdew: 

•  But  this  fame  monfter  much  more  ugly  was; 
For  fcven  great  heads  out  of  his  body  grew. 
An  iron  bread,  and  back  of  fcaly  bra6, 

-And  all  embrcw'd  in  blood,  his  eyes  did  ihine  as  glals. 

'  XVIII, 

His  tail  was  (Iretched  out  in  wondrous  length. 
That  to  the  houfe  of  heavenly  gods  it  raught. 
And  with  extorted  powre,  and  borrowed  ftrength^ 
The  ever-burning  lamps  from  thence  it  brought. 
And  proudly  threw  to  ground,  as  things  of  nought  \ 
And  underneath  his  fikhy  feet  did  tread 
The  facred  diings,  and  holy  heafts  foruught. 
Ujpon  this  dreadful  beaft  with  ievenfold  head 

He  fct  th^  faif<;  DuMJfa^  for  mpre  asre  and  dcead* 
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XIX. 

The  woeful  Dwarf,  which  faw  his  mafters  fall»  -, 

Whiles  he  had  keeping  of  his  gradhg  (teed. 
And  valianc  Knight  become  a  caicrve  thrall. 
When  all  was  pad,  took  up  his  forlorn  weod. 
His  mighty  armour,  miffing  mod  at  need  i 
His  filvcr  fliield,  now  idle  mafterlcls ;  .    ,    - 

His  poynant  fpear,  that  many  made  to  bleeds 
The  rueful  moniments  of  hcavinefs. 

And  with  them  all  departs,  to  tell  his  great  diftrefs.'    - 

XX. 

He  had  not  travelled  long,  when  on  the  way 
He  woeful  Lady  (woeful  Una)  met, 
Faft  dying  from  the  Paynims  greedy  prey, 
WhiPd  Satyrane  him  from  puruiit  did  let  : 
Who  when  her  eyes  (he  on  the  Dwarf  had  feti 
And  faw  the  figns  that  deadly  tidings  fpake. 
She  fell  to  ground  for  forrowful  regret, 
And  lively  breath  her  fad  bread  did  forfake,        ;  , 

Yet  might  her  pitious  heart  be  feen  to  pant  and  quakfJ 

XXL 

The  meflenger  of  fo  unhappy  news, 

Would  fain  have  dy*d :  dead  was  his  heart  within,'' 

Yet  outwardly  fome  little  comfort  fhews : 

At  lad  recovering  heart,  he  does  begin 

To  rub  her  temples,  and  to  chaufe  her  chin,      V 

And  every  tender  part  does  tofs  and  turn  :         ,  r 

So  hardly  he  the  flitted  life  does  win. 

Unto  her  native  prifon  to  retourn : 

Then  'gins  her  grieved  ghod  thus  to  lament  and  moumj 

XXII. 

Ye  dreary  indruments  of  doleful  fight. 
That  do  this  deadly  fpedtacle  behold* 
Why  do  ye  longer  feed  on  loathed  light. 
Or  liking  find  to  gaze  on  earthly  mold, 
Sith  cruel  fates  the  careful  threads  unfold. 
The  which  my  life  and  love  together  tide  ? 
Now  let  the  dony  dart  of  fenfelefs  cold 
Fierce  to  my  heart,  and  pafs  through  every  fid^ 

And  let  eternal  night  fo  fad  fight  ffom  m^  hide. 
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XXIIL 

O  lightfome  Day,  the  lamp  of  higheft  Jove^ 
Fifft  made  by  him,  mens  wandring  ways  to  gulde^ 
When  darknefs  he  in  dcepeft  dungeon  drove, 
Heneeforth  thy  hated  face  for  ever  hide, 
And  Ihut  up  heavens  windowi  (hining  wide : 
For  earthly  fight  can  nought  but  forrow  breeds 
And  late  repentance,  which  (hall  long  abide. 
Mine  eyes  no  more  on  vanity  (hall  feed,^ 

But  fealed  up  with  death,  (hall  have  their  deadly  meed. 

XXIV. 

Then  down  again  fhc  fell  unto  the  ground; 
But  he  her  quickly  reared  up  again  : 
Thrice  did  (he  fmk  adown  in  deadly  fwound^ 
And  thrice  he  her  revived  with  bufic  pain  : 
At  laft,  when  life  recovered  had  the  rein. 
And  over  wrcftied  his  ftrong  enemy. 
With  foltring  tongue,  and  trembling  every  vein. 
Tell  on  (quoth  ihe)  the  woeful  tragedy. 

The  which  thefe  reliques  fad  prefent  unto  mine  eye. 

XXV. 

Tempeftuous  fortune  hath  fpent  all  her  ipight, 
'  Aftd  thrilling  forrow  thrown  his  utmoft  dart; 
Thy  fad  tongue  cannot  tell  more  heavy  plight. 
Than  that  I  feel  and  harbour  in  mine  heart : 
Who  hath  endur'd  the  whole,  can  bear  each  part. 
If  death  it  be,  it  is  not  the  Brft  wound 
That  launced  hath  my  breaft  with  bleeding  fmart. 
Begin,  and  end  the  bitter  baleful  ftound  *, 

'  If  Ie&  than  that  I  fear^  more  favour  I  have  found. 

XXVI. 

Then  'gan  the  Dwarf  the  whole  difcourfe  declare. 
The  fubtile  trains  of  Arclnntago  old ; 
The  wariton  loves  of  falfe  Fidejfa  fair. 
Bought  with  the  blood  of  vanquilht  Paynim  bold  s 
The  ^tched  pair  transformed  to  treen mold; 
The  hbufe  of  pride,  and  perils  round  about; 
T^  combat,  which  be  with  Sans-jty  did  hold ; 
.    liie  lucklefs  ^onflift  with  the  Giant  ftout> 

;V7h«r6ifi  CapuVd,  of  life  or  death  h^  ftood  ia  doubt. 
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XXVIL 

3he  heard  tnth  patience  all  upto  the  end»    •  - 

And  ftrovc  to  roaftcr  forrowful  afiay : 
Which  greater  grew,  the  more  (he  did  contend. 
And  almoft  rent  her  tender  heart  in  tway ; 
And  love  frefh  coals  unto  her  fire  did  lay  : 
For  greater  love,  the  greater  is  the  lofs. 
Was  never  Lady  loved  dearer  day. 
Than  flie  did  love  the  Knight  of  the  Redcrpfs  \ 

For  whofe  dear  fake  fo  many  troubles  her  did  tofs*   * 

XXVIIL 

At  laft  when  fervent  forrow  flaked  was. 
She  up  arofe,  refolving  him  to  find 
Alive  or  dead :  and  forward  forth  doth  pafs. 
All  as  the  Dwarf  the  way  to  her  aflien'd : 
And  evermore  in  conftant  careful  mind 
She  fed  her  wound  with  frelh  renewed  bale  \ 
Long  toft  with  ftorms,  and  beat  with  bitter  wincj. 

High  over  hills,  and  low  adown  the  dale. 

She  wandred  many  a  wood,  and  meafur'd  many  a  vg!e« 

At  laft  (he  chanced  by  good  hap  to  meet 
A  goodly  Knight,  fair  marching  by  the  way 
Together  with  his  fquire,  arrayed  meet : 
His  glitterand  armour  (hined  far  away. 
Like  glaunclng  light  of  Pbcshus  brighteft  ray. 
From  top  to  toe  no  place  appeared  bare, 
That  deadly  dint  of  fteel  endanger  may  : 
Athwart  his  breaft  a  bauldrick  brave  he  ware,    [rare. 

That  Ihin'd  like  twinkling  ftar$,with  ftones  moft  precious 

XXX. 

And  in  the  midft  thereof,  one  precious  ftone 
Of  wondrous  worth,  and  eke  of  wondrous  mights^ 
SYizpt  like  a  Ladies  head,  exceeding  (hone. 
Like  Hijperus  eniongft  the  lefler  lights. 
And  ftrove  for  to  amaze  the  weaker  fights  *, 
Thereby  his  mortal  blade  full  comely  hong 
In  ivory  iheath,  ycarv'd  with  curious  (lights ; 
Whofe  hilts  were  burnifht  gold,  and  handle  ftrong 

Of  mother*pearl,  and  buckled  with  a  golden  tong, 
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His  haughty  helmet,  horrid  all  with  gold. 

Both  glorious  brightnefs,  and  great  terror  bred  ^ 
For  all  the  creft  a  Dragon  did  enfold 
With  greedy  paws,  and  over  all  did  fpread 
His  golden  wings:  his  dreadful  hideous  head 
Clofe  couched  oh  the  bever,  feemM  to  throw 
From  flaming  mouth  bright  Yparkles  fiery  red. 
That  fuddain  horror  to  faint  hearts  did  Ihow ; 

'And  fcaly  tail  was  ftretCht  adown  his  back  full  low. 

XXXIL 

Upon  the  top  of  all  his  lofty  creft, 
A  bunch  of  hairs  difcolour*d  diverfly. 
With  fprinkled  pearl,  and  gold  full  richly  dreft. 
Did  ihake,  and  feemM  to  dance  for  jollity 
Like  to  an  Almond  tree  ymounted  high 
On  top  of  green  Selinis  all  alone, 
With  bloflbms  brave  bedecked  daintily  •, 
Whofe  tertder  locks  do  tremble  every  one 
*  'At  every  little  breath,  that  under  heaven  is  blown. 

.    .       XXXIII.  . 

His  warlike  (hield  all  clofely  cover'd  was, 
Ne  might  of  mortal  eye  be  ever  feen ; 
Nor  made  of  fteel,  nor  of  enduring  brafs. 
Such  earthly  metals  foon  confumed  been : 
But  all  of  diamond  perfeft  pure  and  dean 
It  framed  was,  one  maffie  entire  mould, 

,  Hew*n  out  of  adamant  rock  with  engines  keen,  ^ 
That  point  of  fpear  it  never  piercen  could, 

Ne  dint  of  direful  fword  divide  the  fubftance  would. 

XXXIV. 

The  fame  to  wight  he  never  wont  difclofe. 
But  whenas  monfters  huge  he  would  difmay. 
Or  daunt  unequal  armies  of  his  foes. 
Or  when  the  flying  heavens  he  would  affray ; 
For  fo  exceeding  fhone  his  gliftrrng  ray. 
That  Phccbus  golden  face  it  did  attaint,     -'  * 
As  when  a  cloud  his  beams  doth  over-lay  i 
And  filver  Cynthia  wexed  p^le'  and  faint. 

As  >srhcn  her  face  is  ftain'd  with  magick  erts  conftfaiat. 
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XXXV. 

No  magick  arts  hereof  had  any  might. 

Nor  bloody  words  of  bold  Enchanters  call  i 
But  all  that  was  not  fuch  as  feem'd  in  figtit. 
Before  that  (hield  did  fade,  and  fuddain  fall : 
And  when  him  lift  the  rafcal  routs  appall. 
Men  into  ftones  therewith  he  could  tranfmew. 
And  ftones  to  duft,  and  duft  to  nought  at  all ; 
And,  when  him  lift  the  prouder  looks  fubdew. 

He  would  them  gazing  blind,  or  turn  to  other  hew«   * 

XXXVI. 

Ne  let  it  ieem,  that  credence  this  exceeds : 

For  he  that  made  the  fame,  was  known  right  well 
To  have  done  much  more  admirable  deeds. 
ItMsrlin  was,  which  whylome  did  excel 
All  living  wights  in  might  of  magick  fpell : 
Both  fliield,  and  fword,  and  armour  all  he  wrought 
For  this  young  Prince,  when  firft  to  arms  he  fell  ^ 
But  when  he  dy'd,  the  fairy  Queen  it  brought 

To  fairy  land,  where  yet  it  may  be  feen,  if  fought.  ' 

XXXVII. 

A  gentle  youth,  his  dearly  loved  Squire, 
His  fpear  of  heben  wood  behind  him  barey 
Whofe  harmful  head,  thrice  heated  in  the  fire. 
Had  riven  many  a  breaft  with  pikehead  fquare  i    . 
A  goodly  perfon,  and  could  menage  fair 
His  ftubborn  (teed  with  curbed  canon  bit. 
Who  under  him  did  trample  as  the  air. 
And  chauft,  that  any  on  his  back  ftiould  fit  ^ 

The  iron  rowels  into  frothy  foame  he  bit. 

XXXVIII. 

Whenas  this  Knight  nigh  to  the  Lady  drew. 
With  lovely  court  he  *gan  her  entertain ; 
But  when  he  heard  her  anfwers  loth,  he  knew 
Some  fecret  forrow  did  her  heart  diftrain  : 
Which  to  allay,  and  calm  her  ftorming  pain. 
Fair  feeling  words  he  wifely  'gan  difplay, 
And  for  her  humour  Setting  purpofe  fain. 
To  tempt  the  caufe  it  felf  tor  to  bewray  : 

V^ierewith  enmov'd,  thcfe  bleeding  words  Ihe  'gan  to  fay« 

G  4 
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What  worlds  del^ht,  oi*joy  of  liting  fpeecK 
Can  heiirt,  fo  plung'd  in  fea  of  forrows  deep. 
And  heaped  wkh  fo  huge  misfortunes,  reach  ? 
The  careful  cold  beginneth  for  to  creep. 
And  in  my  heart  his  iron  arrow  fteep. 
Soon  as  I  think  upon  my  bitter  bale : 
Such  helplefs  harms  it's  better  hidden  keep. 
Than  rip  up  grief,  where  it  may  not  avail. 

My  laft  leit  comfort  is,  my  woes  to  weep  and  wail. 

XL. 

Ah  Lady  dear,  cfuoth  then  the  gentle  Kntght, 
tVell  may  I  ween,  your  grief  is  wondrous  great; 
For  wondrous  great  griergroneth  in  my  fpright. 
Whiles  thus  I  hear  you  ofyour  forrows  treat, 
put  woeful  Lady,  let  me  you  intreat. 
For  to  unfold  the  anguiih  ofyour  heart: 
'Mifliaps  arc  maftred  by  advice  difcrcet. 
And  tounfel  mitigates  the  greateft  fmart ; 

Found  never  help,  who  never  would  his  hurts  impart. 

XLL 

O  !  but  (quoth  ihe)  great  grief  mil  not  be  told. 
And  can  more  eamy  be  thought,  than  faid. 
Right  fo  (quoth  he)  but  he,  that  never  would. 
Could  never:  will  to  might  gives  greateft  aid. 
But  grief  (quoth  fhe)  does  greater  grow  difplaid 
If  then  it  find  not  help,  and  breeds  defpair. 
Defpair  breeds  not  (quoth  he  J  where  faith  is  ftaid. 
No  faith  fo  faft  (quoth  fhe)  but  fleflr  does  pair. 

Fleih  may  impair  (quoth  he)  but  reafon  can  repair. 

XLIL 

His  goodly  reafon,  and  weD  guided  fpeech. 
So  deep  did  fettle  in  her  gracious  thought. 
That  her  perfuaded  to  difdofe  the  breach. 
Which  love  and  fortune  in  her  heart  had  wt"6u|^t, 
Andfaid  \  fair  Sir,  I  hope  good  hap  hath  brought 
You  to  inquire  the  fecrets  of  my  grief. 
Or  that  your  wifdom  will  dtreft  my  thought. 
Or  that  your  prowefs  can  me  yidd  relief : 
Then  hear  the  ftory  fad,  which  t  fiiiM  I4l!  you  W tef.  • 
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XLIIL 

The  foftorn  tauden^  whom  yow^tyts  have  feen 
The  laughing  ftock  of  fettones  mockeries. 
Am  th*  only  daughter  of  a  King  and  Queen» 
Whofe  parents  dear,  whilft  equal  deftinies 
Did  run  about,  and  their  feKcicies 
The  favourable  heavens  did  not  envy. 
Did  fpred  their  rule  through  all  the  territories 
Which  PIn/pu  and  Eupbraies  floweth  by. 

And  Gebons  golden  waves  do  wafh  continually  % 

XLIV. 

Till  that  their  cruel  curled  enemy, 

An  huge  great  dragon  horrible  in  fight. 

Bred  in  the  loathly  lakes  of  Canary ^ 

With  murdrous  ravine,  and  devouring  might 

Their  Kingdom  fpoil'd,  and  countrey  wafted  quight: 

Themfelves,  for  fear  into  his  jaws  to  fall. 

He  forct  to  caftle  ftrong  to  take  their  flight. 

Where  faft  embar*d  in  mighty  brazen  wall. 

He  has  them  now  four  years  befieg*d  to  make  them  thratt. 

XUV, 

Full  many  Knights  adventurous  aiid  ftout; 
Have  enterpriz*d  that  monfter  to  fubdew ; 
From  every  coaft  chat  heaven  walks  about. 
Have  thither  come  the  noble  martial  crew. 
That  famous  hard  atchievements  ftill  purfew^ 
Yet  never  any  could  that  girlond  win. 
But  all  ftill  ihrunk,  and  ftill  he  greater  grew : 
All  they  for  want  of  fatth,  or  guilt  of  fin. 

The  pitious  prey  of  his  fierce  cruelty  have  bin. 

XLVI. 

And  laft,  yled  with  far  reported  praife,  i 

Which  flying  fame  throughout  the  world  h^  fpitad. 
Of  doughty.  Knights,  whom  Fairy  land  did  raile. 
That  noble  order  hight  of  maidenhead. 
Forthwith  to  court  of  Gkriam  I  fped  \ 
Of  Gloriane^  great  Queen  of  glory  bri^t, 
Whofe  Kiptadoms  feat  Ckipclis  is  read. 
There  to  obtain  fomt  fuch  redoubted  KoightiL  ; 

That  parents  dear  from  tyrants  powre  deliVdr  oA^^t  '. 
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XLVn. 

It  was  itiy  chance  (my^chancc  was  fair  and  good^         ' 
There  for  to  find  a  frc(h  unproved  Kaighc, 
Wbofe  manly  hands  infibrew'd  in  guilty  blo6d 
Had  never  been,  ne  ever  by  his  m^t 
Had  thrown  to  ground  the  un regained  right: 
Yet  of  his  prowefs,  proof  he  fincc  hath  made 
(I  witnefs  am)  in  many  a  cruel  fight; 
The  groning  ghofts  of  many  one  difmaid 

Have  felt  the  biccer  dint  of  his  avei^ing  blade. 

XLVIII. 

And  ye  the  forlorn  reliques  of  his  powre. 
His  biting  fword  and  his  devouring  fpear. 
Which  have  endured  many  a  dreadful  ftowre. 
Can  fpealc  his  prowefs,  that  did  earft  you  bear. 
And  well  could  rule  :  now  he  hath  left  you  here. 
To  be  the  record  of  his  rueful  lofs. 
And  of  my  doleful  difadventurous  dreare ; 
O  !  heavy  record  of  the  good  Redcrofs^ 

Where  have  you  left  your  Lord,  that  could  fo  well  you  tois  f 

XLIX. 

Well  hoped  I,  and  fair  beginnings  had. 
That  he  my  captive  langour  ihould  redeem. 
Till  all  unweeting,  an  £nchanter  bad 
His  fenfe  abused,  and  made  him  to  mifdeem 
My  loyalty,  not  fuch  as  it  did  feem; 
That  rather  death  defire,  than  fuch  defpightw 
Be  )udge  ye  heavens,  that  all  things  right  efteem. 
How  I  him  lov'd,  and  love  with  all  my  might. 

So  thought  I  eke  of  him,  at^d  think:  I  thought  aright. . 

L. 

Thenceforth  me  defolate  he  quite  forfook,  ' 

.    To  wander  where  wild  fortune  would  me  lead. 
And  other  by-ways  he  himfelf  betook. 
Where  never  foot  of  living  wight  did  tread. 
That  brought  not  back  the  baleful  body,  dead ; 
In  which  him  chanced  falfe  Dueffa  meec. 
Mine  only  foe^  mine  only  deadly  dr^, 
Who  with  her  witchcraft  and  mifieeaiiiig  fweet. 

Inveigled  him  to  follo^r  her  defires  4inmeet» 
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LL 

At  lafty  by  fubtil  fleights  fhe  him  betraid 
Unto  his  foe,  a  Giant  huge  and  tall. 
Who  him,  difarmed,  diffolute,  difmaid, 
Unwares  furprifed,  and  with  mighty  mall 
The  monfter  mercilefs  him  made  to  fall, 
Whofe  fall  did  never  foe  before  behold ; 
And  now  in  darkefom  ^dungeon,  wretched  thrall, 
Remedilefs,  for  aye  he  doth  him  hold ; 

This  is  my  caufe  of  grief,  more  great  than  may  be  told. 

LIL 

Ere  (he  had  ended  all,  fhe  'gan  to  faint : 
But  he  her  comforted  and  fair  befpake, 
Certes,  Madam,  ye  have  great  caufe  of  plaint. 
That  ftouteft  heart,  I  ween,  could  caufe  to  quake. 
But  be  of  chear,  and  comfort  to  you  take  • 
For,  till  1  have  acquit  your  captive  Knight, 
Aflure  your  felf,  I  will  you  hot  forfake. 
His  chearful  words  revivM  her  chearleft  fpright :    - 

So  forth  they  went,  the  Dwarf  them  guiding  ever  right. 


CANTO    VIIL 

Fmr  Virgin^  to  redeem  Jber  dear^ 

Brings  Arthur  io  the  fight : 
H^  ftofes  the  Giants  wounds  the  beaft^ 

And  firips  DueiTa  quigbt. 

I. 

AY  me !  how  many  perils  do  enfold 
The  righteous  man,  to  make  him  daily  fall  ? 
Were  not  that  heavenly  grace  doth  him  uphold, . 
And  Itedfalt  truth  acquit  him  out  of  all. 
Her  love  is  firm,  her  care  continual. 
So  oft  as  he,  through  his  own  foolilh  pride. 
Or  weaknefs,  is  to  imfiil  bands  made  thrall: 
Elfe  ihould  this  Redcrofs  Knight  in  bands  have  dide. 
For  whofe  deliverance  (he  this  Prince  doth  thither  guide* 
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II. 

They  fadly  traveled  thus,  until  they  came. 
Nigh  to  a  caitle  builded  ftrong  and  high : 
Then  cry*d  the  Dwarf,  lo^  yonder  is  the  fame, 
In  which  my  Lord  my  liege  doth  Iuckler3  lie. 
Thrall  to  that  Giants  hateful  tyranny : 
Therefore,  dear  Sir,  your  mighty  powrcs  aflay. 
The  noble  Knight  alighted  by  and  by 
From  lofty  ftccd,  and  bade  the  Lady  ftay. 

To  fee  what  end  of  fight  fhould  him  befall  that  day. 

III. 

So  with  the  Squire,  th*  admirer  of  his  mighty 
He  marched  forth  towards  that  caftle  wall ; 
Whofe  gates  he  found  faft  Ihut,  ne  living  wight 
To  waroe  the  fame,  nor  anfwer  dommers  call. 
Then  took  that  Squire  an  horn  of  bugle  fmall. 
Which  hung  adown  his  fide  in  twiftcd  gold. 
And  tafiels  gay.    Wide  wonders  over  all 
Of  that  fame  horns  great  vertues  wercn  told. 

Which  had  approved  been  in  ufes  manifold. 

IV. 

Was  never  wight  that  heard  that  ihrilling  found. 
But  trembling  fear  did  feel  in  every  vein ; 
Three  miles  it  might  be  e^ie  hejfKrd:  ground. 
And  Ecchoes  three  anfwerd  it  felf  again : 
No  falfe  enchantment,  nor  deceitful  train 
Might  once  abide  the  terror  of  that  btaft. 
But  prefently  was  void  and  whoily  vain  \ 
No  gate  fo  ftrong,  no  lock  fo  firQi  and  faft. 

But  with  that  piercing  noife  flew  open  quite,  or  braft. 

V. 

The  fame  before  the  Giants  gate  he  ,blc.w^ 
That  all  the  caftle  quaked  from  the  ground, 
And  every  door  of  free-will  open.  flew. 
The  Giant  felf  difmayed  with  that  found 
(Where  he  with  his  puejja  dalliance  found) 
In  hafte  came.ruihing  forth  from  inner  bowre, 
With'  ftaring  countenance  il^n,.  as  one  aftound^ 
.And  ilaggerit^  fteps,  to:  weet  what  fuddain  ftowre 

Had  wrought  th^t  horror  ftrange^'aad  Har'd  his  dreaded 

[powre. 
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VI. 

And  after  him  the  proud  Duejfa  came. 
High  mounted  on  her  many-headed  beaft. 
And  every  Head  with  fiery  tongue  did  flame. 
And  every  head  was  crowned  on  his  creaft. 
And  bloody  mouthed  with  late  cruel  feaft. 
That  when  the  Knight  beheld  his  mighty  Ihield 
Upon  his  manly  arm  he  foon  addreft. 
And  at  him  fiercely  flew,  with  courage  fiUd, 

And  eager  grcedinefs  through  every  member  chrilld 

VIL 

Therewith  the  Giant  buckled  him  to. fight, 
Inflam'd  with  fcornful  wrath  and  high  difdain : 
And  lifting  up  his  dreadful  club  on  height. 
All  arm'd  with  ragged  fnubs  and  knotty  grain. 
Him  thought  at  firft  encountred  to  have  flain* 
But  wife  and  wary  was  that  noble  peer. 
And  lightly  leaping  from  fo  monftrous  main. 
Did  fair  avoid  the  violence  him  nere; 

It  booted  nought,  to  think  fuch  thunderbolts  to  bear  t 

VIIL 

Ne  fhame  he  thought  to  fhun  fo  hideous  might. 
The  idle  ftroke,  enforcing  furious  way. 
Miffing  the  nxark  oif  his  mifaymed  fight. 
Did  fall  to  ground,  and  with  his  heavy  fway. 
So  deeply  dinted  in  the  driven  clay. 
That  three  yards  deep  a  furrow  up  did  throw: 
The  lad  earth  wounded  with  fo  fore  aflay. 
Did  groan  full  grievous  underneath  the  blow, 

Andtremblingwithftrangefear,didl  ike  an  earthquakelhow: 

IX. 

As  when  almighty  7^^  '^^  wrathful  mood. 
To  wreak  the  guilt  of  mortal  fins  is  bent. 
Hurls  forth  his  thundring  dart  with  deadly  ftud^ 
Enrold  in  Sanies,  and  fmouldring  dreriment ; 
Through  riven  clouds  and  molten  firmament. 
The  fcerce.threeforked  engine  making  way. 
Both  lofty  towres  and  higheft  trees  hath  rent. 
And  all  that  might  his  angry  paflfage  ftay. 

And  (hooting  m  the  earth,  ca'fts  up  a  mount  of  day  r 
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X. 

His  boyftrous  club»  fo  buried  in  the  ground^ 
He  could  not  rearen  up  again  fo  light. 
But  that  the  Knight  him  at  advantage  found : 
And  whiles  he  ftrove  his  cumbred  club  to  quight 
Out  of  the  earth,  with  blade  all  burning  bright 
He  fmote  off  his  lett  arm,  whichjike  a  blodc 
Did  fall  to  ground,  deprived  of  native  might ; 
Large  ftreams  of  blood  out  of  the  trunked  llock 

Fourth  gulhcd,  like  frelh  water  ftream  from  riven  rock. 

XI. 

Difmayed  with  fo  defperate  deadly  wound. 
And  eke  impatient  of  unwonted  pain. 
He  loudly  bray'd  with  beaftly  yelling  found. 
That  all  the  Belds  rebellowed  again  i 
As  great  a  noyfe,  as  when  in  Cymbrian  plain 
An  nerd  of  bulls,  whom  kindly  rage  doth  fting. 
Do  for  the  miikv  mothers  want  complain. 
And  fill  the  fields  with  troublous  bellowing. 

The  neighbour  woods  around  with  hollow  murmur  rinff, 

XII. 

That  when  his  dear  Du^a  heard,  and  faw 
The  evil  ftound  that  dangerd  her  eftate. 
Unto  his  aid  ihe  haftily  did  draw 
Her  dreadful  bead  5  who  fwoln  with  blood  of  late. 
Came  ramping  forth  with  proud  prefumptuous  gaite. 
And  threatened  all  his  heads  like  flaming  brands. 
But  him  the  Squire  made  quickly  to  retreat, 
Encountring  fierce  with  fingle  fword  in  hand, 

And  twixt  him  and  his  Lord  did  like  a  bulwark  ftand. 

XIIL 

The  proud  Dueffa  full  of  wrathful  Q>ight, 
And  fierce  difdain  to  be  affronted  io, 
Enforct  her  purple  beaft  with  all  her  might 
That  ftop  out  of  the  way  to  overthrow. 
Scorning  the  let  of  fo  unequal  foe : 
But  nathemore  would  that  courageous  fwain 
To  her  yield  paffage,  gainft  his  Lord  to  go. 
But  with  outrageous  ftrokes  did  him  reftrain,     ' 

And  with  his  body  bai;^d  the  way  atwixt  them  twain^ 
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XIV. 

Then  took  the  angry  Witch  her  golden  cup. 
Which  ftill  (he  bore^  replete  with  magick  arts^) 
Death  and  deipair  did  many  thereof  fup. 
And  fecret  poyfon  through  their  inward  parts, 
Th'  eternal  bale  of  heavy  wounded  hearts ; 
Which,  after  charms  and  fome  enchantments  latd^ 
She  lightly  fprinkied  on  his  weaker  pares ; 
Therewidi  his  fturdy  courage  foon  was  quaid. 

And  ail  his  ib^ies  were  with  fuddatn  dread  difmay*d« 

XV. 

,So  down  he  fell  before  the  cruel  beaft. 

Who  on  his  neck  his  bloody  claws  did  feize. 
That  life  nigh  cruflit  out  of  his  panting  bread : 
No  powre  he  had  to  ftir,  nor  will  to  rife. 
That  when  the  careful  Knight  'gan  well  avife. 
He  lightly  left  the  foe  with  whom  he  foughcf. 
And  to  the  beail  'gan  turn  his  enterprile  ; 
For,  wondrous  anguifli  in  his  heart  it  wrought. 

To  fee  his  loved  Squire  into  fuch  thraldom  brought* 

JCVI. 

And  high  advandng  his  blood-thirlly  blade, 
Strook  one  of  thofe  deformed  heads  fo  fore, 
That  of  his  puiilance  proud  enfample  made  i 
His  monftrous  fcalp  down  to  his  teeth  it  tore. 
And  that  mis  formed  fhape  misfliaped  more  : 
A  fea  of  blood  guflit  from  the  gaping  wound. 
That  her  gay  garments  ftain'd  with  filthy  gore. 
And  overflowed  all  the  field  around }  j 

That  over  Ihoes  in  blood  he  waded  oa  the  ground. 

XVII. 

Thereat  he  roared  for  exceeding  pam. 

That  to  have  beard,  great  horror  would  have  bred 
And  fcourging  th*  empty  air  with  his  long  train. 
Through  great  impatience  of  his  grieved  head^ 
His  gorgeous  rider  from  her  lofty^ed 
Would  have  caft  down  and  trod  in  dirty  mire. 
Had  not  the  Giant  foon  her  fuccoured ; 
Who  all  enrag'd  with  fmart  and  franttck  ire. 

Came  hur^ng  in  full  fierce^  wd  forct  the  JCi^ighC  retire; 
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XVIIL 

The  force, .  -which  wont  ia  two  to  be  dt^^erft^ 
In  one  alone  left  hand  he  now.iiiutes. 
Which  is  through  rage  more  ibroag  than  both  were  aft ^ 
With. which  his  hideous  ebb  aloft  he  dites. 
And  at  his  .foe  with  furious  rigour  fmites. 
That  ftrongeft  Oak  might  feem  to  overthrow : 
The  ftroke  upon  his  (hield  ib  heavy  iices. 
That  to  the  ground  it  doubleth  him  full  low. 

Whit  mortal  wight  could  ever  bear  fo  monftrous  blow? 

XIX. 

And  in  his  fall,  his  ihleld  that  covered  was. 
Did  loofc  his  veil  by  chance,  and  open  Bew: 
The  light  whereof,  that  heavens  light  did  pais. 
Such  blazing  brightnefs  through  the  ayer  threw. 
That  eye  mote  not  the  fame  endure  to  view. 
Which  when  the  Giant  fpide  with  ftaring  eye, 
He  down  let  fall  his  arm^  and  foft  with^drew 
Hi3  iWeapon  huge,  that  heaved  was  on  high 

For  to  have  ilain  the  man,  that  on  the  ground  did  lye. 

XX. 

And  eke  the  fruitful -headed  bead,  amaz*d 
At  flaihing  beams  of  that  funfhiny  (hield, 
Becaqie  ftark  blind,  and  all  his  fenfes  daz'd^ 
That  down  h^  tumbled  on  .the  dirty  Held, 
And  feem'd  himfelf  as  conquered  to  yield. 
Whom  when  his  miftrefs  proud  perceived  to  fall. 
Whiles  yet  his  feeble  feet  for  faintnefs  rccPd, 
Unto  the  Giant  ioudly  ihe  'gan  call, 

O  help  Orgt^liOy  help,  or  elfe  we  perilh  all. 

XXI. 

At  her  fo  pitious  cry  was  much  amov*d 
!Her  champion  ftout,  and  for  to  ayd  his  friend. 
Again  his  wonted  angry  yiceapon  proved ; 
But  all  in  vain  :  for  he  has  read  his  end 
i  In  that  bright  ihield,  and  all  their  forces  fpend 
Thcmielvcs  in  vain  :  for,  £nce  that  glauncing  fight» 
He  hath  no  powre  to  hurt,  nor  to  defend  *, 
As,  where  di'  Almighty's  lightmng  brond  does  lights 

Jtdisna  jhe  dazed  eyxn^  jan^i  .daunts  the  ^fes  quight.^ 
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XXII. 

yfhooi  when  the  Prioce  to  btttle  new  addreft^ 
And  threatning  high  hi^  dreadful  ftroke  did  {(s%. 
His  iparkUng  blade  about  his  head  hd  bicft. 
And  fmote  off  quite  his  right  leg  by  die  knee^ 
That  dowp  he  tumbled ;  as  an  a^ed  tret^ 
Hjg^  grovrtng  on  the  top  of  rockv  clift^ 
Whofe  htait-ftrings  with  keen  (teat  nigh  hewen  be^ 
The  mighty  trunk  half  reht^  with  r^ged  rift 

Doth  toll  adown  the  rocks^  and  &11  with  ftarfiil  drifts 

XKIU. 

Or  as  a  caftle  reared  Jng^  and  rounds 
By  fobtik  engines  and  malicious  fli^t 
Is  undermined  from  the  loweft  groun^ 
And  her  foundation  forct,  and  feebkd  Quig^ti 
At  h&  down  ftQs,  and  with  her  heaped  height 
Her  hafty  mine  does  moft  heavy  maxiby 
And  yields  itfeif  unto  the  vi^rs  might; 
Such  was  this  Giants  fall,  that  feem'd  to  fhake 

^he  fledfaft  gbbe  of  earth,  as  it  for  fear  did  quake; 

XXIV. 

The  Ka^t^  then  lightly  leaping  to  the  pt'ey^ 
With  mortal  fteel  him  fmote  again  fo  forc^ 
That  headkfs  his  uni^ldy  body  lay, 
All  wallow'd  in  his  own  foul  bloody  gol^e^ 
Which  flowed  from  his  wounds  in  wondrous  (lore! 
But  foon  as  bteath  out  of  his  bread  did  pafs. 
That  huge  great  body  which  the  Giant  oore^ 
Was  vantflit  quite,  and  of  that  monftrous  mafi 

Was  nothing  left,  but  like  an  empty  bladder  waa^ 

XXV. 

Whofe  grieVOQl  fill  whto  fa}fe  Dir^  (pide^ 
Her  golden  cup  ihe  caft  unto  the  ground^ 
And  crowned  mitre  rudely  threw  aiide  i 
Such  piercing  grief  her  fhibbom  heart  did  Wounc^ 
That  (he  could  not  endure  that  doleful  ftoundi 
But  leaving  all  behind  her$  fled  away  i 
The  light-toot  Squire  her  quickly  turn'd  around| 
And  by  hard  means  enforcing  her  to  day. 
So.  brought  unto  his  Lord,  as  his  deferred  preyi 
Vol-  I.  H 
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xxn. 

The  royal'  virgin,  which  *  beheld  from  fkr. 
In  pcAfive  ^ight,  and  fadperpleyity. 
The  whole  acehievcinsiit  of  this  doubtful  waif, 
Canae  running  fkft  to  greet  his  vidory. 
With  fober  gladnefs^  and  mild  modefty,         -    ,  • 
And  with  ftireet  joyous  chear  Urn  thus  befpsikfr  § 
JFair  branch  of  noblefs,  flowic  of  chevalry,  . 
That  with  your  worth  the  World  amazed  madcTy 

How  ihall  I  quite  the  pains  ye  fufier  formy  fake? ' 

XXVII. 

And  you  frefli  bud  of  rervue  fpringing  faft,  • 

Whom  thefe  fad  eyes  iaw  nigh  unto  deaths  door» 
What  hath  poor  Tirgin,  for  fuch  peril  paft^ 
Whertwith  you  to  reward  h  Accept  thereftm 
My  fimple  ^1^  and  fervice  evermore ; 
And  he  that  high  does  fiCy  and  ail  things  ier 
With  equal  eyes,  their  merits  to  reftore. 
Behold  what  ye  this  day  have  done  for  tm^ 

And  what  I  cannot  quite,  requite  with  ufiny. 

XXVIIL 

But  flth  the  heavens,  and  your  fair  handling. 
Have  made  you  mailer  of  the  field  this  dayv 
Your  fortune  mailer  eke  with  governing, 
And  well  begun,  end  all  fo  well,  I  pray, 
Ne  let  that  wicked  woman  (cape  away : 
For  ihe  it  is  chat  did  my  Lord  bethrall. 
My  deareft  Lord,  and  deep  in  dungeon  lay. 
Where  he* his  better  days  hath  wailed  alL 

O  hev ,  how  pitious  he  to  you  for  aid  does  call. 

XXIX- 

Forthwith  he  gave  in  charge  unto  his  Squire, 
That  fcafkt  whore  to  keepen  carefully  ; 
Whiles  hehitnfelf  widi  greedy  great  defire  * 
Into  the  caftle  entred  forcibly ; 
Where  living  creature  none  he  did  efpy.  I 

Then  'gan  he  loudly  through  the  hou/e  to  call : 
Qiitiio  nian  car^d  to  anfwer  to  his  cry. 
There  reign'd  a  folemn  fiience  over  all. 

Nor  voice  was  heard,  nor  wight  was  feen  in  bowre  or  halL 


i 
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At  laft,  withiciieqxngt7ook«d  pace  i^h  came 
An  old  old  man,  with  beard  at  white  as  fiiow^ 
That  on  a  'ftaff  hh  feeble  fteps  did  ftame^ 
And  guide  hm  ireaty  Mit  both  to  and  fro^ 
For  his  eye  %ht  him  failed  long  ygo  : 
And  on  bis  arma  bounch  of  keys  he  bore^ 
The  .whidt  unufed)  ruft  tlid  overgro^r : 
Thofc  were  tho  fe^  of  every  inner  door. 

But  he. could  noc  them  ufe^  boc  kept  them  ftUl  ia  fbrb« 

XXXI. 

But  very  undcuiA  fight  was  to  behold' 
How  he  did  £ifluon  hi&  untoward  paM : 
For  as  be  forward  oiov'd  his  footing  old. 
So  backitfird  ^1  was  turned  his  wrinkkd  ftce ) 
Unlike  to  men,  who  ever  as  they  trace. 
Both  feet  and  face  one  way  are  wont  10  lead. 
This  was  the  anciat  keeper  of  that  «place» 
And  fofter 'father  of  the  Giant  dead  -, 

Wk  name  IgMoro  did  his  nature  right  aread» 

XXXII. 

His  reverend  hairs  and  holy  gravity  ' 
The  Knight  much  honoured,  as/befemied  well^ 
And  gently  askt,  vrtitre  alt  the  people  be^  * 

Which  in  that  ftacely  boikltng  wontxo  dwell, 
"Who  anfwerd  him  full  foft,  be  could  not  teil. 
Again  be  askt,  where  that  fame.  Knight  Was  kiid^ 
Whom  great  Org^gko  with  his  puiflfance  fell 
Had  made  his  caidve  thrall ;  ;^n  he  faid^ 

He  could  not  tell :  ne  ever  other  an^er  made. 

XXXIIL 

Their  asked  b6»  ntfhich  way  he  in  might  pafs ; 
He  could  not  Jirll,  again  he  anfwered. 
Thereat  the  courteous  Knight  difpleaied  was^ 
And  faid,  Old  lire,  it  feems  thou  haft  not  lead 
How  ill  it  fits  with  that  fame  (ilver  head 
In  vain  to  mock,  or  mockt  in  vain  to  be: 
But  if  thou  be,  as  thou  arc  pourtrayed 
With  natures  pen,  in  ages  grave  d^ree^     v 
Aread  in  graver  wile^  what  1  demand  of  thee. 
-^  Ha 
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XXXIV. 
His  anfwer  V^tmllk  was,  he  coolj  noi  tcU« 
Whole  feiiieieft  fpcech,  aad. doted  ignotendB 
Whenas  the.  noble  Prince  had  maidced  well,  - 
He  gheft  hU  nttare  by  his  coumenaaccy   :: 
And  calm*d  bU  wrnch  with  .goodly  t^nqieramte'i 
Then  tq  him  ileppin&  from  his  arm  did  mch 
Thofe  keys,  «od  maoe  himielf  ftce  enteranoe. 
Each  door  he  opened  without  any  breach ;    . 
^There  was  no  bar  to  jftop^  nor  foe  him  co  enpcaefa. 

XXXV. 
There  all  within  MX  lidi  arrayed  he  fduod. 
With  royal  iims,.. and  lefplendent  gold^ 
And  did  with  (lore  of  every  linng  abound^ 
Thjit  gfeateft  Princes  prefenoe  might  bdaold  t 
But  all  the  floor  (too  filthy  to  be  told) 
"With  blood  of  giuitlefs  babes,  and  innocents  true. 
Which  t^nc  were  fiain,  as  (heep  out  of  the  fold. 
Defiled  was,  that  dreadful  was  to  view, 
And  facred.nihes  over  it  was  ftrawed  new. 

XXXVI. 
And  there  befide  of  marbk  ftone  was  built 
An  altar,  carv*d  with  cunning  imagoy^ 
On  which  true  chriftians  blood  was  often  (pUt, 
And  holy  martyrs  often  doen  to  dye. 
With  cruel  malice  and  ftrong  tyranny : 
Whpfe  bleiled  fpritcs  from  underneath  the  ftone 
To  God  for  vengeance  cry'd  cononUally, 
And  with  great  grief  were  ofcen  heard  to  grone,  . 
Thatharjdcft  heart  would  bleed,  tohcar  their  pidousmoo*. 

XXXVII. 
Through  every  room  he  fought,  and  ev^  bowre^ 
But  no  where  could  he  find  that  woeful  thrall :  - 
At  laft  he  came  unto  an  iron  door, 
Tl&.t  faft  was  lockt,  but  key  fouml  not  all 
Emongft  that  bounch,  to  open  it  withall  ^ 
But  in  the  fame  a  little  grate  was  pight. 
Through  which  he  fent  his  voice,  and  loud  did  call 
With  all  his  powre,  to  weet  if  living  wight 
Were  houfed  there  within,  whom  he  enlargen  mig^. 
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*    xxxvni. 

Therewith,  an  hoHqw,  drearr^  mtinhuring  voice 
Theie  phious  plaiflts  and  aoloun  did  refound ) 
O  who  is  4hat,  which  brings  me  happy  choice 
Of  deacht  that  here  \je  dying  etrery  ftound^ 
Yet  live  perforce  in  balefm  darknefs  bound  ? 
For  now  three  moorts  have  diangcd  thrice  their  hew» 

/  And  have  been  thrice  hid  underneath  the  ground,' 
Since  I  the  heavens  chearful  face  did  view : 

O  wriotae  thou,  that  doft  of  death  bring  tydings  fru^. 

XXXIX. 

Which  when  diat  champion  heard,  with  piercing  point 
Of  oity  dear  bis  heart  was  thrilled  ibre. 
And  trembling  horror  ran  through  every  joint, 
Fqr  filth  of  gende  Knight  fo  foul  ferlore : 
Whidi  (hakina  ofl^  he  rent  that  iron  door. 
With  furious  force,  and  indignation  feU ; 
Whg«  entred  in,  his  foot  could  find  no  floor. 
But  all  a  deep  defeent,  as  dark  as  hell. 

That  breathed  ever  forth  a  filthy  baneful  imelh 

XL. 

But  neither  daiicnefs  foul  nor  filthy  bands. 
Nor  iioyous  finell  bis  purpofe  could  with-hold, 
(Entire  afledibn  hateth  nicer  b^d&) 
But  that  with  oonftant  zeal,  and  courage  bold. 
After  Ipng  pains  and  labours  manifold. 
He  found  the  means  that  prifoner  up  to  rear  s 
Whofe  feeUe  thighs' unable  to  uphold 
His  pmed  corfe,  him  fcarce  to  light  could  bean 

A  rueful  fpe&acle  of  death  and  gbaiUy  drear* 

xu. 

Hb  iad  didF  eyes  deep  ibnk  in  hollow  pics, 
Could  not  endure  th'  unwonted  fun  to  view ; 
fiU  bare  thin  cheeks  for  want  of  better  bits. 
And  empty  fides  deceived  of  their  due, 
Cpuld  make  a  fixmy  heart  his  hap  to  rue } 
His  rawbone  arms,  whofe  mighty  brawned  bowrcs 
Were  wont  to  rive  ftccl  plates,  and  helmets  hew. 
Were  clean  confum'd,  and  all  his  vital  powrcs 

Pecay'd^  and  all  bis  flelh  Oirunk  up  like  withered  fipwrcsl 
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XLIL 

Whom  when  kts  Ladf  faw,  co  him  ihe  ran 
With  hafty  joy  :  to  fee  him  made  her  glad. 
And  fad  to  view  his  vifage  pale  and  wan. 
Who  earft  in  flowres  of  freflieft  youth  was  clad. 
Tho  when  her  Well  of  cears  flie  wafted  had. 
She  faid.  Ah  deareft  Lord,  what  evil  ftar 
On  you  hath  frown'd,  and  pour'd  his  influence  bad^ 
That  of  yourfelf  ye  thus  berobbed  are, 

An^  this  mifleemtng  hew  your  manly  looks  doth  mam, 

XLIII. 

Put  welcome  now  my  Lord,  in  wefe  or  woe, 
Whofe  prefence  I  have  lackt  too  long  a  day ; 
An^  fie  on  fortune  mine  avowed  fo^, 
Whofe  wrathful  wreaks  themfelves  do  now  alaf ^ 
And  for  thefe  wrongs  fhall  treble  penance  pay 
Of  treble  good  :  good  grows  of  evils  prie^ 
The  cheerlefs  man,  whom  forrow  did  difmay. 
Had  no  delight  to  treaten  of  his  grief; 

His  long  endured  famine  needed  snore  relief* 

XLIV. 

Fair  Lady,  then  faid  that  vi£l:ori6ur  Kni^t, 
The  thin^  that  grievous  were  to  do,  or  bcar^ 
Them  to  renew,  I  wot,  breeds  na  delight ; 
Beft  mufick  breeds  diflike  in  loathing  ear : 
But  th'only  good  that  grows  of  pafled  fear. 
Is  to  he  wife,  and  ware  of  like  agen. 
This  days  enfample  hath  this  leflbn  dear 
Deep  written  in  my  heart  with  iron  pen, 

*^  That  bli(s  may  not  ^bide  in  ftate  of  mortal  men. 

*  XLV. 

}Ienceforth  fir  Knight^:  take  to  you  wonted  ftrength, 
And  mafter  thefe  milhaps  with  patient  might; 
ho  where  your  foe  lyes  ftretcht  in  monftrous  length  ; 
And  lo  that  wicked  woman  in  your  fight. 
The  root  of  all  j^our  care,  and  wretched  plight. 
Now  in  your  jJowrc,  to  let  her  live  or  dye. 
To  do  her  dye  (quoth  U^a)  were  defpight. 
And  (hame  i^avenge.fo  weak  an  enemy  ; 

Svt  fpotl  her  of  her  Igarkt  robe,  and  let  her  fly* 
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XLVL 

So,  as  (he  bade,  that  Witch  they  diiarraya. 
And  lobb'd  of  royal  robes,  and  purple  pall^ 
And  ornaments  that  richly  were  difplay'd; 
Ne  fpared  they  to  (trip  her  naked  all. 
Then  when  they  had  defpoyFd  her  tire  and  call^ 
Such  as  (he  vras,  their  eyes  might  her  behold. 
That  her  mifhapen  parts  did  them  appall, 
A  loathly,  wrinkled  hag,  ill  favour'<C  old, 

Who&  fecret  filth,  good  manners  hiddeth  not  be  told. . 

XLVII. 

Her  crafty  head  was  altogether  bald. 
And  (as  in  hate  of  honourable  eld)    - 
Was  over-grown  with  fcurf  and  filthy  fcald  5 
Her  teeth  oqt  of  her  rotten  gums  were  feld. 
And  her  fowre  breath  abominably  fmeld ;  * 
Her  dried  dugs,  like  bladders  licking  wind. 
Hung  down,  and  filthy  matter  from  them  weld  ^ 
Her  wrizled  skin,  as  rough  as  maple  rind. 

So  fcabby  was,  that  would  h^ve  loach  d  all  woman-kind. 

XLVIII. 

Her  neather  parts,  the  ihame  of  all  her  kind. 
My  cbafter  mufe  for  fhame  doth  blufh  to  write : 
But  at  her  rump  fhe  growing  had  behind 
A  foxes  tail,  with  dung  all  touly  dight ; 
And  eke  her  feet  moft  monftrous  were  in  fight ; 
For  one  of  them  was  like  an  eagles  claw, 
With  griping  ulons  arm'd  to  greedy  fight. 
The  other  like  a  bears  uneven  paw: 

More  ugly  fiiape,  yet  never  living  creature  faw. 

XLIX. 

Which  when  the  Kn^hts  beheld,  amaz'd  they  were. 
And  wonderd  at  fo  foul  deformed  wighL 
Supfai  then  (£ud  U$ki}  a&  fiie  feemeth  hero. 
Such  is  (he  face  of  filllhood,  fuch  the  fight 
Of  foul  Duejfaj  when  Ker  borrowd  light 
Is  laid  away,  .and  counterfefaunce.  known. 
Thi^^  when  they  had  the  Witch  difrobed  qaight; 
And  all  her  fildiy  feature  open  fhown, 

3%ey;kt.hec  go.at.wiU,..and  wander  ways  unknown. 
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She  flying  faS  from  lieavens  hated  hict^ 
And  from  the  world  that  her  difcoirer'd  widcs 
Fled  to  the  waftfbl  wildernefs  apace, 
{^rom  living  e^es  her  open  ihame  to  hide, 
And  lurkt  in  rocks  and  caves  kmg  tinefpkle. 
But  that  ffur  cttw  of  Knights,  and  Una  fairs 
Did  in  that  caftle  afterwards  ainde. 
To  reft  themfelves,  and  weary  powfes  repair, 

yfllicft  ftore  they  ^nd  of  all  that  dainty  ^u  and  raie, 


1 
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CANTO    IX, 

H/i  hots  and  Snage  Arthur  ieOs^ 

^be  KnigbU  knit  friendly  bands : 
^  Trevifan  flies  from  D^ir^ 
'  fybm  tUdcrofs  Kmgbt  witbfiands^ 

I, 

O  goodly  gokiea  chimin,  wherewith  yfere. 
The  vercues  linked  are  in  lovely  wife  \ 
And  noble  minds  of  yore  allied  were^ 
In  brave  purfuic  of  chcvalrous  empriie. 
That  none  did  others  fafecy  defpife. 
Nor  aid  envy  to  him  in  need  that  ftands, 
But  friendly  each  did  others  praife  devife 
How  to  advance  with  favourable  hands, 
JVs  (hisgoodPrin^e  r^^eem'd  thcjR^(/cr^I(nightfjroo)ba9((fac» 

Who  when  their  pawi«s  empair*d  thcqi^  iaboor  loog^ 
With  due  repaft  they  had  recured  well, 
And  thaf  weak  captive  yfi^t  now  wexed  fliqngs 
Them  lift  no  longer  there  at  kifore  dwell. 
But  fpnyard  fare,  as  their  adventures  fell : 
But  ere  they  parted,  Una  fair  bofought 
That  It^anger  Knight  his  name  and  nation  teli'i 
Left  fo  great  good  as  he  for  her  h^d  wrought, 

^h^W^cl  die  qnkg99^n^  and  buqe4  bis  ifx  thankids  ttioyg^^Si 
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iir. 

Fnr  Vir^n  (fifid  the  Priace)  ye  ihe  reqctm  ! 

A  thing  without  the  oompali  of  my  wit : 
For  both  ^e  linage  ah4  the  oertain  Sire 
From  which  I  ipniin;,  fromme sre  hidden  yee. 
For  all  fo  fQ0a*4tt  iite  did  nie  admit 
Into  this  world)  and  fhewcd  beavefns  Kght» 
From  roothen  pap  I  taken  wsaa-  unfit, 
'  And  ftraight  delitrerM  to  a  Fairy  Knigh^ 
^0  be  upbroui^  in  gende  thews  and  martial  might  j    ^ 

Unto  old  fimm  he  me  brought  byKve, 
Old  TimB^  who  in  youthful  years  hath  been 
In  warlike  feats  th'  cxperteil  man  alive. 
And  is  the  wiieft  now  on  earth  I  ween  ^ 
His  dwelling  is  low  in  a  valley  green. 
Under  the  foot  of  JXauran  moffie  hore. 
From  whence  the  river  Dee  as  filver  clean 
Hiar  tumbling  billows  rolls  ^th  gentle  tort  t 

There  all  my  days  be  trained  me  up  in  virtuous  loie^  ^ 

V. 

Thither  the  great  magician  MtrStt  came. 
As  w;^  his  ule,  oft-times  to  vUit  me : 
For  he  had  charge  my  difcipUne  to  fnime^ 
And  tutors  nouriture  to  overfee. 
Him  oft  and  oft  I  askt  in  privity. 
Of  what  loyns  and  what  linage  I  did  fprings 
Whofe  anfwer  bade  me  ftill  aifured  be. 
That  I  was  fon  and  heir  unto  a  King» 

/ur  time  iq  her  juft  term  the  truth  to  light  flionld  faring' 

VL  ^ 

Well  worthy  in^p,  iaid  thea  tliei^sdy  gen|^ 
And  pupil  fit  for  fuch  a  tutors  band. 
But  what  advtniure,  or  what  high  iaieisi  * 

Jiath  brought  you  hiilier  ioto^  Fairy  landp    - 
Are^  Prince  j^Jbia\  crown  of  martial  band  t 
f'uU  hard  it  is  (quoth  he)  to  readai^r 
The  courfe  of .  heavenly  caufe,  Orondeiftand 
The  fecret  .meaning  ofr  th^  eternal  nught, 

7batfi)lesaieQSway8^  an^ridestlMitbou^tofiiiiagwigHt^ 
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VII. 

For  whfether  he  through  fatal  deep  fof^el^t 
Me  hither  fent,  for  caufe  to  me  imgheft. 
Or  that  frefli  bleeding  wound,  which  day  and  night 
Whitome  doth  rankle  in  my  riven  br^alU    ' 
With  forced  fury  following  his  befaeaft. 
Me  hither  brought  by  ways  yet  fiev(zx  found,    ' 
You  to  have  helpt  I  hold  ttiyfclf  yet  bhSu 
Ah  courteous  Knight  (quoth  ihe)  ttdiat  lecrdt  wound 

Could  ever  find,  to  grieve  the  gentlcft  heart  oo  grouoiir 

VIIL 

Dear  Dame  (quoth  he)  you  (leeping  fpirks  awake. 
Which  troubled  once,  mto  huge  flames  will  grow, 
Ne  never  will  their  fervent  fury  flake. 
Till  living  moifture  into  fmoak  do  flow. 
And  wafted  life  do  lie  in  a{hes  low.' 
Yet  fithence  filence  Ieflc:neth  not  my  firt  * 

(But  told,  it  flamfes  ^  and  hidden,  it  does  glow) 
I  will  ceveal  what  ye  fo  much  defire : 

Ah-Ldve^  lay  down  thy  bow,  the  whiles  I  may  refpiieJ 

IX. 

It  was  in  frelheft  flowre  of  youthful  years. 
When  courage  flrfl:  does  creep  in  manly  chefl. 
Then  fir(^  the  coal  of  kindly  heat  appears 
To  kindle  love  in  every  living  breaft  ; 
But  me  had  wara'd  old  Timoffs  wife  beheaft, 
Thofe  creeping  flames  by  reafon  to  fubdue. 
Before  their  rage  grew  to  fo  great  unreft, 
As  mifcrablc  lovers  ufe  to  rue. 

Which  ftill  wex  old  in  woe,  while  woe  itilL  wexeth  new. 

X. 

That  idle  nj^pie  of  lovt ^'  and  Ibviera  life,  ' . ' 

As  lofs  of  time,  and  vermes  enemy 
I  ever  fcqm'd,  and  joy'd  to  )(Ur  up  ftrife. 
In  midde^  of  their  raoprnfui  tragedy/  . 

Ay  Wbnt  to  Jaugh,  when  them  I  heait)  to  cry ; 
And  blow  the  fire  .which  them  to  afhes  brent : . 
TheirlQod  himfolf  gricr'd  at  mylibtsrty,  i 

Shot  many.^  dait  Bfr^sic^ith. fierce. intent, 

9ut  I  tbeai.wiir4ed^;^llh  wary  goTemmcnt* 
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XI. 

But  all  in  vain  :  no  fort  can  be  fo  ftnsng^ 
Ne  flelhly  breaft  can  armed  be  fd  ibund. 
But  will  at  Jaft  be  won  with  battry  long. 
Or  unawares  at  difadvantage  found } 
Nothong  is  fure  that  grows  on  earthly  ground :   • 
And  who  mofttrufts  in  arm  bf  flelhly  might. 
And  boafts  in  beauties  chain  not  to  be  bound. 
Doth  iboneil  fall  in  difadventrous  fight, 

And  yidd  his  caitive  neck  to  vidors  moft  defbight 

XII. 

Enfample  make  of  him  your  haplefs  joy. 
And  of  my  felf  now  mated,  as  ye  fee : 
Whole  prouder  vaunt,  that  proud  avenging  boy 
Did  foon  pluck  down,  and  curb'd  my  liberty. 
For  on  a  day,  prickt  forth  with  jollity 
Of  loof<!r  Kfe,  and  heat  of  hardiment,  ■ 
Ranging  the  foreft  wide  on  courier  free. 
The  fields,  the  floods,  the  heavens  with  one  confent 

I^  feem  to  laugh  on  me,  and  favour  mine  intent.  ^  • 

XIIL 

For  wearied  with  my  fports,  I  did  alight 
From  lofty  fteed,  and  down  to  flecp  me  laid ; 
The  verdant  grafs  my  couch  did  goodly  dight. 
And  pillow  was  my  helmet  fair  difplay'd : 
While  every  fenfe  the  humour  fweet  embay'd. 
And  flumbring  foft  my  heart  did  fteal  away. 
Me  fecmed  by  my  fide  a  royal  maid 
Her  dainty  limbs  full  fofdy  .down  did  lay  2 

So  fair  a  creature  yet  faw  never  funny  day,  ". 

XIV. 

Mod  goodly  glee  and  lovdy  blandifhment 
She  to  me  mad^,  and  bade  me  love  her  dear  1 
For  dearly  fure  her  love  was  to  me  bent. 
As  when  juft  time  expired  (hould  appear. 
But  whether  dreams  delude,  or  true  it  were, 
'  Was  never  heart  IbVaviKht  with  delight, 
Ne  living  man  like  words  did  ever  hear, 
As  flie  to  me  deliver*d  all  that  night  j 

And  at  her  parting  faid,  (he*  Queen  of  Faries  bight. 
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XV. 

When  I  awoken  and  SOortd  her  plArt  devoidy    :  '        : 
And  nougbc  btft  pteflfcd  gr^fs  whcfe  Jhe  had  Ifca, 
I  forrow'd  all  fb  nrach,  as  carft  I  jo]r*d. 
And  waihcd  all  her  place  with  watry  eycm. 
FroKrt  that  day  forth,  I  lov'd  that  face  divine  ; 
From  that  ds^  forth  I  caft  in  careful  mtnd^ 
To  f0tk  her  out  wUh  labdur  a^d  Idng  tine. 
And  never  vow  to. reft,  till  her  I  find. 

Nine  months  I  ^k  in  vain,  yet  ni^il  that  vow  utMndL 

xvr. 

Thus  as  he  fpake,  bis  vlfage  wexed  pale,  * .  { 

And  change  of  hew  great  pailion  did  bewrajr  %  . 
Yet  fli)i  he  ftrove  to  cloak  his  inward  bale, 
And.hide  the  fmoak  that  did  his  fire  difplay^ 
Till  gentle  Una  thus  to  him  *gan  fay ; 
O  happy  Queen  of  Faries^  that  haft  found 
Mongft  ma^ny,  one  that  with  his  prowefs  may 

*   Defend  thine  honour,  and  thy  foes  confound ; 

True,  loves  are  often  fo3^n,  but  feldom  grow  on  groiUKL ' 

XVIL 

Thine,  O  then  faid  the  gentle  Rtdkr^fi^yLnx^l^  1 

Next  tb  that  Ladies  lore  ihall  be  the  place^ 
O  fajreft  virgin,  full  of  heavenly  light, 
Whofe  wondrous  faith  exceeding  earthly  race. 
Was  jlrmeft  fixt  in  mine  extreameft  caje. 
And  ypu  my  Lord,  the  patron  of  my  life. 
Of  that  great  Queen  may  well  gain  worthy  grace  t 
For,  only  worthy  you,  through  prowefs  prief 

If  living  man  mote  worthy  be,  to  be  her  uef* 

XVIIL 

So  diverflv  dtfeourfing  of  their  feves^ 
The  golden  fun  hit  ghftring  head  'gan  fhew. 
And  fad  remembrance  now  the  Prince  amoves* 
With  fre(h  defire  his  voyage  to  purfue : 
AIs  Unfl  eariiVi  her  travel  to  renew. 
Then  thoie  two  Knights,  faft  friend(hip  for  lo  biad. 
And  love  (;fi^i&  each  to  other  true. 
Gave  goodly  gifts,  the  figns  of  graieful  mind, 

And.e^  ihe  t>lc4d^  !oMXXk^  right  hands  toother  ioyo^il. 
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Prince  j6^il9r  ^are  a  box  of  ditinoiid  fuiir»         \  ^ 
Embowd  with  ^Id  «od  gor^fleous  oraament,..  i 
Wherein  weoe  clos'd  few  drops  6{  liquor  pusef  • 
^t)f  wondrous. worthy  MdvercueexcellefliCy 
That  any  wcAind  oould  heal  incontinenti:    .  ..  /  / 
Which  to  teqtiitr,  the  RaUrift  Kotght  him  gave  i 
A  book  wfaoKin  his  9a?riour*s  ^eftainent      .:J .  %. . 
*Wal  writ  with  goldef  letters  rich  and  brave;  .  t 

A  wovk  of  woiidrdua  grace^  and  .able  fouls  to  iurse.^.  I 

XX. 

Thus  been  ilicjr  pacttd^  ^/iar  cm  bis  way         ' 
To  feck  his  lore,  and  th'otiiur  for  to  fight 
With  Umu  foe,  that  all  her  risalsn  did  prey* 
But  Ihe  now  weiglung  the  decayed.plight,  . 
And  (hninken  finews  of  her  chbftn  Knight, 
Would  not  awhile iier  forwardixourfe  purfue^    •  I 
Ne  bring  him  forth  in  face  of  dreadful  fight,  . 
Till  he  recovered  had  his  former  faew :  ^1 

9or  bim  to  be  yet  weak  and  weary,  well  Ihe  knew**  «"- 

XXL 

So  aa  they  travell'di  lo  they  'gan  e^.     . 
An  armed  Knight  towaras  them  gallop  £i^  . 
That  feemed  from  fome  feared  foe  to  flie^ 
Or  other  gricfly  thing  that  him^aghaft. 
Still  as  he  fled,  his  eye  was  backward  caft^ 
As  if  his  fear  ftill  fdlow'd  him  behind ; 
Als  flew  his  fteed,  as  he  his  bands  had  braft. 
And  with  hlS$  wingsd  heels  did  tuead  the  wind^  - 

JLm  he  bad  beanra  fofe  of  Peg^fi^  faasvkind*     e    - 

XXIL 

Nigh  as  he  drew,  chey  might  perceiire  his  head'' 
To  be  imarm'd^  and  curt'd  uncombed  hairs  . 
Upftarin'g  ftifiT,  difinayVl  with  uncouth  dread  v     ^ 
Nor  drop  of  blood  in  all  his  face  appears,    _ 
Nor  life  in  ttmb :  and  to  increafehis  fears. 
In  foul  reproach  of  Knighthoods  fair  degree,    > 
About  his  neck  a  hempen  rope  be  wears. 
That  with  has  gliftring  arms. does  ill  agree ; 

JBut  he  -of  .)!Qpe  oj^  ^arins  has .  now  zio  memory.- 


t  * » 


•  1 
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XXIII. 

The  ^/J^^y}  Knight  toward  htm  citsAd&ft,  { 

To  weet  what  mifber  wight  was  fo  difmay*d  t 
There  him  he  finds  a}l  fenfelefs  and  aghaft. 
That  of  hmlfelf  he  lecoi'd  to  be  afraid ;   ^       .    .1 
Whom  hardly  he  from  flying  forv^ard  ilaM# 
Till  he  thefe  words  to  htm  deliver  io^^t^ 
Sir  Knight^  acead  who  hath  yc  thus  arraid»       }    . 
And  eke  from  whcnn  make  ye  tlua  hafty  flight  f  ,  - 

For  never  Knight  I  law  in  fuch  n^i&eming  plight     .  v. 

XXIV. 

He  anfwer'd  nought  at  all ;  but  achfingnew      ^ 
Fear  to  his  firft  amascetiient,  (taring  wide 
With  ftony  eye8»  aisd:  beartlefs  hollow  hew,^ 
Ailonifht  ftood, :  as  tme  that  had  eijpy 'd. 
Infernal  furies,  wtthiheir  cbaina  unty'd«    . 
Him  .yet  again,  and  yet  again  befpake. 
The  gentle  Knight  *,  who  nought  to  him  repljr'dfl 
But  trembling  every  joynt  did  inly  quake, .      [fix<ke« 

And  foltring  tongue  at.  laft  thele.  words  feem'd  forth  ,t6 

XXV. 

For  God's  dear  love.  Sir  Knight,  dd^me-not  ^f  i '      . 
For  lo,  he  comes,  he  coQies  fait  after  me. 
Eft;  looking  back^  would  fain  have  run  away  i 

But  he  him  forct  toitay^  and  tellen  tree « 

The  lecret  caufe  of  his  perplexity : 
Yet  nathemore  by  his. bold  hearty  fpeech. 
Could  his  blood -'frozen  beart  emboldned  be ;    • 
But,  through  his  boldneis  rather  fear  <Gd  reach : 

Yet  forct»  at  lad  he  made  through  (ilence  iuddain  breach* 

XXVI. 

And  am  I  nOw  in  iafety  fure  (^oth:hej^ 
From  him  that  would  have  k>tced  me  to  dye  f  . 
And  is  the  point  of  death  now  turned  from  me» 
That  1  may  tell  this  hapleis  hiftory  ?  .     . 

Fear  nought  (quoth  he)  no  danger  now  is  nigtu 
Then  ihall  I  you  recount  a  rueful  ca& 
(Said  he^  the  which  with  this  unlucky  eye 
I  late  beheld,  and  bad  not  greater  grace 

Me  reft  from  it>  haii  been  partaker  o  1  the  place*  -        1 


1  lately  chauftcr  (#cjuld  I  had  ncv«r  chauncc)  *.    * 
With  a  fair  Knight  to  keepen  companee. 
Sir  Terwk  highc,  that  weft  himfelt  advauncc      *  ; 
la  all  afiairs,  and  was  both  bold  and  frec» 
But  not  fo  happy  as  mote  hap|)y  be : 
He  lov'd,  at  Was  his  lot,  a  Lady  geiit^         -  '  ' 
That  him  again  \w*d  in  tKe  leaft  degree  ;  ' . 

For  flie  was  proud,  and  of  too  high  intent. 

And  JQy*d  to  iec  her  Lover  languifli  and  lament/    •     ^ 

xxvni. 

From  whom  returning  fad  and  cbftifortlefs,  ' .    ,'     V  ^ 
As  on  the  way- together  we  did  fare,  ^  ~ 

M^c  met  thai  villain  (God  from  him  me  blefs)  *    -  * 
That  curfed  wight,  Rx>m  whom  ;I  fcipt  whylear,  . 
A  man  of  hell^  char  6alls  himfelf  D^j^'r :        *    ' 
Who  fhft  us  greets,  and  after  fair  areeds 
Of  ty  dings  ftrange,  and  of  adventures  rare:'  ^    ' 
So  creeping  cloie,  as  fnake  in  hidden  weeds, '  ' 

Inquireth  of  out  ftates^  and  of  our  Knightly  deeds. 

XXIX. 

Which  when  he  knew,  and  felt  our  feeble  hearts 
£mboft  Mfith  bale, '  and  bitter  by  ting  grief. 
Which  love  had  iaunced  with  his  deadly  darts. 
With  wounding  words  and  lerms  of  foul  reprie^ 
He  pluckt  from  us  all  hope  of  due  relief,  - 
That  earft.  us  held  in  love  of  lingrtng  life  ; 
Then  hopelefs,  heartlefs,  ^gan  the  cunning  thief 
Perfwade  us  dye,  to  ftint  all  further  ftrife : 

To.tiie  he  lent. this  rope,  to  him  a  rufty  knife. 

XXX. 

With  whicb^d:  mihximent  of  hafty  death. 
That  wqeftil  Lover,  loathing  longer  tight, 
A  wide  way^mad^  to  let  forth  living  breath. 
But  I  cnore  fearful,  or  more  lucky  wrght-, 
Difmay'xl  with  that  deformed  difmal  fight. 
Fled  faft  away,  half  dead  with  dying  fear : 
Ne  yet  aflur'd  of  life  by  you,  Sir  Knight, 
Whofe  like  infirmity  like  chaunce  may  bear: 

But  God  you  never  let  his  charmed  (peecbes  hear^  •  - 


•  »        •       . 
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KXKX. 

How  may  A  man  (fa^  he)  with  Mle  %etfQ{i      .  I 

Be  won  to  fpoyl  the  caftle  pf  h^  health  ? 
I  wote  (quoch  he)  whom  tiyal  late  did  toachf 
That  like  would  not  ipr  all  tbi»  worlde^  wealth,  . 
His  fubtile  tongue,  like  drraping  honey,  nielt*dif 
Into  the  heart,  and  feancheth  every  >cia«,  i. 

That  ere  one  be  aw^it,  by.fecret  ft^aldi    .  .  T 

His  powre  is  ref(,  and  weakqefs  doth  remaiA  i 

O!  never  Tir  defire  to  try  his  guileAil.  train  t  .       *. 

XXXIL 

Certes  (faid  he)  him<;t  ihall  I  never  rt^j  .1 

Till  I  that  treachavirs  art  have  heaisd  and  tride ;    . 
And  you  Sir  .Knight,  whofe  naoie  mote  i  reqtie^ 
Of  giiac^  do  9^  pi>to  hh  cabiti  g»^  > 
I'that  hight  Tripfan  (quoth  he)  wm  rUb 
(Againft  ipy  liking)  back  to  do  jEOiii^gracx^-      ^ 
But  not  for  gold  nor.  glee  wiU  I  abide 
By  you,  when  ye  arrive-in  that. f^me.  place  i 

For  liefer  ha4  I  dyp»  E^n  fee  bi^  deadly  &ce.  .    I 

XXXIIL 

Ere  long  they  come,  where  that  fame  wifiked.  wighi    > 
His  dwelling  has,  Jdw  in  an  hollow  tavtt  v 

Far  underneath  a  cra^^y  cliff  ypight, 
Darkf  doleful,  dr^ryi .  like  a  greedy  grave, 
l^hat  ftill  for  (carrion  carcai^s  doth  crave :    . 
On  top  whereof  ay  dwdt  the  gafUy  Owl, 
Shfieking  his  baleful  ticXe, .  which  ever  ckavt . 
Far  from  that  hauQt  ail  other  chearful  fowl  h        - 

And  ail  about  it  wandring  ghofts  did  waihand  IkntL 

XXXIV. 

And  all  about*  old  ftocks  and  ftubs  of  ffpeta^  .  ' 
Whereon  por.  fruit,  nor.  leaf  il^as  Oftf  Ihen^ 
Did  hang  upon  the  ragged  rocky  koeeti . 
On  which  had  noaby  wretchca  hanged  been# 
Whofe  carcafes  were  fcattred  on  the  green. 
And  thrown  about  the  clifis.    Arrived  there. 
That  bare*faead  Knigt^tf  for  dread  and  doleful  teeo^ 
Would  fain  have  ficd,  nt  durft  approchen  near  s 

But  th'  other  forct  turn  ftay,  and  comforted  in  fine*     1 


XXXV. 

That  darkfome  cftft  tksj  enter,  where  they  find 
That  turied  man,  low  fitting  on  the  ground^ 
Mufin^  full  fadly  in  bis  fullen  mind  ; 
Hia  gnei^  locks^  long  growen,  and  unbound^ 
Diibrdfeo  hting  about  his-  (boulders  round. 
And  hid  his  face )  throuflfh  which  his  hoUow  eyn« 
Lookt  dea^y  dull,  and  ftaited  as  aftound ; 
His  rawbone  cheeks,  dirough  penury  and  pine, 

Were  fhrunk  into  his  jaws,  as  he  did  never  dine. 

XXXVI. 

His  oarment  nought  but  many  ra^ed  clouts^ 
With  thorns  together  pinned  and  patched  was^ 
The  which  his  naked  fides  he  Wrapt  abouts  i 
And  him  befide  there  lay  upon  the  grafs 
A  dreary  coHe,  whofe  life  away  did  pafs. 
All  wallow'd  in  his  own  yet  luke^warm  bloody 
Hiat  from  his  wound  yet  welled  frefii  alafs  ^ 
In  whkh  a  rufty  knife  faft  fixed  ftood^ 

And  made  an  open  paflage  for  the  gufliing  flood* 

XXXVII. 

Which  pitious  fpedacle,  approving  true 
The  woeful  tale  that  ^revi/an  had  told, 
Whenas  the  gentle  Rsdcro/s  Knight  did  view. 
With  firie  zeal  he  burnt  in  courage  bold. 
Him  to  «renge  before  his  blood  were  cold. 
And  to  the  villain  faid^  thou  damned  wight^ 
The  author  of  this  fa6t  we  here  behold. 
What  juftice  pan  but  judge  againft  thee  rights 

With  thine  ovn  blood  to  price  his  blood,  here  (bed  in  tight* 

XXXVIIL 

What  frantick  fit  ("quoth  he)  hath  thus  diftraught 
Thee  foofifh  man,  lb  rafli  a  doom  to  give  ? 
What  juftice  ever  other  judgment  taught. 
But  he  fliould  dye^  who  merits  not  to  live  f 
Noneelfe  to  death  this  man  defpairing  drive^ 
But  his  own  guilty  mind  deferving  death. 
Is  then  tti^uft  to  each  his  due  to  give  ? 
Or  let  him  dye^  that  loatheth  living  breath  f 

Or  let  him  dye  at  eafei  that  liveth  here  uneath  f 
Vol*  I.  i 
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XXXIX. 

Who  travels  by  the  weary  wandruig  way. 
To  come  unto  his  wiflied  home  in  hafte,  * 
And  meets  a  flood  that  doth  his  palfiige  ftay,    . 
Is  not  great  'grace  to  help  him  overpaft, 
Or  free  bis  feet,  that  in  the  mire  itick  fail  ? 
Moft  envious  man,  that  grieves  at  neighbours  gpod^ 
And  fond,  that  joyeft  in  the  woe  thou  haft. 
Why  wilt  not  let  him  pafs,  that  long  hath  flood 

Upon  the  bank,  yet  wik  thyfelf  not  pafs  the  flood  ? 

XL. 

He  there  does  now  enjoy  eternal  reft 
And  happy  eafe,  which  thou  doft  want  and  crave^ 
And  further  from  it  daily  wan^ereft  : 
What  if  fome  little  pain  the  pafiage  have. 
That  makes  frail  flem  to  fear  die  bitter  wave  ? 
Is  not  (hort  pain  well  borne,  that  brings  long  eafe^ 
And  lays  the  foul  to  fleep  in  quiet  grave? 
Sleep  after  toil,  port  after  ftormy  feas, 

Eafe  after  war,  death  after  life  does  greatly  pleafe* 

XLI. 

The  Knight  much  wondred  at  his  fuddain  wit. 
And  faid,  the  term  of  life  is  limited, 
Ne  may  a  man  prolong,  nor  (horten  it ; 
The  Souldier  may  not  move  from  Mratchful  fted» 
Nor  leave  his  ftand,  until  his  Captain  bed. 
Who  life  did  limit  by  almighty  doom 
(Quoth  he)  knows  beft  the  terms  eftablilhed  ; 
And  he  that  points  the  Centinel  his  room. 

Doth  licenfe  him  depart  at  found  of  morning  droom^ 

XLII. 

Is  not  his  deed,  what  ever  thing  is  done. 
In  heaven  and  earth  ?  did  not  he  all  create 
To  dye  again?  all  ends  that  was  begun. 
Their  times  in  his  jsternal  book  of  fate 
Are  written  fure,  and  have  their  certain  date. 
Who  then  can  ftrive  with  ftrone  neccffity,   . 
That  holds  the  world  in  his  ftill  changing  ftate. 
Or  fliun  the  death  ordain'd  by  deftiny  ?      ; 

When  hour  ofdeath  is  come,  let  none  ask  whence;^  nor  why. 
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XLIII; 

The  longer  life, '  I  wott  the  greater  fin  i 
The  greater  fin,  the  greater  punifhmcnt : 
All  thofe  great  battles  which  thou  boafb  to  wtd| 
Through  ftrife,  and  blood(hed»  and  arengemenC^ 
Now  prais'd,  hereafter  dear  thou  flialt  repent : 
For  life  muft  life,  an4  blood  mufi:  blood  repay* 
Is  not  enough  thy  evil  life  forefpent  ? 
For  he  that  once  hath  milled  the  right  way, 

The  further  he  doth  go,  the  further  he  doth  ftray« 

XLIV. 

Then  do  no  further  go,  no  further  ftray^ 
But  here  lye  down,  and  to  thy  reft  betake^ 
Th*  ill  to  prevent,  that  life  enfewen  may. 
For  what  hath  life,  that  may  it  loved  make^ 
And  gives  not  rather  caufe  it  to  forfake  i 
Fear,  ficknefs,  age,  lofs,  labour,  forrow,  ftrife^ 
Pain,  hunger,  cold,  that  makes  the  heart  to  qiiake  | 
And  ever  fickle  fortune  rageth  rife, 

All  which,  and  thoufands  more,  do  make  a  loitbfome  life« 

XLV.. 

Thou  wretched  nun,  of  death  haft  greateft  need» 
If  in  true  ballance  thou  wilt  weigh  thy  ftate  t 
For  never  Knight  that  dared  warlike  deed,  I 

More  luckleis  difaventures  did  anmte  : 
Witnefs  the  4ungeon  deep,  wherein  of  late 
Thy  life  fiiut  up,  for  death  fo  oft  did  call ;  ] 

And  though  good  luck  prolonged  hath  thy  date^ 
Yet  death  then  would  the  like  mifhaps  foreftall^ 

Into  the  which  hereafter  thou  may  ft  happen  falK 

XLVL 

Why  then  doft  thou,  O  man  of  fin,  defire 
To  draw  thy  days  forth  to  their  laft  degree? 
Is  not  the  meafure  of  thy  finful  hire 
High  heaped  up  with  huge  iniquity, 
Againft  the  day  of  wrath,  to  burden  thee  i 
Is  not  enough,  that  to  this  Lady  mild 
Thou  falfed  haft  thy  faith  with  perjury. 
And  fold  thyfelf  to  krvc  JDueffa  vild. 

With  whom  in  all  abufe  thou  haft  thy  felf^defil'd  i 

la 
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XLVII, 

Is  not  he  juft,  that  all  this  doth  behokl 
From  higheft  heaven,  and  bears  an  «qud  eye  ? 
Shidl  he  thy  fins  up  in  his  knowledge  fold,' 
And  gaMty  be  of  thine  impiety  P 
Is  not  his  law,  let  -tv^ff  finder  dye : 
Dye  fhall  all  flefh  ?  what  then  Inuft  needs  be  done^ 
Is  it  not  better  to  die  willingly, 

'    Than  linger  tiU  the  gtafs  be  all  oilt-run  ? 

Death  is  the  end  k^  woes :  dye  foon,  O  Fmries  fon» 

XLVilL 

The  Knight  was  much  entnoMed  with  hiis  (peech. 
That  as  a  fwords  point  throug|h  -his  iteart  <Kd  pierce^ 
And  in  his  confcience  ma^e  a  fecret  breach. 
Well  knowing  true  iall  that  he  did  reherfe. 
And  to  his  frefh  remembrance  did  reverfe 
The  ugly  view  of  his  deformed  crimes. 
That  all  liis  manly  powres  it  did  difperfe. 
As  he  were  charmed  with  inchanted  rimes. 

That  oftentimes  he  quakt,  and  fainted  oftentknea. 

XLIX. 

In  which  amazement,  when  the  mifcreant 
Perceived  him  to  waver  weak  and  frail. 
Whiles  trembling  horror  did  his  confcience  dant. 
And  hellifh  anguilh  did  his  foul  afiail ; 
To  driv%  him  to  defpair,  and  quite  W  quail. 
He  (hew'd  him  painted  in  a  table  plain. 
The  damned  ghofts  that  do  in  torments  wail. 
And  thoufand  fiends  that  do  them  endlefs  pain 

With  fire  and  brimftene,  which  for  ever  Ihall  rraiain. 

L. 

The  fight  whereof  fo  throughly  him  difmay'd. 
That  nought  but  death  before  his  eyes  he  faw^ 
And  ever  burning  wrath  before  him  laid. 
By  righteous  fentence  of  th*  Almighties  law : 
Than  *^n  the  villain  him  to  overcraw. 
And  brought  unto  him  fwords,  ropes,  poifon,  fire. 
And  all  that  might  him  to  perdition  draw; 
And  bade  him  chufe  what  death  he  would  defire  : 

For  death  was  due  to  him,  that  had  provokt  Gods  ire* 
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LI. 

But  whenas  none  of  them  he  (aw  him  take. 
He  to  him  raught  a  daggter  (harp  ^pd  keen. 
And  gave  it  him-  in  faiancT :  his  hand  did  quake» 
And  tremble  like  a  leaf  of  Afpin  green. 
And  trottUed  bk>6d  through  his  pale  face  was  fctn 
To  come  and  go  wkh  tydings  from  th^  heart. 
As  it  a  running  meflenger  had,  been. 
At  laft,  rcfolv^d  to  wonc  his  final  fmart. 

He  lifted  up  his  hand,  th^  back  again  did  ftart. 

LII. 

Whicii  ^hen^s  Una  &w,  through  every  veiit 
The  crudled  cohl  ran  to  her  Well  of  life. 
As  in  a:iVoun :  but  foon  reliev*d  agam, 
Out  of  his  hand  flie  fnatcht  the  curfed  knife. 
And  threw  it  to  the  ground,  enraged  rife. 
And  to  him  faid,  fie,  fie  faint  hearted  Knight, 
What  mqaneft  thou  by  this  reproachful  ftrffe  ? 
Is  this  the  battle  which  thou  vaunt^ft  to  fight 

Witkthat  firc-motithe^  Dragon,  horrible  and  bright  ? 

LIII. 

Come,  come  away,  frail,  filly,  flefhly  wight, 
Ne  kt  va^  word$  bewitch  thy  manly  heart, 
Ne  diveliOi  thoughts  difmay  thy  conftaat  fprightv 
In  heaven ty  mercies  haft  thou  not  a  part  ? 
Why  fhouldfl  thou  tbea  defpair,  that  chofen  art  ? 
Where  juftice  gro^s,  there  grows  eke  greater  grace. 
The  wfvich  doth  quench  the  brond  of  heUiih  fmart. 
And  that  accurft  hand- writing  doth  deface : 

Arile,,  Sir  Knight,  arife,  and  kave  this  curfed  place. 

So  up  he  rofe,  and  thence  atnounted  ftreight. 
Which  when  the  carl  beheld,  and  faw  his  gueft 
Would  fafe  depart,  for  all  his  fubcile  fleight. 
He  chofe  an  halter  from  among  the  reft. 
And  with  i%  hung  himfelf,  unbid,  unbleft. 
But  death  he  could  not  work  himfelf  thereby  % 
For  thoufand  times  he  fo  himfelf  had  dreft. 
Yet  nathelefs  it  could  not  do  him  dye. 

Till  he  fhould  dye  his  laft,  that j$»  eternally. 
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C  A  NT  OX. 

Ber  faithful  Kmgbt  fair  Una  Mi^i  ' 

To  boufe  of  Holimfs ; 
Where  he  is  taught  repentance^  and 

Tk^  V>(Pf  to  Heavenly  bkfs. 

L 

WHat  man  is  he,  that  boafts  of  flefhlymig^^ 
And  yam  affurance  of  mortidity. 
Which  all  fo  foon  as  it  doth  come  to  fight 
Againft  fpiritual  foes,  yields  by  and  by. 
Or  from  the  field  moft  cowardly  doth  fly  ? 
Ne  let  the  man  afcribe  it  to  his  IkiU, 
Tb;it  thorough  grace  bath  gained  vidory. 
If  any  (trength  we  have,  it  is.  to  ill : 

]Byt  ^11  the  good  i?  Gods,  both  power  and  eke  wilL 

11. 

By  that  which  lately  hapned,  Una  law 

That  this  her  Knight  was  feeble,  and  too  faint  i 
And  all  his  finews  woxen  weak  and  raw, 
Through  long  imprifonment,  and  hard  conftraint. 
Which  he  endured  in  his  late  reftraint, 

.    That  yet  he  was  unfit  for  bloody  fight : 
Therefore  to  cherifh  him  with  diets  daint. 
She  caft  to  bring  hiqn,  where  he  chearen  might, 

Tipl  he  recovered  bad  his  late  decayed  plight. 

III. 

There  was  an  ancient  houfe  not  far  away, 

Renowned  throughout  the  world  for  facred  lore. 
And  pure  unfpotted  life :  fo  well  they  fay 
It  govern'd  u^s,  and  guided  evermore 
'Through  wifdom  of  a  matron  grave  and  horej; 
Whofe  only  joy  was  to  relieve  the  heeds 
Of  wretched  fouls,  and  help  the  helplefs  poorj 
All  night  ftje  fpent  in  bidding  of  her  beads, 

And  911  the  day  in  doing  good  and  godly  deeds^ 
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.  iv; 

Dame  CaSa  men  did  her  call^  asi  thought 
From  heaven  to  come,  or  thither  to  arife. 
The  mother  of  three  daughters  well  up-brought 
In  goodly  thews,  and  godly  exercife : 
The  cldcft  two  moft  fober,  chafte,  and  Wife, 
Fidelia  and  Speranza  virgins  were, 

.'  Though  fpous*d,  yet  wanting  wedlocks  folemnize ; 
But  fair  Cbariffa  to  a  lovely  tere 
^as  linSced,  and  by  him  had  many  pledges  dear. 

▼  • 

Arrived  there,  the  door  they  find  faft  lockt  \ 
For  it  was  warely  watched  night  and  day, 
For.fbar  of  many  foes  :  but  when  they  knockt. 
The  porter  opened  unto  them  ftraightway : 
He  was  an  aged  Sire  ail  hory  gray, 
lyith  looks  Aill  lowly  caft,  and  gate  full  flow. 
Wont  on  a  ftaff  his  feeble  fteps  to  (lay, 
Hight  Hkmilia.    They  pafs  in  (looping  low ; 

For  ftraight  and  narrow  was  the  way  which  he  did  ihow. 

VI. 

Each  goodly  thing  is  hardefl:  to  begin  : 
But  entred  in  a  fpacious  court  they  fee. 
Both  pfain,  and  pleafant  to  be  walked  in. 
Where  them  does  meet  a  Franklin  fair  and  free. 
And  entertains  with  comely  courteous  glee. 
His  name  was  ZeaU^  that  him  right  well  became ; 
For  in  his  fpeeches  and  behaviour  he 
Did  labour  lively  to  exprefs  the  fame , 

And  gladly  did  them  guide,  till  to  the  hall  they  came« 

VII. 

There  fairly  them  receives  a  gentle  Squire, 
Of  mild  demeanure,  and  rare  courtefie. 
Right  cleanly  clad  in  comely  fad  attire  ; 
In  word  and  deed  that  fliew'd  great  modefty. 
And  knew  his  good  to  all  of  each  degree, 
Hight  Reverence.    He  them  with  fpeeches  meet 
Does  fair  intreat ;  no  courting  nicety. 
But  fimj^  true,  and  eke  unfeighned  (Weet, 

As  might  become  a  Squire  fo  great  perfons  to  greet. 

I4 
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And  afterwards  dicm  tot  hl$  Dumb  h6  ktdi. 
That  aoed  Paine^  the  L4idy  oSAt  place : 
Who  aU  this  while  waa  bu&  al  her  beads : 
Which  doen,  ih^  up  arolb  vtdi  feemly  grace^ 
And  toward  them  full  maeronely  did  pace. 
Where,  when  that  latrcft  Um  Bit  bdield^ 
Whom  well  Ihe  knew  to  ipriag  from  b^^^enly  race» 
Her  heart  with  joy  unwonted  inly  fweld^ 

As  feeling  wondroua  comfort  in  ber  weaker  e|d» 

IX. 

And  her  embradrig  faidt  O  happy  eatnh. 
Whereon  thy  innocent  fett  do  ever  tread, 
Moft  virtuous  virgin,  bom  of  beaveaiy  birth* 
That  to  redeem  thy  woe&l  parents  hoad^ 
From  tyrants  rage,  and  ever*dying  dttad. 
Haft  wandred  through  the  world  now  long  a  dajTi 
Yet  ceafeft  not  thy  weary  folcs  to  lea4 
What  grace  hath  thee  now  hkher  l»:oi^;hC.  this  way  ^ 

Qr  dqep  thy  feeble  feet  iiinweeting  hither  SLnnf  ^ 

3(range  thing  it  is  an  errant  Knight  to  ftn 
Here  in  this  place,  or  any  other  wight. 
That  hither  turns  his  fteps.    So  few  there  be 
That  phufe  the  narrow  path,  c^r  feek  the  righe  x 
All  keep  the  broad  high-way*  and  take  dd%IiC 
With  mapy  rather  for  to  go  aftray,     . 
And  be  partakers  of  their  evil  plight. 
Than  with  a  few  to  walk  the  righteft  way  ( 

Q  fooliih  iQCfi  I  why  hafte  ye  (o  your  own  decay  I 

Thyfelf  to  iee,  and  tited  limbs  to  reft$ 
O  matrone  fage  (quoth  (he)  I  hither  came, 
And  this  good  Knight  his  way  with  me  addteft^ 
Led  with  thy  praifes  and  broad  blazed  fame. 
That  up  to  heaven  is  blown.   The  ancient  Darnc^ 
iim  goodly  |;reeted  in  her  inodeft  guiic. 
And  encertaind  them  both)  ^s  beft  became. 
With  all  the  courc'fies  that  (he  could  devifc, 

I^e.  waited  w^bt,  %q  (hew  her  feovinttous  or  wijfef 


Thus  as  they  !aM  oFiM^.dlu)lBa.dr?iie« 
Lo  two  i*«#g$KH]ly  vii^9«  w^  m  pb(e^ 
Ylmke4  arm  iasyfa  in  l^\^y.»i^ 
Widft^QttR&inMwe  denwrct  wd  modeft  grace^ 
They  numbrod  civw  ftfpft»  and  eqpal  pace : 
Cf  wfakk  the  d([Vli^.  idbM  i?^i^.hig^t» 
lAe fumy  bMms  threw frornhfor  chryfial  face» 
That  coidd:  bure  da&'d  di^  ia<h  bdkoldan  fight» 

Andnmnd about hor bmd djd iUnp Iik» heav^os  l«lic» 

She  was  arrayed  aH  ta  liUy  white; 
And  in  her  na^  hand  bore  a  c^p  Qf  gold^ 
With  wine  aa!a  water  fUd  up  to  tha  h^g^. 
In  which  a  Serpent  did  himfelf  enfoUL 
That  hornxuf  made  Do  ail  thaC  did  behold  1 
But  ftie  no  whki  did  change  her  coniUnt  nraad : 
And  in  her  other  hand  fhe  fiift  did  hold 
A  book,  t)mt  was  both  itgnd  and  feald  with,  blood, 

Wherein  clirk  things  were  writ»  hard  to  be  underiiMd# 

XIV, 

Her  younger  ilfter;  that  Sperofm^  bight. 
Was  clad  in  blue»  that  her  befeen^ed  wtll  % 
Not  all  fo  chearf ul  feeised  ihe  of  fight. 
As  was  her  fiter  i  whether  dread  Sd  dwells 
Or  angulib  ia  her  heart,  is  hard  so  telU 
Upon  her  arm  a  filver  anchor  lay. 
Whereon  ihe  leaned  ever,  as  befell  i 
And  ever  up  to  heaven  as  ih^;did  pray, 

Hff  fMfaft  eyes  were  bent,  oe  fwarved  other  way. 

XV. 

Tbey  feeing  Um%  towards  hei:  'gan  wend. 
Who  tbeox  enoouAiers  wich  li&e  courtehe: 
Many  kind  fpeeches  they  between  them  fpend^ 
And.  greatly  joy  each  other  for  to  fee : 
Then  to  the  Knight  with  fliaaiefact  modefty 
They  turn  thcnqfeivcs,  at  Una*s  meek  rcqudl. 
And  hittk  falute  with  well  befeeming  glee ; 
Who  fair  (hem  quites,  as  him  be&emed  beft. 

And  goodJy  'gao  dtfcourfe  of  xnany  a  noble  guefti 


xvi. 

Then  Una  thual:  liiit  Oic'^our  R&eVdtiri  . 

The  dear  CfeifTJ/^',  where  is  (he  become?  '    -  '    . 
Or  wants  (he  health,  or  bufle  is  elfewhere  f    * 
Ah  ao,  faid'thef,  but  fbith  (he  may  not  come : 
For  (he  of  l^ce  is  Hghtned  of  her  womb. 
And  hath  encreaft  the  world  wttW^e  foA  more^  ^ 
That  her  to  fee  fliould  be  but  trcTubkfome.  '        ' 
Indeed  (quoth  (he) 'that  (hould  be  trouble  fart : :  - 

£ut  thankt  be  God)  and  her  encrcaie-fo  Mermorc. 

XVIL 

Then  faid  the  aged  Calioj  dear  Dinit^  '  '  * 

And  you  good  Sir^  I  wote  that  of  yotir^  toyl, 
And  laboujs  tong^  through  which  ye  hither  came. 
Ye  both  forwearied  be :  therefore  a  white 
I  read  ybii  t^ft,  and  to  your  bowres  recoyK 
Then  called  (he  a  Groooa,  that  forth  him  led 
Into  a  goodly  lodge,  ^uid  'gan  defpoy) 
Of  puilrant  arms^  ^d  laid  in  eafi^  bed  i   ^ 

His  name  was  4neek  Obedience  rightfMlly^ared. 

xvm. 

Now  when  their  weary  limbs  with  kindly  reft. 
And  bodies  were  refre(ht  with  due-repaft. 
Fair  Una  'gan  Fideka  fair  requeft 

'  To  have  her  Knight  into  her  fchool-^houfe  plact. 
That  of  her  heavenly  learning  he  might  taft&. 
And  hear  the  wi(dom  of  her  words  divine. 
She  granted,  and  that  Knight  fo  much  agract. 
That  (he  him  taugh<7Celeftial  difcipline. 

And  opened  his  dull  eyes,  that  light  mote  in  them  (hjne« 

XIX. 

And  that  her  facred  book,  with  blood  ywrit. 
That  none  could  read,  except  (he  did  them  teach. 
She  unto  him  difclofed  every  whit. 
And  heavenly  documents  thereout  did  preach. 
That  weaker  wit  of  man  could  never  reach. 
Of  God,  ofgrace,  ofjuftice,  of  free  will, 
That  wonder  was  to  hear  her  goodly  fpeech : 
For  (he  was  able  with  her  words  to  Kill, 

And  raife  agun  to  life  the  heart,  that  (he  did  thrill. 
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And  when  /he  lift  pour  out  her  larger  fjiright. 
She  would  command  the  hafty  lun  to  ftay. 
Or  backward  turn  his  courfe  from  heavens  height  ^ 
Somedmes  great  hofts  of  men  ftie  could  difmay : 
Dry-fliod  to  pafs,  (he  parts  the'  floods  in  tway  j 
And  eke  huge  mountains  from  their  native  feat 
She  would  command,  themfclves  to  bear  away. 
And  throw  in  raging  fea  with  roaring  threat:  . 

Almighty  God  her  gave  fuch  powre,  and  puiflance  great, 

Jv.Jv.1* 

The  faithful  Knight  now  grew  in  little  fpace. 
By  hearing  her,  and  by  her  fifters  lore. 
To  fuch  perfection  of  all  heavenly  grace. 
That  wretched  world  he  'gan  for  to  abhor. 
And  mortal  life  'gan  loath,  as  thing  forlore, 
Griev*d  with  remembrance  of  his  wicked  ways, 
And  prickt  with  anguifli  of  his  fins  fo  fore. 
That  he  defir'd  to  end  his  wretdied  days : 

So  much  the  dart  of  finful  guilt  the  foul  difmays.' 

XXII.      .    .  .  . 

But  wife  Speranza  gave  him  comfort  fweet. 
And  taught  him  how  to  take  aflured  hold 
Upon  her  filver  anchor,  as  was  meet ; 
Elle  had  his  fins  fo  great  and  mat/ifold. 
Made  him  forget  all  that  Fidelia  told. 
In  this  diftfefled  doubtful  a^ny, 
When  him^his  deareft  Una  did  behold, 
Difdaining  life,  defiring  leavp^to  dye, 

She  found  her  felf  affaild  with  great  perplexity ; 

XXill. 

And  came  to  Or//^  to  declar^  her  fmart : 

Who  well  acquainted  with  that  common  ph'ght, 
.  Which  finful  horror  works  in  wounded  heart, 
Her  wifely  comforted  all  that  (he  might, 
With  goodly  counfel  and  advifement  right: 
And  ftraightway  fent  With  careful  diligence 
To  fetch  a  Leach,  the  which  h^d  grea:t  infight 
In  that  difeafe  of  grieved  confcience, 

And  wdl  couW  cure  the  fame  i  his  name  was  Patience. 
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XXIV. 

yfho  coming  to  that  ibul-<iifeist(ed  Kaight^ 
Could  liardly  hun  intrett  to  tell  hi3  grief: 
W^h  knowD^  and  aH  that  Doyd  his  heavy  iprig^t, 
^eU  fearcht,  eftfoonshe  'gan  apply  relief 
Of  falves  and  med'cieieSy  which  had  pafling  pne^ 
And  thereto  added  words  of  wondrous  might: 
By  which,  to  eafe  he  him  cecured  brief, 
AiVd  much  aflwag'd  the  paifion  of  his  plight, 

That  he  his  pain  endur'd,  as  feeming  now  more  %ht« 

XXV. 

But  yet  the  caufe  and  root  of  all  his  iU^ 
Inward  corruption,  and  infe6kedfin. 
Not  purged  nor  heal'd,  behind  remained  ftill,| 
And  feftring  fore  did  rankle  yet  within, 
Clofe  creeping  'twbct  the  marrow  and  the  skin« 
Which  to  extirpe,  he  laid  him  privily 
Down  m  a  darkfome  lowly  place,  far  in. 
Whereas  he  meant  his  corrofives  t'  apply. 

And  with  ftrict  diet  tame  his  ftubborn  niaiady. 

XXVI. 

In  aihes  and  fackcloth  he  did  array 
His  dainty  corfe,  proud  humours  to  abate. 
And  dieted  with  fading  every  day. 
The  fwelling  of  his  wounds  to  mitigate^ 
And  made  him  pray  both  early^and  eke  l^te : 
And  ever  as  fuperfluous  flelh  did  rot, 
Anendment  ready  ftill  at  hand  did  wait. 
To  pluck  it  out  with  pincers  fiery  hot. 

That  loon  in  him  was  left  no  one  corrupted  jot« 

XXVII. 

And  bitter  Penance^  with  an  iron  whip. 
Was  wont  him  once  to  difple  everv  day : 
And  fliarp  Remorfe  his  heart  did  prick  and  nipt 
That  drops  of  blood  thence  like  a  Well  did  play  i 
And  fad  Kepentance  ufed  to  embay 
His  fmarting  body  in  fait  water  fore. 
The  filthy  blots  of  fin  to  walh  away. 
So  in  fhort  fpace  they  did  to  health  reftorc 

The  man  that  would  not  live,  but  erft  lay  at  deaths  dore. 
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In  wUch  hit  torment  often  tras  fo  .grett. 
That  like  a  Lyon  he  would  ttj  and  rore^ 
Afid  rend  his  flefli  and  his  own  finews  eat» 
His  own  dear  Una  hearing  evermore 
His  rueful  (hrieks  and  groanings,  often  core 
Her  gttiklefs  garments,  and  her  golden  hair^ 
For  pity  of  his  pain  and  anguifh  fore. 
Yet  all  with  patience  wifely  fhe  did  bear ; 

for  well  (he  wift,  his  crime  could  eUe  be  never  clear; 

XXIX, 

Whom  thus  recovered  by  wife  Patience^ 
And  true  Rtpentance^  they  to  Una  brought : 
Who  joyous  of  his  cured  confcience. 
Him  dearly  kift,  and  fairly  eke  befought 
Himfelf  to  cherilh,  and  confuming  thought 
To  piit  away  out  of  his  careful  breaft. 
By  this,  Cbariffhy  late  in  child-bed  brought. 
Was  woxen  ftrong,  and  left  her  fruitful  ndl: ; 

ToVr  fair  Una  brought  this  unacquainted  gueft. 

XXX. 

She  was  a  woman  in  her  frefhefl:  age. 

Of  wondrous  beauty,  and  of  bounty  rare, 
With  goodly  grace  and  comely  perfonage. 
That  was  on  earth  not  ealie  to  compare ; 
Full  of  great  love :  but  Cupids  wanton  fnare 
As  hell  fhe  hated,  chafte  in  work  and  will ; 
Her  neck  and  breafts  were  ever  open  bare. 
That  aye  thereof  her  babes  might  fuck  their  fill  \ 

The  reft  was  all  in  yellow  robes  arrayed  ftill. 

XXXL 

A  multitude  of  babes  about  her  hung. 

Playing  their  fports  that  joyd  her  to  behold ; 
Wh«m  fliil  (he  fed,  whiles  they  were  weak  and  young. 
But  thrufb  them  forth  fHll  as  they  wexed  old  : 
And  on  <her  head  fhe  wok  a  tyre  of  gold, 
Adorn'd  with  gemms  and  owches  wondrous  fair, 
Whofe  pafling  price  uneath  was  to  be  told  % 
And  by  her  fide  there  fate  a  gentle  pair 

Of  turtle  doves,  fhe  fitting  in  an  ivory  chain 
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The  Knight  and  Una  entring,  fair  her  gre«t^ 
And  bid  her  joy  of  tb«^t  her  happy  brood  i 
Who  them  requites  with  court'fies  ieeming  mcec>  . 
And  entertains  with  friendly  chearful  mood. 
Then  Una  her  befought  to  be  fo  good. 
As  in  her  vertuous  rules  to  fchool  her  Knight, 
Now  after  all  his  torment  well  withftood. 
In  that  fad  houfe  of  Penance^  where  his  fpright 

Had  paft  the  pains  of  hell,  and  long  enduring  night« 

XXXIII. 

She  was  right  joyous  of  her  juft  requeft  ^ 

.   And  taking  by  the  hand  that  Fairies  fon, 
Gan  himi  inftrud  in  every  good  beheft 
Of  love  and  righteoufnefs,  and  well  to  dooe«  - 
And  wrath  and  hatred  warily  to  fhun, 
That  drew  on  men  Gods  hatred  and  his  wrath. 
And  many  fouh  in  dolours  had  fordone  : 
In  which,  when  him  flie  well  inflruded  hath. 

From  thence  to  heaven  fhe  teacheth  him  the  ready  path*  - 

XXXIV. 

Wherein  his  weaker  wandring  fteps  to  guide. 
An  ancient  matrone  fhe  to  her  does  call, 
Whofe  fober  looks  her  wifdome  well  difcride : 
Her  name  was  Mercy^  well  known  over  all. 
To  be  both  gracious,  and  eke  liberal : 
To  whom  the  careful  charge  of  him  Ihe  gave, 
To  lead  aright,  that  he  fhould  never  fall 
In  all  his  ways  through  this  wide  worldes  wave. 

That' mercy  in  the  end  his  righteous  foul  might  fave* 

'  XXXV. 

The  godly  matrone  by  the  hand  him-  bears 
Forth  from  her  prefenc^,  by  a  narrow  way, 
Scattred  with  bufhy  thorns,  and  ragged  biiears. 
Which  ftill  before  him  ihe  removed  away. 
That  nothing  might  his  ready  pafiage  ftay  ;  . 
And  ever  when  his  feet  encombred  were. 
Or  'gan  to  Ihrink,  or  from  the  right  to  ftray. 
She  held  him  fall,  and  iirmly  did  upbear. 

As  careful  nurfc  her  child  from  falling  oft  docs  rear* 


•  •    •« 
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XXXVI. 

Ehfoons  unto  an  iioly  hofpicaU 

That  was'foreby  the  way,  Ihe  did  him  bring. 
In  which  fevtn  bead*' men,  that  had  vow)ed  all 
Their  life  to  fervioe  of  high  heavens  King, 
Did  fpend  theirdays  in  doing  godly  thing : 
Their  gates  to  all  were  open  evermore, 
Thit  by  the  wcai^  way  were  travelings 
And  one  iate  waiting  ever  them  before^ 

To  call  io  coauners-by,  that  needy  were  and  poor.  ^ 

XXXVII. 

The  firft  of  diem  that  eldeft  was,  and  beft» 
Of  all  the  houfe  had  charge  and  government 
As  guardian  and  fteward  of  the  reft : 
His  office  was  to.  give  entertainment 
And  lodging,  unto  all  that  came».  and  went : 
Not  unto  fuch  as  could  him  feaft  again. 
And  double  quite  for  that  he  on  them  ipent. 
But  fuch  as  want  of  harbour  did  conftrain  : 

Thofe  for  Gods  fake  his  duty  was  to  entertain, 

XXXVIIL 

The  fecond  was  an  Almner  of  the  place : 
His  office  was,  the  hungry  for  to  feed. 
And  thirfty  give  to  drink,  a  work  of  grace : 
He  feard  not  once  himfelf  to  be  in  need, 
Ne  car'd  to  hoard  for  thole,  whom  he  did  breed : 
The  grace  of  God  he  laid  up  ft  ill  in  ftore. 
Which  as  a  ftock  he  left  unco  his  feed ; 
He  had  enough,  what  need  him  care  for  more  ? 

And  had  he  lefs  ^  yet  fome  he  would  give  to  the  poor, 

XXXIX. 

The  third  had  of  their  wardrobe  cuftody. 

In  which  were  not  rich  tires,  nor  garments  gay. 

The  plumes  of  pride,  and  wings  of  vanity. 

But  cloathes  meet,  to  keep  keen  cold  away. 

Anil  naked  nature  feemly  to  array, 

With  which,  bare  wretched,  wights  he  daily  clad,  . 

The  images  of  God  in  earthly  clay ; 

And  if  that  no  fpare  cloath^  to  give  he  had, 

His  owa  coat  he  would  cut,  and  it  diftribuce  glad» . 
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XL. 

The  fourth  appointed  by  his  c^Ect  was, 
Poor  prifofiera  to  fcifiere.  with  gradoiu  ayd. 
And  cttptives  to  redeem  with  piike  of  iMfs, 
From  Turks  and  Sarazins,  which  thetiv  had  jfiayd« 
And  though  they  fa^dpr  iv«rs^  fft  wcil  he  wsyd. 
That  God  to  us  forgtvedi  every  howre 
Much  more  ;han  that,  uriiy  they  in  hands  wore  kidy 
And  he  that  harrow*d  hell  with  heary  ftowrt^ 

The  faidty  ibuls  from  thence  brought  to  his  hcmeiAf 

XLL  [bowre« 

The  fifth  had  diatge,  fick  perfons  to  atsend. 
And  comfort  thofe  in  point  of  death  whi<^  ky  i 
For  them  moft  needeth  comfort  in  the  end. 
When  fin,  and  hell,  anddeath  do  moft  difmay 
The  feeble  foul  departing  hence  aw«y. 
All  is  but  loft,  that  living  we  beftow. 
If  not  well  ended  at  our  dying  day. 
O  man !  have  mind  of  that  laft  bitter  throw  | 

For  as  the. tree  does  fall,  lb  lyes  it  ever  low. 

XLII. 

The  fixth  had  charge  of  them  now  being  dead) 
In  feemly  fort  their  cories  to  engrave^ 
And  deck  with  d^nty  flowres  their  bridal  bed. 
That  to  their  heavenly  fpoufe  both  fweet  and  bn(ve 
They  might  appear,  when  he  their  (buls  fiiall  fave^ 
The  wondrous  workmanibip  of  Gods  own  mould, 
Whofe  face  he  made  all  beafts  to  fear,  and  gave 
All  in  his  hand,  even  dead  we  honour  fhould. 

Ah  dearefl  God  me  grant,  I  dead  be  fiot  defoiidd« 

XUIL 

The  feventh,  now  after  death  and  burial  done^ 
Had  charge  the  tender  orphans  of  the  dead 
And  widows  ayd,  leaft  they  fhould  be  undone  S 
In  face  of  judgment  he  their  right  would  pleads 

.    Ne  ought  the  poWre  of  mighty  men  did  dread 
In  their  defence,  nor  would  for  gold  or  fee 
Be  won  their  rigfettful  caufes  down  to  tread : 
And  when  they  ftood  in  moft  neceffitee. 

He  did  fupply  their  want,  and  gave  them  ever  fteC4 
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XLIV. 

There  when  the  Elfin  Knight  arrived  was^ '       '       -     \ 
The  BsA  ahd  chiefeft  of  the  feven,  whofe  care 
Was  guefts  to  welcome^  towards  him  did  pafs : 
Where  fedi^  Mrvy  that  his  fteps  up- bare,  / 

A«(i  always  Ted ;  to  her  with  reverence  rare 
He  humbly  touted  in  meek  lowlinefs. 
And  feemly  welcome  for  her  did  prepare  t 
For  of  their  order  fhe  was  patronefs^ 

Albe  Cbar^  were  their  chiefeft  fouoderefs* 

XLV. 

There  fhe  awhile  him  ftays,  himfelf  to  refl:. 
That  to  the  reft  more  able  he  might  be : 
Durifig  which  time,  in  every  good,  beheft. 
And  godly  work  of  alms  and  charity. 
She  him  inftrufted  with  great  Induftry ; 
Shortly  thereto  lb  oerfecb  he  became, 
That  from  the  firft  unto  thelaft  degree. 
His  mortal  Life  he  learned  had  to  tirame 

In  holy  righceoufnefs,  without  rebuke^  or  blame. 

XLVI. 

Thenceforward,  by  that  painful  way  they  pafs. 
Forth  to  an  hill  that  was  both  fteep  and  high  \ 
On-top  whereof  a  facred  chapel  was, 
And  eke  a  litde  hermitage  thereby. 
Wherein  an  aged  hdy  man  did  lie. 
That  day  and  night  laid  his  devotion, 
Ne  other  worldly  bufinefs  did  apply  \ 
His  name  was  heavenly  OmUmplatiani  . 

Of  God  and  goodnefs  was  his  fliediution. 

XLVn. 

Great  grace  that  old  man  to  him  given  had ; ,  ' 

£or  God  he  often  faw  from  heavens  height. 
All  were  his  earthly  eyen  both  blunt  and  bad. 
And  through  great  age  had  loft  their  kindly  fight, 
Yet  wondrous  ^uick  and  pierceant.  was  his  fpright. 
As  Eagles  eye,    that  can  behold  the  fun. 
That  hiU  they  fcale  with  all  their  ^powre  and  might  ^ 
That  his  frail  thighs  nigh  weary  and  fordone 

Gan  fail  •,  |Hit>by  her  help  the  top  at  laft  he  wQne« 
Vol.  I.  K 
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XLVIIL 

There  they  dq  find  diat  godly  aged  Sitt^ 
With  (bowy  locks  adawa  hLi  fftouldcra  flsd; 
As  hoary  froft  with  fpanglea  doth  asttrr 
The  mo9f  branches  of  an  Oak  half  djB«L     .        r 
Each  bone  might  througb  hia  body  'well  1»  icad^ 
And  every  fiQenRf!  ftea  tbcough  his^kin^  U&^t. 
For  nought  he  caf  d  bia  cancafa  hmg  unfedn 
His  mind  was  ifiill  of  fpiriixwl  repaft, 

And  pyn'd  hia  Bdh^  toi  keep  his  body  loir  a^ohaft.    . 

XI-DC. 

Who  when  tiheic  twa  af^iroa^cbtng  he  eipidOf; 
At  their  firft  prefence  grew  ageteired.wne^i  . :  - 
That  forcthim  lay  his  bearooly'thttighfii  afydet:    . 
And  had  he  npc  that  Dame  refptdted  mortv    *  >    . 
Whom  highjy  he  did  reverenoe  and  adooe^  r:.. 
He  would  not  once  have  moved  foe  the  Koigbb. 
They  him  f^^ut;^  ftanding  ferafhoe:; 
Who  well  thsm  gc^ng»  hmnbly  did  reqttigbt*    . 

And  asked  to  what  and  they  clomb,  that  imIuhis.  hcig^' 

L. 

What  end  ^quoth  fbeyihould  caulb  us* take  Aich  paiak 
But  \j^sx  fame  eoa,  which  every  Uving  wight 
Should  make  hjs  maijc  ?  higb  heaven  to.attaia.. 
Is  not  from  henQo  the  way  that  leadeth  right 
To  that  moft  glqrious  houie»  tliat  gliftreih  iHSghC* 
With  burnine  ftars>  and  ever-liring  fire» 
Whereof  the  kpys  are  to  thy  hand  hehight . 
By  wife  Fidelia?  ihe  doth  thee  require^ 

To  fliew  it  to  this  Kfueht^  according  his  definei 

LI. 

Thrice  happy  maa«  faid  thea  the  father  gravje^ 
Whofe  ftaggecing  fteps  thy  fteady  hand.doih  lead^ 
And  ihew^^xhe  way^  his.  finful.foul  co  favit : , 
Who  better  can  tlu^  way  to  beaveo  aread,    . 
Than. thou  thjrfelft  that  was  both  born  and  bred 
In  heavenly.throne,  where  tbou&nd  Angels  fliine  ? 
Thou  dofi:  the  pcajKrs jof  the.ri^teous  feed 
Prefent  before: the. majeiiky.diviae» 

And  hiaavengii^«Qath.to  clemency  incliiKk« 
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LU. 

Yet  fince  thofi  Ibidft,  %  pkafurc  (fiaR  be  done. 
Then  come  fhoo  man  wealth,  and  fee  the  way 
That  4ievcr  fet  #to  feen  of  Fairies  fon. 
That  never  letfd^  the  Aftvtiler  aftrav ; 
But  a(ttr  laboun^  kfhg^  and  fad  delay, 
Bnwig^  diem-  to  jo]!<MS'  i«fh  and  endld^  Uifis. 
But  fiiA,  thoU'  aMft  a  feaion  fift  and  pray. 
Till  from  her  bandi  the  fiArighc  afflbyled  is. 

And  hcivt  lier.ftrength  reciird  from  frail  infirmicies.  '- 

lAn. 

That  done,  he  leads  Mm  to  ehe  htgheft  motmt. 
Such  one,  as-  that  fame"  mighty  man  of  God^ 
That  blood-red  bflio^  like  a  watted  front 
On  either  ide  <fi^rted  wttll-  hi»  rod. 
Till  tkit  Ms  army  dry-foot  through  them  yod. 
Dwelt  forty  days  upon ;  Where  writ  in  (lone 
With  bloody  kttcrs  by  the  hantf  of  God, 
The  bitter  <foom  of  ddath  and  baleful^  mone' 

*JHe  did  receive,  whiles  ffafhing  fire  about  him  ihone. 

Or  like  that  facred  hUl,  whofe"  head  full  high. 
Adorned  with  fruitful  Olives  all  around, 
Is,  as  it  were  for  endlefs  memory 
Of  diat  dear  Lord,  who  oft  thereon  was  found, 
Fdr  ever  with  a  flowry  girlond  crown'd  : 
Or  iilce  chat  \plcafaiit  mount,  that  is  for  ay 
Through  famous  Poets  verfe  each  where  renown*d. 
On  which  the  thrice  three  learned  Ladies  play 

Their  heavenly  notes,  and  make  full  many  a  lovely  lay. 

LV. 

From  thence,^  far  off  he  unto*  him  did  fhcw 
A  little  path  that  was'  both  deep  and  long. 
Which  to  a  goodly  city-  letf  his  view, 
Whofe' waHs  and"  cowre^-  were  builded  high  and  ftrong 
Of  pearl  and -orecioiiS' (tone,  that  earthly  tong 
Cannot  defcrioe,  nor  wit  of  man  can  tell  ^ 
Too  high  a-ditty  fot  my  iimple  long : 
The  eity^  oi  the  great  King  hight  it  welU 

^Vt^ictdn  eternal  peace  and  hnppinefs.doth  dwell; 

K  a 
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LVI. 

As  he  thereon  ilood  gazing,  he  might  fee 
The  blefled  Angels  to  and  fro  defcend 
From  highefl:  heaven,  in  gladfome  oooipany^ 
And  with  great  joy  into  that  cicjr  wend, 
As  commonly  as  triend  does  with  his  friend.. 
Whpreat  he  wondred  much,  and  'gan  enquert)^ 
What  (lately  building  durft  fa  bigh  extend^ 
Her  lofty  towres  unto  the  ftarryiphere. 

And  what  unknowen  nation  there  empeopled  were. 

LVIL 

Fair  Knight  (quoth  he)  J^rujdkm  that  is. 
The  new  Jerufakm  that  God  has  built. 
For  thofe  to  dwell  in  that  are  chofen  his. 
His  chofen  people,  purg'd  from  finful  guilt. 
With  pretious  blood,  which  cruelly  was  fpilc 
On  curfed  tree,  of  that  unfpotted  Lamb, 
That  for  the  fins  of  all  the  world  was  kilt : 
Now  are  they  faints  all  in  that  city  fam. 

More  dear  unto  their  God,  than  younglings  to  their  dam . 

Lvm. 

Till  now,  faid  then  the  Kn^bt,  I  weened  well. 
That  great  CUopolis^  where  I  have  been. 
In  which  that  faireft  Fairy  ^itien  doth  dwell 
The  faireft  city  was,  that  might  be  (een  ; 
And  that  bright  towre  all  built  of  chryftal  dean, 
Pantbea^  feem'd  the  brighteft  thing  that  was : 
But  now  by  proof  all  otherwife  I  ween ; 
For,  this  great  city,  that  does  far  furpafs. 

And  this  bright  Angels  towre,quicedims  that  towrcofglafr. 

LIX. 

Moft  true,  then  faid  the  holy  aged  Man ; 
Yet  is  CUopoUs^  for  earthly  frame. 
The  faireft  piece,  that  eye  beholden  can : 
And  well  bcfeemi  all  Knights  of  noble  nzxs^^ 
That  covet  in  th'  immortal  book  of  fame 
To  be  eternized,  that  fame  to  haunt. 
And  doen  their  fervice  to  that  foveraine  Dame, 
1  hat  glory  does  to  them  for  guerdon  grant : 

For  Ihe  is  heavenly  born,  and  heaven  may  juftly  vaui|C« 
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LX. 
And  thou  fiur  imp^  fprung  out  from  Englifi  race^ 
However  now  accounted  Elfins  Ion, 
Well  worthy  doft  thy  fervice  for  her  grace» 
To  aid  a  virgin  defolate  foredone. 
But  when  thou  famous  viftory  haft  wone. 
And  high  emongft  all  Knights  haft  hung  thy  (hield^ 
Thenceforth  the  fuit  of  earthly  conqueft  (hun« 
And  walh  thy  hands  from  guilt  ot  bloody  field : 
For  blood  can  nought  but  fin,  and  wars  but  forf ows  yield.. 

LXL 
Then  feek  this  path  that  I  to  thee  prefage, 
Which  after  all  to  heaven  (hall  thee  fend ; 
Then  peaceably  thy  painful  pilgrimage 
To  yonder  fame  Jerufalem  do  bend. 
Where  is  for  thee  ordain*d  a  bkfled  end : 
For  thou  emongft  thofe  faints,  whom  thou  doft  fee, 
Shalt  be  a  faint,  and  thine  own  nations  friend 
And  patron :  thou  Saint  George  Ihalt  called  be, 
£aint  Ge^rre  of  marry  England^  the  fign  of  victory* 

LXIL 
Unworthy  wretch  (quoth  he)  of  fo  great  grace, 
How  dare  I  think  fuch  glory  to  attain  ? 
Thefe  that  have  it  attained,  were  in  like  cafe 
(Quoth  he)  at  wretched,  and  liy'd  in  like  pain. 
But  deeds  of  arms  muft  I  at  Ian  be  fain. 
And  Ladies  love  to  leave,  fo  dearly  bought  ? 
What  need  of  arms,  where  peace  doth  aye  remain 
(Said  he)  and  battles  none  are  to  be  fought  ? 
As  for  looie  Loves  they're  vain,  and  vaniih  into  nought. 

LXIII. 
O !  let  me  not  (quoth  he)  then  turn  again 
Back  to  the  world,  whofe  joys  fo  fruitlefs  are; 
But  let  me  here  for  aye  in  peace  remain. 
Or  ftraightway  on  that  laft  long  voys^e  fare. 
That  nothing  may  my  prefent  hope  empare. 
That  may  not  be  (faid  he)  ne  maift  thou  yit 
Forgo  that  royal  maids  bequeathed  care^ 
Who  did  her  caufe  into  thy  hand  commit. 
Till  from  her  curicd  fo^  thou  have  her  freely  quit, 

K3 
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Then  Qiall  I  Toon  (quofb  be)  fo  God  mtgfiaccw 
Abet  that  virgips  caufe  cUfconfoUte^ 
And  (hortly  back  return  «ipix)  chis  plaoq^ 
To  walk  this  way  in  JPi]griaf)s  poor  eftate* 
But  now  arcad,  old  fatfecjCa-J^y  of  late 
Didft  thou  bfshight  mt  born  of  Engiifif  blood» 
Whom  all  a  Fairies  fon  doen  nominate  ? 
That  word  ihall  J  (faid  he)  avouchen  good, 

9itb  to  th^e  16  unknown  the  cridlc  of  thy  braod* 

LXV, 

For  well  I  wot,  thou  fpiing^  from  ancieot  race 
Of  Saxcn  Kings  tba(  have  with  mighcy  faaiid 
And  many  bloody  battles  .fought  in  place. 
High  rear'd  th^ir  royal  throne  in  Britane  land^ 
And  vanquiiht  them^  unable  to  withdand  t 
^  Froip'  thence  a  Fairy  thee  unweeting  reft, 
*  Then:  as  thou  fleptft  in  tender  fwadling  band. 
And  her  bafe  Elfin  brood  there  for  thi^  left. 

Such,  men  do  changelings  call,  fochaog'd  by  Fairies  theft* 

LXVI. 

Thence  (he  thee  brought  into  this  Fairy  loiid> .  > 

And  in  an  beeped  furiow  did  thee  hldo :      .  . 
Where  thee  a  Ploughman  all  unweeting  food 
As  he  his  toilfome  team  that  way  did  guide, 
And  brought  thee  up  in  Ploughmans  (bte  to  hidei, 
Wereof  Gwg^s  he  thee  gave  to  name  *, 
Till  prickt  with  coura^,  and  thy  forces  pride. 
To  fairy  court  thou  cam'ft  to  feek  for  fame. 

And  prove  thy  puiiT^nt  arms,  as  feems  thee  beft  became^ 

LXVIL 

O  holy  Sire  (quoth  he)  how  (hall  I  quight 
The  many  favours  I  with  thee  have  found. 
That  haft  my  name  and  nation  read  aright. 
And  taught  the  way  that  does  to  heaven  bound  ? 
This  faid,  adown  he  looked  to  the  ground. 
To  have  returned  :  but  dazed  were  his  eyne 
Through  paOing  ^brightnefs,  which  did  quite  confound 
His  feeble  ienfe,  and  too  exceeding  ftine. . 

So  dark  are  eaubly  tilings  cooipmr'd  xa  things 
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LXVIII. 

Atlaft,  wh£Mtklttnir«tri)e'gantfaehd,    ^ 
To  Uw'back  fae  ctfr  hiih  to  TCtire ;    * 
Who  hM  kmHiiA  ftill  wiiih  penfivc  mind^ 
Great  thtoks.aiid  goodly  tmed,  to  that  gpod  (ire^ 
He  tholfe  ^naitiilg  give  for  his  pains  hitt« 
So  came  to  ifnoj  who  bim  joy*d  to  fee; 
And  after  Uttk  «e^  ^gan  him  deiire^ 
Of  her  adventttft  mfad^l  for  to  be. 

So  leave  thqr  ttke  t>f  {2d!»^  and  her  daughtiirs  thite.  " 

C  A  N  t  O  XI. 

• 

the  Knigbi  with  thai  old  t>r4i^on  fights  . 

The  ibird^  bitn  maribrows^  and  gmns 
'  Mffi  glmous  yi£hry. 

I. 

Igh  time  now  ^gan  ki^ex  for  C^  faiff 
Tothinkof  thole  her  ^captive  parents  dear« 
And  ch^r  fori|raftqd  kingdom  to  repair : 
Whereto  wjiena^  they  now  approached  near« 
With  harty^  words  ^f  Knigpt  Ihe  'gan  to  cbear» 
Aftd  v^'bcr  modeft  qiamier  thus  betake  \ 
Dteu:  knight)  as  dear  9$  ever  Knight  was  dear^ 
That  all  tbefe  forrowjs  fuller  for  my  fake> 
High  tie^Vfii  bahold  th^  mdious  toy  I  ye  for  me  cake« 

Now  are  we  comelmto'my  n4tive  fdU  •  ^ 

Andt0^  tfar^lslC9  where  aU  our  perils  dwell ; 

HertrhaikHts  that  fiondi  and  does  his  daily  fpotl ; 

Therefore  heonefdrth  laii  at  your  keeping  w^ll. 

And  e^cr  ready  for  yotir  fbeman  fell. 

The  (bark  of  noble  Courage  how  awakd. 

And  irrive  yoiir  eKcellent  felf  to  excel ; 

That  flkall  ye  evermore  renowned  make 
Ahdve  an  Kmghta  on  .cartb»  that  battle  undertake* 

K  4 
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IIL 

And  pointing  FcHrtHy  lo^  yonder  is  (faid  (he) 
The  brazen  towre,  in  which  mj  ptfents  daa: 
For  dread  of  that  huge  fiend  imprilbnM  be, 
JVbom  I  from  far,  fee  on  the  wails  appear. 
Whole  fight  my  feeble  foul  doth  gieatly  d^ar  t 
And  on  the  top  of  all,  I  do  efpy 
The  watchman  waiting,  tvdinas  glad  to  hear. 
That  (O  my  parents)  might  I  ni^){>ily 

Uoco  you  bring,  to  eafe  you  of  your  miftry. 

IV. 

-With  that,  they  heard  a  roaring  hideous  found. 
That  all  the  air  with  terrour  filled  wide. 
And  feemM  uneath  to  Ihake  the  ftedfaft  ground, 
Eftfoons  that  dreadful  Dragon  they  efpide. 
Where  ftrctcht  he  lay  upon  the  funny  lidcr 
Of  a  ^reat  hill,  himielf  like  a  sreat  hill. 
But  an  fo  foon  as  he  from  far  defcride 
JThofe  gUftring  arms-  that  heaven  with  light  did  fill. 

He  roused  himfelf  full  blith,  and  haftened  them  until. 

V. 

Then  bade  the  Knight  his  Lady  yede  aloof. 
And  to  an  hill  herfelf  withdraw  afide. 
From  whence  fhe  might  behold  that  battles  proof. 
And  eke  be  fafc  from  danger  far  deicride : 
She  him  obey'd  and  tum*d  a  little  wide. 
Now,  O  thou  facred  muie,  moft  learned  Dame, 
Fair  imp  of  Pbabus^  and  his  aged  bride. 
The  nurfe  of  time,  and  everlafting  fame. 

That  warlike  hands  enoobleft  with  immoral  name. 

VI. 

O  gently  come  into  my  feeble  breaft, ; 

Come  gently,  but  not  with  that  mighty  rage. 
Wherewith  the  martial  troops  thou>doft  inteft. 
And  hearts  of  great  Heroes  doft  inrage. 
That  nought  their  kindled  courage  may  ailwagei 
Soon  as  thy  dreadful  trump  begins  to  found. 
The  God  of  war  with  his  fierce  equipage 
Thou  doft  awake,  fleep  never  he  fo  found. 

And  ibaied  oiatidns  doft  with  faorrour  fi^rn  aftound.  > « 
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VII. 

F^r  Goddds  lay  that  furious  fit  afide» 
Till  I  of  wars  and  bloody  Mars  do  ling. 
And  Briton  fields  with  Sarazin  blood  bedide, 
Twixt  that  ereat  Fairy  Queen  and  Paynim  King, 
That  with  their  horrour  heaven  and  earth  did  rmg» 
A  work  of  labour  long^  and  endlefs  praife: . 
But,  now  a  while  let  down  that  l^aughty  firing. 
And  to  my  tunes  thy  fecond  tenor  raife. 

That  I  this  Man  of  God  his  godly  arms  may  blaze, 

VIII. 

By  this,  the  dreadful  beaft  drew  nigh  to  hand» 
Half  flying,  and  half  footine  in  nis  hafte 
That  iKdth  nis  largenefs  meamred  much  land. 
And  made  wide  fliadow  under  his  huge  waftei 
As  mounuin  doth  the  valley  overcaft* 
Approaching  nigh  he  reared  high  afore 
His  body  monftrous,  horrible,  and  vaft. 
Which  (to  increafe  his  wondrous  greatnefs  more) 

Was  fwoln  with  wrath,  and  poifon,  and  with  bloody  gore*^ 

IX. 

And  over  all  with  brazen  fcales  was  arm'd, 
Uke  plated  coat  of  fteel,  fo  couched  near. 
That  nought  mote  pierce,  ne  might  his  corfe  be  hann*d 

.    With  dint  of  fword,  nor  pu(h  of  pointed  fpear ; 
Which  as  an  Eagle,  feeing  prey  appear. 
His  airy  plumes  doth  rouze,  full  rudely  dight^ 
So  (baked  he,  that  horrour  was  to  hear : 
For  as  the  clafliing  of  an  armour  bright, 

Silch  notfe  his  roufed  fcales  did  fend  unto  the  Knight, 

X. 

His  flaggy  wings  when  forth  he  did  difplay^ 
Where  like  two  fails,  in  which  the  hollow  wind 
Is  gathered  full,  and  worketh  fpeedy  way  ; 
And  ^ke  the  pens  that  did  his  pinions  bind. 
Were  like  main-yards,  with  flying  canvas  lin'd  1 
With  wjiich,  whenaa  him  lift  the  air  to  beat. 
And  there  by  force  unwonted  paflage  find. 
The  clouds  before  him  fled  for  terror  great, 

» And  aU  the  heavens  flood  (till  an^azed  with  bis  threat* 
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His  huge  long  tail,  wcAttid  up  ih  llciftdKid  Jbtib^      \  * . 
Poes  over-ipread  his  long  btiaft  (c^Xf  feackt 
Whofe  wreathed  bdilglvcs  when  tHr  ht  x^nfMi^  ' 
AjkI  thick  tmangled  kfKfts  ladown  d69s  flMk ' 
Sefpoited  all  witfi  f&idd)  of  t^d  tod  bUdc^ 
It  Tweejpeth  all  tlve  l^lhd  beUtod  him  ^, 
And  of  three  fut i6hgs  does  bvit  Iktle  laftk  i 
And  at  the  point  two  ftings  in^fiifdd  4t^ 

Both  deadly  fliafp,  thftt  Aatpeft  fteel  esnrtedM  fir; 

But  ftings  and  fhalpeft  ftee)  did  far  ^!t§ttd 
The  {harpnefs  of  hi^  tnid  rending  daWk  \ 
Dead  was  it  fure,  «s  Aire  iis  death  fiido6d> 
Whatever  thing  does  touth  his  ravenous  paws. 
Or  what  within  his  reach  he  ever  draWSk 
But  his  moft  htdeous  head,  my  tongue  to  tA\ 
Does  tremble :  for  his  deep  devouring  Jaws 
Wide  gaped,  like  the  grimily  itoo^th  of  Kdk 

^Through  iviiich  into  his  dark  abyfie  all  tavib  mlL 

xm. 

And  that  more  wondrous  was,  in  either  jtt# 
Three  ranks  of  iron  teeth  enrang^d  were. 
In  which  yet  triekiing  blood  luid  gobbets  raw 
Of  late  devoured  bodies  did  appear, 
That  fight  thereof  bred  cold  congealed  htt : 
Which  to  increafe,  aixl  all  tittonce  to  kill, 
A  cloud  of  fmothering  Imoak  and  fuljphur  fe^r 
Out  of  his  ftinking  gorge  forth  fteemed  fUlI, 

T^at  all  the  air  about  with  fmoak  and  ftenih  did  filU 

XIV. 

His  blazing  eyes,  like  two  bright  i(hining  flileMs, 
Did  burn  with  wrath,  and  fparkled Ttving  fire ; 
As  two  broad  beacons,  fet  in  open  fields. 
Send  forth  their  flames  far  oflT  to  every  Ihiit^ 
And  warning  give,  that  enemies  c0^plre» 
With  fire  and  fword  the  region  to  invade  \ 
So  flam'il  his  eyne  with  rage  and  rancrous  tro : 
But  far  within,  as  in  a  hollow  glide, 

Thofe  glaring  lamps  were  fet^  that  made  a^raadful  ifaadc# 
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TV. 

So dreadfuny" he tcmink  faimdidf lA^ ' 
Forelifting  iip  aloft  bis  ^leckkd  breaft» 
And  bfieo  bounding  on  die  bmifed  grais. 
As  for  gratt  joyance  of  his  new  conoe  gueft:. 
Eftfoons  he  *gM  advance  his  haughty  creft. 
As  chafied  Sore  his  briftles  doth  uprear. 
And  ihook  his  leaks  ao  battle  ready  dreft 
(That  made  the  Rcdcrofs  Knight  nigh  quake  for  fear) 

As  biddbig  bold  defiance  to  his  Pieman  near. 

XVI. 

The  Knight  *gan  fairly  couch  his  fiieady  fpear^ 
And  fiercely  ran  at  him  widi  rigorous  might  f 
The  pointed  fteel  arriving  rudely  there, 
I&  harder  hide  would  neither  pierce  nor  bite^ 
But  elancing  by  forth  palled  forward  right  ^ 
Yet  lore  amoved  with  fo  puiflant  pulh. 
The  wrathful  beaft  about  him  turned  light. 
And  him  fo  rudely  paffing  by  did  brulh 

MTith  his  long  tail,  that  horfe  and  man  to  ground  did  ruflu 

XVIL 

Both  horfe  and  man  up  lighd  v  rofe  again. 
And  freih  encounter  towards  him  addreft  : 
But  th'  idle  ftrdce  yet  back  recoil'd  in  vain. 
And  found  no  place  his  deadly  point  to  reft, 
Exceeding  rajge  inflam'd  the  furious  beaft. 
To  be  aveiwed  of  fo  great  defpight  ( 
For,  never  felt  his  impierceable  breaft 
So  wondrous  force  from  hand  of  living  ^jght ; 

Yet  had  he  prov'd  the  powre  of  many  a  puiiunt  Knight. 

XVIIL 

Then  with  his  waving  wings  dilplayed  wide, 
Himfelf  up  high  he  lifted  from  the  ground^ 
And  with  fbong  flight  did  forcibly  divide 
The  yielding  air,  which  nigh  too  feeble  found 
Her  flitting  partS)  and  element  unfound. 
To  bear  fo  great  a  weight :  he  cutting  way 
With  his  broad  fails,  about  him  foand  round : 
At  laft  low  (looping  with  unwieldy  fway,  ' 

ftiaicht  up  both  horfe  and  man  to  bear  them  c|uite  aifay; 
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XIX. 

Long  he  them  bore  above  the  fub^eft  plain 
So  hr  as  eughen  bow  a  ihaft  may  fend, 
TiH  ftrugling  ftrong,  did  him  at  laft  conftrauit 
To  let  them  down  before  his  fiightes  end : 
As  hagard  Hawk,  prefuming  to  contend 
With  hardy  fowl,  above  his  able  might. 
His  weary  pounces  all  in  vain  doth  fpend. 
To  trufs  the  prey  too  heavy  for  his  flight, 

^hich  coming  down  to  ground  does  free  itfelf  by  fight* 

XX- 

He  fo  diflfeized  of  his  griping  grofs. 

The  Knight  his  thrillant  fpear  again  aflayM 

In  his  brafs-plated  body  to  embofs,   . 

And,  three  mens  ftrength  unto  the  ftroke  he  laid : 

Wherewith  the  ili(F  beam  quaked,  as  afraid. 

And  glancing  from  his  fcaly  neck  did  glide 

Clofe  under  his  left  wing,  then  broad  difplay'd. 

The  piercing  fteel  there  wrought  a  wound  full  wide. 

That  with  the  uncouth  fmart  the  monfter  loudly  cry'd/ 

XXI. 

He  cry'd,  as  raging  feas  are  wont  to  roar. 
When  wintry  ftorm  his  wrathful  wreck  does  threat. 
The  rolling  billows  beat  the  ragged  (hore. 
As  they  the  earth  would  fhoulder  from  her  ieat» 
And  greedy  gulf  does  gape,  as  he  would  eat 
His  neighbour  element  in  his  reveng?  : 
Then  'gin  the  bluftring  brethren  boldly  threat^ 
To  move  the  world  from  off  his  ftedfaft  henge» 

And  boyft'rous  batde  make,  each  other  to  avenge. 

XXII. 

The  fteely  head  ftuck  faft  ftill  in  his  flefli. 
Till  with  his  cruel  claws  he  fnatcht  the  wood. 
And  quite  afunder  broke.    Forth  flowed  frcfti 
A  gifting  river  of  black  gory  blood. 
That  drowned  all  the  land  whereon  he  flood  : 
The  ftream  thereof  would  drive  a  water-mill. 
Trebly  augmented  was  his  furious  mood 
With  bitter  fcnfe  of  his  deep-rooted  ill. 

^That  flames  pf  fire  he  threw  forth  from  his  large  noiethiiI«; 
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xxnL 

His  hideous  ttil  then  hurled  he  about^  * 
And  therewithal  enwrapt  the  nimble  thighs 
Of  his  froth-foamy  fteed»  whofe  courage  flout 
Striving  to.  loofe  the  knot»  that  fail  him  tjt$^ 
Himfelf  in  fti^aiter  bands  to  rafli  implycs. 
That  to  the  ground  he  is  perforce  conftrain'd 
To  throw  his  rider :  who  'gan  quickly  rife 
From  off  the  earth  with  dirty  blood  diffaun'd ; 

for  that  reproachful  fall  right  fouly  he  difdain*d« 

XXIV. 

And  fiercely  took  his  trenchant  blade  in  hand, 

.' .  With  which  he  ftrook  fo  furious  and  fo  fell. 

That  nothing  feem'd  the  puiifance  could  withftand : 

Upon  his  creft  the  hardned  iron,  fell. 

But.  his  motre  hardned  creft  was  arm*d  ib  well. 

That  deeper  dint  there'm  it  would  not  make  ^ 

Yet  fo  extremely  dkl  the  buff  him  quell. 

That  from  thenceforth  he  lhun*d  the  like  to  take, 

JBut  when  he  faw  them  come,  he  did  them  ftili  forlake« 

XXV. 

The  Knight  was  wroth  to  fee  his  ftroke  begidld^ 
And  fmote  again  with  more  outrageous  might: 
But  back  again  the  fparkltng  fteel  recotl'd. 
And  left  opt  any  mark  where  it  dul  lights 
As  if  on  adamant  rock  it  had  been  pight. 
The  beaft  impatient  of  his  fmarting  wound. 
And  of  fo  fierce  and  forcible  defpight. 
Thought  with  his  wii^  to  ftye  above  the  ground ; 
But  his  late  wounded  Wing  unferricedble  found 

Avi. 

Then  full  of  grief  and  anguilh  vehement. 
He  loudly  bray'd,  that  like  was  never  hoards 
And  from  his  wide  devourii^  oven  feat 
A  flake  of  fire,  that  flafhing  in  his  beard. 
Him  all  amaz*d,  and  almoft  made  aftard : 
The  fcorching  flame  fore  fwinged  all  his  face. 
And  through  his  armour  all  his  body  fear'd. 
That  he  could  not  endure  fb  cruel  cafe. 

But  thpught  his  arms  to  letye^  and  helmet  to  unUce. 
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XXVHL 

Not  that  great  clisrmpfan:  of  t&etndo^ 
Whom  fimMt  fotta  terft  jb  mock  dMli^  vanity 
And'  badi  fotXMdrc  boga  labours  high  tttoHTd,  ' 
So  miaoY'  foriss.  and  fluirp:!  fics^dtd  hauM, 
When  him  the  poyAnf d)  garmene  did  dnchaof 
With  .CnflteMDhtt  bloodv  and  Uoodf  yerfetf  charAiMy 
As  did  this  Knight  tmlve  thiDufandi  dotaiiry  diMia. 
Whcym  firy  fteei  oovr  burnty  thae  eril  him  ariti^d.  • 

That  ecflf  him  goodly  aiqii*d;  now  mt&  of  alt  H  isy  harmed 

Faint,  weorjr,  fere,  embo^led^  grieved,  bfmt 
With  bean,  coyl>  wounds;  avms,  fmait;  and  irraaid  fiie« 
:  That  ncrevnum  fuch  mifchte^  did  topmenc : 
Death  better  nfiepe,.  death  did  &e' oft  define: 
But  deadi  will  never  come' when  naedd  i^e^re. 
WhooxibdifiDaid  wheti^that  his  foeHbeiick^:      '- 
He  caft  to  fufier  him  ts^-aiot^  refpiie. 
But  'gan  his  fturdjF  Ami  nbout  to  wdd, 

jbod  him.fo  ftronsdy:  ftrook,  chat  to  the^ground  him  f^ 

XXIX- 

It  fortuitad  (as  fair  iif  then  befel)  ' 
Behind  hit  back  (touveeting)  where  he  ftoed. 
Of  ancient  time  diere  was*  a  fpringing  WeU, 
From  which  faft  trickled  forth  a>  nJVer  flbod. 
Full  of  great  vertiies;^  and  for  medeine  good. 
Whylome^.  befbrethaetcufiei^Dt^gob  got; 
That  happy  land,,  and^l:  witH  trihbcMt  Mood^ 
Pefii'd  tbctfb/acrodfwavci,:  h  rightly  hot 

Tbi  JVeU^efJUfc:^  ne  yerhiBJiaefsttbs* hadfbrgoir. 

For  unto  life  tbrdeaiCir  cbuld  rertore," 
And  guikofimfiil  crimes  clean  wafk  awayi  • 
Thofe  that: with.  fiokM&  wete  i  nfeAed  fore, 
It  could  iscoxty  and  aged  long  decay 
Renew,  aa  one  were  bJm>  that  vtry  day.  - 
Both  £ii^.tfais,  and  yurAm^H  McelU 
And  t^  BMglifi^Batb\  ^Ad^eketheGapaMf-^Mi 
Ne  can  Cepbi^  nor  H^ms  match  ehis  ^Wel!. 

Into:  the  fame,  the  JCoighf^  t^l*'<^c^'^^^  ^«     " 
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Now  'g^  the  gcSdcn^JPAffims  far  m  flKp, 
His  fiery  facpio  bilioMs of  cbe  weft;^ 
And  his  faint  ffawds  waorcd  m  ocnn  diq)^ 
Whiles  from*  t^eir  tounial  laboun  thejr  did  iseft  1 
When  that  iofcorni^  Monfter^  hsrmg  k^ft 
His,  weuy,  foe  into  chac  Uiesog  WdJ:, 
Gan  high  adsnanoeliia  inMaadldUcoulmred  bmiA 
Above  his.  fronted  pkeii^  iridi  countenance  kK^ 

And  dapt  hia  iroa.Mdiigs^  te  utAoihc'did  dvii«tt; 

XXXH. 

Which  when  his  peta^ve  Lady:  faw:  ftom.  far. 
Great  woe  andLforrcnr  dhi  her  foul  aflay ; 
As  wecnipg-  diac,  -  the  iad  end  ofi  the>  wai^  • 
And  *gan  to.  highcflr  God  entiidy  piay. 
That  feared  chance  from  hep  ta  turn  :away  ; 
With  foldoihands^aiidkneoi'liaifclotvly  ben( 
All  night  (he  watchtt  ne  once  adbinu would  lay 
Oct  dainty  linjbs.  io.  beo  iad  drtfraient^ 

Butpcasing  ftiU:dkl  waJcs^  and  waking  didbfDttM. 

xxxin. 

The  morrow  next.^n  early  to^^pear. 
That  Titan  lyife  tQ  run  his  daiLy;race; 
But  early^  ere  the  nrariDir  nfutt  'gaq  sear 
Outrof  the  Sea  £iir  Sttans  dewy  Sict^  - 
Up  rofe  thegfntte  vicgin  from^heriplace, 
And  ieoked.alli  about  if  Ihe  m)gbt  k>f 
Her  loved  Knighc  m  move  fa»([  «maly  pane : 
For  (he  had.gieac  doubt  o£  bia  fj^fitj^ 

Sioce-kce  Ifae  i^wiuav  fall  faefgfieUa^neiay. . 

XXZISl 

At  laft  ihe  faw>  wbere  be  upftamd;  brav•^ '-'  ' 
Out  of  the  WelK  wheceia  he>  dsenched  lay ; 
As  E^gle  freflt  out  ef  the  ooeaa.waue^ 
Where  he  haditkftiua  phsmts  all'  hoary  g|«f. 
And  deckt  hndclf  with  iK^ftbens  yqpthly i  gay, 
^ike  Eyas  Hawk  up  mounts  iin to  the^ikies,  ' 
His  newly  budded  pineons  to  aflayv 
And  Qiarvelsat  hinaielft  ftiU  aake 

5a  seiR^  diii  newrborn  Knighc  cq  Rattle  new*  did  jiAi 
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XXXV. 

]Whom»  when  thedaamed  fiend  (ohtfh  did  fpy^  ' 
No  wonder  if  lie  woodred  at  tlie  fight^ 
And  doubted,  whether  his  late  enemy 
It  were>  or  other  new  fi4>piyed  Knignc. 
He  now  to  prove  his  late  renewed  might, 
High  brandilhing  his  bright  dew  burning  blade. 
Upon  his  crefted  fcalp  6>  fore  did  fmite. 
That  to  the  fcuU  a  yawmng  wound  it  made : 

The  deadly  dint  his  dulled  fenfes  all  difmaid^ 

XXXVl. 

I  wote  not,  whether  the  revenging  ftoel 
Were  hardned  with  that  holy  water  dew 
Wherein  he  fell,  or  iharper  edge  did  6d, 
Or  his  baptized  hands  now  greater  grew ; 
Or  other  iecret  vertue  did  enfew ; 
Elfe  never  could  the  force  of  fidhly  arm, 
Ne  molten  metal  in  his  blood  emlxcw : 
For  till  that  ftound,  could  never  wight  him  harm,/ 

By  fubtiky,  nor  flig^  nor  might,  nor  mighty  diann^  ^ 

XXXVIL 

The  cruel  wound  enraged  him  ip  fore. 
That  loud  he  yelled  {at  exceeding  pain;' 
As  hundred  rampbg  Lyons  fceni'd  to  rore. 
Whom  ravenous  hunser  did  thereto  conftraia :      ^ 
Then  'gan.he  tofs  alon  hb  ftretched  train^ 
And  therewith  fcouige  the  buxomt  air  Co  ibre. 
That  to  his  force  »  yieiden  it  was  fain  ; 
Ne  ought  his  fhirdy  ftrokes  mig^t  ftand  afore. 

That  high  trees  overthrew,  and  rocks  in  pieces  toce^ 

XXXVIII. 

The  fame  advancing  high  above  his  bead. 
With  fharp  intended  fting  fo  rude  him  fmot. 
That  to  the  earth  him  drove,  as  ftriken  dead ». 
Ne  livii^  wisht  would  have  him  life  behot : 
The  mortal  uing  his  angry  neodle  fliot 
Quite  through  his  flueld,  and  in  his  (houkler  feas*  d. 
Where  fafl:  it  ftuek,  ne  would  thereout  be  got : 
The  grief  thereot  him  wondrous  fore  difeas'd, 

Ne  jo:3ight  his  rankling  pain  with  patience  be  appeasM.*  ' 
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XXXIX. 

But  yet  more  mindful  jof  his  honour  dear^     ,  'r 

Tha^i  of  tiv^ :g^4evou9  (baart  which  him  did  wring. 
From  loathed  foil  he/gan  him  lightly  Kaf^        .   . 
And  drove,  to  loofe.thc.far  infixed  ftii^ : 
Which  whea  in  vain  he  tridc  with,  ftrug^og^        \ 
inflam'd  with  wraths  hia  raging  blade  he  heft^ 
And  tl^QoV.  fo  ftfpngly,  thatt  the  knotty  firing 
Of  his  huge  xa\\  he^ite  fifunder  clefc»  -  : 

Five  joynt3  thereof,  he  hewM,  and  but  th^  Aumphim  lefti 

XL. 

Heart  cannot  think,  what  outrage,  and  whaf  cry^t,  . 
With  foul  enfouldred  fmoak  and  flalhing  fire,  . 
The  hell-bred  beaft  threw  forth  unto  the  ikye$»     ^ 
That  all  wa$  coveted  with  darknefp  dire : 
Then  fraught  with  rancour,  and  engorged  irc«. 
He  caft  attonce  him  to  avenge  for  ail,  ^ : 

And  gathering  up  himfel^  out  of  the  mire. 
With  his. uneven  wings,  did  fiercely  fall 

Upon  his  fun-bright  fhi^d,  and  gr|pt  it  fa(t  witball. ,  f 

XLI. 

Much  was  the  man  encombred  with  his  hpld»  ^^ 

In  fear  to  lofe  his  weapon  in  his  paw». 
Ne  wift  yet  how  his  talons  to  untold ; 
For  harder  was  from  Cerierus  greedy  jaw 
To  pluck  a  bone,  than  from  his  cruel  claw 
To  reave  by  ftrength  the  griped  gage  away* 
TYkvict  he  aflaid  it  from  his  foot  ^p.  jdjraw,        .  :  -  \ 
And  thrice  in  vain  to  draw  it  did  fflfay^ .        .;  ^  :  t 

It  booted  nought  to  think,  to  rob  him  of  his  pn^y. 

XLIl. 

Tho*  when  he  faw  no  power  might  prevail. 
His  trufty  iword  he  cald  to  his  lad  aid. 
Wherewith  he  fiercely  did  his  foe  aflail. 
And  double  blows  about  him  ftoutly  laid. 
That  glancing  fire  out  of  the  iron  plaid  \ 
As  fparkles  from  the  anvile  ufe  to  fiy. 
When  heavy  homers  on  the  wedge  are  fwaid^ 
Therewith  at  lalt  he  fora  him  to  untie 

One  oi  bis  grafping  feet,  him  to  defend  thereby. 
Vol.  I.    ^  L "  " 


iU  .^HE  FAIRY  QUEEN.     -Book 

"  •       •     •  « 

The  other  foot  faft  fixed  4m  hWiAM^ 
Whenas  no  ftrength  nor  ftrdkes  mote  him  conftrain 
To  looie,  ne  yet  the  warlike  pledge  to  yiekl. 
He  fmote  diereat  with  ^  his  might  and  maih. 
That  nought  ib  wondrous  puiflbnce  might  fulfadni 
Upon  the  joint  the  lucky  «ebl  Sd  light. 
And  made  fiich  way,  that  hew'd  it  quite  in  twain ; 
The  paw  yet  mified  not  his  miniiht  mi^t, 

Bu€  hung  ftill  on  the  ihieM,  as  it  at  firft  was  tnghc. 

XLIV. 

For^tfcf  thereof,  and  diveKflideipight, 
From  his  infernal  fomance  forth  he  threw 
Huge  flames^  that  dimmed  all  the  heavens  Iight» 
Enrold  in  dufldih  fmoak  and  bifmftone  blue  \ 
As  burning  jElna  from  his  boyling  ftew 
Doth  belch  out  flames,  and  rocks  in  pieces  broke. 
And  ragged  ribs  of  mountains  moiten  new, 
Enwrapt  in  coal  black  clouds* and  filthy  fmoke, 

Thaiatlthe  land  withilench,andheaveh  witli  horror  choke. 

XLV. 

The  heat  whereof,  and  harmful  peftilence. 
So  fore  him  noyd,^  that  forct  him  to  retire 
A  little  backward  forWs  beft  defence. 
To  fave  his  body  from  the  fcorchifig  firtf, 
"Which  he* from  hellifli  entrails- did  expire. 
It  chanct  (eternal -God  that  chance  did  guide^  ' 
As  he  recoyled  backward,  in*  the  mire 
His  nigh  forwesried  feeble  feet  did  Aide, 

And  dawn  he  fell^  with  dread  of  ihame  fore  terrifide« 

XLVI. 

There  grew  a  goodly  tree  him  fair  befide, 
Loaden  with  fruit  and  apples  rofie  red. 
As  they  in  pure  vcrmilliofr  had  been  dide. 
Whereof  great  vertucs  over  all  were  read : 
For  happy  life  to  all  which  thereon  fed. 
And  life  eke  e^erlafting  did  befafl  :      -       - 
Great  God  it  planted  in  that  bleflcd  fted 
With  hii  almighty  hand,  and  did  it  call     -  - 

Tig  tree  of  Ufe^  the  qrimc  of  our  firft  fathers  falL 
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XhYlh 

In  all  the  wwld  lilfft^iiiji  nflt^fbe  founds  ;  ^.  i 

Save  in  that  kl^y  wbrrs  til  g<H4  ^k»  did  grow« 
And  freely  fpnifig  out  lOf  the  fruHftil  gr9mKl» 
As  jtawm|Mftd  iiatuns  di4  them  liiWf 
Till  t]kat  dnesid  DmgM  all  did  or(lste0V« 
Another  Uke  fttf  true  <ke  grew  thcpdbf* 
WheiHf  whofo  did  ait»  eftfoona-idld  Wm^ 
Both  gebdBiidtitU :  O  moiirnful  meamy  I  r 

Tltottimthx)augIi0fkeiMnf  ftukhfttb  dmcu9  all  to  die; 

XtVIII. 

From  that  firft  ttto^ivrCb  Aow'di  as.firom  a  WeH,    . 
A  tricklifig  &rwa  ^  balm  mc^  i^vte^n 
And  dainty  dear,  whicb  on  the  grouad.ftill  felU 
And  overflowed  att-  tbc  fertile  plaiiii 
As  it  bad  deved.beea  with  timely  rain  t 
Liie  and  long  beiilth  tbitt  gracious  oyntment  gttre. 
And  deadly  woilndSitfoiUd  beaU  and  rear  again 
The  fenfelefs)  corie  jippointed  for  the  grave. . 

Into  that Taoatiie&Urfi;iwbich  did  hocn  dcAth  Jumifavt* 

. .      XLIX. 

For  nigh  thereto  ehe  «ver  d^fpn^d  beaft :         \    '  '    \ 
Dlt rft  «<tc.  approach^  ibr  he  Was  deadly .  ttiade^ 
And  all.  that  life  pmfervedf  did  df^ieft :  . 
Ydt  he  it  a& , adventured  to  invade.  :        / 

By  this  the  drooping  day-Ughc  ^gan  tO  fadfi        l 
And  yield  his  room  to  fad  fucceedtag  oigbCf    ;  ; 
Whawkh  her  fable  mamlc  'gan  to  fl^de  "^ 

The  face  of  eanh>  and  ways  of  living  wight. 

And  hogh  :bcr  burning  torch  kt  up  ii?  heaven  bright.  ^ 

iff* 

When  gentle  Una  6w  the  fecond  faU    : 

Of  herdisar  Knight*  wibo  wtary  of  longlightt 
ABdr&tnt:  through  Mk  of  blood;  naw-d  nof  it  dl, 
But  lay  fs  ih  a  dneem  of  deep  delight^ 
JBefmeard  with  pcttioMt  baling,  whofe  vertuous  might 
Did  heal  hia  wound$»  aiid  fcorching  heat  alay , 
Again  :ihr  ftrikon  wsaa  with  fcce.  a^-igbtf     * 
And  fot  bis  faliety  'gan  devoucly  pray, 

And-icatchttenojioua  oiight,  and  wait  for  jpyoui  day« 

L  2 
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LI- 

The  joyous  day-^gfthcirif  to^appdir. 
And  fMr/kftsra  from  the  dt^  b«d '  "  - 

With  roiie  ch^k^,  for"  frame  as  blulhing  nsd^ 
Her  golden  tocks  for  harfte  trere  loofely  {H6d ' 
About  herriemv  t^h^n  UMh^  did  marlc 
Climb  t6  Mi*  Isihtret)'  ail  "with  flowers  fpred  i 
Froin  Heaven  iiigh  to  chafe  the  chearldfs  dark^ 

•Hlfith  merry  ^nmt  i^^r  loud  fkluties  the  mountain  larkJ 

LII. 

Then  frcflily  ifp  arofe  ihc  doughty  Knight, 
All  healed  of  bis  harts  and  woundes  wide, 
Aiid  did  himfctf  to  battle  readf  dtght ; 
Whofe  early  foe  awaiting  him  befide 
To  have  devour'd,  fo  footi  as  ^Jay  he  fpidei 
cWben  now  hefaw  himfelf  (b  freftily  rear,l 
As  if  late  Bghr  had  nought  him  dam  nMide, 
He  woxe  difmaid,  and  'gan^s  fate  to  fear; 

Nathkfs,  with  wonted  rage  he  huw^adranced:  ncaF, 

And  in  his  firft  encounters,  gaping  wide. 
He  thought  actonce  him  ta  have  fwajlowiiquight, 
And  ru(ht  upon  him  wUh  otrtmgeous  pride  % 
Who  him  rencountring  fierce,  as  Hawk  in  flighty 
Perforce  i^ebdtted  bilck.  -  The  weapon  brijght. 
Taking  advant^  of  hls^  open  jawy 
Ran  through  his  moiith'WUih  fo  iMpOrtunernt^fe, 
That  deep  empierct  hisdarkfome  hollowmaw^  / 

Anti'  badk  pfctyr^d>:  hj^  lift  blood  iorth.  withal  ^|d  draw« 

LIV. 

So  down  he  fell,  and  forth  }ii$  Ilf^'dld  £reath;  .  ' 
That  Vanifhtinto  fmoak  and  ckmades  fwtfb :    .  «  j 
.  So  down  he  fell;  tha«  th*  earrii  hi/xi  uiuternaatb 
Did  groan,  as  feeble  fo  great  load  to  iifti      ^ 

'  So  down  hto  fell,  sts  an  hiige'Kidcy  cllfr^ :  *  - '     ; 
Whofe  falfe  foundation  waves  iMive  wafht  away»  ' 
With  dreadfiri  poyfeis  fronv  the  main  laddrxj^ 
And  rolling  down,  gwat-iVSfM^doth  difmay-^ 

So  down  }ie  fell,  and  like  aii  )ie^ed,a)ount»niiay»    . 
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The  Knight  hinlfelf  cv!^  {femUed  a(  hh  ffll^    .       .    j 
Sahuge.tad  hourrible  a  malle  it  feenni'd^  V^..     .      ^ 
And  his  dear  Lady^^ tHa|i>eheld  k all^  .   '     r 
Durft  noi^  appKXih  4br  di^ad«  whi<;:h  ihe.  mUdeem'd : 
But  yet  atladi  wheats;  the  direful  feend 
She  faw notitir,  off  fliaking  vain  jiffright,  '   ri    :  [ 
She  oilier  drew,  and  £iw  that  joyous*ead  ;     ^    .  / 
ThcAGodihe  prals'd)  atni  thai^kt  her  faithful  Knt^e, 

That  Jiad  atchiey*d  fa  great  a  cDnquei|  by  hia  migbc  ^r^ 
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Fair  Una  /<?'  Ibe  Redcrofs'Kmghtr[  ; ; 

Betrothed  is  with  joy: 
Tb9Hgb  falfeH\^ttbi  it  to  lor 

Htr  falfe pigbts  doth' implcy.     '• 

•     •  • 

I. 

Eholdy  I  lec  the  l^ypi)  high  at  band,  . , 
To  which  I  mean  my  weary  courfe  to  bend ;   " 
Vere  the  main  (heet,  and  bear  up  with  the  land^  .' 
The  which  afore  is  fairly  to  be  kend. 
And  feemeth  fafe  from  ftorms  that  may  offend  ^     ; 
There  this  fair  virgin  weary  of  her  way  .   ,      , 
Muft  landed  be,  now  at  her  journeys  end: 

There  eke  my  feeble  bark  awhile  may  ftay, ; 

Till  merry  wind  and  weather  call  her  th6nce  away^    ^ 

Scarcely  had  Pbesbus  in  the  glooming  caft  j       ;  ^_  ,* 
Yet  haraefled  bis  firy-footcd  ceero>    .. !..,/'.   ^  * 
Ne  reard  abovp  the  earth  bis  flaming  creaft^  . . 
When  the  Jail  deadly  fn^'oak  aloft,  did  iteern*^  ' . 
That  fign  of  laft  outbreatbed  life  did  ftcnii 
Unto  the  watchman  oij  the  caille  wall  \  •  ..,.         , 
Who  thereby  dead  that  baleful  beaft  dUl'decm, 
And  tp  his  Lord  and  Lady  loud  'gah  call, 

7o  tell  how  he  had  fcen  the  Dragons  fatal  fall« 

1^  i 
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Uprofc  wiA  hafty  f^v,  itn*  ftsfelfe  IjjceJli    !  i  :.  . : 
That  aged  Sire,  the  IxH^'of  ilt  tlm  iMd^^vr'  '  < 
And  looked  forth,  t6  Wect  i^truc  AWIeud 
IthoTe  t^pdihg^  «rere,  a6  he  di^tiAdefftmd't 
Which  wh^as  true  by  tffti'ift  out  fiiid;n     / :  : 
He  badejtb  clbfcft  Vide  bift  brazen  gw*, 
Which  king  nnie  had  bidi  4iut,  and  outrtfFiiand 

••  jfrticlaiiiled  j6y  4nd  pcicd  throUgh  atl'*lsPjftit<tr^:  i 

For  dead  now:Was  thei^  foe,  Whicb  themlorMydJaie*.  : 

IV.  ^^ 

Then  *gan  triumphant  trumpets  lound  on  high* 
That  fent  to  hea^^seo  th^  .ec^opd  x^pott 
Of  their  new  joy,  and  happy  viftbry 
Gainft  him^  that  had  them  long  9ppre(^  with  tort. 
And  faft  impriibned  in  lieged  fort.     '   f , 
Then  all  the  peiople^  as  m  fblemn  fe^ft,.^  a  > 
To  him  alKmbled  with  one  full  confortl^ 
Rejoycing  at  the  fall  of  t&'at  great  bfcaft. 

From  whofe  eternal  bondage  now  they  were  releaft. 

Forth  came  that  ancient  L^rd  and  agefl'dOTetl,'"^'  •*  I  ] 
Arratd  in  antique  robft^'  down  to  the'^OTndJ  '  *  ^ 
And  fad  habiliments  right  well  $efcen  ; ' ;    ;•'  '  ; 
A  noble  crew  about  them  waited  round  '  '   .    * ' 
Of  fage  and  fober  Peers,'  all  'gravely  geiwrtrf; 
Whom  fw  before  did  march  a  goodly  batid'  'V* 
Of  tall' young  men^  all  able  arms  to  loundj^ 
But  now  they  laurel  branctes  bore  in  hand  j    '   *  ' 

Glad  Iign  of  victory  and  peace  in  all  their  land. 

Unto  that  doughty  conqueror  they  c^me. 
And  him  before,  themfelves  proftrating  low^ 
Their  Lord  and  patron  loQd|did  him  proclaim. 
And  at  his  feet  their  laurel  boughs  did  throw. 
Soon  after  them,  all  'dancing  on  a  row 
The  comely  virgins  came,  with  gh-londs  dight. 
As  frefli  as  flowres  in  mcdow  green  do  grow. 
When  morolng  dew  upon  their  leaves  doth  light : 

And  in  their  hanas  fwect  tymbrcis  all  upheld  on  heightJ 
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And  them  befbre  t^q  fry  of  chUd^ca  young  <•     ^j 

Their  wanton  fportfi  and  cbildifh*  mk^  did  play,   : 
And  to  the  icHti(|ett  i^unding  tymbreU  fuog,.  , 
In  well  attuned  QOCe^  a  joyous  lay, 
And  made  delightffU  mufick  all  the  way^ 
Until  they  came  where  that  fair  virgin  ftood  ^ 
As  fair  Diana  in  freflpL/pnimers  day:  .  -' 

9^ql4s  her  nymphst  ^rang*d  in.  ihady  wood,   . 

Some  wfl^ftle, ,  fooiiQ  4f>,  run,  fome.  bath  in  chryftd  Bfi^i 

•      VIU. 

So  ihe  bdield  thofe  maidens  mdriment  T 

Wi^h  chearful  yi^w  %  who  when  to  her  they  came, 
Themfei ves  to  gipqund  with  gracious  humblefs  bent. 
And  her  ador*4  \>f  hpngurable  name. 
Lifting  to  heaven  her  everlafting  fame : 
Then  on  her  head  (hey  fet  a  girlond  green,    . 
And  crowned  her  *tw>xt  eflimeit  and  'twixt  game  i 
Whp  in  her  ielf^n^mblance  well  befeen,  . 

Did  feen)  fuch  as  ^  Wils^  a  goodly  o^idea  Queen. 

IX. 

And  after  all  the  rafead  mat^y  i;an,  -'    •- 
Heaped  together  'vt  rude  rabkinent^ 
To  fee  the  fa^ce  of  that  victorious  man  : 
Wl^om  all  admired,  as  from  h^veo  f<!nt. 
And  g^s^*^  upon  vf'^fh  gaping  wonderment* 
But  when  they  caive  where  that  dead  Dragon  lay,  • 
Strctcht  on.tbc  grQwd  in  monftrous  large  extent. 
The  fight  with  idk  fear  did  them  difmay^ 

Ne  durft  ^pproch  hiox  njgh  to  touch,  or  once  a0ay. , 

Some  feard  and  fled  :  fome  f^ard  'and,  well  it  feignd. 
One  that  would  wjfer  feem  than  all  the  reft, 
Warnd  him  not  touch  ^  for  yet.  perhaps  remaind 
Some  lingring  Ufe  within  his  hollow  bread. 
Or  in  his  womb  might  lurk  fome  hidden  neft 
Of  many  Dragonets,  his  fruitful  feed  i  . 
Another  faid,  that  in  his  eyes  did  refl: 
Yet  fparkling  fire,  and  bad^  thereof  take  heed  % 

Another  laid,  he  faw  him. move  his  eyts  indeed* 

L4 
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XL' 

One  mother,  whcnas  her  foolhardy  cHId 
Did. come  too  near,  and  with- bis  talons  play,     •  ^ 
Half  dead  through  fear,  her  Iktfe  babe  revild,  * 
And  to  her  goffips  *gan  in  counfel  fay  ; 
How  can  I  tell,  but  that  his  talons  may 
Yet  fcratch  my  fon,  or  rend  his  tender  hand? 
So  diycrfly  themfelves  in  vain  theyfray ; 

.  Whiles  fome  more  bold,  tc  meafure  him  nigh-ftsnd,  • 

To  prWe  how  mtoy  acres  he  did  ipfead  of  lahdl 

XII. 

Thus  flocked  all^lheibik  him  round  iabdut^  ';       [^\  * 
rThe  whiles  that  hoary  King,  with'  all  his  rraift,  '*' 
'Being  arrived,  whete  that  th^mpkai'ftout      *'  -^ 
After  his  foes  de&afance  did  rehlcnfn,  * 

Him  goodly  greets,  and  fair  docs  entenairi,  .* 
With  princely  gifts  of  ivory  and  gold. 
And  thoufand  thanks  him  yietds  1b^  all  his  pani.  - 
Then  when  his  Dtfaghter.  deaf  htf'does  behold^    •  •' 

Her  dearly  doch  imb(race,  and  kiffeth  manifold; 

XIIL 

And  after  to  his  palace  he  them  fcriiSgs, 

With  fhaumes,  aiid  cnirtpets,  artd  with  claHon$-fWeet  j 
And  all  the  Way  t1ic  joyoui  p^opfe  fings,    * 
And  with  their^arments  ftrow  thfe  paved  fl:reet ; 
Whence  mountirfg  up,  they  find  purveyance  rtwre^^ 
Of  all  that  Royal  Princes  couit  became,  '       - -^ 
And  all  th^  floor  Was  underneath  tbeit'  feet    -^  ^'^"'^ 
Befpred  with  coflly  fcarlet  of  great  name. 

On  which  they  lowly  £t,  and  fitting  purpofe  fame. 

XIV. 

What  needs  me  tdl  their  feafl:  and  goodly  guile, ' 
In  which  was^  nothing -riotous  nor  vain  ? 
What  needs  of  dainty  difhes  ta*d*vacv ' 
Of  comely  fervices,  or  courtly  train  ?    '  -     • 
My  narrow  leaves*  cannot  in  d)em  contain 
The  large  difcoutfe  of  Royal  Princes  ftate*  * 

Yet  was  their  manner  then  but  bare  and  plain :  - 
For  th*  antique  world  ei^cefs  and  pride  did  hate^ 

Such  proud  luxurious  pomp  is  fwoHen  up  but  late. 


XV*' 

Then  when  with  meats  and  drliiks  of  ^ very  kiricJ  \V   ' 
Their  Fetvent  appetites  they *qucnfcHcd  had,        ' ;  ]  • 
That  ancient  Lord  *gah  fit  occafion  find  ;  **; 

Of  ftrange  adventures,  and  bf  perils  fad,  ,*      , 

Which  in  his ' trtvel  him  befaHW  had,  '} 

For  to  demand -of'  his  renowAcd  gueft :  |^  ^  ; 

Who  th^n  with  utterance  grave',  *ind  count'nanqc  fail. 
From  point  to  point,  as  is  before  expreft,  ; , 

Difcourfrhis  iroyagc I6ng;  according  his  fequcil!^'*'  ^'* 

YVT 

Great  plcafures  mix?  with  pirifiir  regard^,  i  -    •  / 

That  godly  King  and  Queefa  did  paffionate,  ^        ., 
WhyJcs  they- his  pitifiil  Mrentures  heard,      '        T 
That  oft  they  did  lament  his  lucklef^ftate. 
And  often  blame'  the  too  importune  fate. 
That  heapt  on  him  fo  many  wrathful  wreaks : 
For  never  gentle  Knight^  as  he  of  late,       ,  \ 

So  toiled  was  in  fortunes'  cruel  freyks ;  '    ^t 

And  all  the  while  fait  tear?  bedewM  the  hearers  dheeks^.  ' 

XVIL 

Then  faid  that  Royal  Peer  in  fober  wife, 

Dear  fon,  great  ttcn  the  cvik,  which  ye  borc^    Vj 
From  firft  to  laft,.  ^  in  '^oilr  1  ate  ert tefprifc,        . . .  // 
That  I  n6*te,  wheeler  phife,  or  pity  niore  :  /_;  \  ,> 
For  ncverKving  man  el  WeerT)  rdTore  '        ..,•,/> 
In  fea  of  deadk  dan^rs  Was  dift reft*.';  .  ,\''^  \ 

But  fith  now  lafe  ye  feifed  ha\re  thfe' fliore^'   '      ,*\ 
And  well  arrived  $rfc  (hi^h  God  be  bleft)    ' '][  ^^y'''    , 

IjCt  us  dcvife  oFcafe;  "anid  everlaftlng  reft.    '  * ^  ' 

xvnr.     .  ^:  -,    . 

Ah  deareft  Lx)rd^  faidthen  that  doughty  Knight,    "* , 
Of  eafe  or  reft  I  may  not  yet  devife; 
For  by  the  faith  which  I  to  arms  have  plight,  .      ^ 
I  bouhden  am,  ftraight  after  this  emprife  j  ,, 

(As  that  your  daughter  can  ye  well  advife)  ,', 

Back  to  return  to  that  great  Fairy  Queen, 
And  her  to  ferve  fix  years  in  warlike  wife,  j" 

Gainft  that  proud  Paynim  King  that  works  her  tecni 

Therefore  I  ought  crave  pardon,  till  I  there  have  been. ' 


*  t* 


f  f,r 


,70,         .THB,FA^I^X<i^%P^vri<«kI. 

Unhappy  falls th»^ hard nccdCcy  ^  .♦,!,{,  ^.r^^  ..^,: 
(QudtK  Kc)  fhcllf QRW^r  ofifny  ha^Ijy  p^  .W 
And  vowed. fcie  9f  fl^y  fiflicity j         ,  :  ,  ,,^:  j- 

Nc  I  againft  t^c  fatnc  can  j^uftly  preace :   .      4,  ^,/ 
But  fince  that  bw»4..j^  cannot  now  fdcafc,  ^    :.;/'. 
Nor  docn  undai^For.  vijtws  oiaymot  be  vaio),.  ^^/.j 
Soon  as  the  teri|^  j^f  thp^  (iix'year^  Jhall  ccafe,  .^  ''' 
*  Yc  then  (hall  hither  baqlc  return  again^  , .  . 

The  marriage  to  a^compliOi  vow^d  oetwixt  yoa^jH%q 

XX.  • 

Which  for  my  part,  I  covet  to  perfornrit  •  : :.    .; 

In  fort  as  throusfi  the  world.  I  did  pro(;Iaiins    - 
That  vhofo  kilFd  that  monfter  (moil  deforip)  ^    . 
And  him  in  hardy  batde  overcame,  ,  ;. 

Should  have  mine  only  daughter  to  his  Dacn^ 
And  of  m^  Kingdom  heir  apparent  be  : 
Therefore,  fince  now  to  thee  .pertains  the  fame» 
By  due  defen  of  npble  chivalry^ , 

Both  daughter,  and  eke  kingdom,  lo,  I  yield  to  thqCr 

XXI. 

Then  forth  he  called  that  his  daughter  fair,  .3  '    ;   . 
The  faireft  Utf  his  only  Daughter  dear. 
His  oitily  daughter,  and'  his  only  heir^     ^ 
Who  forth  proceeding  with  fad  fphcr  chear^   :  -  f    • 
As  bright  as  doth  the  morninkflijai:  appear     ^^  .^ .  \ 

Out  of  the  eaft,.'  with  flaming Jppksb^dlgbV)  v.  '1\. 
To  tell  the  dawning  day  is  drawing  ncar^     ,uq  ij   • 
And  to  the  worJd  does  oriiig  lo^  wiiKed  ligM  \.:  / 
So  fair  and  firelh  that  Lady  fhew'd  herfclf  .in  Esbt.,/ 

XXII. 

So  fair  and  fre(h,  as-  frefliefl:  flowre  in  Mp^  '   . 

For  fhe  had  laid  her  mournful  dole  afide. 
And  widow-like  fad  wimple  thrown  away. 
Wherewith  her  heavenly  oeauty  (he  did  hide  ^ 
Whiles  on  her  weary  journey  fhe  did  ride  i 
And  on  her  now  a  garment  fhe  did  wear. 
All  lilly  White,  witnouten  fpot  or  pride,  . 
That  feem*d  like  filk  and  fdver  woven  near^ 

But  neither  filk  nor  (ilver  therein  did  appear* 


i 
h. 


The  blazing  biT^ntif  of  her  bnut^  .. 

And  akmous  light  of  her  fvnlhiny  face 
To  ml  went  a^io  ftrive  agaioft  the  flream.   \ 
My  ragged  rioiea  are.  all  to  rude  and  bafe. 
Her  heiiycply  lineaiacnts  for  to  enchace. 
Ne  wonder )  for  her  o^n  dear  bved  Knight» 
AH  were  Ihe  daily  with  Umfclf  in  place^ 
Did  wonder  much  at  her  celeilial  0ght : 

Oft  had  be  ieen  her  fair,  but  never  fi>  £ur  dig^^ . 

XXIV. 

Sofiurly  dight,  when  (he  in  prefence  came,  i 

She  to  her  fire  made  humble  reverence,  > 

And  bowed  low,  that  hei;  ri^t  well  became. 
And  added  grace  linto  her  excellence : 
Who  with  great  wifdom  and  grave  eloquence^ 
Thus  'gan  to  fay«    But.ere  he  thus  had  iaid> 
Widi.  flyiBg  ipeed,  and  feeming  great  pretence,  . 
Came  nipping*  in,  much  like  a  man  difmay^d, 

A  mctkngtt  .with  letters,  which  his  mctSam,  faid. 

x^v,; 

AH  in  the  open  haU  amazed  ftopd         \ 
Atfuddalflpfsiofthatpmr^yfight,  .        -  \ 
And  wondred  all  bi$  bre^lefs  hafty  moodt 
But  he  for  fHOMght  w^uld  ftay  his  pai^iag^^ngl^^    > 
Till  fail  before  the  King  he  did  alight,     ;  '      i  . 
Where  falling  flat,  great  humblds  he  did* make. 
And  kift  thftgjround,  where^^  his  foot  was  pight^ 
Then  to  his  i^ands  that  writ  be  did  betake : 

Which  be  ^^fglofyfig^  r^d  thus,  as  the  paper  fpake. 

^     XXVL  ^'^     f- 

To  thee, '  jwft  .mighty  King  of  EJm  fair,    .         .      f 

Her  greeting  fends  in  chei'e  fad  lines  addrpH, 

The  wotfhilrdayghter  ^nd.forfaken  heir 

Of  that  great  £inperour:pf  all  the  weft ; 

And  bids  fh(99rbe  advifcd  for. the  be(l,      ... 

Ere  thou  diy  dwghr^r  link  in  holy  band  . 

Of  wedlock, ;  to  that  new  unknowen  gued ; 

For  he  already  plighted  \^\s,  right  hand 
Unto  another  .love«  and  to  another  land* 


1   •   .  • 

•   1    » 


To  me,  farf-rfiafd,  or  rather  wMow  lad,-  >        •  '  -  'i  i' 
He  was  affianced  loftg  time  before,.  • 
And  facred  pledges  he  both  gave  and  had,    '  '  •  i' 
Falfe  errant  Knight,  infamous,  and  fdrfwDre :  •  '   •' 
Witnefs  the  burning  altars,  v^hich  hefworc,'         ' 
And  guilty  heavens  of  his  bold  perjtary ;  *    ^ 

Which  though  he  hath  ()dluted  oft  of  ^orc>    ' 
Yet  I  to  them  for  judgment  juft  do  fly,'  ''  • 

And  them  conjure  t*avenge  this  ihamefOUhjur^,  ^  ""'^ 

XXVIII. 

Therefore,  fihce  mine  he  is,  or  free  dr'boncj. 
Or  falfe  or  true,  or  living  or  elfc  dead, 
Withhold-  O  Sbvcraine  Prince,  your  hafty  hond 
From  knitting  league  With  him,'  I  you  aread  ; 
Ne  wren  my  right  with  (frehgth  adown.to  treads  ' 
Through  weaknefs  of  my  Widow^hed;  or  wo6t-  -* 
For  truth  is  ftrong,  her  rightful  caufe  tA  plead,  * 
And.  fhall  find  friends,  if  need  reoaireth  fo :       '  -^ 

So  bids  thee  well  to  fare,  thy  neither  friehd,' nor  fdc,    -  /. 

XXIX.  ^  Fidefa, 

When  he  thefe  bitter  biting  words  had  rfcd',;  - -- 

The  tydings  ftrange  did  him  abafbed  mtke. 
That  ftfll  he  fate  long  time  aftoni(h^fcds-J^-^  'V 
As  ih  great  mufej'  ne  word  to  creatu^t'fpake/ 
At  laft,  his  folcmn  Tilehce  thus  he  bridge; 
With  doubtful  eyes -feft -fixed  on-hid  gadfti 
Redoubted  Knight,  that  for  mine  only  ^k«  ^  .     ^ 
Thy  life  and  honour  late  adventureft,/**  '  *         • 

Let' nought  be  hid  from  nfie,  that  ought  to  i)e  ekpnUL^ 

XXX. 

^hat  mean  thefe  bloody  vows,  and  idle  thiieatsv 
Thrown  out  from  womaniih  impatient  iDidd  ? 
What  heavens  i  what  altars^  what  enraged  heats 
Here  heaped  up  with  terms  of  love  unkind. 
My  confcience  clear  with  guilty  band»  would  bnid  ? 
High  God  be  witnefs;  that  I  guikMs  flkii. 
But,  if  your  felf.  Sir  Knight,  ye  faulty  fiiftd,  *      * 
Or  wrapped  be  in  loves  of  former  Damev 

With  crime  do  not  it  coVer;-  but  dtfdofe  the  iame. 


< » 
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To  whom  tiltt^.JSrifr^Knigbtchb'aiifweri^        ,       <. 
My  Lord,  siy  King»  be  nought  hectat  dsTma/iIp 
Till  well  yo  wote  fay  grave  tiitendiinent» 
What. woman,  and  wherefiare  doth  me  upbrayd    - 
With  breach  of  love^  and  loyialty  betray 'd    . 
It  was  in  my  maihaps  as  hkherward 
I  lately,  tctvcUfd;  that  unwaves  I  (trayd 
Out  of  my  wdy,  through  perils  :ftrange  and  hard.t 

Tfiat  day  fliookL  £ul.me^  ere  I  had  ibem  all  dcclarU    ' 

XXXIL 

There  did  I  $nd  or  rather  I  was  foiind 
Of  this  faiie  Woman,  that  Fukfa  hight, 
Fidejfa  higiit! the  falfeft  Dame.on  ground,- 
Meft  falfe  Duejpti  royal  richly  dight. 
That  eafie  was  t*  inveigle  weaker  fight : 
Who  by  her  Mficked  arts^  and  wily  skill. 
Too  fdife  and  ftroog  for  earthly  skill  or  mighr„  : 
Un^^f^ai^  me  wrought  lunto  her  wicked .wilU 

And  to  my  foe  bttray'd,  when  leaft  I  feared  ill*  i  .      r 

XXXIIL 

Then  fteppifd  forth  the  goodly  royal,  maid,  I 

And  on  the  ground  her  felf  proftracing  low» 

With  folbu  oounienance  thus  to  him  laid  ^ * 

O  pardon^sne,  Ji^  Soveraine  Lord,  to  fhow.i 
'  The  fecret  tttafoosi  which  of  l^ce- 1  know 
To  haje  been  wtoughc  by  that  falfe  Ibrccrefs* ./  : . 
She  only,  /he  it  is;.  tikdH  Qrft.did;throw 
This  gfmtle  Knight  into  foi  great  diftrefs. 

That  death,  hitat  did  *wit  in  cfeily  wwtcbcdn^^ .  .  .   T 

XXXIV. 

And  now  itvfeems  that  fhc  faborn^  hftth     ;  r:  C 

This  crafty /Attflragrr  .wid»  let»rs  tVaia,         ]  . 
To  wo(k  new  wqe-and^unprovid^fcath. 
By  bceakiag  off  ih^  bwd -Is^wi^C  m  twain  ^        f 
Wh«reinil^.ured.hAthchQpra^i^k.pain   .._.'; 
Of  this  fal^  fobtOti^n,  "clpAHt  with  fimpleneg,  *    /.^ 
Wboimtif  yfi  pkfife  for  to  difcoycf :  plain,      ; :  : , ;  ♦ 
Ye  (hall  him  /irAfindg^  fine],;  J>  gMefs, 

The  falfi:ft;»»n;alijr«;:who.ti«8i&illfiivi  no Jei^r  j-  ; 
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XXXV. 

Tl^e  King  wa^  greatly  mooted  at  ber%iee(^i    ' 
And.  all  widi  fuddain  indtgnadon  fraig^t, 
Bade  on  that  ii|eflfenger .  rule  Iwida  to  ttadu 
£fi£x>ns  the  guiHid^  wluch  on  his  ftate  did  wait^ 
Attacht  that  iaicor  falft,  and  bound  him  ftrait ; 
Who  feeming  forely  ckaSkd.  at  his  hand* 
As  chained  &ar.  Whom  craei  dogi  do  bait« 
With  idle  force  ^d  fain  them  to  vrithftand, ' 

And  often  femblancc  made  to  fcape  out  of  thehr  hoodl 

XXXVI. 

But  they  him  laid  full  low  in  dungson  deep. 
And  bound  him  hand  and  foot  with  iraoxhuiis,^  • 
And  withvcominaal  watch  did  warelykck^; 
Who  then  would  think,  that  by  his  fu6tle  traina  \ 
He  could  efcape  foul  death  or  deadly  pains  ? 
Thus  when  that  Prince^  wrath  was  pacify'di^ 
He  c^gan  renew  the  tate  forUdden  banes. 
And  to  the  Knight  his  daughter  dear  he  ty*d» 

With  facred  rites  and  vows  for  ever  to  abide. 

XXXVIL 

His  own  two  hands  the  holy  knots  did  knit^ 
That  none  but  death  for  ever  can  divide, 
His  own  two  hands,  for  fuch  a  turn  moft  fir. 
The  houfling  fire  did  kindle  and <pKivkla,«       •  .   .* 
And  holy  water  thereon  fprinkted  iwkte  i    j 
At  which  the  buihy  tead  a  groom:  did  lightf  . 
And  facred  lamp  in  fecnet  chamber  hide. 
Where  it  (houkl  ndft  be^queniched  d^y  iioi-  night. 

For  fear ^of  evil  faces,  but  burnen  €ver  bririit^ 

xxxvni. 

Then  *gan  they  fprinkig*  all  the  pbifo  witfa>«&ii   :• 
And  made  -gi^aft  feaft^ '  to  «foIemni2e  dm.  dayf   • 
They  all  perfumed  Mrith  frankincMfe  divine;   v  *y: 
And  ppedous  odours  feccht  from  far  afwy*  ^   ' 
That  all  the  hoUj^M^ftMat^wichigbtatarra^ 
And  ali  the  while  fwtet  mufick^rd  a^y 
Her  curious  flcijlf  the  warbling  nen^  to  play,  < 
To  drive  away  the  dull  mdanchertf  j  •    "'     : 

The  v^iiies  one  iung  a  fmg  of  love  and  joIUty«.     t 
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XXXIX. 

During  the  which,  there  vna  m  heaveqiv  noife 
He^  found  through  all  the  ptiace  pleafandy. 
Like  as  ic  had  been  many  an  Angels  voice, 
-^Singuup;  bflpre  tV  eternal  Miyefty^  > 

^Ia  thefr  tiififU  tii^licidte  on  high ;  '  ' 

Yet  wift  no  creature,  whence  that  heavenly  fweec 
Proceeded ;  yet  each  one  felt  fecrctly 
Himfelf  thereby  reft  of  his  feitf^s  meet. 
And  raviihed  with  rare  impreflion  in  his  fprite. 

Grc^.  joy  wasjrtadk  tliat  day  of  youn^  ftnd  old;  . 

"^  And  folemn  feafl:  proclaimed  throughout  the  land. 
That  their  exceeding  mirth  may  not  be  told : 
Suffice  it,  here  by.  ugps  to  unoerAand 
The  ufual  joys  at  knitting  of  loves  band* 
Thrice  happy  man  the  Knight  himfelf  did  hold,  -^ 
"VeSfXkd  orhts  Ladies  heart  and  hand  *, 
And  ever,  when  his  eye  did  her  behold. 

His  heart  did  feem  to  melt  in  pleafures  manifold. 

Her  joyous  prfefence  and  fweet  company  \ 

In  full  concent  he  there  did  long  enjoy,. 
Nc  wicked  envy,  ne  vile  jealoufie 
His  dear  delights  were  able  tb  annoy :  ^ 
Yet  fwimming  in  that  fca  of  blifsful  joy. 
He  ndught  forgpt,  how  he  whilome  had  fwprrt,, 
In  cafe  he  could  that  monftrou^bcaft'dcftroyp    -  — 
Unto  his  Fairy  <2|ueen  back  to  return  ;  - 

The  which  he  Ihortly  did,  2n\dUm  left  to  mourn. 

XLH. 

Now  ftrike  ypur  faih  ye  jolly  rtafitteM:"  ''  '  "  :'';\  . 
For  we  be  come  unto  a  cpaict  rode,      ^ 
Where  we  hiufl:  land  fome  of  our  paflcnget-s;     ;; : 
And  light  this  weary  veficl  of  her  lode.         ,     ,    r 
Here  (he  a  while  may  make  her  fafe  abbde. 
Till  Ihe  repaired  have  lier  tackles  fpent, 
And  wanjc?  fupplytfe.    And  fh^n  again  abroad 
On  the  long  voyage  whtfecb  Ihe  is  bent : 

Well  may  fhe  fpeed,'  and^i^ ilrtifti  her  intent.- 
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FAIRY  OtTE  EN: 


J     «  « 


CONTAINING 


«  » 


Thfe  legend  of  Sir  G  u  y  o  n,  or  of  tempenmce* 

I 

Right  well  I  wore,  irioft  pigihty  Soreraine, 
That  all  this  famous  antique  hiftory. 
Of  fotAe,  th'aboundancc  of  aa.yic  brain 
Will  judged  be,  and  painted  forgery. 
Rather  than  matter  of  ju  ft  ^memory  > 
Sith  none  that  breatheth  living  air  does  know. 
Where  is  that  happy  laiid  of  F^ry^ 
Which  I  fo  much  doyaunt,  yet  no'.where  lhow» 
But  vouch  antiquities,  *  which  no  body  can  know. 

;II. 

But  let  that  man.with  better  ienfe  adviie,  .  . 

That  of  the  workl.  leaft  pact  to  us  is-xed :  i     .     . 

And  daily  how  through  hardy  entprpria,  ,  .  . 

Many 'great  regions,  arc  difcoveredr;  .  m-  •  1        n  • 

Which  to  late  age  ^cre  never  mentioned.   . 

W  ho  evfer  Hpard  of  th!  ItuiiaM  Peru  /  , .      .    :. 

Or  who  in  Venturous  yefiel  meafuird   .  • 

The  *  Amazons  huge,  river  now  found  true  ?  ;  . 
Or  fruictuUeit  Virgma  who  did  ever  view. 


•  •  I     4 
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IIL 

Yet  all  thefe  were,  when  no  man  did  them  know  •, 
Yet  have  from  wifeft  ages  hidden  been  : 
And  later  times  things  more  unknown  fhall  fhow. 
Why  then  fhould  witlefs  man  fo  much  mifween 
That  nothing  is,  but  that  which  he  hach  feen  ? 
What  if  within  the  moon*s  fair  (hining  fphear, 
What  if  in  every  other  ftar  unfeen 
Of  other  worlds  he  happily  fhould  hear  t 

He  wonder  would  much  more,  yet  fuch  to  fome  appear* 

IV. 

Of  Fairy  land  yet  if  he  more  inquire. 
By  certain  figns  here  fet  in  fundry  place 
He  may  it  find  ;  ne  let  him  then  admire, 
But  yield  his  fenfe  to  be  too  blunt  and  bace, 
That  no'ce  whhout  an  hounds  fine  footing  trace* 
And  thou,  O  faireft  Frincefs  under  (ky. 
In  this  fair  mirror  may'ft  behold  thy  face. 
And  thine  own  realms  in  land  of  Fairy, 

And  in  this  antique  image  thy  great  anceftry« 

▼  • 

The  which,  O  pardon  me  thus  to  enfold 
In  covert  veil,  and  wrap  in  Ihadows  light. 
That  feeble  eyes  your  glory  may  behold. 
Which  elfe  could  not  endure  thofe  beames  brighr^ 
But  would  be  dazled  with  exceeding  light. 
O  pardon,  and  vouchfafe  with  patient  ear 
The  brave  adventures  of  this  Fairy  Knighr, 
The  good  Sir  Guy  on  ^  gracioufly  to  hear. 

In  whom  great  rule  of  tempVance  goodly  doth  appear* 


Vol  L  M 
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CANTO    I. 

Cuyon  iy  Archimage  ahi/d^    • 
^be  Redcrcfs  Knight  awaits j 
Finds  Mordant  and  Amavizjlain 
fVitb  fUafures  prifined  baits. 

L 

THat  cunning  architcft  of  cankred  guile. 
Whom  Princes  late  difpleafurc  left  in  bands. 
For  falfed  letters  and  fuborned  ^ilc. 
Soon  as  the  Redcrofs  Knight  he  underftands. 
To  been  departed  out  of  Eden  lands. 
To  fcrve  again  his  Soveraine  Elfin  Queen, 
His  arts  he  moves,  and  out  of  caytives  htods 
Himfelf  he  frees  by  fecret  means  unfeen  ; 
His  (hackles  empty  left,  himfelf  efcaped  ctean^ 

II. 

And  forth  he  fares  full  of  malicious  mfind, 
To  worken  mifchief  and  avenging  woe, 
Whereever  he  that  godly  Knight  may  find. 
His  only  heart-fore,  and  his  only  foe, 
Sith  Una  now  he  algates  muft  forgo. 
Whom  his  victorious  hands  did  earft  reftore 
To  native  crown  and  kingdom  late  ygo: 
Where  (he  enjoys  furc  peace  fov  evermore. 

As  weather-beaten  (hip  arrived  on  happy  (hore. 

III. 

Him  therefore  now  the  object  of  his  (pight 
And  deadly  feud  he  makes  :  him  to  offend 
By  forged  treafon,  or  by  open  fight 
He  feeks,  of  all  his  drift  the  aimed  end  : 
Thereto  his  fubtile  engines  he  does  bend. 
His  praftick  wit,  and  his  fair  filed  tongue. 
With  thoufand  other  flcights  :  for,  well  he  kend,^ 
His  credit  now  in  doubtful  ballance  hung.; 

I^or  hardly  could  be  hurc^  who  was  already  ftuog.  , 
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IV. 

Still  as  he  went,  he  crafty  dales  did  lay. 
With. cunning  trains  him  to  entrap  uny^'arcs. 
And  privy  fpials  plact  in  all  his  way. 
To  weet  what  courfe  he  takes,  and  how  he  fares; 
To  catch  him  at  avantage  in  his  fnares; 
But  now  fo  wife  and  wary  was  the  Knight, 
By  tryai  of  his  former  harms  and  cares. 
That  he  defcry'd,  and  ihunned  flill  his  (light : 

The  hih  tjiat  once  was  caught,  new  bait  will  hardly  bite. 

'  V.    ' 

Nath'lefs,  th*EnchaDter  would  not  fpare  his  pain. 
In  hope  to  win  occafion  to  his  will : 
Which  when  he  long  awaited  hs^d  in  vain. 
He  chaog'd  his  mind  from,  one  to  other  ill. 
For  to  all  good  he  ener^iy  was  flill. 
Upon  the  way  him  fortuned  to  meet 
(Fair  marching  underneath  a  (hady  hill) 
A  goodly  Knight,  all  arm*d  in  harnefs  meet. 

That  from  his  head  no  place  appeared  to  his  feet. 

VI. 

His  carriage  was  full  comely  and  upright. 
His  countenance  demure,  and  temperate  i 
But  yet  fo-^'ftern  and  terrible  in  fight, 
That  chear'd  his  friends,  and  did  his  foes^am^te : 
He  w^an  EIBn  born  of  noble  ftate. 
And  nriickle  worfhip  in  his  native  land  ^ 
Well  could  he  tourney,  and  in  lifts  debate. 
And  Knight  hood,  took  of  good  Sir  ffugns  hand. 

When  with  King  Oki^m  he  came  to  Fairy  land. 

VII. 

Him  ftls  accompany'd  upon  the  way, 
A  comely  Palmer,  clad  in  black  attire. 
Of  ripeft  ye^rs,  and  hairs  all  hoary  gray,, 
That  with  <^  ftafFhis  feeble  fteps. did  ftire, 
Leafl:  his  long  way  his  aged  limbs  l}ipuI4  tire :     «, 
And  if  by  Ipoks  one  may  .the  mind;  ^re^d. 
He  feem'd  to  be  a  fage  and  fober  fire, 
And  ever  with  flow  pace  the  Knight  d^  leacj^ 

Who  caught  his  traippling  fteed  \^ith  eQua\. fteps  fo  tr^d. 
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VIII. 

Such  whcnas  Arcbimago  them  did  view. 

He  weened  well  to  work  fome  uncouth  wile  ; 
Eftfoons  untwifting  his  deceitful  clew, 
He  'gan  to  weave  a  web  of  wicked  guile, 
And  with  fair  countenance  and  flattering  ftilc 
To  them  approaching,  thus  the  Knight  befpakc : 
Fair  Son  of  Marsy  that  feek  with  warlike  fjx)!!. 
And  great  atchievemcnts,  great  your  felf  to  make^ 

Vouchfafe  to  ftay  your  ftced  for  humble  mifers  fake. 

IX. 

He  ftaid  his  fteed  for  humble  mifers  fake. 
And  bade  tell  on  the  tenour  of  his  plaint : 
"Who  feigning  then  in  every  limb  to  quake. 
Through  inward  fear,  and  feeming  pale  and  faint. 
With  piteous  moan  his  piercing  fpeech  'gan  paint  \ 
Dear  Lady,  how  (hall  I  declare  thy  cafe. 
Whom  late  I  left  in  languorous  conftraint ! 
Would  God  thy  felf  now  prefent  were  in  place. 

To  tell  this  rueful  tale  -,  thy  fight  could  win  thee  grace. 

X. 

Or  rather  would,  O  would  it  fo  had  chanct, 
That  you,  raoft  noble  Sir,  had  prefent  been. 
When  that  lewd  ribauld  (with  vile  luft  advanct) 
Laid  fird  his  filthy  hands  on  virgin  clean> 
To  fpoil  her  dainty  corfe  fo  fair  and  (heen. 
As  on  the  earth  (great  mother  of  us  all) 
With  living  eye  more  fair  was  never  fcen. 
Of  chaftity  and  honour  virginail : 

Witnefs  ye  heavens,  whom  Ihe  in  vain  to  help  did  call. 

XL 

How  may  it  be  (faid  then  the  Knight  half  wroth) 
That  Knight  Ihould  Knighthood  ever  fo  have  flient  ? 
None  but  that  faw  (quoth  he)  would  ween  for  troth 
How  fhamefully  that  maid  he  did  torment. 
Hef  loofer  golden  locks  he  rudely  rent. 
And  drew  her  on  the  ground,  and  hi*  (harp  fword^ 
Againft  her  fnowy  breaft  he  fiercely  bent, 
And.threatned  death  with  many  a  btoody  word ; 

*'ri>iigUie  hate^  ta  tell  the  reft,  chat  eye  to  &e  abboKk 
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XIL 

Therewith,  amoved  from  his  fober  mood. 

And  lives  he  yet  (faid  he)  that  wrought  this  aft. 
And  doen  the  heavens  afibrd  him  vital  food  ? 
He  lives  (quoth  he)  and  boafteth  of  the  fad, 
Ne  yet  hath  any  Knight  his  courage  crackt. 
Where  may  that  treachour  then  (laid  he)  be  found. 
Or  by  what  means  may  I  his  footing  traft  ? 
That  (hall  I  fhew  (faid  he;  as  fure  as  hound 

The  ftriken  dear  doth  cliallenge  by  the  bleeding  wound» 

XIII. 

He  (laid  not  longer  talk,  but  with  fierce  ire. 
And  zealous  hafte,  away  is  quickly  gone 
To  feek  that  Knight,  where  him  that  crafty  Squire 
Supposed  to  be.    They  do  arrive  anone, 
Where  fate  a  gentle  Lady  all  alone. 
With  garments  rent  and  hair  difcheveled. 
Wringing  her  hands,  and  making  pitious  monei 
Her  fwollcn  eyes  were  much  disfigured. 

And  her  fair  face  with  tears  was  fouly  blubbered. 

XIV. 

The  Knight  approachios  nigh,  thus  to  her  faid. 
Fair  Lady,  through  foul  forrow  ill  bedight. 
Great  pity  is  to  fee  you  thus  difmay'd. 
And  marr  the  blollbm  of  your  beauty  bright : 
Forthy,  appeale  your  grief  and  heavy  plight,         ^ 
And  tell  the  caufe  of  your  conceived  pain. 
For  if  he  live  that  hath  you  doen  defpight; 
He  (hall  you  do  due  rccompence  again. 

Or  elfe  his  wrong  with  greater  puiffancc  maintain. 

XV. 

Which  when  flie  heard,  as  in  defpightful  wife, 
She  wilfully  her  forrow  did  augment, 
And  ofFred  hope  of  comfort  did  dcfpife ; 
Her  golden  locks  moft  cruelly  flic  rent. 
And  fcratcht  her  face  with  ghaftly  drcriment; 
Ne  would  flie  fpeak,  ne  fee,  ne  yet  be  fcen. 
But  hid  her  vifage,  and  her  head  down  bcnr, 
Either  for  grievous  (hame,  or  for  great  teen. 

As  if  her  heart  with  forrow  had  triwistixed  been; 

•  M3 
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XVL 

Till  her  that  Squire  fcefpakc,  Madame,  my  Hef, 
For  Gods  dear  love  be  not  fo  wilful  bent. 
But  do  voucbfafe  now  to  receive  relief, 
•     The  Which.good  fortune  doth  to  you  prefent. 
For  what  toots  it  to  weep  and  to  wayment 
"When  i\\  h  chaunct,  but  doth  the  ill  increafe. 
And  the  weak  mind  with  double  woe  torment  ? 
;  When  Jhe  her  Squire  heard  fpeak,  (he  *gan  appcafc 
Her  voluntary  pain,  and  feel  fome  fecret  cafe. 

XVIL 
Eftfoon  (he  faid,  aK  gentle  trufty  Squire, 
.  What  comfort  can  I  woeful  wretch  conccave. 
Or  why  (hould  ever  I  henceforth  defire 
To  fee  fair  heavens  face,  and  life  not  leave, 
Sith  that  falfe  tray  tor  did  my  honour  reave? 
Falfe  traytor  certcs  (faid  the  Fairy  Knight) 
I  read  the  man,  that  ever  would  deceave 
A  gentle  Lady,  or  her  wrong  through  might : 
Death  were  too  little  pain  for  fuch  a  foul  defpiaht. 

XVIII. 
But  now,  fair  Lady,  cofiifort  to  you  make. 

And  read  who  hath  ye  wrought  this  (hameful  plight  5 
That  ihort  revenge  the  man  may  overtake, 
Wherefo  he  be,  and  foon  upon  him  light, 
Certes  (faid  fhe)  I  wote  not  how  he  hight. 
But  under  him  a  gray  fteed  he  did  wield, 
Whofe  fides  with  dapled  circles  weren  dight ; 
Ujpright  he  rode,  and  in  his  filver  (hield 
He  bore  a  bloody  Crofs,  that  quartred  all  the  field. 

XIX.    . 
Now  by  my  head  (faid  Gt^on)  much  I  muft 
How  that  fame  Knight  (hould  do  fo  foul  amifs. 
Or  ever  gentle  E^amzcl  fo  abufe ; 
For  may  I  boldly  fay,  he  furcly  is 
•  A  right  good  Knight,  and  true  of  word  ywis:* 
I  prefent  was,  and  can  it  witncfs  well. 
When  arms  he  fwore,  and  ftreight  did  enterpris 
Th*adventure  of  the  errant  Damozel, 
In  which  he'  hath  great  glory  Wort,  as  I  hear  tdl* 
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XX. 

Nathlds  he  fhortly  (hall  a^ain  be  tride, 

And  feirly  quite  him  ofth*  imputed  blame: 
Elfe  be  ye  fure,  he  dearly  Ihall  abide. 
Or  make  you  good  amendment  for  the  fame  : 
All  wrongs  have  mends,  but  no  amends  of  {hame« 
Now  therefore.  Lady,  rife  out  of  your  pain. 
And  fee  the  falving  of  your  blotting  name. 
Full  loth  fhe  feem'd  thereto,  but  yet  did  fain ; 

For  fhe  was  inly  glad  her  purpofe  fo  to  gain. 

XXI.  ' 

Her  purpofe  was  not  fuch'  as  (he  did  fab, 
Nc  yet  her  perfon  fuch  as  it  was  feen  j 
But  under  (imple  (hew  and  iemblant  plain 
Lurkt  falfe  Dueffa^  fecretly  unfeen. 
As  a  chafle  virgin  that  had  wronged  been : 
So  had  falfe  A^chimago  her  difguis*d. 
To  cloak  her  guile  with  forrow  and  fad  teen ; 
And  eke  himfelf  had  craftily  devised 

To  be  her  Squire,  and  do  her  fervice  well  aguis*d. 

*         XXII. 

Her  late  forlorn  and  naked,  he  had  found. 
Where  (he  did  wander  in  waftc  wildernefs. 
Lurking  in  rocks  and  caves  far  under  ground. 
And  with  green  mofs  covVing  her  nakednefs. 
To  hide  her  (hame  and  loathly  filthinefs  ; 
Sith  her  Prince  Arthur  of  proud  ornaments 
And  borrowed  beauty  fpoyld.    Her  nathelef$ 
Th'enc^aunter  finding  fit  for  his  intents. 

Did  thus  reveft,  and  deckt  with  due  habiliments. 

XXIII. 

For  all  he  did  was  to  deceive  good  Knights, 

And  draw  them  from  purfuit  of  praife  and  fame. 

To  (lug  in  Qoth  and  fenfual  delights, 

And  end  their  days  with  irrenowned  (hame. 

Aiid  now  exceeding  grief  him  overcame 

To  fee  the  Redcrofs  thus  advaunced  high  \ 

Therefore  this  crafty  engine  he  did  frame, 

Agaiiift  his  praife  to  (lir  up  enmity 

Of  fuch  as  vextues  like  mote  unto  him  allie. 
'  M4 
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XXIV. 

So  now  be  CuyoH  guides  an  uncouth  way. 

Through  woods  and  mountains,  till  they  came  at  ta(t 

Into  4  pleafant  dale,  that  lowly  lay 

Betwixt  two  hills,  whofe  high  heads  overplact. 

The  valley  did  with  cod  ftiade  ovcrcaft; 

Through  midft  thereof  a  little  river  rold. 

By  which  there  fate  a  Knight  with  helm  unlact, 

Him'lelf  refrefhing  with  the  liquid  cold. 

After  his  travel  long,  and  labours  maniibld. 

XXV, 

Lo  yonder  hi  (cryd  Arcbimage  aloud) 

That  wrought  the  fhameml  fad,  which  I  did  fhew  i 

And  now  he  doth  himfelf  In  fecret  fhroud. 

To  fly  the  vengeance  for  his  outrage  dew ; 

But  vain  :  for  ye  Ihall  dearly  do  him  rew. 

So  God  ye  fpeed,  and  fend  you  good  fuccefs  i 

Which  we  far  off  will  here  abide  to  view. 

So  they  him  left,  inflam'd  with  wrathfiilnefs. 

That  ftreight  againft  that  Knight  bis  fpear  he  did  addiefs. 

XXVI. 

Who  feeins  him  from  far  fo  fierce  to  prick. 
His  warlike  arms  about  him  'gan  embrace. 
And  in  the  reft  his  ready  fpear  did  ftick ; 
Tho*  whenas  ftill  he  faw  him  towards  pace. 
He  'gan  rencounter  him  in  equal  race. 
They  been  ymet,  both  ready  to  afirap. 
When  fuddainly  that  warriour  *gan  abacc 
His  threatned  fpear,  as  if  fome  new  miJhap 

Had  him  betide,  or  hidden  danger  did  entrap. 

XXVII. 

And  cryd,  mercy  Sir  Knight,  and  mercy  Lord, 
For  mine  offence  and  heedlcfs  hardiment. 
That  had  almoft  committed  crime  abhord. 
And  With  reprochful  Ihame  mine  honour  fhent. 
Whiles  curfed  fteel  againft  that  badge  I  bent. 
The  facred  badge  of  my  redeemers  death. 
Which  on  your  Ihicld  is  fct  for  ornament : 
But  his  fiejce  foe  his  fteed  could  ftay  uneathe. 

Who  Cprickt  with  courage  keen)  did  cruel  battle  breathe. 
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XXVIIL 

But  when  he  heard  him  fpeak,  ftreight  way  he  knew 
His  error,  and  (himfe)f  inclining)  faid. 
Ah !  dear  Sir  Guycn^  well  becometh  you ; 
But  me  behoveth  rather  to  upbraid, 
Whofe  hafty  hand  fo  far  from  reafon  ftraid. 
That  almoft  it  did  hainous  violence 
On  that  fair  image  of  that  heavenly  maid. 
That  decks  and  arms  your  ftiield  with  fair  defence ! 

Tour  court'fie  takes  on  you  anothers  due  oflfence. 

XXIX. 

So  been  they  both  attone,  and  doen  uprear 
Their  bevers  bright,  each  other  for  to  greet ; 
Goodly  comportance  each  to  other  bear. 
And  entertain  themfclves  with  court*fics  meet. 
Then  faid  the  Redcrofs  Knight,  now  mote  I  weet» 
Sir  Gitfim^  why  with  fo  fierce  faliance. 
And  fell  intent  ye  did  at  earft  me  meet ; 
For  fith  I  know  your  goodly  govemaunce. 

Great  caufe  (I  ween)  you  guided,  or  fome  uncouth  chaunce. 

XXX. 

Certes  (faid  he)  well  mote  I  (hame  to  tell 
The  fond  encheafon  that  me  hither  led. 
A  falfe  infamous  faitour  late  befell 
Me  for  to  meet,  that  feemed  ill  befled. 
And  plaind  of  grievous  outrage,  which  he  red 
A  Knight  had  wrought  againfl:  a  Lady  gent : 
Which  to  avenge  he  to  this  place  me  led. 
Where  you  he  made  the  mark  of  his  intent. 

And  now  is  fled;  foul  Ihame  him  follow  where  he  went«- 

XXXI. 

So  'gan  he  turn  his  earned  unto  game, 

Thro'ugh  goodly  handling  and  wife  temperaunce. 

By  this  his  aged  guide  in  prefcnce  came ; 

Who  foon  as  on  that  Knight  his  eye  did  glaunce, 

£ftfoons  of  him  had  perfect  cognizaunce, 

Sith  him  in  Fairy  Court  he  late  aviz'd ; 

And  faid,  fair  Son,  God  give  you  happy  chauncc» 

And  that  dear  crofs  upon  your  (hield  deviz'd. 

Wherewith  above  all  Knights  ye  goodly  fecm  agui;(*d» 
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]oy:  may  ypu  ha^,  and  everlafting  fame^ 
Of  lace  moft  hard  atchiev'ment  by  you  done, 
For  whicli  enrolled  is  your  glorious  name 
In  heavenly  regifters  above  the  fun. 
Where  you  a  Saint,  with  Saints  your  feat  have  won  : 
But  wretched  we,  where  ye  have  left  your  mark. 
Mud  now  anew  begin,  like  race  to  run, 
-God  guidjc  thee,  Gi(^0»y  well  to  end  thy  wark> 

And  to  the  willed  h^ven  bring  thy  weary  bark. 

XXXIII. 

Palmer,  Chim  ar^fweied  the  Redcro/s  Knight) 

His  be  the  praife«  t^t  this  atchiev'oient  wroug^tji 
Who  made  my  hand  the  organ  of  hjis  might; 
More  than  gopd-wiU .  to  me  attribute  nought ; 
For  all  I  did,- 1  did  but  as  I  ought. 
But  you,  fair  Sir,  v/hofe  pageant  next  enfews. 
Well  mocc  ye  thee,  as  well  can  wifli  your  thought. 
That  home  yc  m^y  report  thrice  happy  news  j 

For  well  ye  worthy  been  for  worth  and  gentle  thews. 

XXXIV. 

So  courteous  conge  both  did  give  and  take, 

With  right  hands  plighted,  pledges  of  good  will. 
Then  Guyon  forward  'gan  his  voyage  make. 
With  his  black  Palmer,  that  him  guided  ftilL 
Still  .he  him  guided  over  dale  and  hill, 
And  with  his  fteady  ftaff  did  point  his  way : 
His  race  with  reafon,  and  with  words  his  will. 
From  foul  intemperance  he  ofc  did  flay. 

And  fuffred  not  in  wrath  his  hafty  (teps  to  ftray. 

XXXV. 

In  this  fair  wize  ^cy  traveld  long  yfere,. 

Through  many  hard  a0ayes,  which  did  betide  ^ 
Of  which  he  honour  (lill  away  did  bear. 
And  fpred  his  glory  through  all  countries  wide* 
At  lad,  aschauncc  them  by  a  foreft  fide 
U  o  pafs  (tor  fuccour  from  the  fcorching  ray) 
Thcjy  heard  a  rueful  voice,  thaf  dearnly  cridc . 
With  piercing  (hrieks,  and  many  a  doleful  lay  ; 

Which  to  ^tt^nd,  awhile  thieir  foi:^ar4  fieps  they  ftay. 


XXXVL 

But  if  that  carelefs  heaveM  (q\ioth  Ait)  defpUe 
The  doom  of  jbft  revenge,  and  cake  deligkc 
To  fee  fad  pageants  of  mens  Aiiferies, 
As  bound  by  them  tc^live  iit*  lives  defpight^ 
Yet  can  they  iiot  warn  death*  from  wretched  wight. 
Come  then^  come  (bon^  come  fwieeoeft  death  ta  me. 
And  take  A^Mf  tWis  long  lent  toached  light : 
Sharps  be  thf  Dtoimds^  but  {V!/^om  the  medcines  be. 

That  long  captived  ibuU  from  woorf  thraklome  free.   . 

XXXVII. 

But  thou,  fweet  babe,  whom  frowning  froward  face 
Hath  made  fad  wknefs  of  thy  fathers  fall, 
Sitb  heaven  thee  de^ns  to  hold  in  liring  ftace. 
Long  mayft  thou  live,  and  better  thitve  wtthatl. 
Than  to  thy  lucklefs  parents  did  befall : 
Live  thou,  and  to  thy  mother  dead  aueft. 
That  clear  fhe  dy'd  from  blemifh  criminal ) 
Thy  little  hands  embrewd  in  bleading  bre:^, 

Lo  ribr  pledges  leave.    So  give  me  leave  to  reft. 

XXXVIII. 

With  that,  a  deadly  fhriek  fhe  forth  dk]  throw, 
That  through  the  wood  re«ecchoed  again! 
And  after,  gave  a  grone  (o  deep  and  low. 
That  feem'd  her  tender  heart  was  rent  in  twam^ 
Or  thrih]  with  point  of  thorough  fdiercing  pain  i 
As  gentle  hind,  whofe  fides  with  cruel  fteel 
Through  launced,  forth  her  bleeding  life  does  rain» 

Whiles  the  iad  pang  approching  (he  does  feel, 

Brayes  out  her  kteft  breath,  and  up  her  eyes  doth  kcU 

XXXIX. 

Which  when  that  warriour  heard,  difmounting  ftraift 
From  his  tall  Heed,  he  ruiht  into  the  thick. 
And  foon  arrived,  where  that  iad  pourtraic^ 
Of  death  and  dolour  lay,  half  dead,  half  quick. 
In  whofe  white  alablafter  bread  did  ftick 
A  cruel  knife  that  made  a  griefly  wound. 
From  which  forth  gufht  a  ftream  of  gore-blood  thiclf; 
That  all*  her  goodly  garments  ftaind  around. 

And  into  a  deep  ianguine  dide  the  grafly  j^cwfl4» 
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XL. 

Pitiful  fpe&acle  of  deadly  fmart, 

Befide  a  bubling  fountain  low  (he  lay. 
Which  (he  increafed  with  her  bleeding  heart. 
And  the  clean  waves  with  purple  gore  did  ray ; 
Als  in  her  lap  a  lovely  babe  did  play 
His  cruel  fport,  inftead  of  forrow  dew ) 
For  in  her  ureaming  blood  he  did  embay 
His  little  hands,  and  tender  joynts  enobiew ; 

FicifuL  fpedbacle,  as  ever  eye  did  view. 

XLI. 

Befide  them  both  upon  the  (oiled  gra&. 

The  dead  corfe  of  an  armed  Knight  was  fpred, 
Whofe  armour  all  with  blood  befprinl^led  was  ^ 

^    Hfe  ruddy  lips  did  fmile,  and  rofie  red 

Did  paint  his  chearful  cheeks,  yet  bqing  dead : 
Seem'd  to  have  been  a  goodly  perfonage. 
Now  in  his  fre(heft  fiowre  of  Ipfty  he^,  ^ 

Fit  to  enfiame  fair  Lady  with  loves  rage. 

But  that  fierce  fate  did  crop  the  .blpfTom  of  his  age. '    . 

XLII. 

Whom  when  the  good  Sir  GwfOfi  did  behold. 
His  heart  *gaA  wex  as  dark  a$  marble  ftope. 
And  his  freih  blood  did  frieze  with  fearful  cold» 
That  all  his  fenfes  feepi'd  bereft  attone : 
At  laiik  his  mighty  Ghoft  'gan  deep  to  grone» 
As  Lyon  (grudging  in  his  deep  difdain)  / 

,  Mourns  inwardly,  and  makes  to  himfelf  mone  » 
Till  ruth  and  frail  affedion  did  conftrain 

His  courage  ftout  to  (loop,  and  (hew  his  inward  pain. 

XLIII. 

Out  of  her  gored  wound  the  cruel  ftcel. 

He  lightly  fnatcht,  and  did  the  fiood-gate  (lop 
With  his  fair  garment :  then  *gan  foftly  feel 
Her. feeble  pulfe,  to  prove  if  any  drop 
Of  living  blood  yet  in  her  veins  did  hop ; 
Which  when  he  felt  to  move,  he  hoped  fair 
To  call  back  life  to  her  forfaken  (hop  ; 
So  well  he  did  her  deadly  wounds  repair. 

That  Jittbe  laft  ihe  'gan  to  breathe  out  living  air. 

s 
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:  XLtv. 

Which  he  peipciving,  greatly  'gan  rejoice. 
And  goodly  ccMlifife]  (that  for  wounded  heart 
Is  mceteft  mcd'cine)  tempred  with  fweet  voice ; 
Ay  me !  dear  Lady,  which  the  image  art 
Or  rueful  pity,  and  impatient  fmart. 
What  direful  chance,  arm*d  with  avenging  fiite^   ' 
Or  curfed  hand  hath  plaid  this  cruel  part. 
Thus  foul  to  haften  your  untimely  date  ? 

Speak,  O  dear  Lady  fpeak :  help  never  comes  too  late. 

XLV, 

Therewith  her  dim  eye-lids  flie  up  'gan  rear. 
On  which  the  drery  death  did  fit,  as  fad 
As  lump  of  lead^  and  made  dark  clouds  appear }   . 
But  whenas  him  (all  in  bright  armour  clad) 
Before  her  ftaif^ding  (he  efpied  had. 
As  one  but  of  a  deadly  dream  affright. 
She  weakly  ftarted,  yet  (he  nothing  drad : 
Streight  down  again  her  felf  in  great  defpight. 

She  groveling  threw  to  ground,  as  hating  life  and  light* 

XLVI. 

The  gentle  Knight,  her  foon  with  careful  pain 
Uplifted  light,  and  foftly  did  uphold  : 
Thrice  he  her  reard,  and  thrice  ihe  funk  again. 
Till  he  his  arms  about  her  (ides  'gan  fold. 
And  to  her  faid ;  yet  if  the  ftony  cold 
Have  not  all  feized  on  your  frozen  heart, 
Let  one  word  fall  that  may  your  grief  unfold. 
And  tell  the  fecret  of  your  mortal  fmart ; 

He  oft  finds  prefent  help,  who  does  his  grief  impart. 

XLVII. 

Then  cafting  up  a  deadly  look,  full  low 

She  figh*t  from  bottom  of  her  wounded  breaft ; 
And  after  niany  bitter  throbs  did  throw. 
With  lips  full  pale,  and  fokring  tongue  oppreft, 
Thefe  words  (he  breathed  forth  frdm  riven  cbefli 
Leave,,  ah  leave  off,  "what  ever  wight  thou  be. 
To  let  a  weary  wretch  from  her  due  reft, 
And  trouble  dying  fouls  tranquiHitee- 

Tike  not  away  now  got,  which  none  would  give  to  m^» 
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XLVHL 

Ah !  far  be  it  (f*ia  he!)  dear  Dame  from  mc,         ' 
To  hinder  foul  from  her  defired  reft. 
Or  bob)  (ad  life  in  long  captivicee : 
For  all  I  feek,  is  but  to  have  redreft 
The  bitter  pangs^  that  doth  your  heart  infcft.   : 
Tell  then  (O  L^dy)  tell  what  faul  pricf 
Hath  with  fo  huge  naisfortune  you  ppprcft  ? 
That  I  may  caft  to  compaCs  your  relief. 

Or  dye  with  you  in  fi^rrow,  and  partake  your  gri^f. 

XJLIX. 

With  feeble  hands  then  ftretched  forth  on  high. 
As  heaven  .accufing  guilty  of  her  death. 
And  with  dry  drofis  congeadied  in  her  eye» 
In  thefe  fad  M^rds  (he  fpent  her  utnK>ft  breath  : 
Hear  then  (O  man)  the  forrows  thatumca^i 
My  tongue  can  tel],  fo  far  all  lenfe  they  paTs : 
Lo  this  dead  corpfe,  that  lyes  here  underneath^ 
The  gentleft  Kn^ht,  that  ever  on  green  grafs 

Gay  fteed  with  fpurs  did  prick,  the  good  Sir  MsfreMiU  was. 

Was  (ay  the  while,  chat  he  is  not  fo  now !) 
My  Lord,  my  love:  my  dear  Lord,  my  dear  love. 
So  long  as  heavens  juft  with  equal  ^row 
Vouchfafed  to  behold  us  from  above. 
One  day  when  him  high  courage  did  emmove 
(As  wont  ye  Knights  to  feek  adventures  wild) 
He  p/ieked  forth  his  puiiTant  force  to  proxre. 
Me  then  he  left  enwombed  of  this  child. 

This  lucklefs  childi  whom  thus  ye  j(ee  with  blQo4  4c&l'd. 

LL 

Him  fortuned  (ha^  fortune  ye  may  griefs) 
To  come  where  vile  Acrafia  does  wonne, 
Acrafia^  a  falfe  Enchanterefs, 
That  many  errant  Knights*  hath  foul  fordoa: 
Within  a  wandriiig  Ifland,  that  doth  run. 
And  flray  in  perilous  gulf,  her  dwelling  \%  \ 
Fair  Sir,  if  ever  there  ye  travtel,  fbun 
The  curled  land  where  many  wend  amift. 

And  know  it  by  the  oame  \  it  bight  the  Bawre  of  hUfi^ 
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LII. 

Her  blifs  is  all  in  picarurc  and  dtiligte,  •'' 

Wherewith  fhe  makes  her  lovers  druiikcn  mad ; 
And  then  with  words  and  weeds  of  wondrous  might. 
On  them  fhe  works  her  will  to  ufes  bad : 
My  liefeft  Lord  (he  thus  beguiled  had ; 
For  he  was  flefti :  (all  flefh  doth  frailty  brtcd.) 
Whom  when  I  heard  to  been  fo  ill  beftad, 
(Weak  wretch)  I  wrapt  myfelf  in  Palmers  weed. 

And  call  to  ftek  him  forth  through  danger  and  great dre^. 

LIII. 

Now  had  fair  Cynthia  by  even  turns 

Full  meafured  three  quarters  of  her  year. 

And  thrice  three  times  had  fiU'd  her  crooked  horns, 

Whenas  my  womb  her  burden  would  forbear. 

And  bade  me  call  Lucina  to  me  near. 

Lucina  came  :  a  man-child  forth  I  brought : 

The  woods,  the  nymphs,  my  bowres,my  midwives  were; 

Hard  help  at  need.     So  dear  thee  babe  I  bought ; 

Yet  nought  too  dear  I  deem'd,  while  fo  my'dcar  I  Tought. 

LIV. 

Him  fo  I  fought,  and  fo  at  laft  I  found. 

Where  him  that  Witch  had  thralled  to  her  will, 
In  chains  of  lufr,  and  lewd  dcftres  ybound. 
And  fo  transformed  from  his  former  Ikiil, 
That  me  he  knew  not,  neither  his  own  ill ; 
Till  through  wife  handling,  and  fair  governance, 
1  him  recured  to  a  better  will, 
Purged  from  drugs  of  foul  intemperance  : 

Then  means  1  'gan  devife  for  his  deliverance, 

LV. 

Which  when  the  vile  Enchanterefs  perceiv-d. 
How  that  my  Lord  from  her  I  would  reprieve. 
With  cup  thus  charm'd,  him  parting  fhe  deceived ; 
Sad  verfe^  give  death  to  him  ^bat  death  does  gi^^e^ 
And  lofs  of  Love^  to  her  that  loves  to  live^ 
&o  foon  as  Baecbus  with  the  Nymph  does  link : 
So  parted  we,  and  on  our  Journey  drive, 
T|ll  coming  to  this  Well,  he  ftoapt  to  drink, 

Xbe  c^iarm  fulHird,  dead  fiiddainly  he  down  did  Xink» 
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LVI. 

Which  when  I  wretch.     Noc  one  word  more  fhe  faid : 
But  breaking  off  the  end  for  want  of  breath. 
And  Aiding  foft,  as  down  to  fleep  her  laid  ^ 
And  ended  all  her  woe  in  quiet  death. 
That  feeing^  good  Sir  Guj^oTt^  could  uneath 
Frcim  tears  abftain ;  for  grief  his  heart  did  grate  : 
And  from  fo  heavy  fight  his  head  did  wreath, 
Acculing  Fortune  and  too  cruel  Fate, 

Which  plunged  had  fair  Lady  in  fo  wretched  ftate. 

LVII. 

Then  turning  to  the  Palmer,  faid,  Old  fire. 
Behold  the  image  of  morulity. 
And  feeble  nature  cloath'd  with  fieihly  tire. 
When  raging  pafllon  with  fierce  tyranny 
Robs  reafon  of  her  due  regality. 
And  makes  it  fenrant  to  her  bafeft  part : 
The  (bong  it  weakeoi»  with  infirmity. 
And  with  bold  fury  arms  the  wcakeft  heart ;    [fmart. 

The  ftrong,throttgh  pleafure  fooneft  fals, the  weak  through 

LVIIL 

But  temperance  (faid  he)  with  golden  fquire 
Betwixt  them  both  can  meafure  out  a  mean. 
Neither  to  melt  ia  pleafures  hot  dcfire. 
Nor  fry  in  heartlefs  grief  and  doleful  teen. 
Thrice  happy  man,  who  fares  them  both  atween : 
JBut  fith  this  wretched  woman  overcome 
Of  anguifh,  rather  than  of  crime  hath  been, 
Keferve  her  caufe  to  her  eternal  doom  : 

And  in  the  mean,  vouchfafe  her  honourable  toomb. 

LIX. 

Palmer,  (quoth  he)  death  is  an  equal  doom 
To  good  and  bad,  the  common  Inn  of  reft  ^' 
.But  after  death,  the  tryal  is  to  come. 
When  befl:  Ihall  be  to  theiti  that  lived  beft : 
But,  both  alike,  when  death  hath  both  fuppreit. 
Religious  reverence  doth  burial  teen. 
Which  whofo  wants,  wants  fb  much  of  his  refl; : 
For  all  fo  great  (hame  after  death  X  wcen» 

As  ielf  to  dyen  bad,  unburid  bad  to  been. 
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So  both  agree  their  bodies  to  engrave ; 

The  great  earth's  womb  they  open  rp  the  fty. 
And  with  fad  CTpicfii  fermly  it  embrafve  \ 
Then  covering  with  a  clod  their  clofcd  cye» 
They  lay 'therein  thole  cories  tenderly^ 
And  bid* them  fleep  in  everlafting  peace. 
But  ere  they  did  their  ucmoft  obfequy. 
Sir  GuyoHy'  more  affi:£tion  to  increafe^ 

Bynempt  a  facred  t^w,-  which  none  Ihoutd  aye 

LXI. 

The  dead  Knights  fword  out  of  his  (heath  he  drew^ 
With  which  he  cut  a  lock  of  all  their  hair. 
Which  medling  wkh  their  blood,  and  earth,  he  threw 
Into  the  grave,  and  *gan  devoutly  fwear : 
Such  and  fuch  evil  God  on  Guyan  rear. 
And  worfe  and  worfe  young  Orphan  be  thy  pain. 
If  I,  or  thou,  due  vengeance  do  forbear. 
Till  guilty  blood  her  guerdon  do  obtain  : 

So,  (bedding  many  tears,  they  clos'd  the  earth  again* . . 


CANTO   11. 

fialf^s  Uoodf  bands  may  not  he  cleansed* 

The  Face  of  golden  Mean ; 
Her  ^ers  two  Extremities » • .      , 

Strive  her  to  banijh  clean. 

h 

THus  when  Sir  Gt^on  with  his  faithful  guide 
Had  with  due  rites  and  dolorous  lament 
The  cjid  of  their  fad  tragedy  uptide. 
The  little  babe  up  in  his  arms  he  bent ; 
Who  with  fweec  pkafance  and  bold  blandiflim^nc 
'Gan  fmile  on  them  that  rather  ought  to  weep. 
As  carelels  of  his  woe  or  innocent 
Of  that  was  doen,  that  ruth  emperced  deep 
In  thatKnights  heartland  #Q(ds  with  bitter  tears  did  fttf  0* 
Vol.  I^  N  ' 
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11. 

Ah !  lucklefs  babe,  born  under  criicl  ftar^ 
And  to  dead  parents  baleful  afhes  bancd,  - 
Full  little  wecncft  thou,  what  forrows  are 
Left  th^  for  portion  of  thy  livelihed. 
Poor  orphan,  in  the  wide  world  fcatoered. 
As  buddipg  branch  rent  from  the  native  tree. 
And  throwen  forth,  till  it  be  withered  : 
Such  is  the  flatc  of  men :  thus  enter  we 

Into  this  life  with  woe,  and  end  widi  mifery. 

HI.. 
Then  foft  binsfelf  inclining,  on  his  knee 

Down  to  that  Well,  did  in  the  water  ween 

,  (So  IdVe  does  loath  diidainful  nicety) 

His  guilty  hands  from  bloody  gore  to  clean* 

He  wafht  them  oft  and  oft,,  yet  nought  they  been. 

(For  all  hi&'wafhing)  cleaner.   Still  he  ftrove. 

Yet  ftill  the  little  hands  were  bjoody  feen : 

The  which  him  into  great  amazement  drove, 

A6d  into  divers  doubt  his  wavering  wonder  clove. 

IV. 

He  wift  not  whether  blot  of  foul  ofience 

Might  not  be  purged  with  water  nor  with  bath ; 
Or  that  high  God  in  lieu  of  innocente. 
Imprinted  had  that  token  of  his  wrath. 
To  Ihew  how  fore  blood-guiltinefs  he  hat*th  ; 
10r  that  the  charm  and  venom,  which  they  drunk. 
Their  blood  with  fecret  filth  infcfted  hath, 
Being  difFufcd  through  the  fenfelefs  trunk, 

That  through  the  great  contagion  direful  deadly  ftunk. 

V. 

Whom' thus  at  gaze  the  Palmer  *gan  to  bord 
With  goodly- reafon  and  thus  fair  befpake  : 
Ye  been  right  hard  amated,  gracious  Lord» 
And  of  your  ign<»^nce  great  marvel  make,         ^ 
Whiles  caufe  not  well  conceived  ye  miftake. 
But  know, .  that  fecret  vertues  are  infus'd 
In  every  fountain,  and  ii>  every  lake. 
Which  who  hath  flcill  them  rightly  to  have  chus'd, 
Toproof  of  paffiiig^4¥ooder»haUi  full  often  us'd« 
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VI. 
Of  chofe.  Tome  were  fo  from  their  foarfe  ihdew'd 
'  By  great  dame  nature^  from  whofe  fruitful  pap 

Their  Well-heads  fpring,  and  arc  with  moifturedewd; 

Which  feeds  each  living  plant  with  liquid  fapy 

And  fills  with  flowres  fair  Fhras  painted  lap : 

But  other  fome  by  gift  of  later  grace. 

Or  by  good  prayers,  or  by  other  hap. 

Had  vertue  pour'd  into  their  waters  bace,        [place. 
And  thenceforth  were  renown'd,  and  fought  from  place  to 

vn. 

Such  is  this  Well,  wrought  by  occafioh  flrange. 
Which  to  her  nymph  befei.    Upon  a  day. 
As  fhe  the  woods  with  bow  ana  fhafts  did  range. 
The  heartlefs  Hind,  and  Roebuck  to  difmay, 
Dan  Fatmus  chaunct  to  meet  her  by  the  way  \ 
And  kindling  fire  at  her  fair  burning  eye. 
Inflamed  was  to  follow  beauties  chace. 
And  chaced  her  that  fad  from  him  did  fiye; 

As  Hind  from  her,  fo  (he  fled  from  her  enemy. 

^  VIIL 

At  laft  when  failing  breath  began  to  faint. 
And  (aw  no  means  to  fcape,  of  (hame  afraid. 
She- fate  her  down  to  weep  for  fore  conftraint. 
And  to  DiaM  calling  loud  for  aid. 
Her  dear  befpught,  to  let  her  die  a  maid. 
The  Goddefs  heard,  and  fuddain  where  (he  fate. 
Welling  out  ftreams  of  tears,  and  quite  dilhiay*d 
With  ftony  fear  of  that  rude  ruftick  mate. 

Transformed  her  to  a  ftone  from  (ledfaft  virgins  fiate. 

IX. 

Lo  now  fhe  is  that  ftone  -,  from  whofe  two  heads 
(As  from  two  weeping  eyes)  frefli  ftreams  do  flow. 
Yet  cold  through  fear,  and  old  conceived  dreads  : 
And  yet  the  ftone  her  femblance  fcems  to  (how, 
Shapt  like  a  maid,  that  fuch  ye  may  her  know  \ 
And  yet  her  vcrtues  in  her  water  bide  : 
For  it  is  chafte  ^nd  pure  as  pureft  fnow, 
Nc  lets  her  waves  with  any  filth  be  dy'd, 

Sut  ever  (like  her  felf)  unftained  hath  been  try'd. 

N  3 
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X. 

From  tli(6iice  it  comes  that  thu  babes  bloody  hand  * 
May  Dot  be  ckans'd  with  :wa£er  of  this  Well : 

. .  Nc  ccsrtcs  Sh", .  ftrivc  you  it  to  withftand. 
But  let  thetp  ftill  be  bbody^  as  befell. 
That  tbey  bb  mothers  intvKence  may  telly 
As  (he  bequeathed  tn  her  laft  tdlament ; 
That  as  a  fac^  fymbol  it  may  dwell 

'  In  her  foAS  Gtitu  to  mind  revengement. 

And  be  for  ;aU  chafte  Dames  aa  endieis  monumeac 

XI. 

He  harkoed  |6  his  reafbn,  and  the  child 
Uptaking^  to  the  Pakner  gxre  to  bear : 
Bi(t  bis  fad  fathers  arms  with  blood  defiKd^ 
An  heavy  load  himfelf  did  hghily  rear. 
And  turning  to  thac.  place,  m  which  whylear 
He  left  his  lofty  fteed  with  golden  lell) 
And  goodly  gorgeous  barbs,  him  found  not  there,  * 
By  ochpf  aieddent  that  earfl  beiel. 

He  is  cQiivay'd;  but  how,  or^here,  here  fits  not  telL 

xii; 

Which  when  Sir  Gtr;^  faw,  all  were  he  wroth. 
Yet  ^ates  mote  he  foft  himfelf  appeafe, 
And  £iirly  fare  on  foot,  howr  ever  loth  i 
His  double  burden  did  him  fore  difeafe. 
So  long  diey  traveUed  with  little  eafe^ 
Til]  that  at  lafl:  they  to  a  caftle  came, 
fiuiit  on  a  rock  adjoyning  to  the  feas ; 
It  was  an  ancient  work  of  afttique  fame,       ^ 

And  wondrous  ftrong  by  nature,  and  by  ikiifd  fraair. 

XIH. 

Therein  three  fitters  dwelt  of.  fundry  fort. 
The  children  of  one  fire  by  mothers  thpce  y 
Who  dying  whylonle  did  divide  this  fort 
To  them  by  equal  fhares  in  equal  fee : 
But.ftril£fui  mind,  and  diverfe  quaiiiee 
Drew  them  in  parts,  and  each  made  others  foe : 
Still  did  ttiey  flrive,  and  daily  difagree ;  •    . 
The  eldcfl:  did  againft  the  youngeft  goe, 

Aad  both  againft  the  middeit  n)c»nt  to  workeo  woe^ 
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XIV. 

Where,  when  the  Knight  arriy'd,  he  was  right  twtll 
*  Received,  as  Knight  of  fo  niuch  worth  became. 
Of  fecond  fifter,  who  did  far  cxcdl 
The  other  two ;  Medina  was  her  name, 
A  fober,  fad,  and  comely  courteous  Dame ; 
Who  rick  arrayd,  and  yet  in  modeft  guize. 
In  goodly  garments,  that  her  well  became. 
Fair  marching  forth  in  honourable  wize. 

Him  at  the  threlhold  met,  and  well  did  enterpriae. 

XV. 

She  led  htm  up  into  a  goodly  bowre. 
And  comely  courted  with  meet  modefty ; 
Ne  in  her  ipeech,  ne  in  her  'haviour. 
Was  lightnefs  feen  or  loofer  vanity, . 
But  gracious  womanhood,  and  gravity, 
Above  the  reafon  of  her  youthly  years: 
Her  golden  locks  (he  roundly  did  uptie 
In  breaded  tramels,  that  no  loofer  h^rs 

Did  out  of  order  llray  about  her  dainty  cars. 

XVL 

Whirft  ftie  her  felf  thus  bufily  did  fnime. 
Seemly  to  entertain  her  new-come  gueft. 
News  hereof  to  her  other  fifters  came. 
Who  all  this  while  were  at  their  wanton  reft, 
Accourting  each  her  friend  with  laviffa  feaft  : 
They  were  two  Knights  of  peerlefs  puiflance. 
And  famous  far  abroad  for  warlike  geft 
Which  to  thefe  Ladies  love  did  countenance. 

And  to  his  miitrefs  each  him  felf  ftrove  to  advance. 

XVII. 

He  that  made  love  unto  the  ekkft  Dame, 
Was  hight  Sir  Hudikras^  an  hardy  man : 
Yet  not  fo  good  of  deeds,  as  great  of  name« 
Which  he  by  many  raih  adventures  wan. 
Since  errant  arms  to  few  he  firft  began; 
More  huge  in  ftrength,  than  wile  in  works  he  was. 
And  reafon  with  fool-hardize  over^ran  \ 
Stern  melancholy  did  his  courage  pafs. 

And  was  (for  terrour  more)  all  arm'd  in  (hlning  brafs. 

N  3. 
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XVIIL 

But  he  that  lov'd  the  youngeft  was  Sans-ky 
He  that  fair  Una  late  foul  outraged^ 
The  moft  unruly,  and  the  boldeft  boy 
That  ever  warlike  weapons  menaged. 
And  to  all  lawlefs  hift  encouraged. 
Through  ftrong  opinion  of  his  matchlefs  might : 
Ne  ought  he  car'd,  whom  he  endamaged 
By  tortious  wrong,  or  whom  bereav*d  of  right 

He  DOW  this  Ladies  champion  chofe  for  love  to  fight. 

XIX. 

Thefe  two  gay  Knights,  vow'd  to  fo  divers  loves. 
Each  other  does  envy  with  deadly  bate. 
And  daily  war  againft  his  foemaq  moves. 
In  hope  to  win  more  favour  with  his  mate. 
And  th'others  pleafing  fervice  to  abate. 
To  magnifie  his  own.    But  wlien  they  heard. 
How  in  that  place  ftrange  Knight  arrived  late. 
Both  Knights  and  Ladies  fonh  right  angry  far'd. 

And  fiercely  unto  battle  ftern  themfelves  prepared. 

XX. 

But  ere  they  could  proceed  unto  the  place 
Where  he  abode,  themfelves  at  difcord  fell. 
And  cruel  combat  joynd  in  middle  fpace  : 
With  horrible  afTault,  and  fury  fell. 
They  heapt  huge  ftroakes,  the  fcomed  life  to  quell. 
That  all  on  uprore  from  her  fettled  feat. 
The  houfe  was  raiz'd,  and  all  that  in  did  dwell ; 
Seem'd  that  loud  thunder  with  amazement  great. 

Did  rend  the  ratling  skyes  with  flames  of  fouldhhg  heat. 

XXI. 

The  noyfe  thereof  caird  forth  that  ftranger  Knight, 
To  wect  what  dreadful  thing  was  there  in  hond  ; 
Where  whenas  two  brave  Knights  in  bloody  fight 
With  deadly  rancour  he  enraunged  fond. 
His  funbroad  fhield  about  his  wrill  he  bond. 
And  fliinins  blade  uniheath'd,  with  which  he  ran. 
Unto  that  ftead,  their  ftrife  to  underftond  : 
And  at  his  firft  arrival,  them  began 

With  goodly  means  to  pacifie,  well  as  he  can. 
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XXIL 

But  they  hitn  fpying,-  both  with  greedy  force 
Attonce  upon  him  ran^  and  him  befet 
With  ftroakes  of  mortal  ftecl  without  remorie. 
And  on  his  (hield  like  iron  fledges  bet ; 
As  when  a  Bear  and  Tyger,  being  met 
.  In  cruel  fight  on  Ly bick  Ocean  wide, 
Efpy  a  traveller  with  feet  furbet. 
Whom  they  in  equal  prey  hope  to  divide. 

They  ftint  their  ft  rife,  and  him  ailail  on  every  fide. 

XXIIL 

But  he,  not  like  a  weary  traveller. 

Their  (harp  aflault  right  boldly  did  rebut. 
And  fuffred  not  their  blows  to  bite  him  nere. 
But  vnth  redoubled  buffs  them  back  did  put : 
Whofe  grieved  minds,  which  choler  did  englut, 
Againft  themlelves  turning  their  wrathful  fpight, 
Gan  with  new  rage  their  fluelds  to  hew  and  cut; 
But  (till  when  Guyon  came  to  part  their  fight. 

With  heavy  load  on  him  chey  frefhly  'gan  to  fmight. 

XXIV. 

As  a  tall  fliip  toiled  in  troublous  feas. 

Whom  raging  winds  threatning  to  make  the  prey 

Of  the  rough  rocks,  do  diverfly  difeafe. 

Meets  two  contrary  billows  by  the  way. 

That  her  on  either  fide  do  fore  aflay. 

And  boaft  to  fwallow  her  in  greedy  grave ; 

She  fcorning  both  their  fpights,  does  make  wide  way. 

And  with  her  breafl:  breaking  the  foamy  wave. 

Does  ride  on  both  their  backs,  and  fair  her  feif  doth  fave. 

XXV. 

So  boldly  he  him  bears,  and  ruiheth  ibrth 
Between  them  both,  by  conduct  of  his  blade. 
Wondrous  great  prowefs,  and  heroick  worth 
He  ihew'd  that  day,  and  rare  enfample  made, 
When  two  fo  mighty  warriours  he  difmade : 
Attonce  he  wards  and  ftrikes,  he  takes  and  pays* 
Now  forct  to  yield,  now  forcing  to  invade. 
Before,  behind,  and  round  about  him  lays  : 

So  double  was  his  pains,  fo  double  be  his  praife* 

N  4        '     ' 


MO  THE  FAIRY  QUEEN,    Book  11. 

XXVI. 

Strange  fcot  oF  fig^it,  three  viUidnt  Knights  to  fee 
Three  combats  joyn  in  one,  and  to  darrain 
A  triple  war  with  triple  enmitee. 
All  for  their  Ladies  trowaid  love  to  gain. 
Which  gotten  was  but  hate.    So  love  does  reign 
In  ftouteft  minds,  and  maketh  monitrous  war  ^ 
He  maketh  war,  he  maketh  peace  again. 
And  yet  his  peace  is  but  continual  jar : 

O  miierable  men,  that  to  him  fubjeft  are ! 

XXVII. 

While  thus  they  mingled  were  in  furious  armsf 
The  fair  Mmna  with  her  trefles  torne. 
And  naked  breaft  (in  pity  of  their  harms) 
Emongft  them  ran,  and  falling  theiti  befonie, 
Belbught  them  by  the  womb  which  them  had  borne. 
And  by  the  loves  which  were  to  them  moft  dear. 
And  by  the  Knighthood,  which  they  fiire  had  fworoe. 
Their  dealy  cruel  difcdrd  to  forbear. 
And  to  her  juft  conditions  of  fair  peace  to  hear. 

XXVIII. 
But  her  two  other  fitters,  ftanding  by, 
Hier  loud  gainfaid,  and  both  their  champion  bade 
Purfue  the  end  of  their  ftrong  enemy. 
As  ever  of  their  loves  they  would  be  glad. 
Yet  fhe,  with  pithy  words  and  counfel  fad, 
Still  ilrove  their  ftubborn  rages  to  revoke  % 
That  at  the  lad,  fupprefliug  fury  mad. 
They  *gan  abftain  from  dint  of  direful  ftroke. 
And  harken  to  the  fober  fpeeches  which  Che  fpoke. 

XXIX. 
Ah  I  puiflant  Lords,  what  curfed  evil  fpright, 
Or  fell  Erinnjs^  in  your  noble  hearts 
Her  hellifh  brond  hath  kindled  with  defpight. 
And  ftird  you  up  to  work  your  wilfull  fmarts  f 
Is  this  the  joy  ot  arms  ?  be  thefe  the  parts 
Of  glorious  Knighthood,  after  blood  to  thurft. 
And  not  regard  due  right  and  juft  defarts  f 
Vain  is  the  vaunt,  and  victory  unjuft, 
That  more  to  rpighty  hands,  than  rightful  caufe  doth  truft,- 
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And  were  there  rightful  ctMife  of  dMh^nce, 
Yet  ivere  not  better,  ftiir  It  to  teoord. 
Than  with  blood- guiitinefk  to  h^p  offence. 
And  mortal  vengeance  joyn  t6  crime  abhord  f 
O  !  fly  from  wrath :  fly,  O  my  ileftft  Lord. 
Sad  be  tlie  fights,  and  bitter  fruits  of  war. 
And  thoufand  furies  wait  on  wrathful  fwords ; 
Ne  ought  the  praife  of  prowefs  more  doth  mar. 

Than  foul  revenging  rage,  and  bafe  tontentious  jar.^ 

XXXL 

But  lovely  concord,  and  moft  facred  peace. 
Doth  Aourifli  vertue,  and  faft  friendlhip  breeds ; 
Weak  fhe  makes  ftrong,  and  ftrong  thing  doesincreafe^ 
Till  ic  the  pitch  of  hi^eft  praife  exceeds  : 
Brave  be  her  war6,  and  hiiiiouiable  deeds. 
By  which  fte  triumphs  over  ire  and  pride. 
And  wins  an  Olive  girlond  for  her  meeds : 
Be  therefore,  O  my  dear  Lords,  pacMde, 

And  this  miS^Bji^  difconi  meekly  lay  aflde. 

XXXII. 

Her  gracious  words  their  rancour  did  appall. 
And  funk  fo  deep  into  their  boyling  breafts, 
That  down  they  let  their  cruel  weapons  fall. 
And  lowly  did  abafe  their  loky  crefts 
To  her  fair  prefence,  and  diicreet  bihefts. 
Then  ihe  began  a  treaty  to  proisure, 
And  ftablilh  terms  betwixt  both  their  requefts. 
That  as  a  law  for  ever  fliould  endure ; 

Which  to  obferve,  in  word  of  Knights  they  did  afllure* 

XXXIII. 

Which  to  confirm,  and  faft  to  bind  their  league. 
After  their  weary  fweac  and  bloody  toil. 
She  them  befought,  during  their  quiet  treague^ 
Into  her  lodging  to  repair  a  while. 
To  reft  thcmfelves,  and  grace  to  reconcile. 
They  foon  confent :  (b  forth  with  her  they  fare^ 
Where  they  arc  well  received,  and  made  to  fpoil 
Themfelves  of  (oiled  arms,  and  to  pre^Y^ 

Their  minds  to  pfeaiure^  and  theifv ffloattto  fo  diiAty 
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XXXIV. 

And  thofe  two  frovard  fifters  (their  fair  lovc^) 
Came  with  them  eke  (all  were  they  wondrous  loth) 
And  fained  chear,  as  for  the  time  behoves; 
But  could  not  colour  yet  fo  well  the  troths 
But  that  their  natures  bad  appeard  in  both : 
For  both  did  at  their  focond  fifter  grutch. 
And  inly  grieve,  as  doth  an  hidden  moth 
The  inner  garment  fret,  not  ch'utter  touch ;    [much. 

One  thought  their  chear  too  little,  the  other  thought  coo 

XXXV. 

EJiJfa  (fo  the  eldeft  hight)  did  deem 
Such  entertainment  baie»  ne  ought  would  eat» 
Ne  ought  would  fpeak,  but  evermore  did  feem 
As  difcontent  for  want  of  mirth  :or  meat  % 
No  folace  could  her  Paramour  intreat 

^    Her  once  to  Ibew,  ne  court,  nor  dalliance : 
But  with  bent  lowring  browes,  aa  (he  would  threat. 
She  fcould,  and  frownd  with  froward  countenance. 

Unworthy  of  fair  Ladies  comely  govcxnaunce. 

XXXVL 

But  young  Perijfa  was  of  other  mlnd» 

Fqll  of  difport,  dill  laughing,  lool^^y  light. 

And  quite  contrary  to  her  fifters  kind ; 

No  meafure  in  her  mood,  no  rule  of  right. 

But  poured  out  in  pleafui:e  and  delight  ^ 

In  wine  and  meats  (he  Bow'd  above  the  bank,  • 

And  in  excefs  exceeded  her  own  might ; 

In  fumptuous  tire  ihe  joy'd  her  (t\i  to  prank ; 

But  of  her  love  too  lavifh  (little  hav^  (he  thank.) 

XXXVII. 

Faft  by  her  fide  did  fit  the  bold  Sans-Uff^ 
Fit  mate  for  fuch  a  mincing  mineon. 
Who  in  her  loofeneis  took  exceeding  joy  & 
Might  not  be  found  a  franker  franion. 
Of  her  lewd  parts  to  make  companion ; 
But  Hudikras^  more  like  a  Malecontent,         , 
Did  fee  and  grieve  at  his  bold  faihipn  ; 
Hardly  could  he  endure  his  hardiment, 

y«ct  ftill  he  fat^ .  and  iojy  did  himfelf  torment. 
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XXXVIII. 
Betwisct  them  both  the  fair  Medina  fate. 

With  lober  grace  and  goodly  carriage : 

With  equal  meafiire  (he  did  moderate 

The  ftrong  extremities  of  their  outrage ; 

That  froward  pair  fhe  ever  would  aflwage ; 

When  they  would  ftrive  due  reafon  to  exceed  i 

But  that  fame  froward  twain  would  accouragc» 

And  of  her  plenty  add  unto  their  need  : 
So  kept  fhe  them  in  order,  and  herfelf  in  heed. 

XXXIX. 
Thus  fairly  (he  attempered  her  feaft. 

And  pleased  them  all  with  meet  fatiety. 

At  laft,  when  lufl:  of  meat  and  drink  was  ceaft» 

She  Gmftm  dear  befought  of  courtefie, 

To  tell  from  whence  he  came  through  jeopardy. 

And  whither  now  on  new  adventure  bound. 

Who  wkh  bold  grace^  and  comely  gravity. 

Drawing  to  him  the  eyes  of  all  around. 
From  lofty  fiege  began  thefe  words  aloud  to  found; 

XL. 
This  thy  demand,  O  Lady,  doth  revive 

Freih  memory  in  me  of  that  great  Queen, 

Great  and  moft  glorious  virgin  Queen  alive. 

That  with  her  foveraihe  powre,  and  fcepter  (heen, 

All  Fairy  lond  does  peaceable  fufteen. 

In  wideft  Ocean  (he  her  throne  does  rear. 

That  over  all  the  earth  it  may  be  feen ; 

As  morning  fun  her  beams  difpredden  clear : 
And  in  her  facie,  fair  peace  and  mercy  doth  appear, 

XLI. 
In  her  the  riches  of  all  heavenly  grace 

In  chief  degrees  are  heaped  up  on  high : 

And  all,  that  elfe  this  worlds  enclofure  bape 

Hath  great  or  glorious  in  mortal  eye. 

Adorns  the  perlbn  of  her  Majefty  ; 

That  men  beholding  fo  great  excelIcQce» 

And  rare  perfedion  in  mortality. 

Do  her  adore  with  facred  reverence. 
As  th^  Idol  of  her  makcri  great  (nagni2ic<iice% 
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XLIL 

To  her,  I  homage  and  my  fcrvicc  Owe,  * 
In  number  of  die  nobleh:  Knights  on  ground, 
Mongft  whom,  on  me  (he  deigned  to  beftowe 
Order  of  Maydenbead^  the  moft  renown*d. 
That  may  this  day  in  all  the  world  be  found  : 
A  yearly  folemn  teaft  (he  wonts  to  make 
The  day  that  Brft  doth  lead  the  year  around  > 
To  which  all  Knights  of  worth  and  courage  bold 

Refort  to  hear  of  ftrange  adventures  to  be  told. 

XLIII. 

There  (his  old  Palmer  fbew'd  himfelf  that  day. 
And  to  that  mighty  Princefs  did  complain 
Of  grievous  mifchiefs,  which  a  wicked  Fay 
Had  wrought,  and  many  whelm'd  in  deadly  pain. 
Whereof  he  cravM  rcdrefs.    My  Soveraine, 
Whofe  glory  is  in  gracious  deeds,  and  joys 
Throughout  the  world  her  mercy  to  maintain, 
Eftfoons  devised  redrefs  for  fuch  annoys  5 

Me  (all  unfit  for  fo  great  purpofe)  (he  employs. 

XLIV. 

Now  hath  fair  Phabe  with  her  filver  face 
Thrice  feen  the  fliadows  of  the  neather  world, 
Sith  laft  I  left  that  honourable  place. 
In  which  her  royal  prefence  is  inroid  ; 
Ne  ever  fhall  I  reft  in  houfe  nor  hold. 
Till  I  that  falfe  Acrafia  have  won  -, 
Of  whofe  foul  deeds  (too  hideous  to  be  told) 
I  witnfefs  am,  and  this  their  wretched  fon. 

Whofe  wftcful  parents  fhe  hath  wickedly  4brdon« 

XLV. 

Tell  on,  fair  Sir,  faid  Ihe,  that  doleful  tale. 
From  which  fad  ruth  does  feem  you  to  reftrain. 
That  we  may  pity  fuch  unhaj^y  bale. 
And  learn  from  pleafures  poyion  to  abfhdn ;. 
Ill,  by  enfample,  good  doth  often  gain. 
Then  forward  he  his  purpofe  'gan  purfew. 
And  told  the  ftory  of  the  mortal  pam, 
Which  Mordant  and  Amavia  did  rew; 

As  with  lamenting  eyes  Mm&lf  did  lately  view»  ^ 
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XLVI. 

Night  was  far  fpent,  and  now  in  Ocean  deep 
Orion^  flying  faft  from  hiifing  foake^ 
His  £^{ning  bea4  did  haften  for  to  fteep. 
When  of  his  pitious  talc  he  end  did  make  ^ 
Whilft  with  fklighc  of  that  he  wifely  fpake. 
Thole  goeftft.  b^uiledt  did  beguile  their  eyes 
Of  kindly  (Jeepi  that  did  them  overtake. 
At  laft,  when  they  had  markt  the  changed  skyes. 

They  wiij^cbgir  Jbkour  was  fpent^  then  each  to  reft  hiix)  {lies* 


CANTO    III. 

Fain  Braggadochio^  getting  Guyons 

Horfcy  is  made  the  fcorn 
Of  Kmshtbood  true^  and  is  of  fair 

Belpbopbe  faul  forUrn. 

L 

SOon  as  the  morj^c^  fair  with  purpjb  beams 
Difpetft  xh^  Ihadpws  of  the  mifty  night. 
And  Titan  playing  on  the  £ai]tern  (Ireams, 
Can  clear  the  dewy  air  with  ipringing  light. 
Sir  Guyon^  mindful  of  his  vow  yplight^ 
Uprofe  from  drowlie  couch,  and  him  addreft 
Unto  the  journey  which  he  had  behight : 
His  puiflfant  arms  about  his  noble  bread. 
And  aiafiy*fo)(]ed  ihield  he  bound  about  his  wrelL 

a 

Then  taking  CongS  of  that  vir^  pure. 
The  bloody-handed  babe  unto  her  truth 
Did  earneftly  commit,  and  her  conjure. 
In  vertuous  lore  to  train  his  tender  youth. 
And  all  that  gende  nouriture  enfu'th  : 
And  that  fofoon  as  riper  years  he  raught. 
He  might  for  memory  of  chat  days  ruth. 
Be  called  Raddj^mam^  and  thereby  taught^ 

T'avenge  hi^  patents  death,  or^  them  that  had  it  wrought* 
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III. 

So  forth  he  far'd,  as  now  befell,  on  foot,* 
Sith  his  good  ftecd  is  latf ly  from  him  gone : 
Patience  perforce  ;  helplcfs  what  may  it  boot 
To  fret  For  anger,  or  for  grief  to  mone  ? 
His  Palmer  now  (hall  fciot  ho  more  alone  : 
So  fortune  wrought,  as  under  green  woods  fide 
He  lately  heard  I'hat  dying  Lady  gr6ne. 
He  left  his  fteed  without,  and  ipear  befide. 

And  rulhed  in  on  foot,  to  ayd  her  ere  Ae  dide« 

IV. 

The  whiles,  a*  lofell  wandring  by  the  way. 
One  that  to  bounty  never  caft  his  mind, 
Ne  thought  of  honour  ever  did  affay 
His  bafer  bread,  but  in  his  keftrell  kind 
A  pleafing  vein  of  gloty  he  did  find. 
To  which  his  flowing  tongUe,  and  troublous  fprigfat 
Gave  him  great  aid,  and  made  hini  more  inclined : 
He  that  brave  fteed  there  finding  ready  dight, 

Furloynd  both  fteed  and  fpear,  and  ran  away  full  light. 

...  V. 

Now  *gan  his  heart  all  fwell  in  jollity,    ' 

And  of  himfelf  great  hope  and  help  conceived. 

That  puffed  up  with  fmoak  of  vanity. 

And  with  felf-lovcdperfonage  deceived. 

He  •gan  to  hope,  of  men  to  be  received 

For  fach,  as  he  him  thought,  or  fain  would  be  : 

But  for  in  court  gay  portaunce  he  perceived. 

And  gallant  fliew  to  be  in  greateft  gree, 

Eftfoons  to  court  he  caft  t'advaunce  has  firft  degree. 

And  by  the  way  he  chtunced  to  efpy 
One  fitting  idle  on  a  funny  bank. 
To  whom  avaunting  in  great  bravery. 
As  Peacock,  that  his  painted  plumes  doth  prank,. 
He  fmote  his  courfer  in  the  trembling  flank. 
And  to  him  threatned  his  heart- thrilling  fpear: 
The  feely  man,  feeing  him  ride  fo  rank. 
And  aym  at  him,  fdl  flat  to  ground  for  fear» 

And  crying  mercy,  loud^  his  picious  liands  'g^  rear. 
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vn. 

Thereat  the  fcarcrow  wcxcd  wondrous  proud. 
Through  fortune  of  his  firft  adventure  fair, 
And  with  big  thundring  voyce  reviled  him  loud  i 
Vile  caitivc,  vaiSal  of  dread  and  defpair. 
Unworthy  of  the  common  breathed  air. 
Why  liveft  thou,  dead  dog,  a  longer  day. 
And  doft  not  unto  death  thy  felf  prepare  ? 
Die,  or  thy  fclf  my  captive  yield  for  ay  -, 

Great  favour  L  thee  grant,  for  ai^fwer  thus  to  (lay.   - 

VIII; 

Hold,  O  dear  t^oi^J,  hold  your  dead-doing  hand. 
Then  loud  he  cride,  I  am  your  humble  thralK 
Ah  wretch  (quoth  he)  thy  deftinics  withftand 
My  wrathful  will,  and  do  for  mercy  call. 
I  give  thee  life  :  therefore  proftratcd  fall. 
And  kUs  my  ftirrup ;  that,  thy  homage  be. 
The  mifcr  thrfew  himfelf  as  an  offall. 
Straight  at  his  fbot  in  bafe  humilitee. 

And  clcepcd  him  his  liege,  to  hold  of  him  in  fee. 

IX. 

$0  happy  peace  they  made  and  fair  adcord  :- 
Eftfoons  this  iiege-man  'gan  to  wex  more  bold. 
And  when  he  felt  the  folly  of  his  Lord, 
In  his  own  kind  her  *gan  himfelf  unfold  : 
For  he  was  wylie  witted,  and  grown  old 
In  cunning  ileights  and  praftick  knavery. 
From  that  day  forth  he  caft  for  to  uphold 
His  idle  humour  with  fine  flattery, 

And  blow  the  bellows  to  his  fwelling  vanity. 

X- 

TramparSj  fit  man  for  Braggadocbio^ 

Toferve  at  court  in  view  of  vaunting  eye. 
Vain-glorious  man,  when  fluttring,  wind  does  blow 
In  his  light  wings,  is  lifted  up  to  sky  : 
The  fcorn  of  Knighthood  and  true  chevalry, 
Xo  think  without  defert  of  gentle  deed. 
And  noble  wor<h,  to  be  advaunced  high ; 
Suchpraife  is  fliame;  but  honour,  vertues  meed, 
Doch  beac  the  fairelt  flowre  in  honourable  feed. 
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XL 

So  forth  they  pdis  (a  weU  conTorted  pair) 
Till  at  the  lengjch  with  Jrctimage^  they  meet 
Who  feeing  one  that  Au)ne  io  arqapur  fair^. 
On  goodly  courfer  thundring  with  hi$  feet, 
Eftfoons  fuppofed  him  a  peribn  naeet. 
Of  his  revenge  to  niake  the  inftrument  : 
For  fince  the  Rcdcrvfs  Knight  he  erft  did  wect. 
To  been  with  Ciffon  knit  in  one  confet^t^ 

The  ill  which  earft.  to  him,  he  now  tp  Qi^on  me4Qt« 

XII. 

And  coming  dole  to  ^romfarty  'gan  ioqn^ 
Of  him,  v^hat  mighty  warriour  that  mote  be. 
That  rode  in  golden  fell  with  Angle  fpear. 
But  wanted  fword  to  wreak  his  enmicee. 
He  is  a  great  adventurer  (faid  he) 
That  hath  his  fword  through  hard  aflfay  forgone, 
And  now  hath  vowd»  till  he  avenged  be 
Of  that  defpight,  never  to  wearen  one  y 

That  fpear  is  him  enough  to  doen  a  tho^fand  grone. 

XIII. 

Th'enchaunter  greatly  joyed  in  the  vavnt» 
And  weened  well  ere  long  his  will  to  winj 
And  both  his  foen  with  equal  foyl  to  daunt, 
Tho  to  him  louting  lowly,  did  be^n, 
To  plain  of  wrongs,  which  had  committed  bin 
By  Gitfon^  and  by  that  falfe  Redcrofs  Knight; 
Which  two  through  tftafon  and  deceitful  gin, 
Had  (lain  Sir  Mordant^  and  his  Lady  bright : 

That  mote  \iitti  honour  win,  to  wreak  fo  foul  defpighr* 

XIV. 

Therewith  all  fuddainly  he  feem*d  enraged. 
And  threatned  death  with  dreadful  countenance. 
As  if  their  lives  had  in  his  hand  been  gag^d ; 
And  with  ftiff  force  fhaking  his  nK>rtal  launce 
To  let  him  weet  his  doughty  valiaunce. 
Thus  faid  j  Old  man,  great  fure  ftiall  be  thy  me<?d. 
If  where  thofe  Knights  for  fear  of  due  veogeafice 
Do  lurk,  thou  certainly  to  me  areed, 

Tt^t  I  may  wreak  on  them  their  hainoii$  Mtef>4  4etd. 


^ 
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XV. 

Certes  my  Lord  (faid  te)  that  (hall  I  fooot  ^    '  I 

And  give  you  eke  good  help  to  their  decay  t 
But  mote  I  wifely  you  advife  to  doon  ; 
Give  no  ods  to  yoiir  foes,  but  do  purvay 
Your  felf  of  fword  before  that  bloody  day  : 
For  they  be  two  the  prowcft  Knights  on  ground^ 
And  oft  approved  in  many  hard  aflay ; 
And  eke  or  rureft  ftecl,  that  may  be  found, 

Do  arm  your  felf  againft  that  day,  them  Co  confbuod*  : 

XVI. 

Dotard  (faid  he)  let  be  thy  deep  advife ; 
Seems  that  through  many  years  thy  wits  thee  fiul^ 
And  that  weak  eld  hath  left  thee  nothing  vtik  s 
Elfe  never  Ihould  thy  judgment  be  fo  frail. 
To  meafure  manhood  by  the  fword  or  mail* 
Is  not  enough  four  quarters  of  a  main, 
Withouten  fword  or  fhield,  an  holl  to  quail  ?    . 
Thou  little  woteft  what  this  xight  hand  can : 

Speak  they,  which  have  beheld  the  batdes  which  k  ^9Uil 

XVII. 

The  man  was  much  abafhed  at  his  hoiSt  i 
Yet  well  he  wift,  that  wbofo  would  contend 
With  either  of  thofe  Knights  on  even  coaft>  . 
Should  nired  of  all  his  arms  him  t6  defend. 
Yet  feared  lead  his  boldnefs  ihould  olitnd  i 
When  Braggadocbio  faid,  once  I  did  fweaTi 
When  with  one  fword  feven  Knights  I  brought  to  eiic!^* 
Thenceforth  in  battle  never  fword  to  bcari 

But  it  were  that,  which  nobleil  Knight  on  earth  doth  weac^ 

XVIIL 

Pcrdie,  Sir  Knight,  faid  then  th'enchaunter  blivc. 
That  ihaH  I  fiiortly  purchafe  to  your  bond : 
For  now  die  beft  and  nobleft  Knight  alive 
Prinpe  Arthur  is,  that  wonns  in  Fairy  lond  % 
lie  hath  a  fword  that  flames  like  burning  brond  i 
Xhe  fame  (by  my  advife)  I  undertake 
Shall  by  to  morrow  by  thy  fide  be  fond. 
At  which  bold  word  diat  boafter  ^gan  to  quak^ 

And  wondted  in  his  mind,  what  noote  that  ttioafter#iidK^ 
Vat.  !•  O 
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XIX. 

He  ftaid  not  for  more  bidding,  teit-away. 

Was  fuddain  vanifhed  out  of  bis  fight '-     _ 
The  northern  wind  his  wings  did  broad  dtfplay 
At  his  command,  and  reared  him  up  light 
From  off  the  earth  to  take  his  airy  Bight. 
Tl»ey  lookt  abo\it,  but  no  where  could  efpy 
Traft  of  his  foot:  tlien  dead  through  great  affngiit 
They  both  nigh  were,  and  each  bade  other  fly : 
Both  BeA  attOBce,  ne  ever  back- scturned  eye.   . 

Till  that  they  come  unto  a  foreft  green. 

In- which  they  (hrowd  themfelves  from  caofelels  tearj 
Yet /ear  them  follows  ftill,  wherefo  they  been. 
Each  trembling  leaf,  and  whittling  wind  they  hear. 
As  ghaftly  bug  their  hair  on  end  does  rear : 
Yet  both  do  ftrive  their  fearfulnefs  to  fain. 
At  lal^  they  heard  a  horn,  that  flirilled  clear 
Throughout  the  wood,  that  ecchoed  agatn, 

A«d  ihade  the  foreft  ring,  as  it  would  rive  in  twam. 

Eft  through  the  thick  they  heard  one'rucfcly  rulbj. 
With  rioyfe^whereof  he  from  his  lofty  fteed 
Down  fell  to  ground,  and  crept  into  a  buftv. 
To  hide -his  cowtfrd  head  from  dying  dreed. 

'   But  Trompart  &o\J^\y  ftaid  to  taken  heed 
Of  what^ght  hap.    Eftfoon  there  fteppcd  forth 

t^JC  goodly  Lady,  clad  In  hunters  weed, 
That  feem'd  to. be  a  woninn  of  great  worth, 

iShft'bt  her  ftatcly  portance,  born  of  heavenly  birth,. 
^  XXIL 

Her  face  fo  fair,  as  flefh  it  feemcd  not, 
But  heavenly  pourtraia  of  bright  AngeU  hew. 
Clear  as  th€  sl^Vr  withoutcn  blame  br'  bk)t, 
Through  goodly  mixture  of  complexions  dewv 
Art d  in  Aet  cheeks  the  vcrmdli  ried'  did  Ihew 
Like  roles  in  'a  bed  of  lillies  fhed, .  ^ 

The  which -aftibrofial  odours  from  them  threw. 
And  gazers  fenfi^  with  double  pleafare  fed, 

ittiie-(H>*biia^the  fide,-  and  to  revive  the  dead. 
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XXIII. 

to  her  fair  eyes  two  living  lamps  did  flame,  '  I 

Kifidled  above  at  th'heavenly  makers  light, ! 
And  darted  firy  beams  out  of  the  fame. 
So  paffing  pterceant,  and  fo  wbndrous  bright^ 
That  quite  bereaved  the  rafh  beholders  fight : 
In  them  the  blinded  god  his  luftful  fire 
To  kindle  oft  a(Ia]^d,  but  had  no  might ) 
For  with  dred  majefty,  and  awful  irc^ 

She  broke  his  wanton  darts,  and  quenched?  bafe  dedrd 

XXIV. 

Her  ivory  forehead,  full  of  bounty  brave^  1 

Like  a  broad  table  did  it  felf  difpreadi 
For  Lpve  his  lofty  triumphs  to  engrave^ 
And  write  the  battles.of  his  great  godhead. 
All  go6d  and  honour  might  therein  be  read : 
For  there  their  dwelling  was.  And  when  ffae  (pake^ 
Swtet  words,  like  dropping.hony  (he  did  fhed^ 
And  twixt  the  pearls  and  rubies  foftly  brake 

A  GlvcT  founds  that  heavenly  mufick  ieem'd  to  make* . 

XXV. 

Upon  her  eye- lids  many  Graces  fate^  *  •- 

Under  the  (hadow  of  her  even  brows. 
Working  belgards,  and  amorous  retrate^ 
And  every  one  her  with  a  grace  endows : 
And  every  one  with  meekncfs  to  her  bow  • 
So  glorious  mirrour  of  celeftial  grace. 
Add  (bveraine  momiment  of  mortal  vows, 
How  Ihall  frail  pen  defcrive  her  heavenly  face^ 

For  fear  through  want  of  skill  her  beauty  to  difgrace? 

5CXVI. 
So  fair,  and  thoufand  thoufand  times  more  fair 
She  feem'd,  when  fhe  prefented  Was  to  fight, 
Aqd  was  yclad  (for  heat  of  fcorching  air^ 
All  in  a  fUken  camus,  lilly  white,  ' 

Parfled  upon  with  many  a  folded  plight. 
Which  all  above  befprinkled  was  throughout, 
VVlth  golden  aygulets,  that  gUftred  bri^t. 
Lake  twinkling  ftars,  and  all  the  skirt  about 
^Wa»  htmd^with  gol<^  fringe  .     :  i 

O  a 
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XXVIL 

Below  her  ham  her  weed  did  fomewfaat  train;   > 
And  her  ftitight  legs  moft  bravely  were  embayl^ 
In  gilden  buikins  of  coftly  cordwain^ 
All  bard  with  golden  bendi,,  which  were  entaild 
With  cunous  anticks,  and  full  fair  aumaild  : 
Before,  they  fiftned  were  under  her  knee 
In  a  rich  jewel,  and  therein  entraild  • 
The  enda  of  all  their  knots,  that  none  might  ftCi 

How  they  within  their  fbuldings  clofe  enwrapped  l^r 

XXVIII. 

Like  two  fair  mar'bie  pillors  they  were  feen. 
Which  do  the  temple  of  the  Gods  fupport,     '?' 
Whom  all  the  people  deck  with  girlonds  grecn^ 
And  honour  in  their  feftiral  refort ; 
Thofe  fame  with  ftately  grace,  and  princely  port 

,?£he  taught  to  tread,  when  ihe  herfelf  would  grace : 
Buf  with  the  woody  Nymphs  when  fhe  did  piay> 
Or  when  the  flying  Libbard  Ihe  did  chacc. 

She  could  them  nimbly  move,  and  a&er  fly  apace*. 

XXIX. 

And  in  her  band  a  Iharp  Bore^fpear  fhe  held. 
And  at  her  back  a  bow  and  quiver  gay, 
Stuft  with  flrd*  headed  darts,  wherewith  ihe  queU 
The  falvage  beaflis  in  her  viftorious  play. 
Knit  with  a  golden  bauldrick,  which  forclay    ; 
Athwart  her  fnowy  breafl:,  and  did  divide 
Her  dainty  paps ;  which  like  young  fruit  in  Mif 
Now  little  'gan  to  fweli,  and  being  tide, 

through  her  thm  .weed  their  places  only  fignifide* 


Her  yeHow  locks  criiped,  like  golden  wird> 
About  her  ihouJders  weren  loofely  Ihed, 
And  whqn  the  wind  enu>ngfl;  them  did  infpire^.  . 
They  waved  like  a  penpn  w:idc  difpred. 
And  low,  behind  her  back  were  fcattered :  ^ 
AnfJ  sdiether  irt  it  were,  or  he^diefs  hap. 
As  thtoi!^  thb  flowring  forefl:  raih  flie  fled^ 
In  her  cvfdc  h^urs.  fwek  flowres  themfelves  did  lapy 

And  flourifhing  frefh  le^frs  ;iivd  bk^oms  ^  enwraps 
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Such  as  IHana  by  the  fiindy  (hare  ^    > 

Of  fwifc  Eunfas^  or  on  Cyn^hus  giten^. 
Where  all  the  Nymphs  have  her  unwarca  forlqre^  . 
Wancjrrth  alone  with  bow  and  arrows  keen* 
To  feek  her  game :  or  as  that  famous  Queen 
Of  AmazsumSy  whom  Pyrbus  did  deilroy. 
The  day  that  firft  of  Priem  flic  was  feen. 
Did  fliew  herfelfin  great  triumphant  joy» 

To  fuccour  the  weak  fiate  of  fad  afflidted  Tm. 

XXXII. 

Such  whenas  heartlefs  TrcmparS  her  did  view« 
He  w^  difmayed  in  his  coward  mind. 
And  doubted,  whether  he  himfelf  Ihouljd  Aew, 
Or  fly  away,  or  bide  alone  behind  : 
Both  fear  and  hope  he  in  her  face  did  find»    * 
When  ihe  at  laft  him  fpying,  thus  befpake ; 
Hail  Groom ;  didft  not  thou  fee  a  bleeding  Hind» 
Whofe  right  haunch  earft  my  ftedfaft  arrow  ftrake  ? 

li  thou  didft,  tell  me,  that  I  may  her  overtake,       .  : 

XXXIIL 

Wherewith  rcviv'd,  this  anfwer  forth  he  threw, 
O  Gixidefs  (for  fuch  I  thee  take  to  be) 
For  oeither  doth  thy  face  terreftrial  flxew* 
Nor  voice  found  mortal }  I  avow  to  thee. 
Such  wounded  beaft,  as  that,  I  did  not  fee, 
Sith  earft  into  this  foreefl:  wild  I  came. 
But  mote  thy  goodly-hed  forgive  it  me,    . 
To  weet  wfa^rh  of  the  Gods  I  fliall  thee  name. 
That  uAto  cbee  due  worfhip  I  may  rightly  frame*    ' 

XXXIV. 

To  whom  ftie  thui  ;  but  ere  her  words  enlew'd. 
Unto  the  buih  her  eye  did  fuddain  glaunce. 
In  which  vain  Brt^gadccbio  was  mew'd. 
And  faw  it  fiir  :  me  left  her  piercing  launce. 
And  towards  'gan  a  deadly  fliaft  advaunce, 

.     In  jnind  to  mark  the  beaft.     At  which  fad  ftowir, 
Trompart  forth  ftept,  to  ftay  the  morul  chaunce. 
Out-crying,  o  whatever  heavenly  powre. 

Or  eard&l|c  ^^jj^  thc^  be  withhold  this  deadly  hamti  '. 


^ 
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XXXV. 

O  ftay  thy  hand :  for  yonder  is  no  game         ^ 
For  thy  fierce  arrows,  them  to  exercife  >    - 
But  \6j  my  Lord,  my  liege,  whofe  warlike  name 
Is  far  renown'd  through  many  bold  emprife ; 
And  now  in  (hade  he  ihrowded  yonder  lies. 
She  ftaid :  with  that  he  crawld  out  of  his  neft. 
Forth  creeping  on  his  caitive  hands  and  thighs. 
And  (landing  ftoutly  up,  his  lofty  creft 

Did  fiercely  (hake  and  rowze,  as  coming  late  from  relL 

XXXVL 

As  fearful  fowl,  that  long  in  fecret  cave. 
For  dread  of  foaring  Hawk  herielf  hath  hid. 
Not  caring  how  her  filly  life  to  fave. 
She  her  gay  painted  plumes  difordered^ 
Seeing  at  laft  herfelf  from  danger  rid. 
Peeps  forth,  and  (bon  renews  her  native  pride  \ 
$he  'gins  her  feathers  foul  disfigured 
'  Proudly  to  prune,  and  fet  on  every  fide. 

So  ihakes  off  fhame,  ne  thinks  how  erfi:  fhe  did  her  hide, 

XXXVII. 

So  when  her  goodly  vifage  he  beheld. 

He  *gan  htmfelf  to  vaunt :  but  when  he  view'd 
Thote  deadly  tools  which  in  her  hand  flie  held. 
Soon  into  other  fits  he  was  tranfmew'd. 
Till  (he  to  him  her  gracious  fpeech  reDew*d  ; 
All  hail.  Sir  Knight,  and  well  may  thee  befall. 
As  all  the  like,  which  honour  have  purfew'd 
Through  deeds  of  arms  and  pit>wefs  martial } 

AU  vertue  merits  praife :  but  fuch  the  moft  of  alL  . 

XXXVIIL 

To  whom  he  thus ;  o  faircft  under  (kye. 

True  he  thy  words,  and  worthy  of  thy  prake, . 
That  warlike  feats  doft  higheft  glorifie* 
Therein  have  I  fpent  all  my  youthly  days. 
And  many  batthes  fought,  and  many  frays 
(Throughout  the  world,  wherefo  they  might  be  fouiui^ 
Endeavouring  my  dreaded  name  to  raile 
Above  the  moqn,  that  fame  may  .it  -rewound   - 

la  iier  etef nal  tromp,^  with  laurel  g^rlond.croii^uiir.  :  . 
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But  what' art  "tlu^  (O  Lady,  which  ddft  range      '  ' ! 
In  this  wild  foreft,  where  no  pleafur6  ii, 
-  Aad  doll  not  it  for  joyous  court  exchange,  ' 

Emongit  thine  equal  peers,  where  happy  blifs        l 
And  all  delight  does  reign,  much  more  than  diis  ?' 
•There  thou  mayfl:  love,  and  dearly  loved  be, 
And  fwim  in  pleafure,  which  thou  here  doft  mifs  ; 
There  mayft  thou  beft  be  feen,  and  beil  mayft  fee : 

The  wood  is  beft  for  beafts ;  the  court  is  fit  for  thee. 

XL. 

Whofo  in  pomp  of  proud  eftate  ("quoth  (be) 
Does  fwim,  and  bathes  himielf  in  courtly  blifs. 
Does  wafte  his  days  in  dark  obfcuritee. 
And  in  oblivion  ever  buried  is : 
Where  eafe  abounds,  it's  eath  to  do  aniifs ; 
But  who  his  limbs  with  labours,  and  his  mind 
Behaves  with  cares,  cannot  fo  eafie  mifs. 
Abroad  in  arms,  at  home  in  ftudious  kind 

Who  feeks  with  painHil  coil,  (hall  honour  fooneft  find. 

XLI. 

In  woods,  in  waves,  in  wars  (he  wonts  to  dwell. 
And  will  be  found  with  peril  and  with  pain  ; 
Ne  can  the  man  that  moulds  in  idle  cell. 
Unto  her  happy  mandon  attain  : 
Before  her  gate  high  Qod  did  fweat  ordain, 
.  And  wakeful  watches  ever  to  abide : 
But  eafie  is  the  way,  and  pafiage  plain 
To  pleafures  palace*,  it  may  foon  be  fpide,* 

And  day  and  liight  her  doors  to  all  ftand  open  wide. 

XLIL 

In  Princes  court :  The  reft  ihe  would  have  fald^  - 
But  that  the  foolifh  map  (Blld  with'delight 
Of  her  fweet  words,  that  all  his  fenfe  diihiflld, '  -  ' 
And  with  her  wondrous  beauty  ravifiit  quight)  '' 
'Gan  burn  in  filthy  luft ;  and  leaping  light, 
Thought-  in  his  baftard  arms  her  to  embrace. 
With  that^  ftie  fwarving  back,  her  javelin  bright 
Againft  him  bent,  and  fiercely  did  ^nenace ; 

^  turnedL her abour^  and  fledaway  apace. 
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XLIU. 

jWhich  when  the  Ftefanc  bw,  ftintt'd  be  ftcod» 
And  grieved  at  her  flight  %  yet  durft  he  not 
Purfue  her  fteps^  through  wild  unknowen  wood  ; 
Befides  be  feac*d  her  wrath»  and  threatned  Ihoc 
Whiles  in  the  bu(h  he  lay,  not  yet  forgot : 
Ne  car'd  he  greatly  for  her  prefence  vain  > 
But  turning  uiid  to  Trompartj  what  foul  Bloc 
la  this  to  Knight,  that  Lady  fliould  2^ain 
Depart  to  woods  untouch  t,  and  leave  io  proud  diidato* 

XLIV. 
Perdie  (ptid  Ttwipart)  let  her  pafs  at  will, 
Leaft  by  her  prefence  danger  mote  befall. 
For  who  can  tfcU  (an|^fa^c  I  fear  it  ill) 
But  that  ihe  is  fom)^  powre  celeftial  ? 
For  whiles  Ihe  fpake,  her  great  words  did  appall 
My  feeble  courage,  aqd  my  heart  opprels. 
That  yet  I  quake  and  tremble  over  ail. 
And  I  faid  Bragiadochio)  thought  no  lefs, 
yrhcn  firft  I  heard  her  horn  found  with  fuch  ghafUinels. 

XLV. 
For  from  my  mothers  womb  this  grace  I  have 
Me  given  by  eternal  deftiny. 
That  earthly  thing  may  not  my  courage  brave 
Difmay  with  fear,  or  caufc  one  foot  to  fly. 
But  either  hellilh  fiends,  or  powres  on  high  :  . 
Which  was  the  caufe,  when  earft  that  horn  I  heard^ 
Weening  it  had  been  thunder  in  the  sky^ 
I  hid  my  fclf  from  it,  as  one  afffard  % 
B4(wjhen  I  other  knew,  my  fclf  I  boldly  reard. 

XLVI. 
But  noff  for  fear  of  worfe  that  may  betide^ 
Let  us  fijon  hence  depart.    Tiiey  foon  agree* 
So  to  his  fteed  he  got,  and  'gan  to  ride 
As  one  unfit  therefore,  that  all  might  fee 
He  h^(J  not  trained  been  in  chevalree. 
Which  well  that  valiant  courfcr  did  difccrn  i 
For  he  difpis'd  to  tread  in  due  degree. 
But  chauft  and  foamed,  with  courage  fierce  and  ftem 
And  to  be  e;u'd  of  that  Ufe  burdep  M  did  yera. 
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C  A  N  T  O    IV. 

Guy  on  Jl^^i  Furor  iiMd  in  chains^ 

Jnd  Jiops  Occafton  : 
Delivers  Phedon,  and  tb&nfore 

By  Jirife  is  rayVd  upon. 

I. 

IN  brave  purfuit  of  honourable  deed. 
There  is  I  know  not  what  great  difference 
Between -the  vulgar  and  the  noble  feed. 
Which  unto  thirds  of  valorous  pretence 
Seems  to  be  bon>e  by  native  influence ; 
As  feats  of  arms^  and  love  to  entertain : 
But  chiefly  skill  to  ride,  feems  a  fdenoe 
Proper  to  gentle  blood  \  fome  others  fain 
To  teenage  fteeds,  as  did  this  vauoter ;  but  in  vaku 

n. 

But  he  ('the  rightful  owner  of  that  deed) 
Who  well  could  menage  and  fabdue  his  pride^ 
The  whiles  oo  foot  was  forced  for  to  yeed. 
With  that  black  Palmer,  his  moft  trufty  guide ; 
Who  fuffred  not  his  wandring  feet  to  Aide. 
But  when  ftrong  paffion,  or  weak  flefhlinefs 
Would  from  the  right  way  feek  to  draw  him  wide. 
He  ifirould  through  temperance  and  ftedfaftnefs. 

Teach  him'the  weak  to  {(ntngthea^  and  the  ftrong  fuppiefu 

III. 

Jc  fortuned,  forth  farifig  on  his  iqFay,       . 
He  faw  from  far,  or  feemed  for  to  fee . 
Some  troublous  uprore  or  oontentious  fray, 
Wlieretp  he  drew  in  haite  it  tt>  agree.  * 
a'  mad*ma9,  pr  that  feigneli  joa^d  io  be. 
Drew  by  the  hair  along  upon  the  ground, 
A  handfome  ftrifling  with  grett  cnidty, 
WhomrlprQ  he  beai:,  aod  gor'd  with  many  a  wouftd, 

jlm^pheeHswIth  RVs^tuM^A^e^  withblood  did  all  aboimL 
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IV. 

And  him  behim},  a  wicked  Hag  did  ftalk. 
In  ragged  robes,  and  filthy  difarray. 
Her  other  leg  was  lame,  that  ftie  no'te  walk. 
But  on  a  ftaflf  her  feeble  fteps  did  ftay  j 
Her  locks  that  loathly  were,  and  hoary  gray. 
Grew  all  afore,  and  loofely  hung  unrold. 
But  all  behind  was  bald,  and  worn  away. 
That  none  thereof  could  ever  taken  hold, 

And  eke  her  face  ili-favour'd,  full  of  wrinkles  old» 

v: 

And  ever  as  Ihe  went,  her  tongue  dW  wilk 
In  foul  reproach,  and  terms  of  vile  defpight. 
Provoking  him  by  her  outrageous  tolk. 
To  heap  more  vengeance  on  that  Wrietchcd  wight. 
Sometimes  (he  raught  him  ftones,  wherewith  tofmite^ 
Sometimes  her  ftafF,  though  it  her  one  leg  were, 
Withouten  which  (he  could  not  go  upright; 
Ne  any  evil  means  ihe  did  forbear. 

That  might  him  move  to  wrath,  and  indignation  rear« 

VI. 

The  noble  Guyon  mov*d  with  great  remorfe. 
Approaching,  firft  the  Hag  did  thrud  away ; 
And  after  adding  nwre  impetuous  force, 
His^  mijghty  hands  did  on  the  mad-man  lay. 
And  pluckt  him  back;  who  all  on  fire  ftraitway, 
Againft  him  turning  all  his  fell  intent. 
With  beaftly  brutifh  rage  'gan  him  aflay, 
And  fmote,  and  bit,  and  kickt,  and  fcratcht,  and  rent^ 

And  did  he  wift  not  what  in  his  avengement. 

VII. 

And  fure  he  was  a  man  of  mickle  might. 
Had  he  had  governance,  it  well  to  guide : 
But  when,  the  frantick  fit  infiam'd  his  fpright,  '- 
His  force  was  vain,  and  ftrook  more  often  wide. 
Than  at  thesumed  mark,  which  he  had  eyde: 
And  oft  bimfelf  he  chanct  to  hurt  unwares, 
Whilftreafon  blent  tiirough  paffion,  nought  dcfcrydc, 

.!.  Btitas  a  blindfold  Bull  at  randomfares,  [nought  cares^ 

And  wkere  he  bits,  nou^t  knows,  and  whom  he  hurts^ 
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vnt 

His  rude  aflault  and  rugged  bandeling« 

Strange  feemed  to  the  Knight,  that  aye  with  foe 

In  fair  defence  and  goodly  menagtng 

£)f  arms  was  wont  to  fight :  yet  nachemoe    . 

Was  he  abalhed  jaow  not  fighting  fo ; 

But  more  enfierced  through  his  curri(h  play» 

Him  (lernly  gript,  and  balif^  to  and  fro. 

To  ove^hrow  him  ftropgly  did  afliry) 

]3uc  overthrew  iumfelf  un wares,  and  lower  lay. 

IX. 

And  being  down,  the  villain  fore  did  beat, 
J^d,  bruife  with  clowQi(h  fifts  his  manly  face : 
And  eke  the  Hag  with  many  a  bitter  (breac,: 
Still  caird  upon'  to  kill  him  in  the  place. 
With  whofe  reproach  and  odious  menace 
The  Knighb  emboyling  in  hi^  haughty  hegrt. 
Knit  all  his  foroes,  and  'gan  foon  unbrace     . 
His  grafping  hold  :  {o  lightly  did  upftart. 

And  drew  hisi  deadly  weapon  to  matntaiit  his  port. 

Which  when  the  Palmer  faw,  he  loUdly  cry'd^ 
fifik  fo,  O  Gn^m,  never  think  that  fo 
That  monfter  can  be  mafter'd  or  deftroyM : 
He  19  Aot,  ah  he  is  not  fuch  a  foe. 
As  ileel  can  wound>  or  ftrength  ca^  overthrqir. 
That  iaine.  is  Furor  curfed  cruel  wight. 
That  unto  Knighthood  works  much  fhameand  vpx^ 
And  that  fam^  Hag,    his  aged  another,  htght 

Occajim^  the  root  (^aU  wrath  and 'defpighu 

XL      ' 

With  her,  whoib  will  rageing  i^^r  tame,  « 

Muft  firft  begin,  and  well  her  amenage :  .  .   ^ 
Firft  her.  reftrain  from  her  reproachful  blame. 
And  evil  means^  with  which  Ihe  doth  enrage- 
,  Her  frantiqfc  ftin ;*od  kindles  his:Courage:    .  ,. 
Then  when  ibe  is  withdrawn,  or  ftrong  wtthi^Qod, 
^t?s  oath  his  idle  friry  toaflfwage,  .       ::if  / 

AAdl^^<n  chetempcft  of  his  p^fiion  woodi .  .... 

Jbe  banks  ^f  oye;rJQpwn>  whOft  ftoppfid  i»  tlM^JMStv  . 
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xn. 

Therewith  Sir  Q(jfm  iek  his  firft  empnfii,  ; 

Attd  turning  to  that  woman  fait  her  hent 
By  the  hoar  locks  that  bung-  before  her  eyes. 
And  to  the  ground  her  threw :   yec  n'ouid  fhe  ftent 
Her  bitter  railing  and  foul  reviiemenc. 
But  ftiti  provokt  her  fon  to  wreak  her  wrong ; 
But  nathetefs  he  did  tier  (till  torment, 
And  catching  hold  of  her  ungracious  tong. 

Thereon  4n  iron  lock  did  faften  firm  and  ftrong. 

XIIL 

Then  whenas  ufe  of  fpeech  was  ftotn  her  reft. 
With  tiHdr  two  crooKed  hands  (ht*  figns  did'  make^ 
And  beckned  him,  the  lift,  help  (he  had  left. 
But  he  that  lalt  left  help  aWay  did  take. 
And  both  her  hands  faft  bound  unto  a  ftake. 
That  ihe  no^te  ftir.    Then  *gan  her  fon  to  fly 
Full  faft  away,  and  did  hev  quite  forfake^    . 
But  Guyan  after  him  in  hafte  did  hye. 

And  IbOQ  him  overtook  in  fad  perplexity. 

XIV. 

In  his  ftrong  arms  he  (tifly  him  embract. 
Who  him  gain-ffariving,  nought  at  all  prevailed  i 
For  all  his  powre  was  utterly  defact. 
And  furious  fits  at  eadt  quite  weren  quailed : 
Oft'h^  renforct,  and  oft  his  forces  faii*d, 
Yet  yield  he  would  not,  nor  his  rancour  (lack. 

:    Then  him  to  ground  he  caft,  and  rudely  haird. 
And  both  his  bands  faft  bound  behind  his  back. 

And  both  his  .feet  in  fetters  to  an  iron  rack. 

XV. 

With  hundred  Iron  cbains  he  did  him  bind. 
And  hundred  knots  that  did  him  fore  conftrain  r 
Yet  his  great  iron  teeth  he  ftill  did  grind. 
And  grimly  griafh,  threatning  revenge  in  vain  t  ' 
His  burning  eyen,  whom  bloody  ftrdces  did  ftain^ 
«ietttid  full  wide,  and  threw  forth  (parks  of  fire,  * 
And  more  for  rank  defpight,  than  for  great  pain/ 
^hakt  his  longlotks,  ^olour'd  iike  cojpper-wire^ 

Aiid  Mc  bb  uwny  .beai^d  to  (bew  his  raging  ire. 
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XVI. 

Thus  whcnas  <;)EgM»  -F«w  had  capfriyy,       ; 
Turning  abouc»  he  faw  chat  wretched  Squuf^^ 
Whom  thj3it  mad-man  of  life  nigh  late  depriv'di 
Lying  on  ground,  all  foyld  with  blood  and  mire ) 
Whom  whcnas  be  perceived  to  refpire. 
He  'gan  to  comfort,  and^his  wounds  co  dref9» 
Being  at  laft  recur'd  ht^  'gan  eit^quire. 
What  hard  mifhap  hiip  brought  to  fuch  diftrefst 

And  nuide  cbat  caitives  thrall,  the  thrall  of  wretdiednefk 

XVIl 

With  heart  then  throbbing,  and  With  watry  eyes;  : . 
fair  Sir,  quoth  he,  what  man  can  fhun  tht  ittj>^ 
That  hidden  lies  unwares  him  to  furprife  ? 
Misfortune  waits  advantage,  tb  enitrap 
The  man  nAoft  wary,  in  her  whelming  lap« 
So  me  weak  wretch^  pf  many  weakeft  one, 
Unweeting  and  unware  of  fuch  mifliap. 
She  brought  to  mifcbief  through  occafion, 

Where  this  £aine  wicked  villain  did  me  light  upod. 

XVIII. 

It  was  a  faithlefs  Squire,  that  was  the  fourib 
Of  all  my  fo^row,  and  of  thefe  fad  tears. 
With  whom  from  tender  dug  of  common  nour/e, 
Attonce  I  was  upbrought ;  and  eft  when  years 
More  ripe  as  reafon  lent  to  chuie  our  peers. 
Ourfclves  in  league  of  vowed  love  we  knit : 
In  which  we  long  time  without  jealous  fears. 
Or  faulty  thoughts  continu'd,.  as  was  fie .; 

And  for  my  part  (I  vow)  diflembled  not  a  whit« 

XIX. 

It  was  my  fortune  (comnnon  to  that  age) 
To  love  a  Lady  fair  of  great  degree. 
The  which  was  bom  of  noble  parentage. 
And  fet  in  higjbtil  feat  of  dignity,. 
Yet feem*d  no lefs to  bve^  than  knr'dto  be ;      . 
Long.1  her  ferv^d^  and  found  hei^fiutfaliilitill^ 
Ne  ever  thing  could  cauiie.  lis  difagreet: 
Love  that  two  hearts  makes  one,  makes  eke  one  Wil|^ 

£ach  (h-ove  to  pteaft^  and  othen  fd«^»B  to  £viSLr  ^ 
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XX. 

My  friend,  hieht  Phikmn^  I  did  partakit 
Of  all  my  fove,  and  all  my  privity :  • 
Who  greatly  joyous  feemed  for  my  fake. 
And  gracious  to  that  Lady,  as  to  me  ;■ 
Ne  ever  wight  that  mote  fo  welcome  be. 
As  he  to  her,  withouten  blot  or  blame, 
Ne  ever  thing,  that  flie  could  think  or  fee* 
But  unto  him  fhe  would  impart  the  fame ; 

O  wretched  man  !  that  would  abufe  fo  gentle  Dattie*    \ 

,  XXI. 

At  laft,  fucb  grace  I  found,  and  means^  I  wro^aght^ 
That  I  that  Lady  to  tny  fpoufe  had  won  y 
Accord  of  friends,  (Tdnfcnt  of  parents  fought^ 
Affiance  made,  my  happinefs  begun, 
There  wanted  bought  t>ut  few  rites  to  be  done^ 
Whichr  marriage  makei  that  day  too  far  did  feem^ 
Moft  joyous  man,  on  whom  the  ihlmng  fun 
Did  fhew  his  face,,  myfelf  I  did  efteem, 

And  that -my  falfer  friend  did  rio  lefs  joyous  deem« 

XXII. 

But  ere  that  wifliedf  :day  his  beam  difclos'd^ 
He,  either  envying  my  toWard  good. 
Or  of  himfelf  to  trealbn  ill  difpos*d. 
One  day  unto  me  came  in  friendly  mood^ 
And  told  (for  fecret)  how  he  undcrftood. 
That  Lady  whom  I  had  tome  afpgn'd. 
Had  both  diftain'd  her  honourable  bloody 
And  eke  the  faith  which  (he  to  me  did  biAd  $ 
And  therefore  wifht  me  day,  till  I  more  truth  fhouki  find« 

XXIII. 

The  gnawing  anguifii  and  (harp  jeiloufie. 
Which  his  fad  fp^ech  infixed  in  my  breaft. 
Rankled  fo  fore,  a(id  feftred  inwardly. 
That  my  engriev«d  mind  could  find'  no  reft. 
Till  that  tbe^truth  tberopf  I  did  oUtwreft, 
And  him  belbught:  by  that  fame  facred  band 
Betwixt  us  .botb^ to  countbl  me  the  bjrlt  >   ' 
He*  then  with  folcmir  oath  and  plighUKl  hand 

'Alfuc^d,  £js  li3og  tb|  tndhvto Jet  <ne  undaftaadr 
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XXIV- 

Ere  long,  with  like  again  he  boarded  me^  1 

Saying  he  pow  had  bouhed  all  the  flour. 
And  that  it  was  a  groom  of  bafe  degree,        .    :  r 
Which  of  my  love  was  partner  paramour : 
Who  ufed  in  a  darkfome  inner  bowre 
Her  oft  to  meet.:  which  better :to  approve. 
He  promifcd  to  bring  me  at  that  hourc. 
When  I  ftiould  fee  that  would  me  nearer  move. 

And  drive  me  to  withdraw  my  blind  abufcd  love; 

XXV, 

This  gracelefs  riian^  for  furtherance  of  his  goilei   .         : 
Did  court  the  handmaid  of  my  Lady  dear,    ' 
Who  glad  t'embofom  \i\s  aflfcftioa  vile. 
Did  all  fhe  might  more  pleafing  to  appear. 
One  day  to  work  her  to  his  will  more  near,  . 
He  woo'd  her  thus :  Pryene  (fo  fhe  hight) 
What  great  defpight  doth  fortune  to  thee  bear, 
THus  lowly  to  abafe  thy  beauty  bright,'. 

That  it  fliould  not  deface  all  others  kfler  light  i 

XXVL 

But  if  Ihe  had  her  ieaft  help  to  thee  lent, 
T*adorn  thy  form  according  ihy  defart. 
Their  blazing  pride  thou  wouldeft  foon  have  blcnt^ 
And  ftain'd  their  praifes  with  thy  Ieaft  good  part  ^ 
Ne  ifaould  fair  Claribell  with  all  her  art 
(Though  (he  thy  Lady  be)  approach  thee  near :  . 
For  proof  thereof,  this  evening  as  thou  art, 
Array  thy  felf  in  her  mod  gorgeous  gear. 

That  I  may  niore  delight  in  chy  embracement  dear. 

XXVW. 

The  maiden  proud  through  praife^and  madthrwgh  love 
Him  hearkened  to,  and  foon  her&lf  arraid, 
The  whiles  to  me  the  treachour  did  remove 
His  crafty  engin,  and  as  he  had  faid. 
Me  leading  in 'a  fecrec  corner  laid. 
The  fad  fpeiftator  of  my  tragedy ; 
Where  lett,'  he  went,  and  his  own  faliie  part  plaid, 
Diiguifed  like  that  groom  of  bafe  degree. 

Whom  he  had  feigned  (h'al^uf(^  of  my  love  to  be» 
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XXVIII. 

Eftfoons  he  came  Unto  th'  appointed  placfe^ 
And  with  him  brought  Pryem  rich  array'd. 
In  Claribellcfs  clothes.  Her  proper  &cc 
I  not  difcerned  in  that  darklbme  ihade. 
But  ween'd  it  was  my  love,  with  whom  he  playd. 
Ah  God !  what  horraur  and  tormenting  grief. 
My  heart,  my  hands,  mine  eyes,  and  all  aflay'd! 
Me  liefer  were  ten  thoufand  deathes  prief. 

Than  wound  of  jealous  worm,  and  Ihamc  of  fuch  rcpricf * 

XXIX. 

I  home  ittuming,  frau^t  with  foul  xfeTpight, 
And  chawing  vengeance  all  the  way  I  went. 
Soon  as  my  loathed. Love  appear'd  in  fight. 
With  wrathful  hand  I  flew  her  innocent  \ 
That  after  foon  I  dearly  did  lament  : 
For  when  the  caufe  of  that  outrageous  deed 
Demanded,  I  made  plain  and  evident, 
Her  faulty  .handmaid,  which  that  bale  did  breed, 

Confeft  how  Philemon  her  wrought  to  cha«ge  her  wec!d» 

XXX. 

Which  when  I  hearf  with  horrible  afirighc 
And  hellifh  fury  all  enrag'd,  I  fought 
Upon  my  felf  that  vengeable  dcfpight 
To  punifli:  yet  it  better  firft  I  thought 
To  wreak  my  wrath  on  him,  that  firft  it  wrou^iC. 
To  Philemon^  falfc  fay  tour  PhUetncn^ 
1  caft  to  pay  that  I  fo  dearly  bought : 
Of  deadly  drugs  I  gave  him  drink  anon. 

And  walht  away  his  guilt  with  guilty  potion. 

XXXI. 

Thus.heaping  crime. on  crime,  and  grief  on  gi'icff 
To  lofs  of  Love  adjoyning  lofs  of  friend* 
I  meant  to  purge  both,  with  a  ithird  mifchief. 
And  in  my  woes  beginner  it  to  end : 
That  was  Pryene  j  flhc  did  firft  offend,.  * 
She  laft  Ihould  fmart :  with  which  cruel  inteat^ 
When  I  at  her  my  murd'mus  blade  :did  bendt 
She  fled  away  with  ghaftly  drcrimgfat. 

And  I  purfuing  my .  fell  purpofe»  alter  Wtet. 
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XXXIL 

Fear  gave  her  wings,  and  rage  enforct  my  flight ; 
Through  woods  and  plains  fo  long  I  did  her  chace^ 
Till  this  mad-man  (whom  your  vi6lorious  might 
I^ath  now  fail  bound)  me  met  in  middle  fpace^ 
As  I  her,  fo  he  me  purfued  apace, 
And/hortly  overtook:  I  breathing  ire^ 
Sore  chaufFed  at  my  ftay  in  fuch  a  cafe. 
And  with  my  heat  kindled  his  cruel  fire ! 

Which  kindled  once,  his  mother  did  more  rage  infpirej 

XXXIII. 

Betwixt  them  both,  they  have  me  doen  to  dye, 

Through  wounds  and  ftrokesand  flubborn  handelingij 

That  death  were  better  than  fuch  agony. 

As  grief  and  fury  unto  me  did  bring; 

Of  which  in  me  yet  flicks  the  mortal  fling,'  ^ 

That  during  life  will  never  be  appeased. 

When  he  thus  ended  had  his  forrowing. 

Said  Guyan^  Squire,  fore  have  ye  been  difeal^d ; 

But  ail  your  hurts  may  foon  through  temperance  be  ea$'di 

XXXIV. 

Then  'gan  the  Palmer  thus,  tnoO:  wretched  man^ 
That  to  affedjons  does  the  bridle  lend : 
In  their  beginning  they  are  weak  and  wan. 
But  foon  through  fuff'rance  grow  to  fearful  end  i 
'Whiles  they  are  weak,  betimes  with  them  contend  ^ 
For  when  they  once  to  perfect  flrength  do  grow, 
Strons  wars  they  make,  and  cruel  battry  bend 
Gainu  fort  of  reafon,  it  to  overthrow  : 

Wrath,  jealoufie,grief,  love,  this  Squire  have  laid  thusIov2 

XXXV. 

Wrath,  jealoufie,  grief,  love,  do  thus  expel ; 
Wrath  is  a  fire,  and  jealoufie  a  weed. 
Grief  is  a  flood,  and  love  a  monfler  fell  5 
The  fire  of  fparks,  the  weed  of  little  feed. 
The  flood  of  drops,  the  monder  filth  did  breed  : 
But  fparks,  feed,  drops,  and  filth  do  thus  delay  % 
The  fparks  foon  quench,  the  fpringing  feed  outweed^ 
The  drops  dry  up,  and  filth  wipe  clean  away  : 

So  (hall  wrath,  jealoufie^  grief,  lovej  die  and  decay. 
Vol.  I.  P  f 
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XXXVI. 

Unlucky  Squiie  (faid  Gi^n)  fith  thou  haft 
'Fain  into  mifchief  through  intemperance. 
Henceforth  take  heed  of  that  thou  now  haft  paft^ 
And  guide  thy  ways  with  wary  governance. 
Left  worft  betide  thee  by  (bme  later  chance. 
But  read  how  art  thou  nam'd^  and  of  what  kirn 
Pbedon  I  hight  (quoth  he)  and  do  advance 
Mine  anceftry  from  famous  CaradtHy 

Who  firft  to  ratfe  our  houfe  to  honour  did  begm« 

XXXVII. 

Thus  as  he  fpake,  lo  far  away  they  fpide 

-.   A  varlet  running  towards  haftily, 
Whofe  flying  feet  fo  faft  their  way  applide. 
That  round  about  a  cloud  of  duft  did  fly, 
"Which  mingled  ail  with  fwcat  did  dim  his  eye." 
He  foon  approached,  panting,  breathlcfs,  hor^ 
And  all  fp  foyrd,  that  none  could  him  defcry  j 
.  His  countenance  was  bold,  and  baflied  not 

^or  Cu^om  looks,  but  fcornful  eye^glance  at  him  (hoc 

XXXVIII. 

Behind  hts  back  he  bore  a  brazen  fliield. 
On  which  was  drawen  fair,  in  colours  fit ; 
A  flaming  fire  in  midft  of  bloody  field. 
Arid  round  about  the  wreath  thefe  words  were  wrkf 
3Burnt  I  do  bum.    Right  well  bcfeemed  it. 
To  be  the  fhield  of  fome  redoubted  Knight ; 
And  in  his  hand  two  darts  exceeding  flit. 
And  deadly  (harp  he  held,  whofe  heads  were  dig^t 

In:  poyfon  and  in  blood  of  malice  and  defpight. 

XXXIX. 

yrhen  he  in  prefencc  came,  to  Gitfon  firft 

He  boldly  fpake.  Sir  Knight,  if  Knight  thou  bc^ 
Abandon  this  foreftalled  place  at  erft^ 
For  fear  of  further  harm  I  counfel  thee  j 
Or  bide  the  chance  at  thine  own  jeopardy. 
.  The  Knight  at  his  great  boidnefs  wondered^ 
And  though  he  fcorn*d  his  idle  vanity. 
Yet  miklly  him  to  parpofe  anfwered; 

For  not  to  grow  ^f  noueht  he  it  conje^Uircd; . 


Varlct,  this  place  molt  due  to  me  I  deem, 
Yieldi^d  by  Kim  that  held  ic  forcrbly^. 
But  wh«ncc  (hould  come  that  harm,  which  thou  doft  fecirt 
To  threat  to  him,  that  minds  his  chance  t*aby  i 
Pcrdy  (fiid  he)  here  corties,  and  is  hard  by 
A  Knight  of  wondrous  powre,  and  great  aflSiy, 
That. never  yet  cncountred  enemy 
But  did  him  deadly  daunt,  or  foul  difmay ; 

Nc  thou  for  better  hope,  if  thou  his  prefcncc  ftay.      • 

XLI-    . 

How  hight  hethen  (faid  Gt^on)  and  from  whence  t 
Pyrocbks  is  his  name,  renowned  far 
For  his  bdd  feats  and  hardy  confidence, 
FuH  oft  approved  in  many  a  cruel  war. 
The  brother  of  Cymocblesy  both  which  are 
The  fons  of  old  Aerates  and  Defpight  j 
Aerates  fon  of  Pble^eton  and  Jar : 
But  Phkgetm  is  fon  of  Herebus  and  Night  i 

But  Heribus  fon  of  Eternity  is  hight. 

XLIL  .    , 

So  from'inimortal  race  he  does  proceed, 
That  mortal  hands  may  not  withfland  his  MigHtij. 
Drad'for  his  derring  doe,  and  bloody  deed  j 
For  all  in  blood  and  fpoil  is  hid  delight. 
His  am  I  Atin^  his  in  wrong  and  right. 
Tfiat  matter  make  for  him  to  work  upon. 
And  ftir  him  up  to  ftrife  and  cruel  fight. 
Fly  therefore,  fly  this  fearful  ftead  aqon. 

Left  thy  fool^hardize  work  thy  fad  confufion.' 

XLIII. 

His  be  that  care^  whom  moft  it  doth  concern 
(Said  he) :  but  whither  with  fuch  hally  flight 
Art  thou  now  bound  ?  for  well  mote  I  difcem 
Great  caufe,  that  carries  thee  fo  fwifc  and  light. 
My  Lord  fquoth  he)  me  fent,  and  ftraight  bchight 
To  feek  Occafion^  whcrcfo  (he  be : 
For  he  is  all  difpos'd  to  bloody  fight. 
And  breathes  out  wrath  and  hainous  cruelty  : 

Hard  is  his  hap,  chat  firft  falls  in  his  jeopardy* 
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XLIV. 

Mad-man  (faid  then  the  Palmer)  tbft  doe$  feck 
Occqfion  to  wrath,  and  caufe  of  £tri&,} 

.  .  She  comes  unfoug^t,  and  ihunned  follows  eke* 
Happy  who  can  abftain,  when  rancour  rife 
Kindles  revenge,  and  threats  his  rufty  knife  % 
Woe  never  wants,  where  every  caufe  is  caugh^ 
And  ralh  Occajum  makes  unquiet  life. 
Then  lo,  where  bound  fhe  fits,  whom  thou  haft  fought, 

(Said  Cuyofi)  let  that  meflage  to  thy  Lord  be  brought* 

XLV. 

That  when  the  varlet  heard  and  faw,  firajfl^tway 
He  wexed  wondrous  wrotK,  and  faid,  vile  Knight, 
That  Knights  andKnighthood  doft  with  (hame  upbray. 
And  fhew'ft  th'enfample  of  thy  chiklidi  mighty 
With  fiily  weak  old  woman  thus  to  fight ; 
Great  glory  and  gay  fpoilfure  haft  thou  got. 
And  ftoutly  prov'd  thy  puiflancc  here  in  fight  \ 
That  ih^U  Pyrocbles  well  requite,  I  wot. 

And  with  thy  blood  abolifti  fo  reproachful  blot* 

XL  VI. 

,With  that,  one  of  his  thrillant  darts  he  thcew^ 
Headed  with  ire  and  venjgeable  defpight. 
The  quivering  fteel  his  aimed  end  well  knew. 
And  t6  his'  briaft  itfelf  intended  right : 
But  he  was  wary,  and  ere  it  cmpight 
In  the  meant  mark,  advanct  his  fhield  atween  % 
On  whidh  it  feizing,  no  way  enter  might. 
But  back  rebounding,  left  the  forkhead  keen ; 

Eftfoons  he  fled  away^  and  might  no  where  be  ibeiw     * 
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C  A  N  T  O     V. 

Pyrochlcs  does  with  Guyon  figbt^ 

And  Furors  chain  wMnds : 
Of  whom  fore  hurt^  for  bis  revenge 

Atin  CymocHles  finds. 

I. 

WHocver  doth  to  temperance  apply  " 

His  ftedfaft  life,  and  all  his  a&ions  frame, 
Truft  me  fhall  find  no  greater  enemy. 
Than  ftubborn  perturbation  to  the  fame; 
To  which  right  well  the  wife  do  give  that  name. 
For  it  the  goodly  peace  of  ftaycd  minds 
Does  overthrow,  and  troublous  war  proclaim : 
His  own  woes  authour,  whofo  bound  it  finds. 
As  did  PyrochleSy  and  it  wilfully  unbinds* 

II. 

After  that  varlets  flight,  it  was  not  long. 
Ere  on  the  plain  faft  pricking  Gvyon  fpide 
One  in  bright  Arms  embattailed  fbll  itrong. 
That  as  the  funny  beams  do  glance  and  glide 
Upon  the  trembling  wave,  fo  (hined  bright. 
And  round  about  him  threw  forth  fparkling  fire,* 
That  feem*d  him  to  enflame  on  every  fide: 
His  fteed  was  bloody  red  and  foamed  ire. 

When  with  the  mafl:ring  fpur  he  did  him  roughly  ftiit^ 

III. 

Approaching  nigh,  he  never  (laid  to  greet, 

Ne  chaffer  words,  proud  courage  to  provoke. 

But  prickt  fo  fierce,  that  underneath  his  feet 

The  fmouldring  dull  did  round  about  him  fmoke^ 

Both  horfe  and  man  nigh  able  for  to  choke  \ 

And  fairly  couching  his  fteel-headed-fpear. 

Him  firft  faluted  with  a  fturdy  ftroke  j . 

It  boQted  nought  Sir  Guyon  coming  near 

To  think  fuch  hideous  puifiance  on  loot  to  beafl 
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IV. 

Put  lightljf.  ihunmd  it;  an4  paffiog  by. 

With  his  bright  blade  did  fmite  at  him  fo  fellt 
That  the  iliarp  Aeel  arriving  forcibly 
On  his  broad  iBieid  bit  not,  but  glancing  fell 
On  his  hqrfe  neck  before  the  qoilud  fell. 
And  from  the  head  the  body  lundred  quight: 
So  him  difmounted  low,  he  did  compel 
On  foot  with  him.  to  matchon  .equal  gghtt 

The  irqnked  beaft  faft  bleeding,  did  him  foqly  dight, 

V. 

Sore  bryized  with  the  £UI,  he  flow  viproie. 
And  all  enraged,  thus  him  loudly  (hent ; 
Pideal  Knight,  wbofe  coward  coiirage  chofe 
To  wreak  it  felf  on  beaft  all  innocent. 
And  fliun'd  the  mark,  at  which  it  (hould  be  meant. 
Thereby  thine  arms  feem  ftrong,  but  manhood  frai|. 
So  haft  thou  oft  with  guile  thine  honour  blent  i 
But  little  may  fuch  guile  thee  now  avail, 

Jf  wonted  fprc^  and  fortune  do  no(  iquch  me  fail. 

VI. 

^With  that  he  drew  his  flaming  fword,  and  ftrook 
At  him  fo  fiercely,  that  the  upper  marge 
Of  bis  fevenfolded  fhield  away  it  took. 
And  glancing  on  his  helmet,  made  a  large 
And  open  gafh  therein  ;  were  pot  his  targe. 
That  broke  the  violence  of  his  intent, 
The  weary  foul  from  thence  it  would  difcharge  \ 
Nathelefs,  fo  fore  a  buff  to  him  it  lent. 

That  made  him  reel,  ^nc|  to  his  brcaft  his  bever  ben$^ 

VIl. 

Exceeding  wroth  was  Quyon  at  that  blow. 

And  nuidi  afham'd  that  ftrQke  of  living  arm 
Should  him  difmay,  an4  make  him  floop  fo  Iqw, 
though  otherwife  it  did  him  little  harm  : 
Tho  hurling  high  his  iron  braced  arm. 
He  fmote  fo  manly  on  his  fboulder  plate. 
That  all  his  left  fide  it  did  quite  difarm ; 
Yet  there  the  fleel  flaid  not  but  inly  bate 

peep  ^  bis  flefh,  and  open'4  vrid?  *  r?d  flood-gate; 
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vra. 

Deadly  difmaid  with  horrour  of  that  din^ 
Pyrocbks  was,  and  grieved  eke  entire  ^ 
Yet  nachemore  did  ic  his  fury  ftintt 
But  added  flame  unto  his  former  fire. 
That  well  nigh  molt  his  heart  in  raging  ire : 
Ne  thenceforth  his  approved  fkill,  to  ward» 
Or  ftrike,  or  hurtle  round  in  warlike  gyre, 
Remembred  he,  ne  car*d  for  his  fafeguard. 

But  ruddy  rag'd,  and  like  a  cruel  Tygre  far*d; 

IX. 

He  hew'd,  and  lalht,  and  foynd,  and  tbundred  blows^  \ 
And  every  way  did  fcek  into  his  life : 
Ne  plate,  ne  mail  could  ward  fo  mighty  throws. 
But  yielded  paflage  to  his  cruel  knife. 
But  Guf0$^  in  the  heat  of  all  bis  ftrife. 
Was  wary-wife,  and.clofely  did  await 
Avantage,  whilft  his  foe^did  rage  moft  rife : 
Sometimes  achwart,  fometimes  he  ftrook  him  ftrait; 

And  falfed  oft  his  blowsi  t'illqde  him. with  fuch  baic#  ^ 

X. 

Like  as  a  Lyon,  whofe'  imperial  powm 
A  proud  rebellious  Unicorn  defies, 
T'avoid  the  ralh  aflault  and  wrathfiil  ftowre 
Of  his  fierce  foe,  him  to  a  tree  applies. 
And  when  him  running  in  full  courfe  he  fpiesi 
He  flips  afide :  the  whiles  that  furious  beaft 
His  precious  horn  fought  of  his  enemies. 
Strikes  in  the  ftock,  ne  thence  can  be  releafl:. 

But  to  the  mighty  vid;or  yields  a  bounteous  feaft« 

XL 

With  fuch  fair  fleight  him  Gttftm  often  fiiiPdj 
Till  at  the  laft,  ail  breatblefs,  weary^  faint. 
Him  fpying,  with  frefli  onfet  he  aflail'd. 
And  kindling;  new  his  courage  (ieeming  queint) 
Strook  him  lo  hugely,  thax  through  great  conltr^nt 
He  made  him  ftoop  perforce  unto  his  knee. 
And  do  unwilliog  worihip  to  the  faint, 
Thac  on  his  fliield  d^painted  he  did  fe&i 

Such  iii^mage  till  thac  iaftant  nqver  learned  hcuf  / 
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XII. 

Whom  GiffM  fiein^  ftoop,  purfued  fait 
The  prefent  oifer  of  fair  victory. 
And  foon  his  dreadful  blade  about  he  caft. 
Wherewith  he  fmote  his  haughty  creft  fo  high, 
That  ftrait  on  ground  made  him  full  low  to  lie  } 
Then  on  his  breafl:  his  vidor  foot  he  thruft : 
With  that  he  cry'd,  mercy,  do  me  not  dye, 
Ne  deem  thy  force  by  fortunes  doom  unjuft. 
That  hath  (maugre  her  fpight)  thus  low  me  la^d  in  dufb^ 

XIII. 
£/tib6ns  his  cruel  hand  Sir  Gi^$n  flaid, 

Tempring  the  pallion  with  advifement  flow. 
And  maiftring  might  on  enemy  difmaid : 
For  th*  equal  dye  of  war  he- well  did  know : 
Then  to  him'  faid,  live,  and  allegiance  owe 
To  him  that  gives  thee  life  and  liberty  : 
And  henceforth,  by  this  days  enfample  troWy 
.That  hafty  wrath  and  heedlefs  hazardry, 
pa  breed  repentance  late,  and  lafting  infamy. 

XIV. 
So  up  he  let  him:  rife  :  who  with  grim  look 
And  countenance  ftern  upftanding,  'gan  to  grind 
His  grated  teeth  for  great  difdain,  and  (hook 
His  fandy  locks,  long  hanging  down  behind,    ] 
KnQtted  in  blood  and  duft,  for  grief  of  mind. 
That  he  in  odds  of  arms  was  conquered ; 
Yet  in  himfelf  fome  comfdrt  he  did  find. 
That  him  fo  noble  Knight  had-  maiftered, 
Whofe  bounty  more  than  might,  yet  both  he  wondered^ 

XV. 
^hich  Gi^on  marking,  faid,  be  nought  agriev^d^ 
Sir  Knight,  that  thus  you  now  fubdued  are; 
Was  never  man,  who  mod  conquefts  atchiev'd 
But  ibmetimes  had  the  worfe  and  loft  by  war, 
^  Yet  ihortly  gain'd,  that  lofs  exceeded  far : 
Lofs  i^  no  fhame,  nor  to  be  lefs  than  foe  ^ 
But  to  be  kBkr  than  himfelf  doth  mar 
Both  loofer&^IoG,  ^md  vigors  praife  alfo. 
y^in  others  ovenittovfs^  who  iaJf  doth  overthrow^ 

i   - 
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XVL 
Fly,  O  Pyrochlesi  fly  the  dreadful  war,  -  ^ 

That  in  thyfclf,  thy  Icffcr  parts  do  move : 
Outrageous  anger  and  woe- working  jar. 
Direful  impatience,  and  hcart-murdring  love ; 
Thofe,  thofe  thy  fees,  thofc  warriors  far  remove,;  - 
Which  thee  to  endlefs  bale  captived  lead. 
But  fith  in  nnight  thou  didft  my  mercy  prove, 
Of  courtefie  to  me  the  caufe  aread ,  | 

That  theeagainft  me  di-cw  with  fo  impetuous  dread. 

XVII. 
Dreadlefs,  faid  he,  that  (hall  I  foon  declare : 

It  was  complain'd,  that  thou  hadft  done  great  tor( 
Unto  an  aged  woman,  poor  and  bare ; 
And  thralled  her  in  chains  with  ftrong  effort. 
Void  of  all  fuccour  and  needful  comfort : 
That  ill  befeems  thee,  fuch  as  I  thee  fee. 
To  work  fuch  fhame.    Therefore  I  thee  exhorC     • 
To  change  thy  will,  andfet  Occafion  free,  ^ 

And  to  her  captive  fon  yield  his  fiiil  liberty. 

XVIIL 
Thereat  Sir  Guyon  fmil'd :  and  is  that  all 
Said  he,  that  thee  fo  fore  difpleafed  hath  ? 
Great  mercy  furc  for  to  enlarge  a  thrall, 
Whofe  freedom  Ihall  thee  turn  to  greateft  fcath.* 
Nath'lefs  now  quench  thy  hot  emboyling  wrath : 
Lo  there  they  be;  to  thee  I  yield  them  free. 
Thereat  he  wondrous  glad,  out  of  the  path 
Did  lightly  leap,  where  he  them  bound  did  fee,* 
And  'gan  to  break  the  bands  of  their  captivity. 

XIX. 
Soon  as  Occafion  felt  herfelf  unty'd. 
Before  her  Son  could  well  afibiled  be. 
She  to  her  ufe  retum'd,  and  ftrait  defyM 
Qbth  Gicfon  and  PyrocbUs :  th*one  (faid  fhe) 
Becaufe  he  won  *,  the  other,  becaufe  he 
Was  won :  fo  matter  did  (he  make  of  nought. 
To  ftir  up  ftrif<;^  and  garre  them  difagree. 
But  foon  as  Furor  was  enlarged,  fhe  fought 
^o^kindk his  queachtfire,  and  thoufand  caufes  wrought. 
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XX. 

It  was  not  long  ere  (bt  enflam*d  htm  fo, 
That  he  would  algates  with  Pyrochks  fight ; 
And  his  redeemer  chaileog'd  for  fais  foe, 
Becaufe  he  had  not  well  maintained  his  rights 
Bot  yielded  had  to  that  fame  ftranger  Knight : 
Kiow  *gan  Pyr$M$s  wex  as  wood  as  he. 
And  him  a&onted  with  impatient  might : 
So  both  together  fierce  engrafped  be> 

While  Gmtm  uanding  by  their  uncouth  ftrife  (Iocs  {ee. 

XXL 

Him  all  that  while  Oeeajum  did  provoke 
^K^iA  P3r(iihles^  and  new  matter  fram'd 
Upon  the  old,  him  ftirrin^  to  be  wroke 
Ot  his  late  wrongs,  in  which  ihe  oft  him  blam*d 
For  fuSering  fuch  abufe  as  Knighthood  Iham'd^ 
And  him  difabled  quite.    But  he  was  wife, 
Ne  would  with  vain  occafions  be  inflam'd  \ 
Yet  others  Ihe  more  urgent  did  dcvife : 

Yet  nothing  could  him  to  impatience  entife. 

XXII. 

Their  fell  contention  ftill  encreafed  more. 
And  more  thereby  encreafed  Furores  might ; 
That  he  his  foe  has  hurt,  and  wounded  fore. 
And  him  in  blood  and  dirt  deformed  quight. 
His  Mother  eke  (more  to  augment  his  fpight) 
Now  brought  to  him  a  flamine  fier-brond. 
Which  (he  in  Stygian  lake  (ay  burning  bright) 
Had  kindled :  that  (he  gave  into  his  bond. 

That  armM  with  fire  more  hardly  be  mote  him  withfioncL 

XXIII. 

Tho  gan  that  villain  wex  fo  fierce  and  ftrong. 
That  nothing  might  fuftain  his  furious  force ; 
He  cafl:  him  down  to  ground,  and  all  along 
Drew  him  through  dirt  and  mire  without  remor(e|^ 
And  fouly  battered  his  comely  corfe; 
That  Gvfcn  much  difdain'd  fo  loathly  fight. 
.  At  laft  he  was  compelled  to  cry  perforce. 
Help  (O  Sir  Gitfon)  help  moft  noble  Knight, 
^  '^  a  wretched  man  from  liaoda  of  helliih  wi^t;     , 
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XXIV, 

The  Knight  was  greatly  moved  at  his  plaint. 
And  *gan  him  dight  to  Aurcour  his  aiftrefs. 
Till  that  the  Palmer,  by  his  grave  reftrainty 
Him  ftaid  from  yielding  pitiful  redrefs ; 
And  faid,  dear  Son,  thy  cauflefs  ruth  reprefs, 
Ne  let  thy  ftout  heart  melt  in  pity  vain : 
He  that  his  forrow  fought  through  wilfulnefs^ 
And  his  foe  fectred  would  releafe  again, 

J)eferves  to  tafte  his  follies  fruit,  repented  pain, 

XXV. 

Cttfon  obey'd ;  So  him  away  he  drew 
From  needlefs  trouble  of  renewing  fight 
Already  fought,  his  voyage  to  pyrfue. 
But  rafb  Pyrochks  varlet,  Jttin  hight. 
When  late  he  faw  his  Lord  in  heavy  plight. 
Under  Sir  GufCtt^s  puifiant  ftroke  to  fall. 
Him  deeiping  dead,  as  then  he  feem'd  in  fight. 
Fled  fafl  away,  to  tell  his  funeral 

ynto  his  brother,  whom  QfmocbUs  men  did  calU 

XXVI, 

^e  was  a  man  of  rare  redoubted  might, 

Famous  throughout  the  world  tor  warlike  praife^ 
And  glorious  fpoils,  purchaft  in  perilous  fight : 
Full  many  doughty  Knights  he  in  his  days 
Had  done  to  death,  fubdu'd  in  equal  frays ; 
Whofe  carcafes,  for  terroqr  of  his  name. 
Of  fowls  and  beafls  he  made  the  picious  preys. 
And  hung  their  conquered  arms  for  more  defame 

pn  gallow-treesy  in  honour  of  his  deareft  Dame. 

XXVII. 

^is  dearelt  Dame  is  that  Enchanterefs, 
The  vile  Acrafia  that  with  vain  delights. 
And  idle  pleafures  in  her  ^owre  qj  blifsy 
poes  charm  her  Lovers,  and  the  feeble  fprights 
Can  call  out  of  the  bodie?  of  frail  wights  : 
'Whom  then  (he  does  transform  to  monllrovis  hewsj 
And  horrible  mifh^pes  with  ygly  rights, 
CaptivM  eternally  in  iron  mews ; 

Arc!  darHfom^  ^ens^  where  Titan  his  face  never  Uww^ 
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XXVlII. 
There  Attn  found  Cymocbles  fojourning. 

To  ferve  his  Lemans  love :  for  he  by  kind. 
Was  given  all  to  luft  and  loofe  living. 
Whenever  his  fierce  hands  he  free  mote  find : 
And  now  he  has  pour'd  out  his  idle  mind 
In  dainty  delices,  and  lavifh  joys. 
Having  his  warlike  weapons  caft  behind, 
And  flows  in  pleafures,  and  vainjpleafing  toys. 

Mingled  emongft  loofe  Ladies  and  lafcivious  boys. 

XXIX. 

And  over  him,  art  ftriving  to  compare 
With  nature,  did  an  arbour  green  diflpred. 
Framed  of  wanton  Ivy,  flowrins  fair. 
Through  which  the  fragrant  eglantine  did  fpred 
His  pricking  arms,  entrail'd  with  Rofes  red. 
Which  dainty  odours  round  about  them  threw. 
And  all  within  with  flowres  wa3  garniftied, 
That  when  mild  Zepbyrus  emongft  them  blew. 

Did  breathe  out  bounteous  fmells,  and  paintedcoloursfhcw* 

XXX. 

And  faft  befide,  there  trickled  foftly  down 

A  gentle  ftrcam,  whofe  murmuring  wave  did  play 
Emongft  the  pumy  ftones,  and  made  a  foun% 
To  lull  him  (oft  afleep,  that  by  it  lay  ; 
The  weary  traveller,  wand  ring  that  way. 
Therein  did  often  quench  his  thirfty  heat, 
And  then  by  it  his  weary  limbs  difplay. 
Whiles  creeping  flumber  made  him  to  forget 

His  former  pain,  and  wipt  away  his  toilfome  fweat* 

XXXL 

And  on  the  other  fide  a  pleafant  grove 
Was  (hot  up  high  full  of  the  ftately  tree. 
That  dedicated  is  t^Olympick  Jove^ 
And  to  his  Son  Alcides^  whenas  he 
Gain'd  in  Nentaa  goodly  vi^ory ; 

^  Therein  the  merry  birds,  of  \vcry  fort, 

•     Chaunted  aloud  their  chearful  harmony : 
And  made  emongft  themfelves  a  fweet  conlbrt 

That  qukkned the  duU  fprighfWich  mufical  comfort.'*' 
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XXXil. 

There  h&  hhxt  found  all  car^lelly  difplay'd^ 
In  fccrct  Ihadow  from  the  funny  ray, 
(bn  a  fweet  bed  of  Lillies  foftly  laid, 
Amidft  a  flock  of  £>amzels  frcih  and  gay,; 
That  round  about  him  diflblute  did  play 
Their  wanton  follies,  and  light,  merriment ; 
Every  of  which  did  loofely  difarray 

*  Her  upper  parts  of  meet  habiliments, 

'And  fhew*d  them  naked,  deckt  with  many  ornaments* 

•     *   .xxxin.     .       ^ 

And  every  of  them  ftrove,  with  moft  delights,  -    :       * 
Him  to  aggrate,  and  greateft  pleafures  Ihew, 
Some  fram'd  fair  looks,  glancing  like  evening  lights  j 
Others  fweet  words,  dropping  like  honey  dew  j 
Some,  bathed  kifles,  ancl  did  Toft  embrew 
The  fugred  liquor  through  his  melting  lips : 
One  boafts  her  beauty,  and  docs  yield  to  view  j 

Her  dainty  limbs  above  her  tender  hips : 

Another  her  out-boafts,  and  all  for  tryal  ftrips. 

XXXIV. 

He  like  an  Adder,  lurking  in  the  weeds,   - 

His  wandring  thought  in  deep  defire  does  deep,' 
And  his  frail  eye  with  fpoil  or  beauty  feeds ; 
Sometimes  he  faUly  feigns  himfelf  to  deep. 
Whiles  through  their  lids  his  wanton  eyes  do  peep,' 
To  fteal  a  fnatch  of  amorous  conceit. 
Whereby  clofe  fire  into  his  heart  does  creep : 
So  them  deceives,  deceiv'd  in  his  deceipt. 

Made  drunk  with  drugs  of  dear  voluptuous  receipt* 

XXXV. 

ji^in  arriving  there,  when  him  he  fpy*d. 
Thus  in  ftill  waves  of  deep  delight  to  wade. 
Fiercely  approaching,  to  him  loudly  cry'd, 
Cymocbles  5  O  no,  but  Cymochles  Ihade,  1 

In  which  that  manly  perfon  late  did  fade. 
What  is  become  of  great  Aerates  Son  ? 
Or  where  hath  he  hung  up  his  mortal  blade^' 
That  hath  fo  many  haughty  conquefts  won  ? 

Is  all  hy  force  forlorn,  and  all  his  glory  done  ? 
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,       XXXVL     

Then  pricking  him  with  his  fliarp  p6ihte<Fa«rtj ' 
He  faid  j  \Jp\  up,  thou  womanifli  w^ak  Knightly 
That  here  in  Ladies  lap  entombed  art, 
Unmindfiil  of  thy  praife  and  proweft  mighty 
And  weetlcfs  eke  oF  lately  wrought  defpight. 
Whiles  fad  Pyrocbles  lies  on  fenflefs  ground. 
And  groaneth  out  his  utmoft  grudging  fpright. 
Through  many  a  ftroke,  and  ftiany  a  ftreaming  woun<}^ 

Calling  thy  help  in  vain,  that  here  in  joys  art  drown'd/ 

XXXVIL 

Suddenly  out  of  his  delightful  dream 
The  man  awoke,  and  would  have  queftion'd  m, 

^ '  But  he  would  not  endure  that  woeful  theam 
For  to  dilate  at  large,  but  urged  fore 
With  piercing  words,  and  pitiful  implore. 
Him  hafty  to  arife.    As  one  affright 
With  helUlli  fiends,  or  Furies  mad  uproi*e. 
He  then  uprofe,  inflamM  with  fell  aefpight. 

And  called  for  his  arms;  for  he  would  algates  iighCi 

XXXVIII.    ^ 

They  been  y brought;  he  quickly  does  him  dight. 
And  lightly  mounted,  pafleth  on  his  way  ; 
Ne  Ladies  loves,  ne  fweet  entreaties  might 
Appeafe  his  heat,  or  hafly  paflage  ftay  ; 
For  he  has  vow*d  to  been  aveng'd  that  day^ 
(That  day  itfelf  him  feemed  all  too  long:) 
On  hiin,  that  did  Pyrocbles  dear  difmay : 
So  proudly  pricketh  on  his  courfer  ftrong^ 

And  Attn  aye  him  pricks  with  fpurs  of  ftiamc  andw^rongi 


^ 
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Guyon  is  of  immodeft  Mirth 

Lid  into  loofe  dejire^ 
Fights  with  Cymochlcs,  'tvbiles  his  Br^ 

sBer  turns  in  furious  fre. 

L 

A  harder  leflbn,  to  learn  continence  • 
In  joyous  pleafure,  than  in  grievous  pain. 
For  fwcctncfs  doth  allure  the  weaker  fenfc  . 
So  ftrongly,  that  uneaths  it  can  refrain 
From  that,  wkich  feeble  nature  covets  fain  i 
But  grief  and  wrath,  that  be  her  enemies. 
And  foes  of  life,  flie  better  can  reftrain  j 
Yet  vertuc  vaunts  in  both  her  viftories, 
And  OityoH  in  theth  all  ihews  goodly  mayfteriea;  ., 

Whom  bold  Cymocbks  travelling  to  find, 
With  cruel  purpofe  bent  to  wreak  on  him 
The  wrath,  which  Atin  kindled  in  his  mind, 
,  Came  to  a  river,  by  whofe  utmoft  brim 
Waiting  to  pafs,  he  faw  whereas  did  fwim 
Along  the  fhore,  as  fwift  as  glance  of  eye, 
A  little  gondelay,  bedecked  trim 
"With  boughs  and  arbours  woven  cunninglyt 

That  like  a  httk  foreft  leemed  outwardly. 

III. 

And  therein  fate  a  Lady  fre(h  and  fair. 
Making  fweet  folace  to  herfelf  alone } 
Sometimes  (he  fung,  as  loud  as  Lark  in  air. 
Sometimes  fhe  laught,  that  nigh  her  breath  was  gooe^ 
Yet  was  there  not  with  her  elfe  any  one, 
That  might  to  her  move  caufe  of  merriment : 
Matter  of  mirth  enough,  thou^  there  w^re  none 
She  could  devife,  and  thoufand  wa}rs  invent 

To  feed  her  fgoliflu  humour  and  vain  jollimenc», 
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IV. 

WUch  when  far  off  Cymocbks  heard  and  faw^ 
He  loudly  call'd  to  fuch  as  were  abord. 
The  little  bark  unto  the  (hore  to  draw, 
And  him  to  ferry  over  that  deep  ford : 
The  merry  mariner  unto  his  word 
Soon  hearkned,  and  her  painted  boat  ftiraightway 
Turn!d  to  the  fhore,  where  that  fame  warlike  Lord 
She  in  receiv'd  5  but  Attn  by  no  way 

She  would  admit,  albe  the  Knight  her  much  did  pray^ 

V. 

Eftfoons  her  fhallQW  fhip  away  did  Aide, 

More  fwift  than  fwallow  (heres  the  liquid  sky, 

Witho\iten  oar  or  Pilot  it  to  guide. 

Or  winged  canvas  with  the  wind  to  fly  ; 

Only  ibe  turn'd  a  pin,  and  by  and  by 

It  cut  away  upon. the  yielding  wave, 

Ne  cared  ftie  her  courfe  for  to  apply : 

For  it  was  taught  the  way,  which  (he  would  have^ 

And  both  from  rocks  and  flats  itfelf  could  wifely  favcsk 

VL 

And  all  the  way,  the  wanton  Damfel  found 
New  mirth,  her  pallcnger  to  entertain : 
For  flie  in  pleafant  purpofe  did  abound. 
And  greatly  joyed  merry  tales  to  fain. 
Of  which  a  ftore-houfe  did  with  her  remain. 
Yet  feemed,  nothing  well  they  her  became ; 
For  all  her  words  flie  drown'd  with  laughing  vain> 
And  wanting  grace  in  utt'ring  of  the  fame ; 

That  turried  all  her  plcafance  to  a  fcoffing  game. 

yii. 

And  other  whiles  yain  toys  (he  would  devife. 
As  herfantaftjck  wit  did  moft. delight: 
Sometimes  her  bead  ihe  fondly  would  aguife 
,  With  gaudy  girlonds,  or  frem  flowrets  dight 
About  her  neck,  or  rings  of  rufhes  plight ; 
Sometimes  to  do  him  laugh,  fhe  would  aflay 
Tp  laugh  at  ihaking  of  the  leaves  light. 
Or  to  behold  the  water  work,  and  play 

About  her  little  frigot,  therein  making  way. 


.' 
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VIIL 

Her  light  behaviour,  and  loofe  dalliaunce 

Gave  wondrous  great  contentment  to  the  Knight» 

That  of  his  way  he  had  no  fovenaunce^ 

Nor  care  of  vow'd  revenge,  and  cruel  fight. 

But  to  weak  wench  did  yield  his  martial  might# 

So  eafie  was  to  quench  his  flamed  mind 

With  one  fweet  drop  of  fenfual  delight ; 

So  eafie  is^  t'appeafe  the  ftormy  wind  j 

Of  m^alice  in  the  calm  of  pleafant  woman*kind.  « 

IX. 

EKverfe  difcouries  in  their  way  they  fpent, 
Mongft  which  Cymocbles  of  her  queftioned. 
Both  what  ihe  was,  and  what  that  ufage  meant» 
Which  in  her  cot  (he  daily  practiced. 
Vain  man,  faid  ihe,  that  wouidft  be  reckoned  - 
A  ftranger  in  thy  home,  and  ignorant 
Of  Pihedria  (for  fo  my  nameis  read) 
Of  Pbadria  thine  own  fellow  fer vaunt ; 

For  thou  to  ferve  Aar^fi^  thyfelf  doft  vaunt. 

X. 

In  this  wide  inland  fea,  that  hight  by  name 
The  Idle  lakif  my  wand  ring  fhip  I  row. 
That  knows  her  port,  and  thither  fails  by  aim^ 
Ne  care,  ne  fear  I,  how  the  wind  do  blow. 
Or  whccber  fwift  1  wend,  or  whether  flow : 
Both  flow  and  fwift  alike  to  ferve  my  toum, 
Ne  fwelling  Neptune^  ne  loud  thondring  Jovt 
Can  change  my  chear,  or  make  me  ever  mourn  % 

My  Uule  boat  can  fafcly  pafs  thi^  perlous  bourn. 

Whiles  thus  flie  talked,  and  whiles  thus  flie  toy'd. 
They  wett  far  paft  the  pailage  which  he  fpake. 
And  ooqic  unto  an  Ifland  wafte  and  void. 
That  floated  in  the  midft  of  that  great  lake : 
There  her  fmall  gondelay  her  port  did  make,         ^ 
And  that  My  p^Ur  ifluing  on  die  fliore 
JDisburdficd  her.    Their  way  they  forward  take  - 
^  Into  the  land  that  lay  them  fair  before,      •       « 

Whofe  pI«^»nGc  ihe.bUn  &«w!4,and  plent^LgrtA*fto>^ 
VoL.l.  Q^ 
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It  was  a  chofeii  plot  of  fertile  land^ .     .  ! 

Ept^ntgft  wide  waves  iet  like  a  little  nelif        *  ' 
As  if  it  had  by  natures  cuaning  hand,  •  ^ 
Been  choifcely  picked  out  from  all  the  reft. 
And  i^id  forth  for  enfamplc  of  the  beft : 
No  dainty  flowre  or  herb  that  grows  on  ground^ 
No  arboret  ,with  painted  blofibms  drcft. 
And  fmelling  fweet,  but  there  it  might  be  found 

To  bud  Qiit  fair,  and  her  fweet  fmeils  throw-all  around* 

XIIL 

No  tree,  whofc  branches  did  not  bravely  fpring ; 
No  branch,  whereon  a  fine  bird  did  not  (it : 
No  ,bird,  but  did  her  fhrill  notes  fweetly  fing ; 
No  fong  but  did  contain  a  lovely  dit: 
Trees^  branches,  birds,  and  foogs  were  framed-  fit 
For.  to  allure  .frail  men  to  carelefs  eafe, 
Carelefs  the  man  foon  wox,  and  his  weak  wit 
Was  overcome  of  thing,  that  did  him  pleafe  > 

So  pleafed,  .did  liis;  wrathful  purppfe.  fair  appeaie. 

XIV. 

Thus  when  Ibe  had  his  eyes  arrd  fenfes  led  . 

With  falfe  delights^  and  fiil'd  with  pleafures^  v^n^ 

Into,*  fhady  date  ihe  fofc  him.  led,  . ..  ^r 

And  laifi  him  d^wn  upon  a  graify  plain;. 

And  her  fweet  .lelf,  without  dread  or  diidain 

She  fct.befide,  laying  his  head  difarm'd      *     .    . 

In  herloofe  lap^  it  foftly  to  fuftain,. 

Adhere  foon  he  flumbred, .  fearing  not  be.  j^arm'd. 

The  whUes  with  a  love  lay  ^eihfis  kimiweetly  cfaann*d^ 

x»; 

Bebol(^  O  man^  disit  toylfonle  pains  :(l5ft'  tak^,  ' 
The.flowres,  the  fields^  anfl  ail  that  pieafam  grows^ 
How  they  thenifeires  da  thine  enlampk  makey 
While5  nothing  envious  iiature:  them  foith  cbrdws^ 
Out  of  her  fruitful  lap^  how  no  ipan  knom^  - 
They  fpring^  .dahy  bud,  they  bloflb^  f^fli  aAd/fiur^ 
And  deick.thc.  wofld  w|tb  thoir  rich  ponipdus  flicks  ^ 
Yet  no  roan^forthem  takedl  psuM  or^J^; 

lEtit  fofefwil jooi  them  cgfLbis  «arefuJ  jiains  comjiare; 
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XVI, 

The  lilly.  Lady  of  the  flowring  field,  '  > 

The  flowi^delice,  her  lovely  paramour. 
Bid  thee  to  them  thy  iruitlefs  labours  yield. 
And  foon  leave  off  this  toylfbme  weary  ftoure  1 
Lo,  lo,  how  brave  (he  decks  her  bounteous  bowre^ 
With  filken  curtains,  and  gold  coverlets, 
Therein  to  ihrowd  her  fumptuous  Belamoure, 
Yet  neither  fpins,  nor  cards,  ne  cares,  nor  frets. 

But  to  her  mother  nature  all  her  care  (he  lets. 

XVIL 

Why  then  doft  thou,  O  man,  that  of  them  all 
Art  Lord,  and  eke  of  nature  foveraine. 
Wilfully  make  thy  felf  a  wretched  thrall. 
And  wafte  thy  joyous  hours  in  needlefs  pain. 
Seeking  for  dan«r  and  adventures  vain  ? 
What  boots  it  all  to  have,  and  nothing  ufe  ? 
Who  fhalt  him  rew,  that  fwimming  in  the  main; 
Will  die  for  thirft,  and  water  doth  refufe  ? 

Refuie  fuch  fruitlefs  toyl,  and  prefept  pl^fures  chufe;  ^ 

XVIIl. 

By  this,  flie  had  him  lulled  faft  afleen. 
That  of  no  worldly  thing  he  care  did  take  % 
Then  flie  with  liquors  ftrong  his  eyes  did  &ecp^ 
That  nothing  (hould  him  haftil v  awake : 
So  (he  him  left,  and  did  herfelr  betake  < 

Unto  her  boat  again,  vrith  which  (he  cleft 
The  Ilothful  waves  of  that  great 'griefly  lake ; 
Soon  (he  that  liknd  far  behind  her  left. 

And  now  is  come  to  that  iame  place,  where  firft  Ihe  weft; 

XIX. 

By  this  time  was  tiie  worthy  Gu^^on  brcmght 
Unto,  the  other  fide  of  that  wide  ftrond, 
Where  flie  was  rowings  and  for  paflage  fought  t 
Htm  needed  not  long  call,  flie  foon  to  bond 
Her  ferry  brought,  where  him  flic  byding  fondj|' 
With  hi^  fad  guide  ;  himfelf  flie  took  aboard. 
But  the  Slack  Pdmer  fuffred  ftitt  to  fl:6nd, 
Ne  would  for  price^  or  prayers  once  aflbrd. 

To  fbry  that  old  man  over  that  perloui  foVd* 

0.* 
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XX. 

GiQ'on  was  loth  to  leave  his  guide  behind. 
Yet  being  mtrcd  might  not  back  retire  i 
For  the  fiit  bark,  obeying  to  her  mind. 
Forth  launched  quickly,  as  (he  did  defire, 
Ne  gave  him  leave  to  bid  that  aged  Sire 
Adieu,  but  nimbly  ran  her  wonted  courfe 
Through  the  dull  billows  thick  as  troubled  mire. 
Whom  neither  wind  out  of  their  feat  could  force. 

Nor  timely  tides,  did  drive  out  of  their  fluggtfli  foarce. 

XXI. 

And  by  the  way,  as  was  her  wonted  guile. 
Her  merry  fit  (he  frcfhiy  'gan  to  rear. 
And  did  of  joy  and  jollity  dcvife. 
Her  felf  to  chcrilh,  and  her  gueft  to  chear : 
The  Knight  was  courteous,  and  did  not  forbear 
Her  honeft  mirth  and  pleafance  to  partake ; 
But  when  he  faw  bcr  toy,  and  gibe,  and  gear. 
And  pafs  the  bounds  of  modefl:  merimake, 

H^r  dalliance  he  defpis'd,  and  follies  did  forfake. 

XXII. 

Yet  fhe  ftill  followed  her  former  flilc. 

And  faid  and  did  all  that  mote  him  delight. 

Till  they  arrived  in  that  pleafant  He, 

Where  fleeping  late  (he  left  her  other  Knight. 

But  whenas  Gu;^^  of  that  land  had  fight. 

He  wi(t  himfelf  amifs,  and  angry  faid; 

Ah  Dame,  perdy  yc  have  not  doen  me  right. 

Thus  to  miQead  me,  whiles  I  you  obcyd  : 

Me  little  needed  from  my  right  way.  to  have  ftraycL 

XXIII. 

Fair  Sir,  quot^  (he,  be  not  difpleasM  at  all ; 
Who  fares  on  fea,  may  notcoinouund  his  way^ 
Ne  wind  and  weather  at  his  pleafure  call : 
The  fea  is  wide,  and  eafic  for  to  ftray  ; 
The  wind  unliable,  and  doth  never  ftay. 
ButTiere  awhile  ye  may  in  fafety  reft. 
Till  feafon'  (crve  new  pafTage  to  .afTay ; 
Better  fafe  port  than  be  in  feas  diftreft. 

Therewith  jbe^JfiugHt,  and  Ui<l  her  eameft  end  in  jeft,,  .  ^ 
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XXIV. 

But  he  halfdifconlent,  mote  natheldfs  '        - 
Himfelf  appeafe,  and  iflued  forth  on  fliorc: 
The  joys  thereof  and  happy  fruitfulncfs. 
Such  as  he  faw  (he  'gan  him  lay  before^ 
Ahd  all  though  plealant,  yet  Ihc  made  much  more: 
The  fields  did  laugh,  the  flowres  did  freflily  fpring. 
The  trees  did  bud,  and  early  bloffoms  bore. 
And  all  the  quire  of  birds  did  fweetly  fing.  . 

And  totd  that  gardens  pleafures  in  their  caroling,    .    ' 

XXV. 

And  flie  more  fwect  than  any  bird  ori  bough. 
Would  oftentimes  emongft  them  bare  a  part. 
And  (hive  to  pafs  (as  (he  could  well  enough) 
Their  native  mufick  by  her  skilful  art : 
So  <)id  (he  all,  that  might  his  conftant  heart 
Withdraw  from  thought  of  warlike  enterprifc. 
And  drown  in  diiiblute  delights  apart, 
Wl«re  ftoyfe  of  arms,  or  view  of  martial  guifc. 

Might  Aoc  revive  defire  of  Knighdv  exercife.  ^ 

XXVI.     ' 

B  ut  he  was  wife,  and  wary  of  her  will,  ^ 

And  ever  held  his  hand  upon  his  heart : 
Yet  would  not  feem  fo  rude,  and  thewed  ill. 
As  to  defpife  fo  courteous  feeming  part, 
That  gentle  Lady  did  to  him  impart ; 
But  fairly  tempring,  fond  defire  fubdewd, 
And  ever  her  defired  to  depart. 
She  lift  not  hear,  but  her  difports  purfewd, 

And  ever  bade  him  ftay,  till  time  the  tide  renewd. 

XXVIl. 

And  now  by  this,  Cymocbks  hour  was  fpent, 
'  That  he  awoke  out  of  his  idle  dream. 
And  fhaking  oflf  his  drowfie  dreriment, 
.Gan  him  avife,  how  ill  did  him  befeem. 
In  flothful  fleep  bis  molten  heart  to  fteem. 
And  quench  the  brond  of  his  conceived  ire. 
Tho  up  he  ftarted,  ftird  with  (hame  ^xxxtaxij 
Ne  ftayed  for  his  Damiel  to  inquire, 

Bur  marched  to  the  ibx)nd,  there  paflag^  to  require. 
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xxvin. 

« 

And  in  the  way,  he  with  Sir  G^f9n  ittet, 

Accotppany*d  wjjth  Pbadria  the  fair: 

Eftfoons  he  'gan  to  rage,  and  inly  fret. 

Crying,  let  be  that  Lady  Debtmairej 
.  Thou  recreant  Knighr,  and  foon  thy  felf  preplflB 

To  battle,  if  thou  mean  her  love  to  gain : 

Lo,  lo  already,  how  the  fowls  in  air 

Do  flock,  awaiting  fbortly  to  obtsMn 
Thy  carcafs  for  their  prey,  the  guerdon  oi  thy  pain, 

xxix: 

And  therewithal!  he  fiercely  at  hitn  4ew, 
And  with  importune  outrage  him  aflfayld ;  * 
Who  foon  prepared  to  field,  bis  fword  kfth  drew. 
And  him  with  equal  valour  eoudtervayld  : 
Their  mighyty  (troaksi  their  harberjeons  difmayld. 
And  naked  made  each  others  manly  fpaUs  s 
The' mortal  fteei  difpiteoufly  entayld 
Deep  in  dieir  flefli,  quite  through  the  iron  walls. 

That  a  large  purple  (btam  adown  their  gi^nnbeux  falls. 

XXX. 

Cymocbles^  that  hM  never  met  beibre 
So  puiflant  foe,  with  eovtqus  defpight 
His  proud  prefurped  force  increafed  more, 
Difdeigning  to  be  held  fo  long  in  fight ; 
Sir  Guy  on  grudging  not  fo  much  his  might. 
As  thofe  unknightly  raylings  which  he  fpoke. 
With  wrathful  fire  his  courage  kindled  bright* 
Thereof  devifing  (hortly  to  be  wroke. 

And  doubling  ail  his  powres,  redoubled  every  ftrokc« 

•XXXI. 

Both  of  them  hijSb  ^ttpfice  their  hands  efthaunft^ 
And  both  attonce  their  huge  blows  down  did  fwsiy  ^ 
Cymocbks  f^erd  on  Guy^is  (hield  yglaunct. 
And  therepf  nigh  one  quarter  jObear'd  away^ 
But  Gttfom  angry  blade  fo  fierce  did  play 
On  th'others.  Helmet,  whkh  as  Titan  (hone,  . 
That  quite  it  dove  hjs  pliimed  creit  in  tway» 
And  bare/i  all,  his  head  unto  tfaei  bone ;   .  . 

Whprewitb  tft^nilht,  ftill.  he  ftoa^  as  fenfelefs  done.    ^ 
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^'ad  heibod,rf«triSt4rJ^4,  thuth^tW      i         '•  ^ 
That  dea<ily,dtMiti;eiv^£Bfoh  atween  them^ran  ;      •  • 
And  at  thi^r  fett  k»'(tlf  inaft  Jkuihblf,  ifdd^  s 
Crying  with  pisiwsr.^roieer  and  ccmnt'dance  wan  iV 
Ah.  weal-away  t  moll  noble  Lords,  hbw  can 
Your  cruel  eyes  endlire  ia.pitbus. fight;  V  .  ' 

To  fhed^your  Jv}caoA  ground  ?  woe  worth'  the  man^ 
That  firft 4id  iteaofa  dirJcuirfcd  .fteei  Ito  bice 

In  his  own'^dh»,aiid/m«keway  to^th&iiviDgipiue.^    \ 

ZXXUW 

Xfever  love  of  Lady*  di^cmpietiev  ^    '  '^  •  *•- 

Your  iron  bi:^8:^  or  |Mty»  could  imd' place,  <r . i  .' ) 
Withhqkl  your  bk>ody ;handsfrom .Jbactle fisrfce^  . 
And  fith  for  me  ya&ghif  to  me  this/grace  l  L 
Both  yields  toibiy  yolJr  deadly  ftrife  a  fpace4.  :.  < 
They  ftayd  a  wkile  :  utid  forth  fhe.'gan  proi^ed':^ 
Mo^wMtched  womao^  tnd  of  wkked  racej :  i  T 
That  am  the  author  :Qf  this  heinous  deed;  \ 

Andi;dufe;#death.b6tvieeD  two  dougbtj^j^iugktsdobmfl. 

But  if  for  Rie  ye  figbl»  •«  rtie  will  fecre,:  •  :.  !  v  i 
Not  this  rUdekindc^  battle,  ^  nor  thdb  arms  :^>  1 
Are^ic^fic*  the  )vhjch  da m^ti  in  baleto 'fi»hie»  i'T 
And  doleful,  forrow  heap  wUh  deadly,  hanmizr  v 
Such  croel  gamo  my  feaicmog^s  diJacalit:  /)  '  >f 
AnorJkOLWfifii  andocher  weaponsil  I  :;..':  <  :  . ':  \ 
Do  love,  wh^e  Jb'ove  does  give  hk  finteec  alarnii/  ' 
WithoUtfiaik>odi]Kd,  ami  where; the ewmy  ^     .T 

Does  yield  OAto.  hia  foe  a  pleafmt  viftoryv:  .  .  I 

Debateful  ftrife,  aadcfu^etomttyi   m  '  r'  *  .    .W^^f 
The  fa9H>u3  fiamer^f  Knighthood  fody  ^ihend  ^ » 
But  lovely  peace,  and  grade;  amity;  .   /  .        .  > 
And  in  amours  the  |>aifing  hours  to  fpeod,     .  ^  :\ 
The-migbty  martial  hands  do.moft  commend;^ K 
Of  love  rficy  ever  greater  glory  hore^  •  1!  ^'^ 

Than  of  their  arni^-:  :JMars  is  Cupido^  irka^^  s    T 
And  is  for  f^enits.  loycs  renowned  more  :  .;  v / 

Th^n  all  bts  W4fs  iuid.fpotls»  the  whicbhe  dixtof  ya)r£ 
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XXXVL 

Therewith  fiie  fweedy  fmiVd.   Thxsf  tbmfgk  fall  bent 
To  piy>ye  ei^remicies  of  bioody  figbt» 
Yet  at  her  fpeech  their  rages  'g^  relent^ 
And  calm  the  fea  of  their  tttoipeftttous  ipight ; 
Such  powre  have  pleafing  words  r  fuch  is  the  might 
Of  courteous  clemency  in  gentle  heart* 
.'Now  after  all  was  ceaft,  the  Fairy  Knight 
Befought  that  DamzeJ  fufier  him  depart. 

And  vieTd  him  ready  paflTage  lo  thit  other  part« 

XXXVIL 

She  no  lefs  glad,  than  he  defirous  was 
Of  his  departure  thenoe  i  for  of  her  joy 
A|id  vain  delight  fhe  iaw  he  light  did  pais, 
A  foe  of  folly  and  immodeft  loyi 
Still  fblemn  fad,  or  flill  difdatn&i  toy. 
Delisting  all  in  arms  and^ruol  war. 
That  her  Tweet  peace  and  pleafttres  did  annoy; 
Troubled  with  terrour  and  laquitt  jar, 

.TJiat  ihe  well  pieafed  was  thence  to  amov«  him-&r« 

xxxvm. 

Tho  him  fhe  bron^t  abord^  and  hier  fwifr  boat 
Forthwith  directed  to  that  futther  ftrand , 
The  which  on  the  dull  wanrts^  did  lighdy  float, 
And  iboaarriired  on  the  (hailow  farra. 
Where  gladfome  Gttyon  fallied  forth  to  {and. 
And  to  that  Damzel. thanks  gaifie  for  reward. 

¥pon  that  Ihore  he  fpied  jifm  ftand, 
here  by  his  mafter  left,  when  late  he  <ar^d 
In  Pbicdrias  Bi^  bark  ov9r  that  perloos  (hard,       , 

xx3ax. 

Well  could  he  him  remember,  (iih  of  late 
Hei:  with  PyocUes  fliarp  debasement  made^ 
Streight  'gan  be  him  revile,  and  bitter  rate,   • 
As  Ihepfacrds  cur,  that  in  dar^  evenings  (had^ 
Haih  tracked  forth*  fome  falvage  beaftes  treade  \ 
Vile  mifcreant  (iaid  he)  whith^  doft  thoif  fly 
The  f}fame  and  death,  which  will  thee  foon  irfvade  ^ 
What  coward  hand  ihall  do  thee  next  to  dye, 

^im  art  thus  fobly  fled  f  n^n^  f4mow  enemy } 
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VTith  that,  be  ftifly  fliook  his  ibdtjiead  dait.^  .«        r 
But  fober  Guyony  hearing  him.  fo  rail, 
Thpugh  fomewhac  moved  in  hts  migb^  hearty 
Yet  with,  ftrong  reafbn  maiftred  paffion  frail,  ^ 
And  pafied  fairly  forth.  <  He  turnii^  tail, 
9ack  to  the  ftrond  retyr'd,  and  there  ftill  ftaid. 
Awaiting  pai&ge,  which  him  late  did  fail ; 
The  whiles  CymocUes  with  that  wanton  maid    . 

The  ha(ty  hew  of  hia  avow'd  rewnge  deUyd. 

XLL 

Whiles  there  the  v^fct  ftood,  he  faw  from  far 
An  fcmed  Knight,  that  towards  him  faftran: 
He  raq  on  foot,  as  if  in  luoklef^  war    . 
His  forlorn  fleed  from  him  the  vi&ow  woa; 
He  feemed  breathlefs,  hoartiefs,  faint,  and  wan,  1 
And  all  his  armour  fprinkled  was  with  blood. 
And  iby Id  with  dirty  gore,  that  no  man  caa  .1 
Di/cevn  the  hew  thered:    He  never  ftood. 

But  bett  his  hafty  .courie  tovatds  the  idle  floods 

XLIL 

The  varlet  ikw,  >hen  t6  the  floddhe  cam^  [ 

How  without  fbop  or  ftay  he  fiercely  lepc,  • 
Aiid  deep  himfelr  beducked  in  the  fan^e* 
That  in.  the  lake  his  lofty .  crefl:  was  fteqtc^    ; 
Ne  c^  his  fafety  f:emed  care,  he  kept -» 
But  with  his  raging  arms  he  ruddy  flaiht 
The  waves^  about,  and  all  his  armour  fwept. 
That  all  the  blood  and  filth  awiQr  was  wafbt. 

Yet  fiill  he  beat  the'water,  and  the  billows  dalht. 

XLllL 

jflin  drew  n^,  to  weet  what  it  motc  be ;     - 
Fonmuch  he  wondred  at  that  uncouth  fight  1 
Whom  fliould  he,  but  his  own  dear  Lord,  there  fee  ? 
His  own. dear  LiOrd  Pyrod)ku  in  fad  plight,    ; 
Ready;  to  drown  himfelf  for  fell  defpight. 
Harrow  now  out,  and  weal-away,  he  cryde, 
What  difmal;  day  hath  lent  this  cy rfed  light, 
To  fee  my  Lcrd  fo  deadly  damnifide  ? 

PyracUisl  O  fyrosbkx,  .wh|t  is  thc^  bctyde  ? . 
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XLIV. 

I  burn,  rbtirny  I  ftum^i  then  loud  he  crjdc :     -        '^ 
O  how  J  burn  wich^  implacable  fire !      - 
Yeb^dtight  can  quench  mine  inly  flaming  fide,  t  ^  - 
Nor  6Mk  of  liquor  eold,  -  nor  lake  of  mire, 
Nothing  but  death  can  do  me  to  refpire* 
Abbe  it  (faid  he)  from  Pyrocbles  far    * 
After  purfcwing  death  once  to  require^ 
Or  think,  that  ought  thofe  puiflfanc  hands  may  sniar : 

Death  is  for  'wretches  born  under  unhappy  ftar^ 

XLV. 

perdie,  then  is  it  fit  for  me  (Cud  Re)    '  .' 

That  ilttii  I  ^fkxitii  imft  wretched  man  alive;  -■ 
Burning  in  flames,  yet  no  flames  can  I  fee. 
And  dyMg  dailyi,  d^y  yet  renve : 
0>^i  help  t6'roe<laft;^ath  to'jD^. 
The  n^Arlet  at  his^phiicit^was  gricv*d  fe  fore. 
That  4»s  deep  woafidlbd  heart  in  two  did  ri^ie. 
And  hi&  own  bedihh  remembring  riow  no  more, 

i)id  folkiw  that  enfan^le  which  fae.biant'd  oTott.  .^ 

XLVL 

Into  the  lake  he  l6pt,'  his  Lord  to  ayd, 
("So  lovQ  tW  dread  Af  danger  do^  ddpife) 
And  of  him  cardiirtg  hold,  'hitn  ftrongly  fbyd 
From  dfbwning.  But  mope  happy  he^  thaaiwiie»  ' 
Of  that  feasinacuredid  him  notiarifei    •      ... 
The  waves  thereof  fo  flow  and  fluggifl^!^e, 
Engrdl  with  mud,' which  did  th»n  foul  ^grife^ 
That  <fVery  weighty  thing  they  did  upbear^ 

Ne  ought  mote  ever'  fiHk  down^  to  the  bottool  dier& 

XLvn. 

Whiles  thus  thhcy  ftfUggled  in  that  idle  ^p^vr. 
And  ftrove  in  vaiiii^  the  one  hibifeif  to  drowB, 
The  other  both  ftotn  drowning  for  to  fitvc  % 
Lo  to  'that  fhore  o^ne  in  an  ancient  gown, 
Whofe  hoary  locks  gr^at  gravity  did  crown^ 
Holdii^g  in  hand  a  goodly  armingTword, 
By  forcuae  came,  led  with  the  troublbus  Cbwa:   ' 
Where  drenched  dMp^  h^.  found  in  diac  ddLford 

The  careful  lervant,.  ^i Wifg  with  iiis  rating  iiord.     *: 


•  'f»     *« 


*     t*. 
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XLVIII. 

Him  AfiHtpjingj  knew  right  well  ofyorej^ 
And  loudly  caUd,.Help  help,.  Q  Ar^binu^ej 
To  fave  nay  Lord;  in  Wretched  plight  forlore  ; 
Help  withthy.  h?n4»  or,wi«H  thy  <ojunfeJ  iage : 
Weak  Wands,  ^)ut  counfel  is  moft  ftrong  in  agc#; 
Him  when  the  old  man  faw,  he  wondred  fore. 
To  fee  Pyrochks  thetc  fo  t^dely  rage  :   '    ^ 
Yet  fithens  help,  he  faw,  he  needed  more 

Than  pity,  he  in  hafte  approached  to  the  fhore« 

XLfX. 

And  called : .  JhrdcBib^  what  is^this,  Ffce  ? 
What  hcliiffi  fiiry  hath  at  earft^tltee  hcnt? 
Furious  evef  I  tllcc  knew  to  Tie,'     ' 
Yet  never  in  thiS  -ftran^  aftonShment.     •  -    • 

Thefe  flames,  thefe  flanics  (hc'trfde)  do  me  torment.; 
What  flames  (quOth  he)  Whfin  ^  -thee  prcfent  fee. 
In  danger  r^ithcf  to  be  dreiit,  than  brent? 
Harrow,  the  i^mes>  which*  me  confumc  (faid  he}    ^ 

Ne  can  be  cjuencAt,  within  m/ fecifet  bowels  bcr-     *    • 

That  curfed  man,  ithat  cruel  fentfc#H^,'    '  '        •     - 
Furor^  O  fitM^  hath  me thift  bedBght  ?     •  -   ^-    -[ 
His  deadly  ^9«>vi!k}$  within  fAy  liver  fweH^  *       - 
And  his^hot  6tt  boms  in  mirieehfrails  bright^     - 
Kindled  throMgb  his^  infernal  bpohd  of  rpight; '  ^  ' 
Sith  late  with  him  t  batlle  ¥4.\ii  t/ould  boall ; 
That  nDw  I  iy^^Ajows  dreaded  Aundfer-light       ; 
Docs  fcorch^  ndc  ha^f  fo  (ore,  nor  itemnetf  ghofl:    '  ^ 

In  flaminfi^  Pb&geion  does  hot  fo  felly  roai^.  ^ 

U. 

Which  whenas  Aribitna^  heard  his  gtief  ^^  '  '  * '  •    ^ 

,  Hi  knew  fight  well,  arid  him  aqxynee  xli&f md ;    ' 
Then  fearchtUs  iecvtt  wounds,  and  made  a  prfef ' 
Of  every  pbce^  that  was  wkL^uiffing  harmd^ 
Or  withf  cbe  hidden,  fire  too  ittlyi  wacmd.  ^ 

/  Which  dons,  he  balndr  and  lieiiw  thereto  apply M, 
Andrevermorewith^  mighty  ipelh  them  charmd,   ^ 
Tiiatia  ih^rr^ace  he  has  chemquafifide,      ^ 

Aid  ^  mflxx^Aohealth,  that  wogldiiaye  algaces  dyde« 
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c  A  N  T  o  vn. 

« 

GuyoA  finds  Mammon  in  a  delve ^ 
♦'  Sunning  bis  treafure  bore: 

«     Is  by  bim  tempted^  and  Ud  down 
To  fee  bis  fecret  Jtore. 

I- 

AS  Pilot  well  ei^peit  ia  pcr'lous  mzvt^ 
That  to  a  ftedfaft  ftar  his  courfe  hath  bent. 
When  foggy  mifts,  or  cloudy  tempdls  have 
The  faithful  light  of.  that  fair  lamp  yblqu. 
And  cover'd  heaven  with  hideous  drerimentt 
XTpon  his.card  and  cpmpafs  firms  hit  eye. 
The  mafter$  of  his  long  experiment, 
And  to  them  dc)es  the^^ady  help  apply. 
Bidding  his  winged  vefiel  fairly  forward  fly : 

II. 

So  Gwfon  having  loft  .his  tirufty  gutde^   - 
Late  left  beyond  that  Idle  Uhx  prooBeda 
Yet  on  hfs  way,  of  none  aqcompanid^^ 
And -evermore  himfelf  with  comfort  feeds. 
Of  nis  own  vertue9,  and  praife-worthy  deeds* 
So  long  he  yode,  yet  no  adventure  found. 
Which  Fame  of  her  flirill  trumpet  worthy  reads : 
Forfftill  he  traveld  through  wide  waftcfiil  ground. 

That  nought  but  defert  wildernels  Ihew'd  all  around. 

HI. 

At  laft  he  came  untor  a  gloomy  glade, 
CoverM  with  boughs,  and  (hru&  from  hea;vtiu  Ught^ 
Whereas  he  fitting  found  in  fecret  Ihade, 
An  uncouth,  falvage,  and  uaovil  wight, 
Of  griefly  hew,  and  foul  ill  fivour'd  fight ; 
I)U  f^ce  with  (moak  was  ttod,  and  eyes  were  bleard» 
Hi^  head  and  beard  with  foot  were  ill  bedight. 
His  coalr black  hands  did  Ipem  to  hsve  been  feard 

Id  fmid»  fireriptcting  forge^  and  aAlaiiike  chn»  appeasd* 
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^  IV.    , 

His  Iron  coat  all  overgrown  with  riift, .  > 

Was  underneath  enveloped  with  gpld, 
Whofe  gliftring  gloffe  darkned  with  filthy  duftp 
Well  it  appeared  to  have  been  of  old 
A  work  of  rich  entail,  and  curious  mold. 
Woven  with  anticks  and  wild  Imagery : 
And  in  his  lap  a  mafs  of  coin  he  told. 
And  turned  upfide  doim>  to  feed  his  eye 

And  covetous  delire  with  his  huge  treafury. 

V. 

And  round  about  him  lay  on  every  fide  ' 

Great  heaps  of  gold  that  never  could  be  fpcnt^ 
Of  which,  fome  were  rude  ore,  not  purifide 
Of  MttkHers  devouring  element ; 
Some  others  were  new  driven,  and  diftent 
Into  great  ingots,  and  to  wed^  fquare ; 
Some  in  round  plates  withoucen  monument ; 
But  moil  were  ftampt,  and  in  their  metal  bare 

The  antique  Ihapes  of  Kings  and  Kcfors  ftrange  and  rare. 

VI. 
Soon  as  he  Gtiyen  faw,  in  great  aflHght 

And  hafte  he  rofe,  for  to  remove  afide 

Ttofe  pretious  hills  from  ftrengert  envious  fi^t, 

^nd  down  chem  poured  through  an  hole  full  wide, 

Into  the  hoUow  earth,  them  clnrre  to  hide. 

But  Guj^on  lightly  to  him  leaping,  ftayd 

His  hand,  that  trembled  as  one  terrifide ; 

'  And  though  himfelf  were  at  the  figbc  difoiaid, 

Tet  him  perforce  reftrain'd,  and  tohim  doubtful  faid* 

VIL 

What  art  thou  man  (if  man  at  all  tkoii  art) 
That  here  in  defertiuift  thine  habitance,    - 
And  thefe  rich  heaps  of  wealth  doft  hide  apart 
From  the  worlds  ejre^  and  from  her  right  ufiuice  ? 
Thereat  with  ftaring  eyes  fiaced  afcaunce. 
In  great  diidaia  be  anfwerd  ;.  Haidy  Elf, 
That  dareft  view  my  direful  couniJeniinoe, 
I  tead  thee  rafii,  and  heedkfs  of  thyidf. 

To  trouble  my  ftill  feat,  and  heaps-  of  pntlouspelt 
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VIIL 

God  of  the  world  ^nd  ift'orldiings  I  me  calU 
Great  Mammon^  greatefl:  God  below  the  fky. 
That  of  my  plenty  poure  out  unto  all. 
Ana  unto  none  my  graces  do  envy  : 
Riches,  renown,  and  principality, 
Honour,  cftate,  and  all  this  worldes  good, 
For  which  men  fwink  and  fweat  inceffantly. 
From  me  do  Sow  into  an  ample  flood. 

And  in  the  hollow  earth  have  their  eternal  brood* 

IX. 

"Wherefore  if  me  thou  deign  to  ferve  and  few. 
At  thy  command  lo  all  theie  mountains  be ; 
Or  if  to  thy  great  mind,  oi'  greedy  vfew, 
All  thefe  may  not  fufBce^  there  fhall  to  thee 
Ten  times  fo  much  ho  numbred  frank  and  free. 
Mammon^  faid  he,  thy  Godheads  vaunc  is  vain. 
And  idle  offers  of  thy  golden  fee ; 
To  them  that  covet  fuch  eye-glutting  gain^     •  ■ 

Prof&r  thy  gifts,  and  fitter  fervants  entertain* 
"  ^  X.. 

Me  ill  befits,  that  in  der-doing  arms, 
And  honours  fuit  my  vowed  days  do  fpend. 
Unto  thy  bountecHis  btytes^  and  pleafing  chasms^. 
With  which  weak  men  thou  whchefl:,  to  attend  :  . 
I^egard  of  worldly  miick.<bth  fouly  blend 
And  low  abafe  the  high  hcroick  fprighc. 
That  joysfbr  crowns  and  kingdoms  to  contend ; 
Fair  fhit^lds»  gay  fteeds,  bright  arms  be  my  ddight : 

Thpfe  be  the  rkh^iitfbp  an  adventurous  knight. 

XL. 

Vain-gloriou^' Eife,  faid  he,  doft  not  thou  weec. 
That  money  can , thy.  wants  at  will  fupply  ^ 
Shields^  fleeds,;and  anxls^  and  all  things  for  dee  meet 
I^  can  pgr^rey  in  twinkling  of  aii  eye } 
And  crowns  and  Kihgdoms  to  diee  -mukiply. 
Do  not  I  ^ing^  create^  and  theow  the  crown 
Sometimeftahim^  that  low  in  duftdoth  Jye  ?  . 
And  him  that  reign'd,  into  his  room  thruft  down; 

And  yf^hmi  I;iu^  do  haq>  with  gbry  and  renown  ^  . 


XH. 

All  othervife,  faid  he,  I  riches  rea(d. 
And  deem  them  root  of  all  difquietnefs ; 
Firfl  got  with  guile,  and  then  preferv*d  with  dread. 
And  after  fpenc  with  pride  and  laviihnefs. 
Leaving  behind  them  grief  and  beavihefs. 
Infinite  mifchiefs  of  them  do  ariie ; 
Strife,  and  debate,  bloodihed,  and  bitternefs. 
Outrageous  wrong,  and  hellifh  covetife. 

That  noble  heart  (as  great  didionour)  doth  defpiie, 

XIII. 

Ne  thine  be  kingdoms,  ne  the  fcepters  thine ; 
But  realms  and  rulers  thou  doft  both  confound. 
And  loyal  truth  to  treafbn  doft  incline ; 
Witnefs  the  guildefs  blood  pour'd  oft  on  ground  ^ 
The  crowned  often  flain,  the  flayer  crown*d 
The  facred  diadem  in  pieces  rent. 
And  purple  robe  gored  with  many  a  wound ; 
Caftles  furpriz'd,  great  cities  fackt  and  brent : 

So  mak'ft  thou  Kings,  and  gaineft  wrongful  governn)ent« 

XIV. 

Long  were  to  tell  the  troublous  ftbrms,'that  tofs 
The  private  ftate,  and  make  the  life  unfweet : 
Who  fwelling  fails  in  Caffian  fea  doth  crofs 
And  in  frail  wood  on  Adrian  gulf  doth  Heer^ 
Doth  not  (I  ween)  fo  many  evils  meet. 
Then  Mammon  wexing  wroth.  And  why  then,  fiiid. 
Are  mortal  men  fo  fond  and  undifcreet. 
So  evil  thing  to  feek  unto  thdr  ayd, . 

And  having  not  complain^  and  having  it  upbrayd? 

XV. 

Indeed,  quoth  he,  through  foul  intemperance. 
Frail  men  are  oft  captiv'd  to  covetife  : 
But  would  they  think,  with  how  imall  allowance 
Untroubled  nature  doth  berfclf  fuffice. 
Such  fuperfiuities  they  would  defpife^ 
Which  with  fad  cares  empeach  our  native  jpjcs  : 
At  thi  WieH-hcad  the  pureft  ftreams  arife : 
But  mucky  filtJl  his  branching  amis  annoys, 

A^  wUh  uhcgmcly  vccdt  che  gentle  warie:acclojr(» 
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XVI. 

The  antique  world,  in  his  firft  flownng  youdi^  . 
Found  no  defed  in  his  Creators  grace  \ 
JBot  with  glad  thanks,  and  uoreprovcd  truth. 
The  gifts  of  foveraine  bounty  did  embrace : 
Like  Angels  life  was  then  mens  happy  c.afei 
But  later  ages  prtde,  like  corn-fed  fte^, 
Abus'd  her  plenty,  and  fat  fwoln  cncrcafe 
To  all  licentious  luil  and  'gan  exceed 

The  meafure  of  her  mean,  and  natural  firft  need. 

XVIL 

Then  'gan  a  curfed  hand  the  quiet  womb 

Of  his  great  grandmother  with  fteel  to  wound*  . 

And  the  hid  eteafuxes  id  her  fecret  tomb. 

With  facrilege  to  dig.    Therein  he  found 

Fountains  ot  gold  and  Giver  to  abound. 

Of  which  the  matccr  of  his  huge  defire 

And  pompous  pride  eftfoons  he  did  compound  ; 

Then  avarice  'gan  through  his  veins  infpire 

His  greedy  flames^  and. kindled  life-dpvooriog  fire. 

XVIIL 

Son,  faid  he  then,  let  be  thy  bitter  fcbm, 
And  leave  the  rudenefs  of  that  antique  age 
To  them,  that  liv'd  therein  in  date  forlorn^ 
Thou  that  doft  live  in  later  times;  muft  wage 
Thy  works  for  wealth,  and  iife  for  gpld  engage;. 
If  then  thee  lift  my  offred  grace  to  ufe. 
Take  what  thou  pleafe  of  ail  this  furplufage  ^ 
If  thee  lift  not,  leave  have  thou  to  refufe  : 

But  thing  refufed,  do  not  afterward  accufe. 

XIX, 

Me  lift  not,  faid  the  Elfiii  Knight,  receive  . 
Thing  offred,  till  I  know  it  well  be  ffot; 
Ne  wote  I,  but  thou  didft  thcfe  goods  bereave   * 
From  rightful  owner  by  unrighteous  lot,  . 
Or  that  blood-guiltinefs  or  guile  them  blot. 
Perdy,.  quoth  he,  yet  never  eye  did  view. 
Ne  tongue  did  telU  ne  h»Dd  ihefe  bandkd  not. 
But  fate  I  have  them  kept  in  fecret  mew, 

Frooxlipyciis  light,  and  poil^reof.ali  wbiob  tkem  purfue^ , 
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Whatfccrct  place,  quoth  he,  can  fafclf  hold 
So  huge  a  mafs,  and  hide  from  heavens  eye  ? 
Or  where  haft  thou  diy  \(^onne,  that  fo  much  gold. 
Thou  canft  preferve,  from  wrong  and  robbery  ? 
Come  thou,  quoth  he,  and  fee.    So  by  and  by 
Through  that  thick  corert  he  him  led,  and  found 
A  darkfome  way,  which  no  man  could  dcfcry. 
That  deep  defccndcd  through  the  hollow  ground. 

And  was  with  dread  and  horrour  compafled  around. 

xxr. 

At  length  they  came  into  a  larger  fpace,  ' 

That  ftretcht  itfelf  into  an  ample  plain 
Through  which  a  beaten  broatf  highway  did  trace ' 
That  ttrait  did  lead  to  Plutos  griefly  reign  • 
By  that  ways  fide,  there  fate  ipfernal  Pain, 
And  fift  befide  him  fate  tumultuous  Strife : 
The  one  in  hand  an  iron  whip  did  ftrain- "  * 
The  other  brandilhed  a  bloody  knife,        ' 
.  And  both  did  gnalh  their  tecdi,  and  both  did  threaten  lifej 

On  th'  other  fide,  in  oftc  confort  there  fate 
Cruel  Revenge^  and  rancorous  Defpight, 
Difloyal  Treafbn,  and  heart-burning  Hate: 
But  gnawing  Jealoufy,  out  of  their  fight 
Sitting  alone,  his  bitter  lips  did  bite. 
And  trembling  Fear  ftill  to  and  fro  did  fly. 
And  found  no  plate,  where  fafe  he  (hroudhim  mfeht^ 
Lamenting  Sorrow  did  in  darknefs  lye. 

And  fliime  his  ugly  face  did  bide  from  living  eye. 

.  XXIII.  ... 

And  over  them  fad  Horrour,  with  grim  hew 
Did^always  foar,  beating  his  iron  wings ;  * 
And  after  him,  owls  and  Night-ravens  flew. 

The  hateful  meflcngers  of  heavy  things. 
Of  death  and  dolour  telling  fad  tydingsj 
WhUea  fad  Celeno,  fitting  on  a  clift, 
A  fong  of  bale  and  bitter  forrow  fings. 
That  heart  of  flint  afunder  could  have  rift : 

Vol  I      ^  ^^^'  *^^^''  ^  ^'^  ^^^  ^**^' 
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XXIV. 

All  thefe  bffcte  the  gates  of  Pluto  lay. 

By  whom  the/  pa0ing,  fpake  unto  thetn  nought* 
Bat  th'  Elfin  Knight  with  wonder  ail  the  waiy 
Did  feed  his  eyes,  and  filled  his  inner  thought. 
At  laft  him  to  a  little  door  he  bifought,  , 
That  to  the  gate  of  heU  which  gaped  wide. 
Was  next  adjoyning,  ne  them  parted  ought ; 
Betwixt  them  both  was  but  a  little  (Iride, 

That  did  the  houfe  of  riches  from  hell-mouth  divide. 

XXV. 

Before  the  door  fate  felf-confuming  Care,     • 
Day  and  night  keeping  wary  watch  and  ward. 
For  fear  leaft  Force  or  Fraud  fhould  unaware 
Break  in,  and  fpoil  the  treafure  there  in  guard  : 
Ne  would  he  fufFer  Sleep  once,  thitherward 
Approath,  albe  his  drowfie  den  were  next  j 
For  nejct  to  death  is  flcep  to  be  compared : 
Therefor*  his  houfe  is  unto  his  annext-. 

Here  Sleep^thereRiches,  and  Hell-gate  them  both  betwixt. 

XXVI. 

So  foon  as  Mtwmon  there  arrived,  the  door 
To  him  did  open  and  afforded  way  \     , 
Him  foUbW'd  eke  Sir  Gttj^on  evermore, 
Ne  darknefs  him,  ne  dangler  might  difmay* 
Soon  as  he  entred  was,  the  door  ftralghtway 
Did  (hut,  and  froni  behind  it  forth  there  lepc 

^  ,An  ugly  fiend,  more  foul  than  difmal  day, 

*^  The  Which  with  monftrous  ftalk  behind  him  {tcpt$ 

And  ever  as  he  went,  due  watch  upon  him  kept. 

XXVIL 

Well  hoped  he,  ere  long  that  hardy  guefit. 
If  ever  covetous  hand,  or.luftful  eye. 
Or  lips  he  laid  on  thing,  that  likt  him  beft. 
Or  ever  fleep  his  eyc-ftrings  did  untye. 
Should  be  his  prey.    And  therefore  ftill  on  higjh 
He  over  him  did  hold  his  cruel  claws, 
Threatning  with  greedy  gripe  to  do  him  die. 
And  rend  m  pieces  with  his  ravenous  paws. 

If  ever  he  tranfgreft  the  fatal  Sh^ian  laws. 
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xxvin. 

That  hooles^orm  wichin  wis  rude  and  ftrone. 
Like  an. huge  cave^  hewa  ouc  of  rocky  ckfc, 
from  whofe  rough  vault  the  ragged  breaches  hong,' 
Emboft  wi|ii  mafiy  gold  of  glorious  gift. 
And  with  rich  metal  loaded  every  rift. 
That  heavy  ruin  they  did  (eem  to  threat  i 
And  oyer  them  Aracbne  high  did  lift 
Her  cunning  web,  and  fpred  her  fubtle  net, 

Enwrappodiui  foulfmoakand  clouds  more  Uack  than  J<t; 

XXIX. 

Both  roof,  and  floor,  and  walls  were  all  of  gold,. 
But  overgrown  with  duft  and  old  decay. 
And  hid  in  durknefs,  that  none  could  behold 
The  hue  thereof:  for  view  of  chearful  day 
Did  never  in  that  houfe  it  felf  difplay. 
But  a  faint  ihadow  of  uncertain  light  \ 
Such  a^  a  lamp,'  whofe  life  does  fade  away  i 
Or  as  the  Moon  clothed  with  cloudy  night, 

Da9  fliew  to  him,:  that  walks  in  fear  and  fad  affrighte 

XXX. 

In  all  that  room  was  nothing  to  be  feen. 

But  hM^  great  Iron  chefts  and  coffers  ftrong. 

All  barr'd  with  double  bends,  that  none  could  ween 

Thefli  to  eflforce  by  violence  or  wrong ; 

On  every  fide  they  placed  were  along. 

But  all. the  ground  with  fculls  was  fcattered. 

And  dead  men's  bones,  which  round  about  were  flong. 

Whole  lives  (it  feemed)  whilome  there  were  Ihed, 

And  their  yile  carcafes  now  left  unburied. 

XXXI. 

They  ^uward  pafs,  ne  Gufon  yet  fpoke  word. 
Till  tha(  they  came  unto  an  iron  dore. 
Which  to  chem  open'd  of  its  own  accord. 
And  ihew'4  of  riches  fuch  exceeding  (tore. 
As  eye  of  man  did  never  fee  before ; 
Ke  ever  could  within  one  place  be  found. 
Though  all  the.  wealth,  which  is,  or  was  of  yore. 
Could  gathered  he  through  all  the  world  around, 
Aajd  that  above  were  added  .to  that  under  ground* 
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The  charge  thetebf  un«o  a  cavetobs  fprigfit  • 

Commanded  ^«s,  ^wh^ thereby  -did  atuiiid. 
(And  warily  awaited  day  and  htght, 
From  other  covetous  fiends  k:to  defend;  *' 
Who  it  to  rob  and  ran^ick  did  ihtend.  * 
Then  Mamfnofiy  turning  to  that  warriour,  faid  f 
Lo,  here  the  worldes  blifs;*lo,'here  ihe-end^ 
To  which  all  men  do  aim,  rich  to  b^  made : 

$uch  grace  now  to  be  happy,  is  before  theel^ 

XXXIII. 

Certes,  faid  he,  I  n*ill  thine  offred  grace,  - 

Ne  to  be  made  fo  happy  do  intend  : 
Another  blifs  before  mine  eyes  I  place. 
Another  happinefs,  another  end. 
To  them  that  lift,  thefe  bafe  regards  I  lend : 
But  I  in  arms,  and  in  atchievements  brave. 
Do  rather  choofe  my  flitting  hours  to  fpend^ 
And  to-be  Lord  of  thofe  that  riches  have. 

Than  them  to  have  myfelf,  and  be  their  fervile  flave;^ 

XXXIV. 

Thereat  the  fiend  his  gnafhing  teeth  did  grate, 
And  griev'd  fo  long  to  lack  his  greedy  prey : 
For  well  be  weened,  that  fo  glorious  bait 
Would  tempt  his  goeft,  to  take  thereof  aflaj^ : 
Had  he  fo  doen,  he  had  him  fnatcht  away. 
More  light  than  Culver  in  the  Fuulcons  fift. 
(Eternal  God  thee  favc  from  fuch  decay*) 
But  whenas  A^mmon  faw  his  purpoie  mift. 

Him  to  entrap  unwares  anothers  way  he  yn&. 

XXXV. 

Thence  forward  he  him  led,  and  fliOFtly  brovglif 
Unto  another  room,  whofe  door  forthright 
To  him  did  opeft,  as  it  had  been  taught: 
Therein  an  hundred  ranges  weren  pight. 
And  hundred  furnaces  all  burniog  bright  i 
By  every  fbmace  many  fiends  did  bid^^ 
Dtforaied  ^reature^,  horrible  in  fight; 
And  every  fiendhls  bufie  pains  apply*dy 

To  mek  die  gdlden^  mcul,  r^ady  to  be  tsy*A  -  * 
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XXXVL 
One  vrith 'great  bdiows  gatbcr'd  BUing  air^ 
And  with  force  wind  tlic  fUd  did  inA^mt^^ 
Anothe^  did  the  dying  bronds  repair 
With  iron  tongs,  and  fprinkled  ofc  the  lanM 
With  Viqind  waves,,  fierce  VukafCt  hi^  tb  tame. 
Who  maift^ing  them  renew'd  his  former  heat ;        I 
Some  fcum'd  the  drofs  that  from  the  inetal  came  i 
Some  ftirM  the  molten  owre  with  ladles  great ; . 
And.every  one  did  fwink,  and  every  one  did  fweac 

xxxvn. 

But  whenas  earthly  ip^ight  they  prefent  few, 
Gliftring  in  arms  and  tetCailous  arra^y, 
From  (heir  hot  work  they  did  themfelves  withdraw 
To  bonder  at  the  fight :  for  till  that  day. 
They  never  creature  faw  that  came  that  way. 
Their  flaring  eyes  fparkling  with  fervent  fire, 
Afid  ugty  ihapes  did  nigh  the  man  difmay. 
That  were  it  not  for  (bame  he  would  retire, 

TUl  that  him  thus  befpake  their  Soveraine  Lord  and  Sire*"^ 

xxxviir. 

Behold,  thou  Fairies  Son  with  mortal  eyei 
That  living  eye  before  did  never  fee : 
The  thing  which  thou  didft  crave  fo  earneftly 
("To  weec,  whence  all  the  Wealth  late  fliew'd  by  me  ' 
Proceeded)  lo,  now  is  reveal'd  to  thee. 
Here  is  the  fountain  of  the  world&  good : 
Now  jtheirfore,  if  thou  wilt  enriched  be, 
Avi(e  thee  well  and  change  thy  wilful  n)Ood, 

Ijeft  thou  pferhaps  hereafter  wifli,  and  be  withftood. 

XXXIX, 

SulSce  it  then,  thou  Money^god,  quoth  he. 
That  aU  thine  idle  offers  I  refufe. 
AH  that  I  need  I  have  *,  what  needeth  mc 
To  covet  more  than  I  have  caufe  to  ufe  ? 
With  fuch  vain  ihews  thy  worldlings  vile  abufe : 
But  give  me. leave  to  follow  mine  emprife. 
Mammon  was  much  difpkas^d,  yet  no'te  he  chufb 
But  bear  the  rigour  of  his  bold  mefprife, 
And  Jthenceiiim  forward  kd,  him  further  to  entice* 
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XL. 

He  brought  him  through  a  darkfome  narrow  (traits 
To  a  broad  gate^  aH  built  of  beaten  gold : 
The  gate  was  open,  but  therein  did  wait 
A  fturdy  villain,  ftriding  (tiff  and  bold. 
As.  if  the  hiffheft  God  defie  he  would ; 
In  his  right  hand  an  iron  dub  he  held, 
B^t  he  himfelf  was  all  of  golden  mold. 
Yet  had  both  life  and  fenfe,  and  well  could  weld 

That  curfed  vresapotif  when  his  cruel  fOes  he  quell'd. 

XLI. 

Difdam  he  called  was,  and  did  difdain 
To  be  fo  caird,  and  whofo  did  him  call : 
Stern  was  his  look,  and  full  of  ftomach  vain. 
His  portance  terrible,  and  ilacure  tall. 
Far  paffing  th'  height  of  men  terreftrial. 
Like  an  huge  Gyant  of  the  ^tans  race ; 
That  made  him  fcorn  all  creatures  great  and  fmall. 
And  with  his  pride  all  others  powre  deface : 

IVfore  fitamongft  black  fiends,  than  men  to  have  his  place* 

XLIL 

Soon  as  thofe  glitterand  arms  he  did  efpy. 

That  with  their  brightnefs  made  that  darknefs  lighc^ 
His  harmful  club  he  'gan  to  hurtle  high 
And  threaten  battle  to  the  Fairy  Knight : 
Who  likewife  *gan  himfelf  to  battle  dight. 
Till  Mammon  did  his  hafty  hand  with-hold. 
And  counfelPd  him  abftain  from  perilous  fight : 
For  nothing  might  abafh  the  villain  bold, 

Ne  mortal  fteel  empierce  his  mifcreated  mold.  ' 

XLIIL 

.So  having  him  with  reafon  pacify'd. 

And  the  fierce  Carle  commanding  to  forbear,. 

He  brought  him  in.  The  room  was  large  and  wide. 

As  it  fome  guild  or  folemn  temple  were : 

Many  great  golden  pillars  did  upbear 

The  mafly  roof,  and  riches  huge  fuftain ; 

And  every  pillar  decked  was  full  dear 

With  crowns  and  diadems,  and  titles  vain, 

Whichmortal  Princes  wore,  whiles  they  on  cardidid  reigo» 
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XLIV.' 

A  rout  of  people  there  aflembled  were> 
Of  every  fort  and  nation  under  sky. 
Which  with  great  uproar  preaced  to  draw  near 
To  th*  upper  part,  where  was  advanced  high 
A  ftately  fiege  of  foveraine  majefty ; 
And  thereon  fate  a  woman  gorgeous  gay. 
And  richly  clad  in  robes  or  royalty. 
That  never  earthly  PriAce  in  fuch  array 

His  glory  did  enhaunce,  and  pompous  pride  diiplay. 

XLV. 

Her  face  right  wondrous  fair  did  feem  to  be. 

That  her  broad  beauties  beam  great  brightnefs  threw 
Through  the  dim  ihade,  that  all  men  might  it  (ee ; 
Yet  was  not  chat  fame  her  own  native  hew. 
But  wrought  by  art  and  counterfeited  ftiew. 
Thereby  more  lovers  unto  her  to  call ; 
Nath'lefs,  mod  heavenly  fair  in  deed  and  ^ew 
She  by  creation  was,  till  Ihe  did  fall ; 

Thencdbrth  (he  fought  for helpstocloak  her  crime  widul* 

XLVI. 

There  as  in  glifiring  glory  ihe  did  fit. 
She  held  a  great  gold  chain  ylinked  well, 
Whofe  upper  end  to  higheft  heaven  was  knit. 
And  lower  part  did  reach  to  lowed  hell  i 
And  all  that  preace  did  round  about  her  fwell. 
To  catchen  hold  of  that  long  chain,  thereby 
To  climb  aloft,  and  others  to  excel : 
That  was  Ambition^  rafh  defire  to  fty. 

And  every  link  thereof  a  ftep  of  dignity. 

XLVII. 

Some  thought  to  raife  themfelves  to  high  degree^ 
By  riches  and  unrighteous  reward^ 
Some  by  clde  Ihouldring,  fome  by  flattery ; 
Others  through  friends,  others  for  bafe  regard  ; 
And  all  by  wrong  ways,  for  themfiifves  prepare* 
Thofe  that  were  up  themfelves,  kq>t  others  low, 
Thofe  that  were  low  themfelves,  held  others  hard^ 
Ne  fuflfred  them  to  rile  or  greater  grow, 

But  every  one  did  ftrive  his  lellow  down  to  throw* 
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XLVm. 

[Which  whenas  Gufm  faw,  he  *gfin  inquire. 
What  meant  that  preacc  about  that  Ladios  throne^ 
And  what  llief  was  that  did  fo  high  afpire. 
Him  Jifimmm  anfwered  v  that  goodly  one. 
Whom  all  that  folk  with  fuch  contentioa 
Do  flock  about,  my  dear,  my  daughter  is ; 
Honour  and  dignity  fron^  her  alone 
Derived  are,  and  alt  this  irorldes  blifs 

For  which  ye  men  do  ftrive,  few  get,  but  many  mifs. 

xux. 

And  fair  PbH$tmc  flie  rightly  hiaht, 
.TbbfsliYeft  wight  that  wonneth  under  sky, 
9utthat  thlsdarkfome  neather  world  her  light 
Doth  dim  with  horrour  and  deformity, 
Worthy  of  heaven  and  high  felicity. 
From  whence  the  Gods  ha^ve  her  for  envy  thruil ; 
But  fifth  ihou  haft  found  favour  in  mine  eye. 
Thy  Spoufe  I  will  her  make,  if  that  thou  iuft, 

Tbatt  ihe  may  thee  advance  for  works  and  merits  jufL 

Gramercy  Mdmnujn^  faid  the  gentle  Knight, 
For  fo  great'  grace  and  ofFred  high  eiUte ; 
But  I,  that  am  frail  flelh  and  earthly  wight. 
Unworthy  match  for  foch  immortal  mate 
My  felf  well  wote,  and  mine  unequal  fate^ 
And  were  I  not,^  yet  is  my  troth  yplight 
And  love  avow'd  to  other  I-ady  late. 
That  to  remove  the  fame  I  kave  no  might : 

^o  change  love  cauflefs,  is  reproach  to  warlike  Knight^ 

LI. 

jMdmmo;^  em  moved;  was  with  inward  wrath  ^ 
Yet  forcing  it  to  feign,  him  ^orth  thence  led 
Through  griefiy  ihadows  by  a  beaten  path* 
Into  a  garden  goodly  garniihed 
With  herbs  anw^iits,  whofe  kinds  mote  not  be  read: 
Not  fuch  as  earth,  out  of  her  fruitful  womb 
Throws  forth  to  men,  fweet  and  well  favoured^ 
But  direful  deadly  black  both  leaf  and  Woom, 

Fit  to  adorn  the  dead,  and  deck  the  dreary  tomb. 


TLIU 

There  moumfut  Ofre/i  grew  in  g^teft -ftoret 
And  trees  of  bitter  G^Ur  and  Hekep  fad^ 
Dead  lleeping  P9f/tf^  and  black  Hilkbare^ 
Cpld  Colaqmntida^  duAXiira  mad. 
Mortal  Sammtis,  aod  CiVi^i^  bad. 
Which- with  th'unjuft  Jtbenians  made  to  dye. 
Wife  Socrates^  who  thereof  quaffing  glad 
Pour*d  out  his  life^  and  lad  philofophy 

To  the  fair  Criiw  hU  deareft  Belaniy. 

LIII. 

The  garden  Of  Profirpina  this  hight  v 
And  in  the  midft  thereof  a  fitver  featt 
With  a  thick  arbour  goodly  ovecdigbf. 
In  which  fhe  often  us'd  from  open  heac 
Herfelf  to  ihroud,  and  pleafuces  to  entreat, 
rfext  thereunto  did  grow  a  goodly  tree. 
With  branche$  bro^  diflfpred,  and  body  greats  > 
Clothed  with  leaves  that  none  the  wood  mote  fec^ 

And  Jpadffn  all  with  fruit  as  thick  as  i:  might  be. 

LIV. 

Their  fruit  "Weie  gotden  apples  g)i$r|ng  bright^ 
That  goodly  was  their  glory  to  behold, 
On  earth  like  never  grew,  ne  living  wight 
Like  ever  faw,  but  they  from  hence  were  fold  ;     ^ 
For  thofe  which  Hercuks  widi  conqueft  bold 
Got  from  great  Ailas  daughters^  hence  began. 
And  planted  there,  did  bring  forth  fruit  of  gold ;  ' 
And  thofe  with  which  i^a^EMbc^an  young  man  w«a 

Swift  AtMnia^  when  through  craft  be  her  out-ran. 

Here  alfo  fprong  that  goodly  golden  fruit,  , 
With  which  4ion$m  got  bis  lover  true, 
Wlyyn  he  had  lot\g  time  fought  with  fruidefs  fuit  i 
Here  eke  th^  f4nsK)us  gdden  apple  grew. 
The  which  amopglt  the  gods  faUe  Ati  threw  i 
For  wl)i(:ji  iWIdaim  Ladies  difagreed^ 
Till  partial  P^i>  dempit  it  Vmm  due,  ^ 

And  had  of  )>er  foif  Helm  for  his  meed. 

That  jnafiy .  nol;ilfi  Qri^  4wi:  tr^jtm^  tnade  to  bleed^^ 
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LVI. 

The  warlike  Elf  much  wondred  at  this  tree. 
So  fair  and  great,  that  (hadow'd  all  the  ground^ 
And  his  broad  branches  laden  with  rich  fee. 
Did  ftretch  themfelves  withckut  the  utmoft  bound 
Of  this  great  garden,  compaft  with  a  mound. 
Which  over-hanging,  they  themfelvea  did  ftcep. 
In  a  black  flood  which  flow'd  about  it  round ; 
That  is  the  river  of  Cocyius  deep. 

In  which  fu|l  many  fouls  do  endlefs  wail  and  weep^ 

LVIL 

Which  to  behold,  he  clomb  up  to  the  bank. 
And  looking  down,  faw  many  damned  wights^ 
In  tfaofe  fad  waves ;  which  direful  deadly  ftank, 
Plonged  continually  of  cruel  fprights. 
That  with  their  pitious  crycs,  and  yelling  ihrightSy 
They  made  the  further  Ihore  relbunden  wide : 
Emongft  the  reft  of  thofe  fame  rueful  fights^ 
One  curfed  creature  he  by  chance  efpide. 

That  drenched  lay  full  deep,  under  the  garden  fide. 

LVIII. 

Deep  was  he  drenched  to  the  upmoft  chin. 
Yet  gaped  ftill,  as  coveting  to  drink 
Of  the  cold  liquor,  which  he  waded  in  5 
And  ftretching  forth  his  hand,  did  often  think 
To  reach  the  truit  which  grew  upon  the  brink  : 
But  both  the  fruit  from  hand,  and  flood  from  mouth 
Did  fly  aback,  and  made  him  vainly  fwink : 
The  whiles  he  ftarv^d  with  hunger  and  with  drouth : 

He  daily  dy'd^  yet  never  throughly  dyen  couth. 

LIX. 

The  Knight,  him  feeing  labour  fo  in  vain, 
Askt  who  he  was,  and  what  he  meant  thereby : 
Who  groaning  deep,  thus  anfwer*d  him  again  % 
Moft  curfed  of  all  creatures  under  sky, 
Lo  TMialMSj  I  here  tormented  lye : 
Of  whom  high  J^ave  wont  whylome  feafted  be^ 
Lo  here  I  now  ior  want  of  food  do  dye. 
But  if  that  ttiou  be  fbeh^  as  I  thee  fee, 

Cf  grace  I  pray  thee»  g^ve  tt^eat  and-driDk  to  me^ 


S^toVtl.    THEFAITIT  Q.UEENC       167 

Nay,  nay,  thou  greedy  Tantalus  (quoth  he) 

Abide  the;fbrtune  of  thy  prefenc  fate; 

And  unto  all  that  live  in  high  degree, 

Ei)£unple  be  of  mind  intemperate. 

To  tpach  them  how  to  ufe  theh*  prefent  ftate. 

Then  *gan  the  curfed  wretch  aloud  to  cry, 

Accufing  higfaeft  Jtrue^  and  Gods  ingrat^. 

And  eke  blafpheming  heaven  bitterly. 
As  author  of  unjuftice,  there  to  let  him  dye. 

LXI. 
He  lookt  a  little  further,  andefpUe 

Another  wretch,  whdfe  carkafs  deep  was  drent 

Within  the  river,  ,v^ich  the  fame  aid  hide : 

But  both  his  hands,  moft  filthy ^  feculent. 

Above  the  water  were  on  high  extent. 

And  feigndto  wafli  themfdvesinceflantly; 

Yet  nothing  cleaner  were  for  fuch  intent. 

But  rather  fouler  feemed  to  the  eye ; 
So  loft  his  h^ur  vain  and  idle  induftry. 

O  LXII. 

The  Knight  him  calling,  asked  who  he  was. 

Who  lifting  up  his  head,  him  anfwerd  thus : 

I  PiUue  am,  the  falfeft  Judge,  alas. 

And  moft  unjuft,  that  by  unrighteous 

And  wicked  doom,  to  Jews  dclpiteous 

Delivered  up  the  Lord  of  life  to  dye. 

And  did  acquit  a  niurdrer  felonous ; 

The  whiles  my  hands  I  wafht  in  purity. 
The  whiles^  my  foul  was  foyld  with  foul  iniquity^ 

LXIII. 
Infinite  more  tormented  in  like  pain. 

He  there  beheld,  too  long  here  to  be  told : 

Ne  Mammon  would  there  let  him  long  remain. 

For  terrour  of  the  tortures  manifold. 

In  which  the  damned  fouls  he  did  behold,. 

But  roughly  him  befpake.    Thou  fearful  fodl. 

Why  tak^  not  of  that  fame  fruit  of  gold, 

Ne  fitteft  down  on  that  fame  filver  ftool. 
To  reft  thy  weary  perfoivin  the  fhadow  cod  i 
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Lxnr. 

All  which  he  did,  to  dO  him  deadljr  fall 
In  frail  intempenmce  throush  fiofol 
To  which  if  he  cnclined  had  at  all. 
That  dreadful  fiends  which  did  bdiind  Um  wait^    ' 
Would,  kifd  have  rent  in.  thou&nd  pieces  ft  rait }. 
But  he  wa3  wary-vife  in  all  his  way. 
And  well  perceived  his  deceitful  fleight^ 
Ne  fuffered  luft  htsikfetjr to  betray; 

So  goodly  did  beguile  the  goiler  of  the  prey. 

LXV. 

And  now  he  has  fo  loing  rcmaincd  there, 
That.rital  powres  'gan  wex  both  weak  and  want 
For  want  of  food,  andileep  ;^^which.two  upbear. 
Like  mighty  pillars,  this  frail  life  of  man. 
That  none  without  the  (ame  endoren  can. 
For  now  three  davaof  men  were  full,  outwitn^ht^ 
Since  he  th)S  hardy!  enterprife  began : 
Forthy  great  Addfrnrnft  fairly  be  befooght. 

Into  the  world  to  guide,  him  back,  as  he  him  brought. 

LXVI.  a 

The  God,  though  loth,  yet  was  conftniia'd  t'obey  : 
For  longer  time,  than  that^  no  living  wight. 
Below  the  earthy  might  fuffi-ed  be  to  flay: 
So  back  again  him  brought  to  livipg  light. 
But  ail  fo  loon  as  his  enfeebled  fpright   . 
Gan  fuck  this  vital  air  into  his  breaftv 
As  overcome  with  too  ezcoeding  m^fat» 
The  life  did.  flit  away  out  of  her  ncft. 

And  all  his  fenles  were  with  deadly  fit  cppreftf 
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Sir  Guyon,  laid  in  fioown^  is  fy    -    . 

Aerates  ;^«»  deJpoUdy / 
Whom  Arthur  fom  batb  rtflkiwid  V^ 

And  Vzytiimhmbren  f^U^  .T* 

<■  •  '  • 

L 

And  is  therex«re.m  heayenf  :aiidis  th^e  lorb^  /      < 
In  heavenly  fpirits  ta  thefe  ^otatures  bafe. 
That  may  compaflion  of  thdr  evils  move  i  : 
There  is :  elfe  much  more  wrecdied  were  the  oaie 
Of  men^  than  beafts^    Bur  O  th'  exceeding  grace  ' 
Of  higheft  God  i  *  fihat  loveS  hia^creatuies  fo, . 
And  all  his  works  with  mercy  doth  embrace. 
That  blei&d  Angels  he  fendi-  to  and  fro. 
To  ferve  to  wicked  man,  to  fervc  .his  wicked  fof#* 

How  oft  do  they  their  filver-  Ibwrers  l«vei 
To  come  to  uicco'ur  us,  that  fucco»r  want  ? 
How  oft  do  they,  with^oklefa  pirtioils,  ^cleave 
The  flitting  fkies,  like  flying  purfuivantl 
Againfl;  foul  fiends  to  aid  us  militant  ? 
They  for  us  fight,  they  Watch  and  duly  ward. 
And  their  bright  fquadroiMf 'M>und  about  us  pknt^^ 
And  all  fop  love,  and  nothihglbr^fefward : 

O  wh^  (hould  heavenly  God  to  tekn  have  fuch  regard  ^ 

HI/ 

During  the  while  that  G«fy«»  did  abide  * 

*  ik  Mammofj^s  houfe,  the  Palmer,  whom  whylcr6 
That  wmiton  maid  of  pafiage  had  denide. 
By  further  fearch  had  paflage  found  elfcwhere  j 
And  being  on  his  n^ay  approached  near, 
Whcre-G^jr^^  lay  in  traunce,  when  fuddainly 
He  heard  a  voice,  ^at  called  loud  and  clear^ 
Come  hither,  hither,  O  come  haftily  ; 

That  all  the  fields  refoimded  with  the  rueful!  ^7; ' 
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IV. 

Tlie4^akn«r  Imc  his  — r  unto  the  noUct 
To  wtct  who  called  fo  imjportuncly : 
Again  he  heard  a  iporc  enforced  voicc;r 
That  bade  him  come  in  hafte.    He  by  and  by 
His  feeble  &et  dirofted  to  the  cry ; 
Which  to  that  ihady  delve  him  brought  at  laft^ 
Where  JMiamBon  earft  did  fun  his  treafury : 
There  the  good  Gfifon  he  found  flumbring  hA 

In  ienfelefe  dream ;  which  fight  at  firft  him  fore  aghaft< 

V. 

Befide  his  head  there'fate  a  fair  youiig  man. 
Of  wofidrous  bauty,  and  of  frelheft  years 
Whofe  tender  bud  to  bloflbm  new  b^an, 
Ahd  flourifli  fair  above  his  equal  peers ; 
His  fnowy  front  curled  with  golden  hairs. 
Like  Pbabm  face  adom*d  with  fanny  rays^ 
Divinely  fhone,  and  two  iharp  winged  &ears. 
Decked  with  diverfe  plumes,  like  painted  Jays, 

Were  fixed  at  his  back,,  to  cut  his  airy  ways. 

yi. 

Like  as  Cupido  iy^  Idaan  VHiX^ 
When  having  laid  his  cruel  bow  away, 
And  morul  arrows,  wherewith  he  doth  fill 
The  world*  with  murdrous  fpoyls  and  bloody  prcy^ 
With  his  fair  mother  he  him  dights  to  play. 
And  with  lus  goodly  fillers,  Gracfs  three ; 
The  Goddefs  pleafed  yfith  his  wanton  play. 
Suffers  herfelf  throi^  fleep  beguil'd  to  be. 

The  whiles  the  Qtbcgr  1^i»dies  mind  their  Qcxry  fllee. 

VII. 

Whom  when  the  Palmer  faw,  abalht  he  was 
Through. fear  and  wonder,  that  he  nought  could  fay. 
Till  him  the  child  befpokc,  long  lackt,  alas^ 
Hath  beeii  thy  faithirul  aid  in  hard  afiay , 
Whiles  deadly  fit  thy  pupil  doth  difmay. 
Behold  this  heavy  fight,  thou  reverend  SirSt 
But  dread  of  death  and  dolour  do  awi^  ( 
For  life  ere  long  (hall  to  her  home  retire. 

And  he  .that  breathleft  feems,  (hall  courage  bold  rcfputt 
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ym. 

The  charge  which  God  ^oth  .unto  me  arrets 
Of  his  dear  fafeijr^  I  to  thee  conimend  i 
Yet  will  I  not  forgo,  ne  jet  forget 
The  care  thereof  (myfelO  unto  the  end. 
But  evermore  him  fuccour,  and  defend 
Againft  his  foe  and  mine :  watch  thou  I  pray  % 
For  evil  is  at  hand  him  to  offend. 
$o  having  faid^  efcfoons  he  'gan  difplay 

His  painted  nimble  wings,  and  vanillit  quite  away. . 

IX. 

The  Palmer  feeing  his  left  empty  place^ 
And  his  flow  eyes  beguiled  of  their  fight, 
Woxe  fore  affraid^  and  (landing  ftill  a  fpace, 
Gaz*d  after  him,  as  fowl  efcapt  by  fliffht ; 
At  laft,  him  turning  to  his  charge  benight. 
With  trembling  hand  his  troubled  pulfe  *gan  try^ 
Where  finding  life  not  yet  diflodged  quight^ 
He  much  rejoyct,  and  courd  it  tenderly. 

As  diicken  newly  hatcht,  from  dreaded  deftiny. 

X. 

At  laft  he  fpide  where  towards  him  did  pace 

Two  Paynim  Knights,  all  arm*d  as  bright  as  (kyt 
And  them  befide  an  aged  Sire  did  trace. 
And  far  before  a  light-foot  page  did  fly. 
That  breathed  ibife  and  troublous  enmity  ^ 
Thofe  were  the  two  fons  of  Aerates  old, 
Who  meeting  earft  with  Arcidmago  fly, 
Foreby  that  idle  ftrond,  of  him  were  told. 

That  he,  which  earft  them  combatted,  was  Gimn  bold. 

XI. 

Which  to  avenge  on  htm  they  deariy  vow*d, 
Where-ever  that  on  ground  they  mote  him  find ; 
Falfe  Arcbinu^emovQ\it  their  courage  proud, 

.     And  ftrife-full  vf/i;f  in  their  ftubborn  mind 
Caal;  of  contention  and  hot  vengeance  tind. 
Now  been  they  come  whereas  the  Palmer  fate. 
Keeping  that  flumbred  corfe  to  him  aflign*d ; 
Well  knew  they  both,  his  perfon,  fith.  of  late 

With  him  in  bloody  arms  they  raihly  did  debate* 
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Whom  when  i^^^iferftw,  indlam'd  With  Mg?, 
That  fire  he  foul  befpakc  }  Thou -dotard  vile^ 
That  with  thy  bruteneft  fhendft  thy  comely  age. 
Abandon  (bon,  I  r^d»  th«  caitive  fp^yl 
Of  that  fame  out-eaft  tarfcafs,  that  crewhite 
M2iJt  itfelf  famous  through  falfe  treachery. 
And  crownd  his  coWard  icreft  With  Knightly  ftile  j- 
Lo  where  he  now  inglorious  doth  lye,  ' 

To  prove  he  lived  HI,  that  did  thus  fouly  dye. 

XIIL 

To  whom  the  Palmer  fearlefi  anfwered;  ^ 

Certes,  Sir  Knight,  ye  been  too  much  to  blame^ 
Thus  for  to  blot  the  honour  of  the  dead. 
And  with  foul  cowardize  bis  carcs^  jfhame, 
Whofe  living  hands  immortalized  his  name. 
Vile  is  the  vengeance  on  the  aflies  cold, 
And  eaVy  bstfe,  to  bark  at  fleeping  fame : 
Was  never  wight,  that  treafon  of  him  told ; 

Tourfelf  his  prowefsprov'd  v  and  fouiul  him  fierce  and  bohL 

XIV. 

Then  faid  Cymocbki  \  Palmer  thou  doft  date, 
Kc  canft  of  prowefs,  ne  of  Knighthood  deem. 
Save  as  thou  fefeft  or  hear'ft :  But  wcH  I  wotc. 
That  of  his  puiflknce  tryal  made  cxtrecnV  5 
Yet  gold  all  is  not,  that  doth  golden  fcem, 
Ne  all  good  Khights,  that  fliake  weH^car  and  (hield: 
The  worth  of  all  men  by  theh*  end  efteem, 
And  then  due  praife,  or  due  reproch  them  yield ; 

fiihd  therefore  I  him  deem,  that  thus  liesf tlead  on  field. 

XV. 

Good  or  bad  (*gan  his  brother  fierce  reply) 
What  do  i  reck,  fith  that  he  dy'd  eMire  ? 
Or  what  doth  his  bad  death  now  fatiifie 
The  greedy  hunger  of  revenging  ire, 
Sith  wrathful  hand  wrought  not  her  owft  defite  ? 
Yet  fith  no  way  is  left  to  wreak  my  fpight, 
I  will  him  reave  of  arms,  theviftors  hire. 
And  of  that  fhield,  more  worthy  of  good  Knight^ 

iFor  whjr  Ihouid  a  dead  dog  be  deckt  in  armour  bright  ? 
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XVt  '\ 

Fair  Sif)  fajd  then  the  Palmer  fuppliant^  < 

For  Knighthoods  love  do  not  fo  foul  a  d<^d| 

Ne  blame  your  honouf  With  fo  fhaniefu!  vaunt 

Of  vile  revenge.     To  fpoil  the  dead  of  weed 

Is  facrilege^  and  doth  all  fins  exceed ;  '  j 

But  leave  thefe  reliques  of  his  living  might. 

To  deck  his  herfe,  and  trap  his  tomb-black  fteed. 

What  herfe  or  fteed  (faid  he)  Ihould  he  have  dight^  i 

But  be  entombed  in  the  Raven  or  the  Kite  ? 

XVII. 
With  that»  rude  hand  upon  his  (hield  he  laid^ 

And  th'other  brother  'gan  his  helm  unlace  \ 

Both  fiercely  bent  to  have  him  di&rraid  \ 

Till  that  they  fpide,  where  towards  them  did  pace 

An  armed  Knight,  of  bold  and  bounteous  grace^ 

Whofe  Squire  bore  after  him  an  heben  launce* 

And  coverd  ihield  :  well  kend  him  fo  far  fpace  «    . 

Th'enchaunter  by  his  arms  and  amenaunce. 
When  under  him  be  faw  hisLybian  fteed  to  praunce« 

xvni. 

And  to  thofe  brethi^n  faid,  Rife,  rife  bylive. 

And  unto  battle  do  your  fclves  addrefs ; 

For  yipnder  comes  the  proweft  Knight  alive^ 

Prince  Arthur^  flowre  of  grace  and  nobilefs, 

That  hath  to  Paynim  Knights  wrought  great  diftrefs> 

And  thoufand  Sar'zins  fouly  done  to  dye. 

That  word  fo  deep  did  in  their  hearts  imprcfs, 

That  both  eftfoons  upftarted  furioufly. 
And  ^gan  themfelves  prepare  to  battle  greedily^ 

But  fierce  Pyrockks^  lacking  his  own  fword, 

The  want  thereof  now  greatly  'gan  to  plain^ 
.  And  Arcbimagi  befought  him  that  afford^ 

Which  he  had  brought^  for  Braggadocbio  vain^ 

So  would  I,  faid  th'enchaunter,  glad  and  fain 

Beteem  to  you  this  fword,  you  to  defend* 

Or  ought  that  eife  your  honour  might  maintain^ 

But  that  this  weapons  powre  I  well  have  kend| 
To  be  contrary  to  the  work  which  ye  intend. 

Vol.  I.  S 
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For  that  fame  Knights  own  fwoid  this  is  of  yore, 
Which  Merlin  naade  by  his  almighty  art 
For  that  his  nourfling,  when  he  Kn^hthood  fwore^ 
Therewith  to  doen  his  foes  eternal  fmart. 
The  metal  firft  he  mixt  with  Medawart^ 
That  no  enchauntment  from  his  dint  might  fave  % 
Then  it  in  flames  of  jEtna  wrought  aparr» 
And  feven  times  dipped  in  the  bitter  wave 

OF  helliih  Styx^  which  hidden  virtue  to  it  gave. 

'  XXI. 

The  virtue  is,  that  neither  fteel  nor  (lone. 

The  ftroke  thereof  from  entrance  may  defend  \ 
Ne  ever  may  be  ufed  by  his  fone, 
Ne  forct  his  rightful  owner  to  offend, 
Ne  ever  will  it  break,  ne  ever  bend. 
Wherefore  Mordure  it  rightfully  is  hight. 
In  vain  therefore,  PyrocbleSy  fhould  I  lend 
The  fame  to  thee,  againft  his  Lord  to  fight. 

For  fure  it  would  deceive  thy  labour,  and  thy  might. 

XXII. 

Fooliih  old  man,  faid  then  the  Pagan  wroth. 

That  weened  words  or  charms  may  force  withftond : 
Soon  fhalt  thou  fee,  and  then  believe  for  troth. 
That  I  can  carve  with  this  enchaunted  brond 
His  Lords  own  flefh.     Therewith  out  of  his  hond 
That  vertuous  fteel  he  rudely  fnacht  away. 
And  Gtffons  (hield  about  his  wrift  he  bond  ; 
So  ready  dight  fierce  battle  to  aflay. 
And  match  his  brother  proud  in  battalions  array. 

XXIIL 

By  this,  that  firanger  Knight  in  prefence  came. 
And  goodly  falved  them  :  who  nought  ag^in 
Him  anfwered,  as  courtefie  became  \ 
But  with  ilern  looks,  and  ftomachous  difdain. 
Gave  figns  of  grudge  and  difcontentmcnt  vainv 
Then  turning  to  the  Palmer,  he  *g^n  Ipy, 
Where  at  his  feet,  with  forrowful  demain 
And  deadly  hue,  an  armed  corfe  did  lye. 

In  whofe  dead  face  he  read  great  magnaniipity« 
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XXIV.  i 


Said  he  then  to  the  Palmer,  Reverend  fyre. 
What  great  misfonune  hath  betid  this  Knight  ? 
Or  did  his  life  her  fatal  dace  expire. 
Or  did  he  fail  by  creafon,  or  by  fight  ? 
However,  fure  I  rew  his  pitious  plight. 
Nor  one,  nor  other,  faid  the  Palmer  grave. 
Hath  him  befain,  but  clouds  of  deadly  night 
Awhile  his  heavy  eyelids  cover'd  have. 

And  all  iiis  fenfes  drowned  in  deep  fenfelef^  wave. 

XXV. 

Which  thofe  his  cruel  foes  that  (land  hereby. 
Making  advantage,  to  revenge  their  fpight. 
Would  him  difarm,  and  treaten  fhamefuUy  ; 
(Unworthy  ufage  of  redoubted  Knight  J 
But  you,  fair  Sir,  whofe  honourable  fight 
Doth  promife  hope  of  help,  and  timely  grace. 
Mote  I  befeech  to  fuccour  his  fad  plight. 
And  by  your  powre  proted:  his  feeble  cafe. 

Firft  praife  of  Knighthood  is,  foul  outrage  to  deface* 

XXVI. 

Palmer,  faid  he,  no  Knight  fo  rude  (I  ween) 
As  to  doen  outrage  to  a  fleeping  ghofi: : 
Ne  was  there  ever  noble  courage  Teen, 
That  in  advantage  would  his  puiflance  boaft : 
Honour  is  leaft,  where  odds  appeareth  moft. 
May  be,  that  better  reafon  will  afluage 
The.ralh  revengers  heat.'    Words  well  difpoft 
Have  fecret  powre,  t'appeafe  inflamed  rage : 

If  not,  leave  unto  me  thy  Knights  lafl:  patronage. 

XXVII. 

Tho  turning  to  thofe  brethren,  thus  befpoke  ; 
Ye  warlike  pair,  whofe  valorous  great  might, 
It  feems,  juft  wrongs  to  vengeance  do  provoke, 

'     To  wreak  your  wrath  on  this  dead^feeming  Knight, 
Mote  ought  allay  the  ftorm  of  your  defpight, 
And  fettre.  patience  in  fo  furious  heat  i 
Not  to  debate  the  challenge  of  your  right. 
But  for  this  carcafs  pardon  I  entreat. 

Whom  fortune  hath  already  laid  in  lowed  feat. 

S  2 
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XXVUI. 

To  whom  Cffmocbks  faid ;  For  what  art  thou. 
That  mak'ft  thy  felf  his  days-man,  to  proloiig 
The  vengeance  preft  ?  Or  who  (ball  let  me  n6w 
On  this  vile  body  from  tq  wreak  my  wrongs 
And  make  his  carcaiTe  as  the  outcaft  dong  ? 
"Why  (hould  not  that  dead  carrion  fatisfy 
The  guilt,  which  if  he  lived  had  thus  long. 
His  life  for  due  revenge  (hould  dear  aby  ? 

The  trefpafs  ftiil  doth  live,  albe  the  pcrfon  dye. 

XXIX. 

Indeed,  then  faid  die  Prince,  the  jcvil  done 
Dies  not,  when  breath  the  body  firft  doth  leave  \ 
But  from  the  grandfire  to  the  Nephews  Son, 
And  all  bis  feed  the  curfe  doth  often  cleave. 
Till  vengeance  utterly  the  guilt  bereave : 
So  (Iraightly  God  doth  judge.     But  gentle  Knight, 
That  doth  againft  the  dead  his  hand  uprear. 
His  honour  ftains  with  rancour  and  defpighr^ 

Aqd  great  difparagement  makes  to  his  former  mighCr 

XXX. 

PyrocbUs  'gan  reply  the  fecond  time. 
And  to  him  laid,  Now  felon  fure  I  read. 
How  that  thQU  art  partaker  of  his  crime : 
Therefore  by  Termagaunt  thou  (halt  be  dead* 
With  that,  his  hand  (more  fad  than  lump  of  lead) 
Uplifting  high,  he  weened  with  Mardwre^ 
His  own  good  fword  Mordure  to  cleave  his  head. 
The  faithful  fteel  fuch  treafon  no'uld  endure. 

But  fwarving  from  the  mark,  his  Lords  life  did  aiTure. 

XXXI. 

Yet  was  the  force  fo  furipus  and  fo  fell. 
That  horfe  and  man  it  made  to  reel  afidc  : 
Nath'lcfs  the  Prince  would  not  forfake  his  fell 
(For  well  of  yore  he  learned  had  to  ride) 
But  full  of  anger  fiercely  to  him  cridc.-, 
Falfe  traitor,,  mifcreant,  thou  broken  haft 
The  law  of  arms  to  ftrike  foe  undefide : 
But  thou  thy  treafons  fruit  (1  bc^e)  (halt  tafte 

Right  fowre,and  fcQl  the  law,  the  which  thou  haftdefiut. 
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XXXIL 

With  that,  his>aleful  fpear  he  fiercely  bent 
Againft  the  Pagans  breaft,  and  therewith  thoilght 
His  curfoA  life  out  of  her  lodge  have  rent : 
But  ere  the  point  arrived  where  it  ought, 
Th*  fcven-fold  fliield,whidi  he  from  Guyon  brought, 
He  caft  between,  to  ward  the  bitter  ftound  : 
Through  all  thofe  folds  the  fteel-headpaflfage  wrought, 
And  through  his  Ihouldef  pierct ;  wherewith  to  ground 

He  grc^Ung  fell,  all  gored  in  his  gufliing  wound, 

XXXIII. 

Which  when  his  brother  faw,  fraught  with  grkat  grief 
And  wrath,  he  to  him  leaped  furioufly. 
And  fouljr  faid.  By  Maboune,  curfed  thief. 
That  direful  ftroke  thou  dearly  ihalt  aby. 
Then  hurling  up  his  harmful  blade  on  high 
Smote  bim  ib  hugely  on  his  haughty  crelt. 
That  from  his  faddle  forced  him  to  fly  : 
Elfe  mote  it  needs  down  to  his  manly  breaft 

Have  cleft  his  head  in  twain,  and  life  thence  difpoflcft. 

XXXIV. 

Now  wa^  the  Prince  in  dangerous  diftrefs. 
Wanting  his  fword,  when  he  on  foot  fliould  fight : 
His  fingle  fpear  could  do  him  fmall  redrefs, 
Againft  two  foes  of  fo  exceeding  might, 
The  leaft  of  which  was  match  for  any  Knight, 
And  now  the  other,  whom  he  earft  did  daunt. 
Had  reard  himfelf  again  to  cruel  fight. 
Three  times  more  furious,  and  moi^  puiflaunt. 

Unmindful  of  his  wound,  of  his  fate  ignoraunt. 

XXXV. 

So  both  attonce  him  charge  on  either  fide. 
With  hideous  ftrokes,  and  importable  powre. 
That  forced  him  his  ground  to  traverfe  wide. 
And  wifely  watch  to  ward  tliat  deadly  ftowre. 
For  on  his  fliield  as  thick  as  ftormy  fhowre 
Their  ftrokes  did  rain :  yet  did  he  never  quail, 
Ne  backward  fhrink-,  but  as  a  ftedfaft  towre, 
"Whom  foe  with  double  battry  doth  affail. 

Them  on  her  bulwark  bears,  and  bids  them  nougluavalL 
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XXXVL 

So  ftoutly  he  withftood  their  ftrong  aflay, 
TUI  that  at  laft,  when  he  advantage  fpide. 
His  poinant  fpear  he  thruft  with  puiffant  fWay 
At  proud  Cymocbles^  whiles  his  fhield  was  wide.  • 
That  through  his  thigh  the  mortal  (leel  did  gride: 
He,  fwarving  with  the  force,  within  his  flefh 
Did  break  the  launce,  and  let  the  head  aUde  i     •  ^ 
..Out  of  the  wound  the  red  blood  flowed  frefli. 

That  underneath  his  feet  foon  made  a  purple  ple(h. 

XXXVII. 

Horribly  then  he  *gan  to  rage,  and  rail. 

Curling  his  Gods,  and  himfelf  damning  deep  t 
Als  when  his  brother  faw  the  red  blood  trail 
Adown  fo  fail,  and  all  his  armour  iHeep, 
For  very  felnefs  loud  he  'gan  to  weep. 
And  faid,  Caytive,  curfe  on  thy  cruel  hond. 
That  twice  hath  fped  j  yet  Ihall  it  not  thee  keep 
From  the  third  brunt  of  this  my  fatal  brond: 

Lo  where  the  dreadful  Death  behind  thy  back  doth  ftond. 

XXXVIII. 

With  that  he  ftrook,  and  th'other  ftrook  witball. 
That  nothing  feem'd  mote  bear  fo  monftrous  might : 
The  one  wpon  his  covered  fhield  did  fall. 
And  glauncing  down,  would  not  his  owner  bite : 
But  th'other  did  upon  his  troncheon  fmite; 
Which  hewing  quite  afunder,  further  way 
It  made,  and  on  his  hacqueton  did  lite. 
The  which  dividing  with  importune  fway. 

It  feiz'd  in  his  right  fide,  and  there  the  dint  did  ftay. 

XXXIX. 

Wide  was  the  wound,  and  a  large  luke-warm  floods 
Red  as  the  rofe,  thence  gulhed  gricvoufly  ; 
That  when  the  Paynim  fpide  the  ftreaming  blood. 
Gave  him  great  heart,  and  hope  of  viftory. 
On  th'other  fide,  in  huge  perplexity. 
The  Prince  now  flood,  having  his  weapon  broke  % 
Nought  could  he  hurt,  but  flill  at  ward  did  lie : 
Yet  with  his  troncheon  he  fo  rudely  ftroke 

Cjmocbks  twice,  that  twice  him  forct  his  foot  revoke. 
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XL. 

Whom  when  the  Palmer  faw  in  fuch  diftrefs. 
Sir  Gi(fons  i^word  he  lightly  to  him  raught. 
And  faid ;  Fair  Son,  great  God  thy  right  hand  blcfs. 
To  ufc  that  fword  fo  wifely  as  it  ought. 
Glad  was  the  Knight,  and  with  frefh  courage  fraught, 
Whenas  again  he  armed  felt  his  hond  3. 
Then  like  a  Lyon,  which  hath  long  time  fought 
His  robbed  whelps,  and  at  the  laft  them  fond 

Emongft  thefhepherdfwains,  then  wexed  wood  and  yond :' 

XLI. 

So  fierce  he  laid  about  him,  and  dealt  blows 
On  either  fide,  that  neither  mail  could  hold, 
Nc  fhield  defend  the  thunder  of  his  throws  : 
Now  to  trebles  many  ftrokes  he  told  5 
Eft  to  CymocbUs  twice  fo  many  fold  : 
Then  back  again  turning  his  bufie  hond. 
Them  both  attonce  compel'd  with  courage  bold, 
To  yield  wide  way  to  his  heart-thrilling  brond ; 

Andthough  riiey  both  ftood  ftiff,  yet  could  not  both  with- 

XLII.  [ftond- 

As  falvage  Bull,  whom  two  fierce  maftives  bait. 
When  rancour  doth  with  rage  him  once  cngore. 
Forgets  with  wary  ward  them  to  await, 
But  with  his  dreadful  horns  them  drives  afore. 
Or  flings  aloft,  or  treads  down  in  the  flore^ 
Breathing  out  wrath,  and  bellowing  difdain. 
That  all  the  foreft  quakes  to  hear  him  rore  : 
So  rag*d  Prince  Arthur  twixt  his  foemen  twain, 

That  neither  could  his  mighty  puiflance  fuftain. 

XLIII. 

But  ever  at  Pyrocbles  when  he  fmit 

(Who  Gufons  Ihield  caft  ever  him  before. 
Whereon  the  Fairy  Queens  pourtraidt  was  writ) 
His  hand  relented,  and  the  ftroke  forbore^ 
And  his  dear  heart  the  pifture  'gan  adore  : 
Which  oft  the  Paynim  wv'd  from  deadly  ftowre. 
But  him  hence-forth  the  fame  can  fave  ho  more ; 
For  now  arrived  is  his  fatal  howre. 

That  no'te  avoyded  be  by  earthly  fkill  or  powre. 

S4 
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XLIV. 

For  when  Cymocbks  faw  the  foul  reproch. 
Which  them  appeached ;  prickt  with  guilty  (hamc, 
And  inward  grief,  he  fiercely  'gan  ^pprocb, 
Refolv*d  to  put  away  that  loathly  blame. 
Or  die  with  honour  and  defert  of  fame  : 
And  on  the  hauberk  ftrook  the  Prince  fo  for«. 
That  <juit?  difparted  all  the  lioked  frame. 
And  pierced  to  the  <kin,  but  bit  no  more, 

y^t  made  him  twice  tp  reel,  that  never  mov'd  aforc^ 

XLV. 

Whereat  renficrct  with  wrath  and  (harp  r^ret,' 
He  ftroqk  fo  hugely  with  his  borrowed  blade. 
That  it  empierct  the  Pagans  burganet. 
And  cleaving  the  hard  ftcel,  did  deep  invade 
Into  his  head,  and  cruel  pailage^made 
Quite  through  his  brain,  He  tumbling  down  on  ground, 
Breath'd  out  his  ghoft ;  which  to  th'infernal  (hade 
Faft  flying,  there  eternal  torment  found. 

For  all  the  fins,  whcre-with  his  leud  life  did  abound, 

XLVL 

^Which  when  his  german  faw,  the  ftony  fear 
Ran  to  his  heart,  and  all  his  itnk  difmay*d, 
Ne  thenceforth  life  ne  courage  did  appear; 
But  as  a  man  whom  hellilh  fiends  have  fray'd. 
Long  trembling  ftill  he  flood :  at  laft  thus  faid  j 
Tray  tor  what  haft  thou  doen  ?  how  ever  may    ' 
Thy  curfcd  hand  fo  cruelly  have  fway'd 
Againft  that  Knight  ?  harrow  and  weal-away  I 

After  fo  wicked  deecj  why  iiv'ft  thoy  longer  day » 

XLVIL 

With  that  all  defperate,  as  loathing  light. 
And  with  revenge  defiring  foon  to  die, 
Aflembling  all  his  force  and  utmoft  might. 
With  his  Qwn  fword  he  fierce  at  him  did  fly. 
And  ftrook,  and  foynM,  and  la(ht  outrageoufly, 
Withoyten  reafon  or  regard.     Well  knew 
The  Prince,  with  patience  and  fuff^erance  fly 
So  hafty  heat  foon  cooled  to  fubdue ; 

Tho  when  this  brcathlcfs  wox,  that  battle  '^m  rcnue. 
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XLVIII. 

As  when  a  windy  ten^ft  blowetif  high» 
That  nothing  (fiaj  w^bftand  his  &ormj  ftbwre^ 
The  clouds  (as  things  afraid)  before  him  fly  ; 
But  all  fo  fok^o  as  his  outrageous  powre 
Is  layd,  they  fiercely  then  begin  to  (howre. 
And  as  in  fcorn  of  his  fpent  irormy  fpig^ 
Now  all  attonce  thieir  malice  forth  do  pourt; 
So  did  Prince  ^^4»flr  bear  himfelf  ki  fight. 

And  fuflfred  tsitk  PyrocbUs  wafte  )m  idle  might*.  . 

XLIX. 

Ac  laft  whenas^  Sarazin  perceiv'd. 
How  that  ftrangge  fword  refus'd  to  ferve  his  need,    . 
But  when  he  flrook  moft  (trong,  the  dint  deceived,. 
He  flung  it  from  him,  and  devoi'd  of  dreed. 
Upon  him  lightly  lei^ping  without  heed, 
Twixt  his  two  mighty  arms  engrafped  fad:. 
Thinking  to  overthrow,  and  down  him  tred  : 
But  him  in  fircngth  and  (kill  the  Prince  furpaft, 

An(l  through  his  nimble  lleight  did  under  him  down  caft« 

Nought  booted  k  the  Paynim  then  to  ftrtve ; 
For,  as  a  Bittur  in  the  Eagles  claw. 
That  may  not  hope  by  Aight  to  fcape  alive. 
Still  waits  for  death  with  dread  and  trembling  awe  y 
So  he  now  fubjedt  to  the  victors  law, 
Pid  not  once  move,  nor  upward  cail  his  eye. 
For  vile  difdain  and  rancour,  which  did  gnaw 
His  heart  in  twain  with  fad  melancholy. 

As  one  that  loathed  life,  and  yet  defpis'd  to  dye. 

But  full  of  Princely  bounty  and  gr^at  mind. 
The  conquerour  nought  cared  him  to  (lay. 
But  calling  wrongs  and  all  revenge  behiixl, 
More  glory  thought  to  give  life  than  decay. 
And  faid,  Paynim,  this  is  thy  difmal  day ; 
Yet  if  thou  wilt  renounce  thy  mifcreancc. 
And  my  true  liegeman  yield  thy  fclf  for  aye, 
JL.ife  will  I  graunt  thee  for  thy  valiance. 

And  all  thy  wrongs  will  wipe  out  of  my  fovenaunce. 
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LIL 

Fool  faid  the  Pagan,  I  thy  gift  defie  :•   . 
But.afe  thy  fortune,  as  it  doth  betall. 
And  fay,  that  I  not  overcome  do  die, 
But  in  defpight  of  life,  for  death  docalL 
Wroth  was  the  Prince,  and  forry  yec  withall 
That  he  fo  wilfully  refufed  grace  i  •  -•  - 
Yet  fith  his  fate  fo  cruelly  did  fall; 
His  fhining  helmet  he  *gan  foon  unlace, 

And  left  his  headlefs  body  bleeding  alt  the-^lace. 

LIIL 

By  this,  Sir  Gtr^on  from  his  traunce  aWafet, 
Lift  having  mai(facfed  her  fenfelefs  foe ; 
And  looking  up,  whetias  his  fhield  he  lackt. 
And  fword  faw  not,  he  wexed  wondfOus  Woe  ! 
But  when  the  Palmer,  Whom  he  long  ygoc; 
Had  loft,  he  by  him  fpide,  right  glad  he  grew. 
And  faid,  I>ear  Sir,  whom  wandring^d  and  fro 
I  long  have  lackt,  I  joy  thy  face  to  yicw ; 

Fihn  is  thy  faith,  whom  danger  never  frdm  me  drew. 

LIV, 

But  read  what  wicked  hand  hatk  robbed  me 
Of  my  good  fword  and  Ihield.     The  Palmer  glad, 
With  fo  frclh  hue  uprifinghim  to  fee. 
Him  anfwered  •,  Fair  Son,  be  ho  whit  fad 
For  want  of  weapons ;  they  fhall  foon  be  had. 
So  *gan  he  to  difcourfe  the  whole  debate. 
Which  that  ftrange  Knight  for  him  fuftained  had, 
And  thofe  two  Sarazins  confounded  late, 

Whofc  carcaffes  on  ground  were  horribly  proftrate. 

LV. 

Which  when  he  heard,  and  faw  the  tokens  true. 
His  heart  with  great  affection  was  embay'd. 
And  to  the  Prince  bowing  with  reverence  due. 
As  to  the  patron  of  his  life,  thus  faid ; 
My  Lord,  my  liege,  by  whofc  moft  gracious  aid 
I  live  this  day,  and  fee  my  foes  fubdew'd. 
What  may  fuffice,  to  be  for  meed  repay'd 
Of  fo  great  graces,  as  ye  have  mc  ftiew'd. 

But  to  be  ever  bqund 
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LVL 

To  whom  the  Infant  thus ;  Fair  Sir,  what  need 
Good  turns  be  counted  as  a  fervile  bond, 
To  bind  their  doers  to  receive  jthcir  meed  ? 
Are  not  all  Knights  by  oatli  bound  to  withftond     * 
Oppreilbrs  powie  by  arms  and  puif&nt  hond  ? 
Suffice,  that  I  have  done  my  due  in  place. 
So  goodly  purpofe  they  togethec  fond. 
Of  kindnefs  and  of  courkeousaggrace ;  ' 

The  whiles  falfe  Arcbimage  and  Atik  fled  apace.    . 


CAN  T  O    iX. 

^be  boufe  of  Temperance^  in  wbicb 

Botbfober  Alma  dwelly 
Befieg^d  of  nmi^foes^  whom  ftrang' 

er  knights  to  flight  compelL 

I. 

OF  all  Gods  works,  which  do  this  world  adorn, 
There  is  no  one  more  fair  and  excellent. 
Than  is  mans  body  both  for  powre  and  form. 
Whiles  it  is  kept  in  fober  government ; 
But  none  than  it  more  foul  and  indecent, 
Diftempred  through  mifrule  and  paiTions  bafe : 
It  grows  a  monfter,  and  incontinent 
Doth  loie  his  dignity  and  native  grace. 
Behold  (who  lift^  both  one  and  other  in  this  place. 

II. 

After  the  Paynim  brethren  conqucr'd  were. 
The  Briton  Prince  recovering  his  ftoln  fword. 
And  Giefon  his  loft  fhield,  they  both  yfere 
Forth  pailed  on  their  way  in  lair  accord. 
Till  him  the  Prince  with  gentle  court  did  bord ; 
Sir  Knight,  mote  I  of  you  this  courtTie  read. 
To  weet  why  on  your  fhield  (fo  goodly  fcord) 
Bear  ye  the  pidure  of  that  Ladies  head  ? 

Full  lively  is  the  femblaunt,  though  the  fubftance  dead. 
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m. 

Fair  Sir,!  faid  he,  if  ih  that  pkauitB  dead  " 
Such  life  ye  read,  and  vertue  in  vain  ihew. 
What  more  ye.weea^  if  the  true  Jtvdyvbetel 
Of  that  moft  glortaus  Vtfi^  ye  did  view  ? 
But  if  the  beauty  of  her  mind  ye  fenew^ :     . 
That  is  her  bounty,  and  imperial  powre^  * 
Thoufand  tin\es  f»ner  thani  her  mortal  hev^ 
O  how  great  wtmder  wouU  yoar  thgoghts  ^krouit, 

'And  infinite  defire  into  your  fpirit  poure. 

IV. 

She  is  the  mighty  Queen  of  Faeiy^ 

Whoib  fair  retrait  I  in  my  fhield  do  bear  ; 
She  is  the  flowretjf  grace  and  chtfftit^. 
Throughout  the  world  renowned  far  and  near. 
My  liefe,  my  liege;  my  foveraine,  my  dear, 
Whofe  glory  fhinerfi  as  the  morning  ftar,   . 
And  with  her  light  the  eaxth  enlumines  clear ; 
Far  reach  her  mercies,  and  her  pfraifes  far. 

As  well  in  ftate  of  peace,  as  puiflaunce  in  war. 

V/ 

Thrice  happy  man,  faid  then  the  Srrtcn  Knight, 
.  Whom  gracious  lot,  and  thy  great  valiaunce 
Have  made  thee  fouWier  of  that  Princefs  bright. 
Which  with  her  bounty-a,nd  gJad  countenaunce 
Doth  blefs  her  fervants,  and  them  high  advaunce. 
How  may  ftrange  Knight  hope  ever  to  alpirc. 
By  faithful  fcrvice,  and  meet  amenaunce 
Unto  fuch  blifs  ?  fufficient  were  that  hire 

For  lofe  of  thoufand  lives  do  dye  at  her  define. 

VL 

Ss^id  Gi(j^ony  ncblc  Lord,  what  meed  fo  great. 
Or  grace  of  earthly  Prince  fo  foveraine. 
But  by  your  wondrous  worth  and  warlike  feat 
Ye  well  may  hope,  and  eafily  attain  ? 
But  were  your  will,  her  fold  to  en;icrtain. 
And  numored  be  mongfi:  Knights  of  Mi^detAead^ 
Great  guerdon  (well  I  wote)  fhould  you  remain^ 
And  in  her  favour  high  be  reckoned. 

As  Artbegaltj  and  Sopby  now  been  honoured* 
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VIL 

Ceites,  then  faid  die  Priisce,  I  Gcyi  avow» 

That  CvkCt  I  arms  and  Knighthood  firft  did  plight^ 
My  whple  ddice  hath  been,  and  yet  is  novr. 
To  ferve  that  Queen  with  all  i»y  pawce  and  might* 
Now  hath  the  fun  with  his  lamp-burning  ligbti 
Walkt  loiind  about  the  world,  and  I  no  leis^ 
Since  of  that  Goddefs  I  have  fought  the  light. 
Yet  no  whece  can  her  find :  fuch  happinefs 

Heaven  dotk  to  me  envv,  and  fi:>i;tune  lavoqrlels^ 

VIIL 

Fortune  (the  foeof  &arous  chevifaunce) 
Seldom  ((aid  Giff9n)  yields  to  vertue  aid. 
But  in  her  way  throws  mifchief  and  mifchaunce. 
Whereby  her  courfe  is  fiopt, .  and  paflage  ftaid. 
But  you,  ^tr  Sir,  be  not  herewith  difmay'd^ 
But  conftant  keep  the  way  ia  which  ye  ftand  ; 
Which  were  it  not,  that  I  am  elfe  delayd 
With  hard  adventure,  which  I  have  in  hand, 

I  labour  would  to  guide  you  through  all  Fairy  land* 

IX. 

Gramercy  Sir^  faid  he «,  but  mote  I  weete 
What  ftrange  adventure  do  ye  now  purfue  ? 
Perhaps  my  fuccour,  or  advizement  meet. 
Mote  ftead  you  much  your  purpofe  to  fubdue. 
Then  *gan  Sir  Guy&M  all  the  ftory  ihew 
Of  falfe  jkrafia^  and  her  wicked  wiles. 
Which  to  avenge,  the  Palmer  him  forth  drew 
From  Fairv  Court.    So  talked  they,  the  whiles 

They  waited  had  much  way,  and  qieafur'd  many  miles« 

X. 

And  now  fair  Tbabus  'gan  decline  in  hafte 
His  weary  wason  to  the  weftern  vale, 
Whenas  they  ^ide  a  goodly  caftle,  p!act 
Foreby  a  river  in  a  pleafant  dale ; 
Which  choofing  for  that  evenings  hofpitale. 
They  thither  marcht  ^  but  when  they  came  in  fight. 
And  from  their  fweaty  couriers  did  a  vale. 
They  found  the  gates  faft  bar4%d  long  ere  nighty 

And  every  loup  fiftftlocktj  as  fearing  fi^es  d^Q»ght. 
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XI. 

Which  when  they  faw,  they  weened  foul  reproch 
Was  to  them  doen^  their  entrance  to  fbrftail. 
Till  that  the  Squire  *gan  nigher  to  approch ; 
And  wind  his  horn  under  the  caftle  walU 
That  with  the  noiTe  jt.fhook  as  it  would  fall : 
Eftfoons  forth  looked  from  the  higbeft  fpire 
The  watch,  and  loud  unto  the  Knights  did  call. 
To  weet  what  they  fo  rudely  did  require ; 

Who  gently  anfwered,  they  entrance  did  defire. 

XIL 

Fly,  fly,  good  Knights,  faid  he,  fly  fiift  away. 
If  that  your  lives  ye  love,  as  meet  you  fliould  ;^ 
Fly  faft,  and  fave  yourfclves  from  near  decay,  ^ 
Here  may  ye  not  have  entrance,  though  we  would : 
We  would  and  would  again,  if  that  we  could  ^ 
But  thoufand  enemies  about  us  rave, 
And  with  long  iiegQ  us  in  this  caftle  hold  :  - 
Seven  years  this  wife  they  us  befieged  have, 

Andmany  good  Knights  flain,  that  have  us  fought  toiavt* 

XIII. 

Thus  as  he  fpoke,  lo,  with  outrageous  cry 
A  thoufand  villains  round  about  them  fwarm*d 
Out  of  the  rocks  and  caves  adjoyning  nigh. 
Vile  caitive  wretches,  ragged,  rude,  dcform'd. 
All  threatning  death,  all  in  ftrange  manner  arm'd. 
Some  with  unwieldy  clubs,  fome  with  long  fpears. 
Some  nifty  knives,  fome  ftaves  in  fier  warm*d. 
Stern  was  their  look,  like  wild  amazed  ftears. 

Staring  with  hollow  eyes,  and  ftifF  Upftanding  hairs. 

XIV. 

Fiercely  at  firft  thofe  Knights  they  did  aflail. 
And  drove  them  to  recoil :  but  when  again 
They  gave  frefti  charge  their  forces  'gan  to  fail. 
Unable  their  encounter  to  fuftain-,    . 
For  with  fuch  puiflance  and  impetuous  main 
Thofe  champions  broke  on  them,  that  forct  them  fly. 
Like  fcattred  Ihecp,  whenas  the  (hephcrds  fw4in 
A  Lyon  and  a  Tygrc  doth  efpy,  .     , 

With  greedy  pace  {gtth  ruftiing  from  the  foreft  ©igh. 
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XV. 

Awhile  they  fled,  ^ut  ibon  reiura'd  again 
With  greater  fury  than  before  was  found  ; 
And  evermore  their  cruel  Capitain 
Sought  with  his  rafcal  roui;s  t'enclofe  them  rouad. 
And  (over-run;  to. tread  them  to  the  ground. 
But  foon  the  Knights  with  their  bright  burning  blades 
Broke  their  rude  troops,  and  onders  did  confound,  ' 
Hewing  and  ila(hing  at  their  idle  fhades ; 

For  though  they  bodies  feem,  yetfubftapcefrom  themf adcs; 

XVL 

As  when  a  fwarm  of  gnats  at  eventide 
Out  of  the  fens  of  AU^n  do  arife. 
Their  murmuring  fmall  trumpets  founden  wide. 
Whiles  in  the  air  their  cluftring  army  flies. 
That  as  a  cloud  doth  feem  tp  dim  the  skies  ; 
Ne  man  nor  beaft  may  refl:,  ■  or  take  repaft. 
For  their  fharp  wounds,  and  noyous  injuries. 
Till  the  fierce  northern  wind  with  bluftring  blaft. 

Doth  blow  them  quite  away,  and  in  the  ocean  cafl:. 

XVIL 

Thus  when  they  had  that  troubk>us  rout  difperft. 
Unto  the  caftle  gate  they  come  again. 
And  entrance  crav'd,  which  was  denied  er(t 
Now  when  report  of  that  their  perlous  paii^ 
And  combrous  conflid  which. they  did  fuftaint 
Canie  to  fhe  Ladies  ear  which  there  did  dwell,    . 
She  forth  iflued  with  a  goodly  train 
Of  Squires  and  Ladies  equipaged  well. 
And  pnteruined  them  right  fairly  as.  befell.    . 

xyiiL 

jOma  (he  called  was,  a  virgin  bright ; 
That  had  not  yet  felt  Cupids  wanton  rage. 
Yet  was  (he  woa'd  of  many  a  gentle  Knight, 
And  many  a  Lord  of  noble  parentage. 
That  fought  with  her  to  link  in  marriage  : 
For  ihe  was  fair,  as  fair  mote  ever  be. 
And  in  the  flowrc  now  of  her  freflieft  age;  .  . 

Yet  full  of  grace  ^nd  goodly  modefty. 

That  cv^ql  heaven  rejpjce^hfij.  fwect  face  to  ifc^ 
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XIX. 

In  robe  of  lilly  white  ftib  was  arnt/d. 
That  from  her  flioulder  to  her  heel  dcMrn  faUght^ 
The  train  whereof  Idofe  far  behind  her  ftray'd. 
Branched  with  gold  and  pearly  nfioft  richly  wrought^ 
And  borne  of  two  &lr  Damzdl^^  which  were  tai^c 

.  That  fervice  well*  Her  yellow  golden  hair 
Was  trimly  woven,  and  in  treflfes  wrought^ 
Ne  other  tire  (he  on  her  head  did  wear^ 

But  crowned  with  a  girlond  of  fweet  rofier«« 


Goodly  ihe  entertained  thofe  noble  Knights, 
And  brought  them  up  into  her  caftle-hatl  | 
Where  gentle  court  and  gracious  delight 
She  to  them  made,  with  mitdnefs  virginal. 
Shewing  herfelf  both  wife  and  liberal : 
There  when  they  refted  had  a  feafbn  due, 
They  her  befou^ht  of  favour  fpecial, 
Of  that  fair  cafUe  to  afibrd  them  view  ^ 

She  granted,  and  them  leading  forth,  the  tasnt  did  frew< 

XXI. 

Firll  0ie  them  led  up  to  the  caftle  Wall, 
That  was  fo  high  as  foe  might  not  it  climb. 
And  all  fo  fair,  and  fenfible  withall. 
Not  buitt  of  brick  ne  yet  of  ftone  and  lime, 
But  of  thing  like  to  that  Egyptian  Aime, 
Whereof  King  Nine  whilomc  built  BaM  towrc  ) 
But  O  great  pity,  that  no  longer  time 
So  goodly  workmanfhip  fhouid  not  endure : 

Soon  it  muft  turn  to  earth  ;  no  earthly  thing  is  fori. 

XXIL 

The  frame  thereof  feem'd  partly  cirdulaft* 
And  part  triangulare :  O  work  divine  I 
Thofe  two  the  firfl:  and  lad  proportions  are^ 
The  one  imperfeft,  mortal,  faeminine ; 
Th*other  immortal,  perfcft,  mafculine  5 
And  twixt  them  both  a  quadrate  was  the  bafes 
Proportioned  equally  by  leven  and  nine  \ 
Nine  was  the  circle  let  in  heavicns  place. 

All  which*  computed,  made  »  goodly  Diafa/i. 


Canto  IX-     THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.        289 

XXHL 

Therein  two  gates  were  placed  feemly  well : 
The  one  before,  by  which  all  in  did  pafs> 
Did  th*othcr  far  in  Workmaiifliip  cxcell ; 
For  not  of  wood,  nor  of  enduring  brafs. 
But  of  more  worthy  fubftance  framed  it  was  5 
Doubly  cHfparted,  it  did'  lock  and  clofe^ 
That  when  it  locked,  none  might  thorough  pafs. 
And  when  it  open'd,  no  man  might  it  clofe, 

Still  open  to  their  friends,  and  clofed  to  their  foes. 

XXIV. 

Of  hewen  ftone  the  porch  was  fairly  wrought. 
Stone  more  of  value,  and  more  fmooth  and  fine. 
Than  jet  or  marble  far  from  Ireland  brought  j 
Over  the  which  was  caft  a  wandring  vine^ 
Enchaced  with  a  wanton  ivy  twine. 
And  over  it  a  fair  portcullis  hong. 
Which  to  the  gate  dircftly  did  incline. 
With  comely  compafs,  and  coifipadurc  ftrong. 

Neither  unfeemly  fhort,  nor  yet  exceeding  long. 

XXV; 

Within  the  Barhican  a  porter  fate. 
Day  and  night  duly  keeping  watch  and  ward : 
Nor  wight,  nor  word  mote  pafs  out  of  the  gate 
But  in  good  order,  and  with  due  regard ; 
UttVers  of  fecrcts  he  from  thence  debar'd, 
Bablers  of  folly,  and  blazers  of  crime. 
His  larum-bell  might  loud  and  wide  be  heard 
When  caufe  required,  but  never  out  of  time; 

Early  and  late  it  rung  at  evening  and  at  primet 

XXVI. 

And  round  about  the  porch  on  every  fide 
Twice  fixteen  warders  fate,  all  armed  bright 
In  gliftring  fteel,  and  ftrongly  fortifide  : 
Tall  yeomen  feemed  they,  and  of  great  mighty 
And  were  enranged  ready  ft  ill  for  fight. 
By  them  asi  Alma  pafled  with  her  guefls^ 
They  did  obeyfance,  a3  befeemed  right. 
And  then  again  returned  to  their  refts : 

This  Porter  eke  to  her  did  lout  with  humble  gefts. 
Vol.  I.  T 
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XXVIL 

Thence  (he  them  brought  into  a  fiately.hall^...      , 
Wherein  were  many  tables  fair  diffprcd. 
And  ready  dight  with  drapets  feftival, 
Againft  the  viands  Ihould  be  miniilredJ 
At  th'  upper  end  there  fare,  yclad  in  red 
Down  to  the  ground,  a  confiely  pcrfonagc. 
That  in  his  hand  a  white  rod  menaged: 
He  Steward  was  hight  Diel  •»  ripe  of  age* 

And  in  demean ure  fober,  and  in  counfel  lagc, 

XXVIII. 

A/id  through  the  haU  there  walked  to  and  fro 
A  jolly  yeoman,  marQial  of  the  fame, 
Whofc  name  was  Appetite  \  he  did  beftow 
Both  guefts  and  meat,  whenever  in  they  came. 
And  knew  them  how  to  order  without  blame» 
As  him  the  Steward  bade.    They  both  attone 
Did  duty  to  their  Lady,  as  became  ; 
Who  palling  by,  forth  led  her  guclfe  anone 

Into  the  kitchin  room,  ne  fpar*d  for  nicenefs  none* 

XXIX. 

It  was  a  vault  ybuilt  for  great  difpcnce. 
With  many^raungcs  rear*d  along  the  wall  \ 
And  one  great  chimney,  whofe  long  tonnel  thencCp 
The  fmoke  forth  threw.    And  in  the  midft  of  all 
There  placed  was  a  caudron.  wide  and  tall. 
Upon  a  ftiighty  furnace,  burning  hot. 
More, hot  thanydF/^*  or  flaming  Mongiball: 

'    For  day  arid  night  it  brent,  ne  ceafed  not. 

So  long  as  any  thing  it  in  the  caudron  got. 
•        -  XXX. 

But  to  delay  the  heat,  left  by  mifchance 
It  might  break  out,  and  fet  the  whole  on  fire» 
There  added  was  by  goodly  ordinance. 
An  huge  great  pair  of  bellows,  which  did  Aire 
Continually,  and  cooling  breath  infpire. 
About  the  caudron  many  cooks  accoil'd. 
With  hooks  and  ladles,  as  need  did  require  % 
The  whilcs'thc  viands  in  the  veflel  boil'd 

They  did  about  their  bufincfs  fweat^  and  foreiy  toU'd. 
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XXXI. 

The  mafier  Cook  was  caird  Concodion^  '         ^ 

A  care((il  man,  and  full  of  comely  guife  : 
The  ly^^en  clerk,  that  hi^ht  Digefticn^ 
Did  order  all  tli*achace$  in  kenaly  wife. 
And  fet  chem  torth)  as  well  he  could  devlfe. 
The  reft  had  fcveral  oIHces  affign'd  : 
Some  to  remove  the  fciui)  as  it  did  rile  ; 
Others  to  bear  the  fame  away  did  mind  ;    . 

And  others  it  to  ufe  according  to  his  kind.  { 

XXXil. 

But  all  the  liquor,  whkh  was  foul  andwafte^ 
Nor  good  nor  ferviceable  eife  for  ought. 
They  in  another  great  round  veflTel  plafte. 
Till  by  a  conduit  pipe  it  thence  were  brought : 
And  all  the  reft)  that  noyous  was  and  nought^ 
By  fecret  ways  that  none  might  it  efpy, 
Was  clofe  convey'd,  and  to  the  back-gate  brought. 
That  cleped  was  Pori  Efquilinc^  whereby 

II  was  avoided  quite,  and  thrown  out  privily. 

XXXIII. 

Which  goodly  order,  ismd  great  workmans  (kill    ' 
Whenas  thofe  Knights  beheld,  with  rare  delight 
And  gazing  wonder  they  their  minds  did  fill  ^ 
For  never  had  they  feen  fo  ftrange  a  fight. 
Thence  back  again  fair  Alma  led  them  right. 
And  foon  into  a  goodly  parlour  brought. 
That  was  with  royal  arras  richly  dight, 
In  which  was  nothing  pourtrayed,  nor  wrought. 

Not  wrought,  nor  pourtrayed,  but  eafie  to  be  though!* 

XXXIV. 

And  in  the  midft  thereof  upon  the  flour,  1 

A  lovely  bevy  of  fair  Ladies  fate. 
Courted  of  many  a  jolly  paramour;  \ 

The  which  them  did  in  modeft  wife  amate, 
Ande^ch  one  fought  his  Lady  to  aggrate  ; 
And  eke  amongft  them  litde  Cupid  playd 
His  wjintPQ  fports,  beiAg  returned  late 
*  Ffom'Kis  fierce  wars,  and  having  firom  him  iay'd 

His  gruel  boW|  wherewith  he  tkoufaads  hath  difimay'd* 

T  a 
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XXXV. 

Diverfe  delights  they  found  thetnfdvcs  to  plcafc ; 
Some  fung  in  fwcct  confort,  fomc  laught  for.  joy. 
Some  plaid  with  ftraws^  fome  idly  fate  at  tiii^\ 
But  other  fome  could  not  abide  to  toy. 
All  pleafance  was  to  them  grief  and  annoy : 
This  frown*d^  that  fawn'd,  the  third  for  fhamc  did blulb. 
Another  feemcd  envious,  or  coy. 
Another  in  her  teeth  did  gnaw  a  rulh: 

But  at  thefe  ftrangers  prefence  every  one  did  huffi;    * 

XXXVI. 

Soon  as  the  gracious  Alma  came  in  place. 
They  all  attonce  out  of  their  feats  arofe^ 
And  to  her  homage  made,  with  humble  grace : 
Whom  when  the  Knights  beheld,  they  'gan  difpofe 
Themfelves  to  court,  and  each  a  Damfel  chofe : 
.  The  Prince  (by  chance)  did  on  a  Lady  light, 
<That  was  right  fair  and  frefh  as  morning  Rofe, 
But  fome*what  fad,  and  folemn  eke  in  fight. 

As  if  fome  penfive  thought  conftrain'd  her  gentle  Qirigto 

XXXVII. 

In  a  long  purple  pall,  whofe  fkirt  with  gold 
Was  fretted  all  about,  fhe  was  arraid ; 
And  in  her  hand  a  Poplar  branch  did  hold ; 
To  whom  the  Prince  in  courteous  manner  faid  y 
Gentle  Madame,  why  been  ye  thus  difmaid. 
And  your  fair  beauty  do  with  fadnefs  fpill? 
Lives  any,  that  you  hath  thus  ill  apaid  ? 
Or  doen  you  love,  or  do  you  lack  your  will  ? 

Whatever  \k  the  caufe,  it  fure  befeems  you  ill, 

XXXVIII. 

Fair  Sir,  faid  fte  (half  in  difdairtful  wife) 
How  is  it  that  this  Word  in  me  ye  blame. 
And  in  your  felf  do  not  the  fame  advifc  ? 
Him  ill  befeems,  another^  faiilt  to  name. 
That  may  unwafes  be  blotted  with  the  Ikmc  : 
Penfive  L  yield  I  am,  and  fad  in  mind. 
Through  great  defire  of  glory  and  of  fame  5 
Kc  ought  (I  ween)  are  ye  therein  behind,  [£m^< 

tttMtfaove  twelve  months  loughtone,  yet  no  where  can 
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XXXIX. 

The  prince  was  inly  moved  at  her  fpeech,   • 
Well  weecing  true,  what  flie  had  rafhly  told ; 
Yet  with  fair  femblaunt  fought  to  hide  the  breacb^ 
Which  change  of  colour  did  perforce  unfold. 
Now  feeming  flaming  hot,  now  ftony  cold, 
Tho  turning  foft  afide,  he  did  inquire. 
What  wight  flie  was,  that  Poplar  branch  did  hold:: 
It  anfwer'd  was,  her  name  was  Praife-defire^ 

That  by  well  doing  fought  to  honour  to  afpire. 

XL. 

The  whiles  the  Fairy  Knight  did  entertain 
Another  Damfel  of  that  gentle  crew. 
That  was  right  fair,  and  modeft  of  demain. 
But  that  to  oft  (he  changM  her  native  hue ; 
Strange  was  her  tire,  and  all  her  garment  blue, 
Cloie  round  about  her  tuckt  with  many  a  plight; 
Upon  her  fift,  the  bird  which  (hunneth  view. 
And  keeps  in  coverts  clbfe  from  living  wight, 

Pid  fit,  as  yet  afham'd,  how  rude  Pan  did  her  dightj  * 

XLI. 

So  long  as  Gufon  with  her  commimed. 
Unto  the  ground  (he  cafl:  her  modeft  eye. 
And  ever  and  anon  with  rolie  red 
The  ba(hful  blood  her  fnowy  cheeks  did  dye^ 
That  her  became,  as  polifht  ivory. 
Which  cunning  craftsmans  hand  hath  overlaid 
With  fair  vermilion  or  pure  caftory 
Great  wonder  had  the  Knight  to  fee  the  maid 

So  ftrangely  paffioned,  and  to  her  gently  faidi 

XLIL 

Fair  Damfel,  feemeth  by  your  troubled  chear. 
That  cither  me  to  bold  ye  ween,  this  wi(c 
You  to  moleft,  or  other  ill  to  fear 
That  in  the  fecret  of  your  heart  clofe  lies,  ^ 
From  whence  it  doth,  as  cloud  from  (ca  arife. 
If  it  be  I,  of  pardon  I  you  pray 
But  if  ought  elfe  that  I  mote  not  devife, 
I  will  (if  pleafe  you  it  difcoure)  aflTay 

To  calc  jou  of  that  ii^,  fo  wifely  as  1  may. 

-  T  3  '  " 
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XLIII. 

She  anfwer'd  nought,  but  more  abafht  for  ftiame. 
Held  down  her  head,  the  whiles  her  fovcly  face 
The  flalhing  blood  with  blufhing  did  inflame. 
And  the  ftrong  paflion  mar*d  her  modcft  grace, 
That  Giffon  mervaiPd  at  her  uncouth  cafe : 
Till  Alma  him  befpake,  why  wonder  ye    ^  ' 
•"fair  Sir  at  that,  which  ye  fo  much  embrace? 
She  is  the  fountain  of  your  modefty ; 

You  lhamefac*d  are,  but  Sbamefa^dmfs  it  felf  is  fte^ 

XLIV, 

Thereat  the  Elf  did  blufh  in'  privatee, 

And  turned  his  face  away :  but  fhe  the  fame 
DiflemWed  fair,  and  feign'd  to  overfee.  '    *      - 
Thds  th^y  -awhile  with  court  and  goodly  "game, 
Therhfelves  did  folace  each  one  with  his  Dahie, 
IIB  that  grfeit  Lady  thence  away  them  fought. 
To  view  her  caftles  other  wpndrbus  frame.    ■ 
Up  to  a  ftately  turret  (he  them  brought,    .     •  • 

Afcendtng  by  ten  fteps  of  alablafter  wrou^t.    "  < 

XLV. 

That  turrets  frame  moft  admirable  was. 
Like  highift  heaven  compafled  around. 
And  lifted  high  aboVe  this  earthly  mafs. 
Which' it  furview'd/as  hills  doen  lower  grounds  • 
But  not  on  ground  mote  like  to  this  be  found. 
Not  that  which  antique  Cadmus  whilome  built 
In  ^htbes^  which  Alexander  did  confound; 
Nor  that  proud  towre  of  ?Vvy,  though  richly  gilt. 

From  which  young  HeS^rs  blood  by  cruel  Gteeh  was  fptft; 

XLV+. 

The  roof  hereof  was  arched  over  headl 
And  deckt  with  flowres  and  herbars  daintily  \ 
Two  goodly  beacons,  ftt  in- watches 'ftead^-    "^   ■ 
Therein  gave- light,  iand  flam[!d  continually*' 
For  they  of -living  fire  moft  fubtilly 
Were  made,  and  fet  in  fiiver  fockets  bright, 
CoverMwichiids'devizMfiffuMkncefly^  - 

That  readily  they  (hut  and  open  might.      '  .  * 

O  who  can  teil  thfe  praifcs  of  that  makers  hiigkb  -         -^^ 


4^ 
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XLVII. 

Nc  can  I  teU,  ne  can  I  ftay  to  tell 

Thk  parts  great  workmanfhip,  and  wondrous  powtj^ 

Thait  all  this  othtr  worlds  work  doth  excell. 

And  lik^ft  is  unto  that  heavenly  towre. 

That  God  hath  built  for  his  own  bleflcd  bowre. 

Therein  where  diverfc  rooms,  and  diverfe  ftages. 

But  three  the  chiefeft,  and  of  greatcfl:  powre. 

In  whith  there  dwelt  three  honourable  fages. 

The  wifeft  oien  (I  ween)  that  lived  in  tt^ir  ages« 

XLVIIL 

Not  he,  whon^  Grtect  (the  nourfe  of  all  good  arts) 
By  Phabus  doom,  the  wifeft  thought  alive^ 
Might  be  compared  to  thefe  by  many  parts : 
Nor  that  fagc  Pylian  fire,  which  did  furvivc. 
Three  ages,  fuch  as  mortal  men  contrive. 
By  whole  advife  old  Priams  city  fell, 
With  thefe  in  praife  of  policies  mote  ftrive. 
Thefe  three  in  thefe  three  rooms  did  fundry  dwell. 

And  counfdled  fair  Jlma,  how  to  govern  well. 

XLIX. 

The  firft  of  them  could  things  to  come  fore-fee : 
The  next,  could  of  things  prefent  bell:  advife ; 
The  third,  things  pafs  could  keep  in  memory : 
So  that  no  time,  nor  reafpn  could  arife. 
But  that  the  fame  could  one  of  thefe  comprize. 
Forthy,  the  firft  did  in  the  fore-part  fit. 
That  nought  mote  hinder  his  quick  prejudize : 
He  had  a  fliarp  fore-fight,  and  working  wit. 

That  never  idle  was,  ne  once  would  reft  a  whit. 

L. 

His  chamber  was  difpainted  all  within, 

With  fundry  colours,  in  the  which  were  writ 
Infinite  fhapes  of  things  difperfed  thin ; 
Some  fuch  as  in  the  world  were  neycr  yet, 
Nc  can  devifed  be  of  mortal  wit  -,    \ 
Some  daily  feen,  and  knowen  by  thclx  names^ 
Such  as  in  idle  fantafies  do  Hit :  \ 

Infernal  Hags,  Centaurs^  Fiends,  Hip^dameSy 

ApesyLyons,  Eagles,  Owls,  fools,  Ioycr$>cm|drcntDanies; 

T4 
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And  all  the  chamber  filled  was  with  flies. 

Which  buzzed  all  about,  and  made  fuch  found. 
That  they  encombred  all  mens  ears  and  eyes^ 
Like  many  fwarms  of  bees  ailembled  round. 
After  their  hives  with  honey  do  abound : 
All  thofe  were  idle  thoughts  and  fantafies. 
Devices,  dreams,  opinions  unfound. 
Shews,  vifions,  footh-fayes,  and  prophefies ; 

And  all  that  feigned  is,  as  leafings,  tales,  and  lies. 

LII. 

Emongft  them  all  fate  he  which  wonoed  there,. 
That  hight  Pbantafies  by  his  nature  true ; 
A  man  of  years  yet  frelh,  as  mote  appear. 
Of  fwarth  complexion,  and  of  crabbed  hue. 
That  him  full  of  melancl^oly  did  Ihew ; 
Bent  hollow  beetle  brows,  ftiarp  (taring  eyes 
That  mad  or  foolifli  feem^d  :  one  by  his  view 
Mote  deem  him  born  with  ill  difpol'ed  skies, 

Wh^n  oblique  Saturn  fate  in  th'  houfe  of  agonies. 

LIII. 

Whom  jibna  having  (hewed  to  her  guefts, 

Thenpe  brought  them  to  the  fecond  room,  whofe  walla 

Were  painted  fair  with  memorable  gefts 

Of  famous  wifards,  and  with  pidturals 

Of  niagiftrates,  of  courts,  of  tribunals, 

Of  commonwealths,  of  ftates,  of  policy. 

Of  laws,  of  judgments,  and  of  decretals  5 

All  arts,  all  fcience,  all  philofophy. 

And  all  that  in. the  world  was  aye  thought  wittily^ 

LIV. 

Of  thofe  that  room  was  full :  and  them  among 
There-fate  a  i^an  of  ripe  and  pcrfedt  age. 
Who  did  them  nieditate  ^11  his  life  long ; 
That  through  continual  praftice  and  ufage. 
He  now  was  grown  right  wife,  and  wondrous  (age^ 
Great  pJqafi^re  had  thole  ftranger  Knights,  to  feQ 
His  goodly  reafon,  and  grave  perfonage. 
That  his  difcipl^s  both  defir'd  to  be; 

?^.  #^  ^?^9e  .thegi  led  to  th*  hinawoft  xvm  of  tl¥«ei 


LY. 

That  chamber  ftemed  ruinous  and  old,  ' 

And  therefore  was  reo^oved  far  behind^ 
Yet  were  the  wali^  that  did  the  fame  uphold. 
Right  firm  and  ftrong,  though  fomewhat  they  declined  ^ 
And  therein  f^te  an. old  old  man,  half  blind. 
And  all  decrepit  in  his  feeble  corfe» 
Yet  lively  vigour  refted  in  his  mind. 
And  recompenst  him  with  a  better  fcorce : 

Weak  body  well  is  chaog'd  for  minds  redoubled  foifoti 

LVI. 

This  man  of  infinite  remembrance  was. 

And  things  foregone  through  many  ages  held. 

Which  he  recorded  ftill  as  tney  did  pafs, 

Ne  fufllred  them  to  p^rilh  thiough  long  eld» 

As  all  things  elfe,  the  which  this  world  doth  wel'dji 

But  laid  them  up  in  his  immortal  ferine^ 

Where  they  for  ever  incorrupted  dwelPd  % 

The  wars  he  well  remembred  of  King  Nine^ 

Of  old  Jl^acus^  and  J^cbuj  divine. 

LVII. 

The  years  of  Nejar  nothing  were  to  his, 
Ne  yet  Metbufakm^  though  longed  liv'd ; 
For  he  remembred  both  their  infancies: 
Ne  wonder  then,  if  that  he  were  deprived 
Of  native  ftrength  now,  that  he  them  furviv'd. 
His  chamber  all  was  hang'd  about  with  roles. 
And  old  records  from  ancient  times  deriv'd* 
Some  made  in  books,  fome  in  long  parchment  fcroles^ 

That  were  all  worm-eaten,  and  full  of  canker  holes. 

Lvni. 

Amidfl;  them  all-  he  in  a  chair  was  fet,    ^ 
Tolling  and  turning  them  withouten  end  & 
But  for  he  was  unable  them  to  fet, 
A  little  boy  did  on  him  ftill  attend 
To  reach,  whenever  he  for  ought  did  ifn^i 
And  oft  when  things  were  loft,  or  laid  amift, 
That  boy  them  fought,  and  unto  him  did  l^dL 
Therefore  he  Anamne/ies  cleped  is, 

Awi.Uwt  old  mw  Emmfies.  by  their  propcrddu' 
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The  Knights,  there  entring,  did  hlflii  reverehcc  dcw» 
And  wondred  at  his  endlefs  6xerci(e. 
Thcry  as  they  'gan  his  library  to  view, 
^  And  antique  regiftcrs  for  to  avife. 
There  chanced  to  the  Princes  hand  to  rife 
An  ancient  book,  hight  Briion  mmumentSy 
That  of  this  lands  firft  conqueft  did  devife. 
And  old  divifion  into  regiments, 

T3f  it  reduced  was  to  one  mans  governments* 

LX. 

Sir  Git^on  chanct  eke  on  another  book. 
That  hight  Antiquiiy  dl  Fairy  lond. 
In  which  whenas  he  greedily  did  look ; 
Th*  ofF-rpring  of  Elves  and  Faires  there  he  fbnd^ 
As  it  delivered  was  from  hond  to  hond : 
Whereat  they  burning  both  with  fervent  fire 
Their  Countries  aunceftry  to  underftond, 
Crav'd  ifeave  of  Alma^  and  that  aged  fire. 

To  read  thofe  books  *,  who  gladly  granted  their  de(ire< 


CANTO     X. 

A  Chronicle  of  Briton  IGngs 
From  Brute  (o  Uthers  reign: 

jhd  rolls  of  Elfin  Emperours^ 
Till  time  of  Gloriane. 


T 
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•  •  • 

WHO  now  (hall  give  unto 'me  words  and  found. 
Equal  unto  this  haughty  enterpriie  ? 
Or  who  /hall  lend  me  wings,  with  which  from  grotmd 
My  lowly  verfe  may  loftily  arife, 
A  nd  lift  «  felf  unto  the  hfgbeft  fkijis  ? 
More  -Hfrtplc  fpritc  than  hitherto,  was  wount, 
HeK  hee«  me.  White  the  famous  auhceftries 
Of  my  moft  dreaded -S6veraine  I  recount. 
By  whidi  all  earthly  Princei  ihe  doth  far  furmounc 
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Nc  under  Sun,  thai  Thincs  fb  wide  jind  ftir,' 

Whence  alF  that  lives,  does  borrow  life  and  light, 
lives  ought,  that  to  her  linage  may  compair. 
Which  though  frohi  earth  it  to  <lerived  right,' 
Yet  doth  it  felf  ftretch  forth  to  heavens  height 
And  all  the  world  with  wonder  overfpred; 
A  labour  huge,  exceeding  far  my  might : 
How  fliall  frail  pen,  with  fear  dilparaged. 

Conceive  fuch'  foveraine  glory,  and  great  bouhtihed  ? 

III. 

Argument  worthy  of  M(tonian  quill. 
Or  rather  worthy  of  great  Phabus  rote, 
WhereoB  the  ruins  of  great  0£k  hill. 
And  triumphs  of  Pbkgr^ean  Jove  he  wrote. 
That  all  the  Gods  admir'd  his  lofty  note. 
But  if  fome  relifh  of  that  heavenly  lay 
His  learned  daughter  would  to  me  report. 
To  deck  my  fong  withall,  I  would  aflay,  • 

Thy- name,  O' foveraine  Queen,  to  blazon  far  away. 

Vf. 

Thy  name,  O  foveraine  Queen,  thy  realm  and  rac^     - 
From  this  renowned  Prince  derived  arc. 
Who  mightily  upheld  that  royal  mace. 
Which  now  thou  bear'ft,  to  thae  defcendedfar 
From  mighty  Kings,  and  Conquerors  in  war. 
Thy  jf^athcrs'  and  great  Grand -lilt  hers  of  old, 
Whofe  noble  deeds  above  the  northern  ftar 
t  Immortal  Fame  for  ever  hath  enroled  • 

As  in  thic  qM  mans  book  they  were  in  order  told. 

V. 

The  land,  which  warlike  Britons  now  pbflefi. 
And  thereifthave  their  mighty  feit^pire  rais'd. 
In  antique  times  was  falvage  wildernefs. 
Unpeopled,  unmanur'd,  unprov'd,  unprais'dj 
Ne  was  i€  Ilarid  then,  xvt  was  it  pais*d 
Amid  the  Or^j«  wAMes,  ne  was  it  fought  -  •  ' 

Of  merchants cfar,  for  profits  therein  praisM;         ', 
But  was  all  defolate,  and  of  fome  thought 

By  Sea  to  havt>  bten  itQta  ^tJCehuk  main-land  brougKt/ 
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Ke  did  it  then  deferve  a  oapie  to  have,' 
TAl  that  the  vent'rous  mariner  that  way 
Learning  his  Ihip  from  thofc  white  rocks  to  fav^ji 
Which  all  along  the  foqthern  fca-coaft  lay, 
Thrw^tning  unheedy  wreck  and  rafli  decay, 
For  fafeties  fake  that  fame  his  fea-mark  made. 
And  nam*d  it  AlUcn.     But  later  day 
Finding  in  it  fit  pores  for  fifhers  trade, 

Gan  more  the  fame  frequent,  and  further  to  invadon 

VII. 

But  far  in  land  a  falvage  nation  dwelt, 
Of  hideous  Giants,  and  half  beaftly  men. 
That  never  tafted  grace,  nor  goodnefs  felt. 
But  like  wild  beads  lurking  in  loathfome  deiif 
And  flying  faft  as  Roebuck  through  the  fen. 
All  naked  without  ihame,  or  care  of  cold. 
By  hunting  and  by  fpoiling  lived  then ; 
C  filature  huge,  and  eke  of  courage  bold, 

That  Sons  of  men  amaz*d  their  fterni^efs  to  behold.     * 

VIII. 

But  whence  they  fprung,  or  how  they  were  begot, 
l5neath  is  to  affure  :  uneath  to  ween 
That  monftrous  error  which  doth  fome  afibt. 
That  Dicdefiam  fifty  daughters  iheen 
Into  this  land  by  chance  have  driven  been, 
^^'here  companing  with  fiends  and  filthy  fprights. 
Through  vain  illufion  of  their  luft  unclean. 
They  brought  forth  Giants  and  fuch  dreadful  wights. 

As  far  exceeded  men  in  their  immeafur'd  mights. 

IX. 

l*hey  held  this  land,  aod  with  their  filthinefa 
Polluted  this  fame  gentle  foil  long  time : 
That  their  own  mother  loathed  their  beaftlinefs. 
And  'gan  abhor  her  broods  unkindly  crime. 
All  were  they  born  of  her  own  native  i&XM\ 
Untill  that  Brutus  anciently  deriv'd 
From  royal  ftock  of  ol<^  Jffane^  line,  . 
Driven  by  fatal  erroyr,  here  arriv'd, 

^d  them  of  their  uojuft  poflelfioa  d^priy'd« 
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But  crc  he  had  eftat>liflicd  his  throne. 

And  fprcd  his  empire  to  the  uttnoft  (hore, 
He  fought  great  battles  with  his  falvage  hnk  j 
In  which  he  them  defeated  evermore. 
And  many  Giants  left  on  groning  flore ; 
That  well  can  witnefs  yet  tinto^this  dafy 
The  wfeftern  Hogh,  befprinkled  with  the  gore 
Of  mighty  Goemot^  whom  in  ftout  fray 

On»?itr  conquered,  «nd  cruelly  did  flay.    .     

XI.  .       , 

And  eke  that  ample  pit,  yet  far  renown'd^ 
For  the  large  leap,  which  Debon  did  compel 
C(mUn  to  make,  being  eight  lugs  of  ground  i 
Into  the  which  returning  back,  he  fell : 
But  thofe  three  monftrous  ftones  do  moll  exc^I,. 
Which  that  huge  Son  of  hideotls  AlHon^       ..   . 
Whofc  Father,  Hercules  in  France  did  qudh. 
Great  Godmer  threw,  in  fierce  contentioh. 

At  bda  CatmtuiJi  but  rfhim  was  fiain  anoiL 

XIL 

In  meed  of  thefe  great  conquefts  by  them  g6t, 
Carineus  had  that  province  utmbft  weft. 
To  hirh  afligned  tor  his  worthy  lot. 
Which  of  his  name  and  memorable  geft 
He  called  Gortefvaile^  yet  fo  called  beft : 
And  Debons  fliare  was,  that  is  Deoof^e  : 
But  Canute  had  his  portion  from  the  reft. 
The  which  he  calPd  Canutitm^  for  his  hire ; 

Now  CanHumy  which  Kent  we  commonly  inquire. 

XIH. 

Thus  Brute  this  realm  unto  his  rule  fubdcw^d 
And  reigned  k)ng  in  great  felicity, 
Lov*d  of  his  friends,  and  of  his  f6es  cfchew'd. 
He  left  three  fons  (his  famous  progeny) 
Born  of  fair  Inogene  of  Itafy  9         ^ 
Mongft  whom  he  parted  his  imperial  ftaWi. 
And  LpcHne  left  chief  Lord  of  Britany. 
At  laft  ripe  age  bade  him  forrendcr  latfc 

His  life,  and  loiigoodfortunc,  unto  final  faitf^  - 
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XiV. 

•    • 

IjDcrine  was  left  the  foveraine  Lord  of  all  i 
But  AlbanaB  had  all  the  northern  part^      . 
Which  olf  himfelf  Albania,  he  did  call  ^    • . 
AviA  Camber  did  poflefa  the  wefter^  quart. 
Which  Sev^n  now  from  Logris  doth. depart : 
And  each  his  portion  peaceably  enjoy'd,  « 
Ne  was  there  outward  breach,  nor  grudge  in  heart. 
That  once  their  quiet  govcrnnient  annoy'd. 

But  each  his  pain3  to  others  profit  ftill  employed. 

XV. 

Until  a  nation  i^range^  with  vifage  fwart^ 
And  courage  fierce,  that  all  men  did  affray. 
Which  through  the  world  thcrt  fwarm*din  every  part. 
And  overfiow'd  all  countries  far  away. 
Like  iNT^x  great  fiood,  with  their  importune  fway. 
This  land  invaded  with  like  violence. 
And  did  themfelves  through  all  the  north  difplay  : 
Until  ihsxLocrine  for  his  realms  defence. 

Did  head  againft  them  make,  and  llrong  ifiunificence. 

XVI.      '  ^  ' 

He  them  eocountmd,  (a  confuted- rout)"    ' 
Foreby  the  River,  that  whilome  was  hight 
The  ancient  Abus^  where  with  courage  ftout 
He  them  defeated  in  vi^oripus  fight, 
And  chad  fo  fiercely  after  fearful  flight. 
That  ford  their  chieftain,  for  his  fafeties  fake 
(Their  chieftain  Humber  named  was  aright) 
Unto  the  mighty  ftream  him  to  betake. 

Where  he  an  end  of  battle,  and  of  life  did  make, 

XVII. 

The  King  returned  proud  of  viftory,   . 

And  infolent  wox  through  unwonted  cale,  « 

That  iHortly  he  forgot  the  jeopardy. 

Which  in  his  land  he  lately  did  appeaie, 

And  fell  to  vain  voluptuous  difeafe :    . 

He  lov'd  fair  Lady  Eftrild^  leudly  lov'd, 

Whole  wanton  pleafures  him  too.qiuch  cUd  pleafe^ 

That  quite  his  heart  from  Guendolefie  removed. 

From  Gutndolenc  his  wife,  thoMgh  always  faithful  proved* 
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XVIII. 

The  noble  daughter  of  Carineus^  :  •  ,  /. 

Would  not  endure  to  be  fo  vilo  difdain'd ; 
But  gathVing  force^  and  courage  valorous, 
Encountred  him  in  battle  well  ordained. 
In  which  him  vanquiiht  (he  to  fly  conftrain'd : 
But  (he  fo  fail  purfew'd,  that  him  (he  took. 
And  threw  in  bands,  where  he  till  death  reniaia'd|( 
A  Is  his  fair  Leman,  (lying  through  f  brook, 

She  oveihent,  nought  moved  with  her  ptcious  look* 

XIX, 

But  both  her  felf,  and  eke  her  daughter  dear^ 
Begotten  by  her  Kingly  paramour. 
The  fair  Sabrina  almoll  dead  with  fear. 
She  there  attached,  far  from  all  fuccour ; 
The  one  (he  (lew  in  that  impatient  (lour : 
But  the  fad  virgin  innocent  of  all, 
Adown  the  rolling  river  ilie  did  pour. 
Which  of  her  name  now  Severn  men  do  call : 

Such'^was  the  end  that  to  diAoyal  love  did  fall. 

XX.      • 

Then  for  her  fon,  which  (he  to  Locrine  bore 
{Madan  was  young,'  unmeet  the  rule  of  fway) 
In  her  own  hand  the  crown  (he  kept  in  (lore. 
Till  riper  years  he  raught,  and  Wronger  (lay : 
During  which  time,  her  powre  (he  did  difplay 
Through  all  this  realm  (the  glory  of  her  fex) 
And  firft  taught  men  a  woman  to  obey : 
But  whenher  fon  to  mans  eftace  did  wex. 

She  it  furrendered,  ne  her  felf  would  Ipnger  vex.   ; 

XXL 

Tbo  Madan  reign'd,  unworthy  of  his  race : 
For  with  all  (hame  that  facred  throne  he  fil'd : 
Next  Memprije^  as  unworthy  of  that  place^ 
In  which  being  conforted  with  Manild^ 
For  third  of  fingle  Kingdom  hini  he  kill'd. 
But  Kbrank  iaived  both  their  infajpnies 
With  noble  deeds,  and  warrey'd  on  Brunchild 
In  Henaulty  ^where  yet  of  his  vidories 

Brave  monuments  remain,  which  yet  that  land  enyies.  * 
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XXIL 

An  happy  man  in  his  firitdays  he  was; 
And  happy  father  of  fair  progeny  : 
For  all  fo  many  weeks  as  the  year  has, 
So  many  children  he  did  multiply ; 
Of  which  were  twenty  fons,  which  did  apply 
Their  minds  to  praife,  and  chevalrous  defire: 
Thoie  Gerhians  did  fubdue  all  Germanf^ 
Of  whom  it  hight;  but  in  the  end  their  fire. 

With*  foul  f epulfe,  frotn  France  was  forced  to  recire> 

XXIII. 

[Which  blot,  Ms  fbn  fucceeding  in  his  feat. 
The  fecond  Brute  (the  fecond  both  in  name 
And  eke  in  femblance  of  his  puiflance  great) 
Right  well  recur'd,  and  did  away  that  blame 
With  recompence  of  everlafting  fame. 
He  with  his  viftor  fword  firft  opened 
The  bowels  of  wide  France^  a  forlorn  distme. 
And  taugHt  her  firft  bow  to  be  conquered  5 

Since  which,  with  fundry  fpoils  fhe  hath  been  fanfacked. 

'    XXIV. 

Let  Scaldis  fell,  and  let  tell  HofAuj 
And  let  the  marfli  of  Eftbafnbruges  tell. 
What  colour  were  there  Waters  that  fame  day. 
And  all  the  moor  twixt  Ehefjbam  and  DeB^ 
With  blood  of  Henalois^  which  thereift  fell. 
How  «)ft  that  day  did  fad  Bruncbildis  fte 
The  green  fliield  dy'd  in  dolorous  vermiH  ? 
That  not  Scuitb  xuiridb  it  mote  fcem  to  be  ; 

But  miixit yScmtb  gogb^  figp  of  fad  cruelty. 

XXV. 

His  Son  King  LeilU  by  Fathers  labour  long, 
Enjoy'd  an  heritage  of  lafting  peace. 
And  built  Cairleilly  and  built  Cairkon  ftrong. 
Next  Hudibrafs  his  realm  did  not  ehereafe. 
But  taught  the  land  from  weary  wars  to  ceafe. 
Whofe  tootfteps  Bladud  following,  in  arts 
ExcePd  ai  Jbhem  all  the  learted  plreace. 
From  whence  he  broaght  them  to  theft  falvage  parts« 

A«d  with  fweet  ftience  mollifide  theit  ftubborn  hearts. 
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XXVI. 

Enfample  of  his  wondrous  faculty, 
Bchoid  the  boiling  baths  at  Cairhadon^ 
Which  fecth  with  fecret  fire  eternally. 
And  in  their  entrails,  full  of  quick  brimfton, 
Nourifh  the  flames,  which  they  are  warm'd  upon^ 
That  to  her  people  wealth  they  forth  do  well> 
And  health  to  every  foreign  nation : 
Yet  he  at  laft  contending  to  excel 

The  reach  of  men,  through  flight  into  fond  mifchief  felU 

XXVII. 

Next  him  King  Leyr  in  happy  peace  long  reign'd. 
But  had  no  iflUe  male  him  to  fucceed. 
But  three  fair  daughters,  which  were  wtU  uptcain'd. 
In  all  thgt  feemed  fit  for  Kingly  feed  : 
Mongft  whom  his  realm  he  equally  decreed 
To  have  divided,  tho'  when  feeble  age 
Nigh  to  his  utmoft  date  he  faw  proceed. 
He  call'd  his  daughters ;  and  with  fpeeches  fage 

Inquir*d»  which  of  them  mod  did  love  her  parentage*   * 

XXVIII. 

The  cldeft,  Gemnrilk  'gan  to  proteft. 

That  fhe  much  more  than  her  own  life  him  Idv^d^ 
And  Regan  greater  love  to  him  profeft. 
Than  all  the  world,  whenever  it  were  proved  \ 
But  Cordeill  faid,  fhe  lov'd  him,  as  behov'dc 
Whofe  fimple  anfwer,  wanting  colours  fair 
To  paint  it  forth,  him  to  difpleafance  mov'd* 
That  in  his  crown  he  counted  her  no  heir,* 

But  twixt  the  other  twdn  his  Kingdom  whole  did  ihare. 

XXIX. 

So  wedded  th'one  to  Maglan  King  of  Scots, 
And  th'other  to  the  King  of  Cambria^ 
And  twixt  them  fhar'd  his  realm  by  equal  lots : 
But  without  dowre  the  wife  Cordelia 
"Was  fent  to  AgaHip  of  CeUka. 
Their  aged  Sire,  thus  eafed  of  his  crown, 
A  private  life  led  in  Aibama^ 
With  Gonorill^  long  had  in  great  renown, 

Th^tnought  him  gricv'd  to  been  from  rule  depofed  dowz^ 
Vol.  I.  U 
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But  true  it  is,  that  when  the  oil  it  fpent. 

The  light  goad  out,  and  wikc  is  thrown  away  j 
So  when  he  had  refign'd  his  regiment, 
His  daughter  'gan  defpife  his  drooping  day. 
And  weary  wax  of  his  continual  ftay. 
Tho  to  his  -daughter  Regan  he  repairVl^ 
Who  him  at  firft  well  ufcd  every  way ; 
But  when  of  his  departure  (he  defpair'd, 

Her  bounty  (he  abated,  and  his  chcar  empair'd» 

XXXL 

The  wretched  man  'gan  then  avife  too  late, 
^That  love  is  not,  where  moft  it  is  profeft  5 
•-Too  truly  try*d  in  his  extreameft  (late  : 
At  laflt,  refolv'd  likewife  to  prove  the  reft. 
He  to  GorMia  himfdf  addrell. 
Who  with  entire  affection  him  received. 
As  for  her  Sire  and  King  her  (eemed  beft ; 
Arfd  after  all  an  army  ftroog  (he  leav'd. 

To  war  on  thole,  which  him  had  of  his  realm  bereavM;- 

XXXIL 

So  to  his  crown  (he  him  reftor'd  again, 

III  whkh  he  dy'd,  made  ripe  for  death  by  ejd. 
And  after  wUl'd  it  (hould  to  her  remain  : 
Who  peaceably  the  fame  long  time  did  weld  : 
And  all  mens  hearts  in  due  obedience  held : 
Till  that  her  fifters  children  woxen  ftrong. 
Through  proud  ambition  againft  her  rebeid. 
And  overcomen  kept  in  prifon  long. 

Till  weary  of  that  wretched  life^  her  fclf  (he  hoo&i 

xxxin. 

Then  'gan  the  bloody  brethren  both  to  reign : 
But  fierce  Cundab  'gan  (hortly  to  envy 
Her  brother  Morgan^  prickt  with  proud  difdaii^ 
To  have  a  peer  in  part  of  foverainty  \ 
And  kindling  coals  pf  cruel  enmity, 
Kais'd  war,  and  him  in  battle  overthrew  : 
Whence  as  he  to  thofe  woody  hills  did  fly. 
Which  hight  of  him  Glamorgm^  there  him  (tew  ^ 

Xben  did  he  rdgh  alone,  when  be  none  equal  koetm 
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XXXIV. 

His  Son  Rivat^  his  dead  room  did  fupply,  ■  C 

In  whole  fad  time  blood  did  from  heaven  rain : 
Next  great  Gurgujhu^  then  fair  Cutcily^ 
In  conftant  peace  their  kingdoms  did  contain :    ^ 
After  them  L^^^^  MA^Kinmark  did  feign. 
And  Gorbogiid^  till  far  in  years  he  grew  ; 
When  his  ambitious  Tons  unto  them  twain, 
Arraught  the  rule,  and  from  their  father  drew  j 

•Scout  Ferrex  and  fiern  Porrex  him  in  prifon  threw,      I 

XXXV. 

But  O?  the  greedy  thirft  of  royal  crown,  -' 

That  knows  no  kindred,  nor  regards  no  right, 
Stir'd  Porrex  up  to  put  his  brother  down  % 
Who  unto  him  afiembling  foreign  might. 
Made  litar  on  him,  and  fell  himfelf  in  fight : 
Whoft  death  t*avenge#  his  mother  mercilefs 
(Moft  jnercilefs  of  women,  Wyden  hight) 
Her  otner  fon  fafl:  fleeping  did  opprefs. 

And  Hrfth  moft  cruel  hand  him  murdred  pitilefs* 

XXXVI. 

Here  ended  Brutus  facred  progeny. 

Which  had  feven  hundred  years  this  fcepter  bomey 
With  high  renown,  and  great  felicity. 
The  noble  branch  from  th'antique  ftock  was  tdrti 
Through  difcord,  and  the  royal  throne  forlorn  : 
Thenceforth  this  realm  was  into  fadions  rent» 
Whilft  each  of  Brutus  boafted  to  be  boms 
That  in  the  end  was  left  no  monument 

Of  Brutus^  nor  of  Britons  glory  ancient*  ^ 

XXXVIL 

Then  up  arofe  a  man  of  m  atchlefs  might. 
And  wondrous  wit  to  menage  high  affairs. 
Who  ftirM  with  pity  of  the  ftreflcd  plight 
Of  this  fad  realm,  cut  into  fundry  fhares 
By  fuch  as  daim'd  themfelyes  Brutes  rightful  heirs. 
Gathered  the  Princes  of  the  people  looie, 

.    To  taken  counfel  of  their  common  cares ; 

Who  with  his  wiidom  won,  him  ftraight  did  choofc 

Tbeir  King»  atid  fworc  him  fealty  to  win  or  Iofe«   '  • ' 

U  2 
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XXXVIII. 

Then  made,  he  head  againft  his  ehemies, 
And  Tmner  flew,  or  Logris  mifcreace  ; 
Then  Ruddac  and  proud  Stater ^  both  aUieSi 
This  of  Albanie  newly  nominate. 
And  that  of  Cambry  King  conBrmed  late. 
He  overthrew  through  his  own  valiance ; 
Whofe.countries  he  reduced,  to  quiet  date. 
And  fliortly  brought  to  civil  gpvernance. 

Now  one,  which  earft  were  many  made  through  yariance* 

XXXIX. 

Then  made  he  facred  laws,  which  ibme  men  fay 
Were  unto  him  revealed  in  vifion. 
By  which  he  freed  the  travellers  highway. 
The  churches  parr,  and  ploughmans  portion^ 
Retraining  ftealth,  and  ftrong  extortion  ^ 
The  gracious  Numa  of  great  Britam^  : 
For  till  his  days,  the  chief  dominion 
By  ftrcngth  was  wielded  without  policy  \ 

There/ore  he  firft  wore  crown  of  gold  for  dignity. 

Domvallo  dy'd  (for  what  may  live  for  aye  ? ) 
^•And  left  f^o  fons,  of  peerlefs  prowefs  both^ 
That  facked  R^f^  too  dearly  did  aflay, 
7he  recompence  of  their  perjured  oath. 
And  ranfackt  Greece  well  tryde,  when  they  were  wroth; 
Bei^des  fubjeded  France^  and  Germatiy^ 
Which  yet  their  praifes  fpeak,  all  — —  be  they  loth 
And  inly,  tremble  at  the  memory 

Of  Bremus  sin^  BeltimPj  Kings  of  Britanfi^f. 

XU. . 

Next  them,  did  Gurgunt^  great  Beltinut  fbn» 
In  rule,  fucceed,  and  eke  in  fathers  prai& ; 
He  Eajierland  fubdu*d,  and  Denmark  won. 
And  of  them  both  did  foy  and  tribute  raife^ 

,*  The  which  was  due  in  his  dead  fathers  days : 
He  alfo  gave  to  fugitives  of  Spfiin 
(Whom  he  at  fea  found  wandring  from  their  ways) 

.    A'  feat  in  Ireland  fafely  to  remain. 

Which  th^  fbould  hold  of  hi(n^  as  fubjed  to  Brilmtu  ; 
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XLII. 

After  him  reidned  Gutibdim  his  heir 
(The  jufteft  man  and  trueft  in  hi^  days) 
Who  had  to  wife  Dame  MertU  the  fair» 
A  woman  worthy  of  immortal  praife. 
Which  for  this  realm  found  many  goodly  lays,     > 
Afid  Wholeiome  ftatutes  to  her  hufl^and  brought  s 
Her  many  deem'd  to  have  been  of  the  Fay$^ 
As  was  jBgeriiy  that  Numa  taught  \ 

Thofe  yet  of  her  hcMartUn  laws  both  nam'd  and  thought; . 

XLIII 

Her  fon  Sifilks  after  bet  did  reign. 
And  then  Kimarus^  and  then  Damus ; 
Next  whom  Morinius  did  the  crown  fuftain  : 
Who,  had  he  not  with  wrath  outrageous. 
And  cruel  rancour  dimm'd  his  valorous 
And  mighty  deeds,  fliould  matched  have  the  beft : 
As  well  in  that  fame  field  vidtorious 
Againft  the  foreign  Morands  he  expreft ; 

Yet  livea  bis  memory,  though  carcais  fleep  in  reft«         ^ 

XLIV. 

Five  fons  he  left  begotten  of  one  wife» 
All  which  fucceflively  by  turns  did  reign : 
Firft  Gorboman^  a  man  of  virtuous  life ; 
Next  Arcbigaldj  who  for  his  proud  difdain, 
Depofed  was  from  Princedom  foverain. 
And  pitious  EJidure  put  in  his  (ted ; 
Who  (hortiy  it  to  him  reftor'd  again* 
Till  by  his  dMth  he  it  recovered ; 

But  Peridiire  9XkdVig€n$  him  di£khronized« 

XLV. 

In  wretched  prifon  long  he  did  nemakif 
Till  they  outreigned  had  their  utmoft  date» 
And  then  therein  refeized  was  again. 
And  ruled  long  with  honorable  ftate. 
Till  he  furrendred  realm  and  life  to  fate* 
Then  all  the  fons  of  thefe  five  brethren  reign'd 
By  due  fuccefs,  and  all  their  nephews  late. 
Even  thrice  elev*n  defcents  the  crown  retain'd» 

Till,a|;ed  Hely  by  due  heriuce  it  ^ain'd.  .  I 
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XLTl  . 

He  had  two  fons,  Tdiofe  eldeft  czUtd  iMi  :^ 

Left  of  hfis  life  moft  famous  memory. 
And  endlefs.  monuments  of  his  great  good  i 
1  he  ruin'd  walls  he  did  re-edify 
Of  Tt^novanij  'gainft  force  of  enemy, 
iWid  toilt  tha&^ite,  which  of  his  name  is  hight^ 
By  which  he  lies  entombed  folemnly. 
He  left  two  fons,  too  young  to  rule  aright, 

'Aadfpgeus  and  i^auMmSj  pictures  of  his  might* 

XLVII. 

Whilft  they  were  young,  CaffibatMe  their  Erne 
Was  by  the  people  chofen  in  their  fted, 
Who  on  him  took  the  royal  diadem. 
And  goodly  well  long  time  it  governed. 
Till  the  proud  Romans  bim  difquieted. 
And  wariike  Qefar^  tempted  with  the  name 
Of  this  fweet  ilknd  never  conquered. 
And  envying  the  Britons  blazed  i«me, 

(O  hideous  huQger  of  dominion  I )  .hither  cam€« 

XLVIII. 

Yet  twice  they  were  repulfed  back  again. 
And  twice  renforfti,  back  to  their  mips  to  fly, 
The  whiles  with  blood  they  all  th^  fhore  did  ftain^ 
And  the  gray  ocean  into  purple  dye : 
Ne  had  they  footing  found  at  (aft  perdie. 
Had  not  Andrcgius^  falfe  to  native  foil. 
And  envious  of  Uncles  foverainty. 
Betrayed  his  country  unto  foreign  fpoil : 

Nought  elfe,  bix  treaibn,  from  the  ^ft  this  land  did  foil ! 

xux. 

So  by  him  C^far-  got  the  viftory. 

Through'  great  bidodihed,  and  many  a  fad  s^ay. 
In  which  himfelf  was  charged  heavily 
Of  hardy  Nenmus^  whom  he  yet  did  flay, 
But  loft  his  fword,  yet  to  be  ften  thts  day. 
Thenceforth  this  land  was  tributary  made 
T'ambitious /e<7i»^,  and  did  their  rule  obey. 
Till  Arthur  all  that  reckoning  defrayd  j 

Yet  oft  the  Briton  Kings  againft  them  ftrongly  tm^^^^  - 


f      ■» 


CintpX.    THE  FAIRY  QjJ^flN.  m 

Next  him,  Tdftamius  fei^'d,  then  Kamiilmey 
Wh^t  time  tb*  eternal  Lord  in  flelbly  flime 
Enwombed  was,  from  wretched  Adam  line^ 
To  p^rge  away  the  guUt  of  finful  crime : 
O  joyous  memory  of  happy  time. 
That  heavenly  grace  fo  pkotioufly  difplay'd  ! 
Q  too  high  ditty  for  my  fimple  rime ! 
^ooH  after  this,  the  Romans  him  warrayM  ; 

For  that  their  tribute  he  refused  to  let  \)t  payd*  ^ 

LL  • 

Good  Claudius^  that  Dext  was  Emperor, 
An  arn^y  brought,  and  with  him  battle  fought. 
In  which  the  King  was  by  a  treachetor 
Difguifed  (lain,  ere  any  thereof  thought : 
YjU  ceafed  not  the  bloody  fight  for  ought  i 
For  Arvirage  his  brothers  place  fupplide,  .    > 

Both  in  his  arms  and  crown  ;  and  by  th^tdraagh( 
Did  drive  the  Ramam  to  the  weaker  fide. 

That  ihey  to  peace  agreed.     So  all  was  pacifidf  • 

LIL 

Was  never  King  more  highly  magni(ide,    •  '  j 

Nor  drad  of  Romans^  than  was  Arvirage \ 
l^or  which  the  Emperor  to  him  allide 
His  Daughter  Ginuifs^  in  marriage  : 
Yet  (hordy  he  reoound:  the  vaiT^age 
Of  Rome  again,  who  hither  haft'ly  fent 
Vcffajian^  that  with  great  fpoil  and  rage 
Forwafted  all,  till  Gefmi£a  gent 

Perfuaded  him  to  ceafe,  and  her  Lord  to  relent, 

LIII. 

He  dv*d  (  and  him  fucceedad  Marius^ 
Who  joy'd  his  days  iq  great  tranquillity : 
Then  C^/,  and  after  him  good  JLuciusy 
That  firft  received  chriftianity. 
The  facred  pledge  of  Chrifts  evangely : 
Yet  true  it  is,  that  long  before  that  day 
Hither  came  Jofeph  of  Arimatky^ 
Who  brought  widi  him  the  holy  grayl^  (tjiey  fay) 

And  preacht  the  truth  %  but  fmce  ic  jureittly  did  decaif 
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LIV. 

This  gdod  King  Ihortly  without  ifliie  dy*d/ 
Whereof  great  trouble  in  the  Kingdom  grevr. 
That  did  herfelf  in  fundry  parts  divide. 
And  with  her  powre  her  own  felf  overthrew. 
Whilst  Romans  daily  did  the  weak  fubdue  : 
Which  feeing,  ftout  Bunduca  up  arofe. 
And  taking  arms,  the  Britons  to  her  drew ; 
With  whom  fhe  marched  ftraight  againft  her  foes^ 

And  them  unwares  belides  the  Severn  did  enclofe, 

LV. 

There  (he  with  them  a  cruel  battle  tride. 
Not  with  lb  good  fuccefs,  as  {he  deferv'd ; 
By  reafon  that  the  captains  on  her  fide, 
Corrupted  by  Patdinus^  from  her  fwerv'd : 
Yet  fuch  as  were  through  former  flight  preferv'd. 
Gathering  again,  her  hoft  fhe  did  renew. 
And  with  frefh  courage  on  the  vidor  ferv'd : 
But  being  all  defeated  fave  a  few. 

Rather  than  fly,  or  be  captiv'd,  her  felf  flie  flew. 

LVL 

O  famous  monument  of  womens  praife, 
Matchable  either  to  SemiramiSy 
Whom  anticiue  hiftory  fo  high  doth  raife. 
Or  to  Hyjjftpbirj  or  to  Thomhris  : 
Her  hoft  two  hundred  thoufand  numbred  \s ; 
Who  whiles  good  fortune  favoured  her  might. 
Triumphed  oft  againft  her  enemies } 
And  yet  though  overcome  in  haplefs  fight. 

She  triumphed  on  death,  in  enemies  defpight. 

LVII. 

Her  reliques  Fiii^^iK/  having  gathered. 
Fought  with  Severusy  and  him  overthrew ; 
Yet  in  the  chace  was  flain  of  them  that  fled  \ 
So  made  them  vidors,  whom  he  did  fubdue 
Then  'gan  Caraujius  tyrannize  anew. 
And  gainft  the  Romans  bent  their  proper  powre^ 
And  him  JleSus  treach^roufly  flew, 
And  took  on  him  the  robe  of  Emperoure : 

Hath'lefs  the  fame  enjoyed  but  ihort  happy  bour^ : 
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LVIIL 

For  Afclepioduti  him  overcame. 

And  left  inglorious  on  the  vanquijQit  plain. 

Without,  or  robe,  or  rag,  to  hide  his  ihame. 

Then  afterwards  he  in  his  Head  did  reign  \ 

But  fhortly  was  by  Coyl  in  battle  flain  : 

,Who  after  long  debate,  fince  Ijicies  thne, 

Was  of  the  Britons  firft  crowned  foverain  :  ^ 

Then  'gan  this  realm  renew  her  pafled  prime : 

He  of  his  name  Ccykbe^  built  of  fione  and  limet 

LIX. 

Which  when  the  Romans  heard,  they  hither  feUt 
Conjiaklius^  a  man  of  mickle  might, 
With  whom  King  Ccyl  made  an  agreement. 
And  to  him  gave  for  wife  his  daughter  bright. 
Fair  Helena^  the  faireft  living  wight ; 
Who  in  ail  godly  thews,  and  goodly  praife    • 
Did  far  cxcell,  but  was  moft  famous  highc 
For  flcill  in  mulick  of  all  in  her  days. 

As  well  in  curious  inftruments,  as  cunning  lays. 

LX. 

Of  whom  he  did  great  Confiantim  beget. 
Who  afterward  was  Emperour  of  Rome ; 
To  which  whiles  abfent  he  his  mind  did  fet, 
OSavius  here  lept  into  his  room. 
And  it  ufurped  by  unrighteous  doom  : 
But  he  his  title  juftifide  by  might, 
Slaying  ^rabem^  and  having  overcome 
The  Jtoman  legion  in  dreadful  fight : 

So  fettled  he  his  Kingdom,  and  confirm*d  his  rights 

LXI. 

But  wanting  iflue  male,  his  daughter  dear 
He  gave  in  wedlock  to  Adsximianj 
And  him  with  her  made  of  his  Kingdom  heir. 
Who  foon  by  means  thereof  the  Empire  wan, 
1  ill  murdred  by  the  friends  of  Grafian: 
Then  'gan  the  Huns  and  Pi£is  invade  this  land» 
During  the  reign  oi Maximinian\ 

^  Who  dying,  left  none  heir  them  towithftand^ 

But  chat  i\\ty  overran  all  parts  with  eafie  hajnd 
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tXII.  ^ 

The  weary  Britons^  whofe  war-hable  youth 
Was  by ^MaximidH  lately  led  away. 
With  .wretched  mifenes,  and  woeful  ruth. 
Were  to  tbofe  Pagans  made  an  open  prey» 
And  daily  fpeftacle  of  fad  decay  : 
Whom  Rman  wars,  which  now  four  hundred  yeart. 
And  more  had  wafted^  could  no  whit  diimay  \ 
Till  by  confent  of  commons  and  of  peers. 

They  (rown*d  the  fecond  Copf/ioMiiiu  with jayous  tean»  ' 

LXIII. 

Who  having  oft  in  battle  vanqui(bed 

Thofe  fpoilful  F^s^  Md  fwarming  EqfierU^gs^ 
Long  time  in  peace  his  realm  eftabliihed. 
Yet  9ft  annoy'd  with  fundry  bordragin^ 
Of  neighbour  Scots^  and  fqreigrt  fcatterlings, 
With  which  the  world  did  in  thofe  days  abound: 
Which  to  outbar^  with  painful  pionings 
From  fea  to  fea  he  heapt  a  mighty  mound. 

Which  from  Jlcbiid  to  FanweU  did  that  border  bound,  . 

LXIV. 

Three  fons  he  dying  teft,  ail  under  age :  ) 

By  means  whereof,  their  uncle  Vortigen 
Ufurp  ^e  crown,  during  their  pupillage  ; 
Which  th'  infants  tutors  gathering  to  tear. 
Them  clofe]:y  into  Jrimrick  did  bear : 
For  dread  of  whom,  and  for  thofe  PiSs  annoys« 
He  fent  to  Germany^  Ilrange  aid  to  rear. 
From  whence  eftfoons  arrived  here  three  hoys 

Of  ^otU^  whom  he  for  his  fafety  imploys. 

LXV. 

Two  brethren  were  their  dipitains,  which  htght 
flengift  and  Horfui^  well  approv'd  in  war» 
An^  both  of  them  men  of  renowned  might ; 
Who  making  vantage  of  their  civil  jar, 
And  of  thole  foreigners,  which  came  from  far^ 
Gxtyf  great,  and  got  large  portions  of  land. 
That  in  the  realm  ere  long  they  ftronger  are, 
Tha(f  jthcy  which  fought  at  firft  their  helping  hand^ 

And  Vottigft  cnforft;  .ch&  Kingdom  to  aband»  ^ 
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LXVI. 

But  by  the .  he^  iiVairiimere  bis  fO0, 
He  is  again  unto  his  rule  reft9r*<)»  . 
And  IM^ift  feemtng  fad  for  chat  was  dooet 
Received  is  to  grace  and  new  accord. 
Through  his  fair  daughters  face»  and  flattring  word  s 
Soon  after  which»  three  hundred  Lords  he  (lew 
Of  Brkiih  blood,  all  fitting  at  kis  bocd ; 
Whofe  doleful  monuments  iv^hd  lift  to  rew, 

ThVternal  marks  of  treafon  may  $L&tmhmgc  sitvi^       ) 

LXVIL 

By  this  the  fons  of  ConftaiUine^  whicb  fled^ 
Jmirefe:znd  Utber  did  ripe  years  attain, 
,  And  here  aatring,  ftrongly  challenged 
The  crown,  which  Vortiger  dad  long  detain : 
^Wlio  flying  fram  his  guilt,  by.  chem  was  flain. 
And  Hing^  eke  Ibon  brought  to  ^ianieful  death*  . 
Thenceforth  Jutdius  peaceably  did  reign » 
Till  that  through  poifbn .  ftopped  was  his  breath  i' 

Sdix>w  entombed  lyes  at  Sionbme  by  the.heatb»     .    ^ 

LXVUI. 

After  him  Utber^  which  PendragmlA^t^  "> 

« Succeeding,   there  abruptly  it  did  end» 
Without  full  pointy  or  other  cefure  right, 
As^  if  the  £cft  fome  wicked  hand  did  rend« 
Or  the  author  felf  could  not  at  leafl:  attend 
To  finiih  it:  rdiat  fo  untimely  breach  \ 

The  Prince  himfelf  half  feemeth  to  offend^ 
Yet  fecret  pleafure  did  oflfence  empeach. 

And  wonden  of  antiquity  long  ftopt .  his  fpeedu      .      \ 

At  laft,  quite  ravidit  with  delight  to  hear  ; 

The  royal  offspring  of  his  native  land, 
Cride  out,  dear  comntry,  O  how  dearly  deaf 
Ought  thy  remembrance,  and  perpetual  band 
Be  to  thy  fofter  child,  that  from  thy  hand 
I>id  common  breath  and  nooriture  receive  1 
How  brutifli  is  it,  not  to  underftand 
.    How  much  to  ker  we  owe,  that  all  us  gave, 
That  gave  unto  us  all,  irtuKCver  goqjd  we  ham        \ 
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But  Guyon  all  this  «#hile  his  book  did  read^ 
Ne  yet  has  ended :  for  it  was  a  great 
And  ^tal^c  votuttle^  that  doth  far  exceed 
My  leifure,  fo  long  leaves  here  to  repeat : 
i  tt  told  how  firft  Promeibius  did  create 
A  man,  of  many  pares  from  beafta  derivd^ 
And  then.ftole  firaf  from  heav'n,  to  animate 
His  work,  for  which  he  iilras  by  Jume  deprivd 

Of  life  him&lf)  and  Jtea^-ftrings  of  an  Eagle  rivd»   ' 

LXXL 

That  man  fo  made,'  he  called  M^e^  to  weet, ' 
Quick,  the  firft  aothor  of  all  Elfin  kind : 
Who  wandring  through  the  world  with  weary  feet. 
Did  iA  the  gardens  *ot>>fdl9iiij  find 
A  goodly  creature,  whom  he  deem'd  in  mind 
To  be  no  earthly  wight,  but  either  fprighc,     ^ 
Or  Angel,  th'author  of  all  woman-kind  ; 
Therefore  a  Faflf  he  her  accordii^  hight. 

Of  whom  all  Fdims  fpring,  and  fetch  their  linage  rig^ 

LXXII. 

Of  the(e  a  mighty  people  fhortly  grew. 

And  puiflaht  Kings,  which  all  the  world  warray'd^ 
And  to  themfdyes  all  nations  did  fubdew  : 
The  fith  and  eldeft,  which  that  fcepter  fway*d. 
Was  Eljm  ;  him  all  India  obey'd. 
And  all  that  now  Ammca  men  call : 
Next  him  was  noble  £^m«,  who  lay*d 
Cleopolis  foundation  firft  of  all : 

But  Elfiluu  endos'd  it  with  a  golden  waU» 

LXXIII. 

His  Son  was  Ejfind^  who  overcame 
The  wicked  Gcb^lims  in  bloody  iield : 
But  Eifant  was  of  mofl:  renowned  fame, 
Whi  all  of  chryftal  did  Pantbea  build : 
Then  £^r,  who  two  brethren  Giants  killed. 
The  o^e  of  which  had  two  heads,  th'other  three : 
Then  Elfincr^  who  was  in  magick  Ikilld  \ 
He  built  by  art  upon  the  gl&y  fea  (to  be. 

A  bridge  of  brafs,  whofe  foumi  bcavcfls  thunder  focaCi 
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LXXIV. 

«He  lc&  three  fons,  the  which  in  order  reign*cU 
And  all  their  offspring,  in  their  due  defcents, 
Ev'n  fcven  hu;idred  Princes,  whidl  maintained 
With  mighty  deeds  their  fundry  governments  % 
That  were  too  long  their  infinite  cooienctv 
Here  to  record,  ne  much  material : 
Yet  Ihpuld  they  be  moft  famous  monuments. 
And  brave  enfample  both  of  martial 
And  civil  rule,  to  Kings  and  ftate$  imperial. 

LXXV. 

After  all  thcfe  Elficleos  did  reign,  ... 

The  wife  Elficleos  in  great  majefly. 
Who  mightily  that  fcepter  did  fuftain. 
And  with  rich  fpoils  and  famous  vidtory. 
Did  high  advance  the  crown  of  Fairy: 
He  left  two  fons,  of  which  fair  Elferou^ 
The  eldeft  brother  did  untimely  dye  \ 
Whofe  empty  place  the  mighty  Oberon 

Doubly  fupplide,  in  fpoufal  and  dominion, 

LXXVI. 

Great  was  his  powre  and  glory,  over  all 
Which  him  before  that  facred  feat  did  fill. 
That  yet  remains  his  wide  memorial : 
He  dying,  left  the  faireft  TanaquiU^ 
Him  to  fucceed  therein,  by  his  h&  will : 
Fairer  and  nobler  liveth  none  this  houre, 
Ne  like  in  grace,  ne  like  in  learned  fkill ; 
Therefore  they  Glorian  call  that  glorious  flowre^ 

Long  mayfl:  thou  Glman  live,  in  glory  and  great  powre^' 

LXXVII. 

Beguil'd  thus  with  delieht  of  novelties. 
And  natural  defire  of  countries  ftate. 
So  Jong  they  read  in  thofe  antiquities. 
That  how  the  time  was  fled,  they  quite  forgate* 
Till  gentle  jlima  feeing  it  fo  late. 
Perforce  their  ftudies  broke,  and  them  befoughc 
To  think,  how  fupper  did  them  long  await : 
So  half  unwilling  from  their  books  them  brought^ 

And  fairly  6afte<i,  as  fo  iioble  Knights  fhe  ought. 
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^    ■         C  A  N  T  O    XI. 

The  enemies  of  temperance 
Bejiege  her  dwelling  place : 
•  Trince  Arthur  them  repellsj  and  foul 
Maleger  doib  deface. 

I. 

* 

WHAT  war  fo  cruel,  or  what  (lege  fo  fore^ 
As  that,  which  ftrong  afFe6tions  do  apply» 
Againft  the  fort  of  reafon  evermore 
To  bring'the  foul  into  captivity  ! 
Their  force  is  fiercer  through  infirmity 
Of  the  frail  flelh,  relenting  to  their  rage. 
And  cxercife  moft  bitter  tyranny 
Upon  the  parts,  brought  into  their  bondage  i 

No  wretchedftefs  is  like  to  finful  villenage. 

II. 

But  in  a  body,  which  doth  freely  yield 
His  part^  to  reafons  rule  obedient. 
And  letteth  her  that  ought  the  fcepter  wield. 
All  happy  peace  and  goodly  government 
Is  fettled  there  in  fure  eftablifhment  •, 
There  ^ma^  like  a  virgin  Queen  moft  bright, 
Dotji  flourilh  in  all  beauty  excellent ; 
,  Arid  to  her  guefts  doth  bounteous  banquet  dight, 

Attempred  goodly  well  for  he^ch  and  for  delight. 

III. 

Early  before  the'  morn  with  crimfon  ray. 
The  windows  t)f  bright  heaven  open*d  had. 
Through  which  into  the  world  the  dawning  day 
Mfght  look,  that  maketh  every  creature  glad, 
Uprofe  Sir  Cj^^,  in  bright  armour  clad. 
Arid  to  his  purposM  journey  him  prepared : 
With  him  the  Palmer  eke,  in  habit  fad, 
Himfcif  addreft  to  that  adventure  hard :    ' 

So  to  the  rivers  fide  they  both  together  fer'i  •    -  - 


Cknte  XI.    THE  FAIRY  QJJEKIT.  ^tf 

IV. 

Where  them  awaited  ready  at  the  ford 
Thf  Ferryman^  as  j§ma  had  behight. 
With  his  well  rigged  boat :  They  go  abord^ 
And  he  eftfoons  'gan  Jaunch  his  bark  forthright. 
£re  long  they  rowed  were  quite  oat  of  fight. 
And  faft  the  land  behind  them  fled  away,, 
But  let  them  pafs,  whiles  wind  and  weather  right 
Do  ferv^  their  turns :  here  I  awhile  muft  ftay. 

To  lee  a  cruel  light  doen  by  the  Prince  this  day« 

V. 

For  all  fo  foon  as  Gt^im  thence  was  gone 
Upon  his  voyage  with  his  trufty  guide. 
That  wicked  band  of  villains  fre(h  begun 
That  caftle  to  aflail  on  every  fide. 
And  lay  ftrong  fiege  about  it  far  and  wide. 
So  huge  and  infinite  their  numbers  were. 
That  all  the  land  they  under  them  did  hide  ; 
So  foul  and  ugly,  that  exceeding  fear 

Their  vifages  imprefl:,  when  they  approcbed  nean» 

VI. 
Them  in  twelve  troops  their  captain  did  difpart. 

And  round  about  in  fitted  fteads  did  place. 

Where  each  might  beft  offend  his  proper  part^ 

And  his  contrary  objeft  mofi:  deface, 

.  As  every  one  feem'd  meeteft  in  that  cafe<i 

Seven  of  the  fame  againft  the  caftle  gate^ 

In  ftrong  entrenchments  he  did  clofely  place. 

Which  with  inceffant  force  and  endlefs  hate. 

They  battred  day  and  night,  and  entrance  dkl  awaiir* 

VIL 

The  other  five,  five  fundry  ways  he  fet, 
Againft  the  five  great  bulwarks  of  that  pile  | 
And  unto  each  a  bulwark  did  arret, 
.  T'afiail  with  open  force  or  hidden  guUe^ 
In  hope  thereof  to  win  victorious  fpoil. 
They  all  that  charge  did  fervently  apply. 
With  greedy  malice  and  importune  toil. 
And  planted  there  their  huge  artillery. 

With  y^h  they  daily  made  moft  dreadful  battery^ 
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VIII. 

The  firft  troop  was  a  monftrous  rabblement 
Of  foul  miihapen  wights,  of  which  fome  were 
Headed  likt  Owls,  with  beaks  uncomely  bent. 
Others  like  Dogs,  others  like  Gryphons  dreare^ 
And  fome  had  wings,  and  fome  had  claws  to  tear^ 
And  every  one  of  them  bad  Lynces  eyes. 
And  every  one  did  bow  and  arrows  bear ; 
All  thofe  were  la^lefs  lufts,  corrupt  envies^ 

And  covetous  afpe<5ts,  all  cruel  enemies, 

IX. 

Thofe  fame  againft  the  bulwark  of  the  (ight 
Did  lay  ftrong  Hege,  and  battailous  aflauJtt 
Ne  once  did  yield  it  refpit  day  nor  night : 
But  foon  as  Titan  *gzt\  his  head  exault. 
And  foQn  again  as  he  his  light  withhault. 
Their  wicked  engins  they  againft  it  bent : 
That  Lb  each,  thing,  by  which  the  eyes  may  fault ; 
But  two  than  all  more  huge  and  violent. 

Beauty,  and  money,  they  that  bulwark  forely  rent* 

X, 

The  fecoad  bulwark  was  the  Hearing  fenfe, 

Gainft  which  the  fecond  troop  defiignment  makes ; 
Def9rmed  creatures,  in  ftrange  difference. 
Some  having  heads  like  Harts,  fome  like  to  Snakes, 
Some  like. wild  Boars  late  rouz'd  out  of  the  brakes*. 
Slanderous  reproches,  and  foul  infamies, 
Leafings,  backbidngs,  and  vain-glorious  crakeSt 
Bad  counfels,  praifes,  and  falfe  flatteries, 

J^41  thofe  againft  that  Fort  did  bend  their  batteribs^ 

XI. 

Likewife  that  fame  third  fort,  that  is  the  Smelly 
Of  that  third  troop  was  cruelly  aifayM  : 
Whole  hideous  (hapes  were  like  to  fiends  of  hell. 
Some  like  to  Hounds,  fome  like  to  Apes  difma^'d* 
Some  like  to  Puttocks,  all  in  plumes  array*d : 
All  (hapt  according  their  conditions. 
For  by  thofe  ugly  tbrms  weren  pourtray'd 
Fooli(h  delights  and  fond  abufions, 

Whjch  do  that  fpnfe  befiege  with  light  Ulufiont.  h 
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XII. 

And  that  fourth  b^nd^  which  cruel  battry  bent^ 
Agaiaft  the  fourth  bulwark,  that  is  the  Tajle^ 
Was  as  the  reft,  a  gryfie  rabblement^ 
Some  mouth'd  like  greedy  Oftriges,  fome  fafl: 
Like  loathly  Toades,  fQm.e  fafhion'd  in  the  waift 
Like  fwine;  for,  fo  deform'd  is  luxury  ; 
Surfeit,  mifiiiet,  and  unthrifty  wafte. 
Vain  feafts,  and  idle  fuperfluity  : 

All  thofe  this  fenfes  fort  aifail  inceflantly. 

XIIL 

« 

But  the  fifth  troop  moft  horrible  of  hue, 
And  fierce  of  force,  was  dreadful  to  report : 
For  fbme  like  fnails,  Ibme  did  like  fpiders  (hew 
And  ibme  like  ugly  Urchins  thick  and  (hort : 
They  cruelly  aflailed  that  fifth  fort, 
Armed  with  darts  of  fenfual  delight,    * 
With  ftings  of  carnal  luft,  and  ftrong  effort 
Of  feeling  pleafures,  with  which  day  and  night 

Agfinft  that  lame  fifth  bulwark  they  continued  Bght*  / 

XIV. 

Thus  thefe  twelve  troops  with  dreadful  puii&Ace 
Agsiioft  that  caftle  reftleis  fiege  did  lay. 
And  evermore  their  hideous  ordinance 
Upon  the  bulwarks  cruelly  did  play. 
That  now  it  'gan  to  threaten  near  decay : 
And  evermore  their  wicked  Capitain 
Provoked  them  the  breaches  to  afiay, 
Sometimes  with  threats,  fometimeswith  hopeof  gain^ 

Which  by  the  ranfack  of  that  place  they  fhould  atuin« 

XV. 

On  t'other  fide,  th*  affieged  caftlcs  ward  , 

Their  ftedfaft  ftonds  did  mightily  maintain,^ 
And  many  bold  repulfe,  and  many  hard 
Atchievcment  wrought  with  peril  and  with  pain. 
That  goodly  frame  trom  ruin  to  fuftain  : 
And  thofe  two  brethren  Giants  did  defend 
The  walls  fo  ftoutly  with  their  fturdy  main. 
That  never  entrance  any  durft  pretend. 

But  they  to, direful  death  their  groaning  ghofts  did  .^. 
Vol,  L  X 
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XVL 

The  noble  Virgin,  Lady  of  the  pk«, 

Was  much  difmayed  with  that  drcadful  flghc 

(For  never  was  (he  in  fo  evil  cafe) 

Till  that  the  Prince  feeing  her  woeful  ptight^ 

Gan  her  redomfort  frotrt  fd  fad  affiight> 

Ofiring  his  fervice,  and  his- deareft  life  -' 

For  her  defence^  againft  that  Carle  »  fights 

Which  was  their  chief  and  th'author  of  that  ftrife : 

She  him  remerded  as  th^  patron  ef  4ier  fife. 

XVII. 

Eftfoons  himfelf  ih  gtitterand  arm9  he  dight, 
And  his  well  proved  weapons  lO  him  bent ; 
So  taking  courteous  conge  he  behight 
Thofe  gates  to  be  unbar'd,  and  forth  he  went. 
Fair  mote  he  thee,  the  proweft  and  moft  gene. 
That  ever  brandi(hed  bright  fteei  on  high  : 
Whoni  foon  as  that  unruly  rabblcment. 
With  his  gay  'Squire  ifluing  did  efpy, 

TKey  rear'd  a  moft.  outrageous  dreadful  yelKng  cry. 

XVHL 

And  therewith  all  attonce  at  him  let  fly 

Their  fluttring  arrows,  thick  as  flakes  of  fnow. 
And  round  about  him  flock  impetuoufly, 
Like  a  great  water  flood,  that  tumbling  low 
From  the  high  mountains,  threats  to  overflow 
With  fuddain  fiiry  all  the  fertile  plain. 
And  the  fad  husbaiidmans  long  hope  doth  throw 

•'   Adown  the  ftream,  and  all  his  vows  make  vain. 

Nor  bounds  Aor  banks  his  headlong  ruin  may  fuftauu 

XIX. 

Upon  his  fhield  their  heaped  hail  he  bore. 
And  with  his  fword  dilperft  the  rafcal  flocks. 
Which  fied  afunder,  and  him  fell  before. 
As  wiher'd  leaves  drop  from  their  dryed  flocks. 
When  the  wroth  weflicrn  wind  does  reave  their  locks  ^ 
And  underneath  him  his  courageous  ftced. 
The  fierce  Sptmaicr  trode  them  down  like  docks^ 
The. fierce  Sfumndor^  born  of-licavenly  feed; 

6uch  as  I^Gmtdsn  of  fhcchits  ractr  did  breed,  • 
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Which  fudi^ntn  horrotfr  and  confufiKi  cr]F»  ...      < 

Whenas  their  capuia  heard,  in  hafte  hci  yode 
The  caufe  to,wcctf  and  fault  to  remedy  i 
Upon  a  1* igre  fwlft  wd  fierce  he  ^ode,  ^  r   .^ 

That  as  the  wind  tan  underneajch  his  locjei 
Whiles  his  long  legs  nigh  ^ught  unto  the  grou&d  ( 
Full  lar^e  hie  was  ^  limbi  and  fhoulders  brode^ 
But  of  mch  fubtile  fubftance  and  unfowd) 

that  like  aghoft  l^fe^m'dj  ^hofegrwcrclothsWcreiirt* 

%Xh  [bound. 

And  in  hi^  hand  ^  bended  bow  Wasieeni 
And  (nany  across  under  hia  right  fide) 
All  deadly  dangerous^  all  crueT  kcen^ 
Headed  with  flint,  and  feathers  bloody  dyM» 
Such  a9  the  Imli0ns  in  their  quivers  bide  ;   . 
Thofe  CQi^d  he  well  direct:  and  ftxaii:  as  (inei 
And  bid  them  ftrike  the  mskrk.  Which  he  had  eyM  ) 
Ne  was  there  falre^  nc  was  thcrtf  medicine, 

that  mote  reoure  tfeeir  wounds  j  foijoly  they  did,tijir#  . 

XXIl 

As  pale  and  wan  ^  «lhe$  was  hisiook,  ^    . 

His  body  i«n  and  meagre  9$  a  rakc^ 
And  ^io  «11  withered  like  a  dryed  ropki 
Theltto  hs  cold  and  drery  as  a  Snake, 
Tnat  iee/n^d  to  tremble  evermore  and  quake  1    •.  ' 
All  in  a  canvas  thin  he  was  bedight. 
And  girded  with  a  belt  of  twiftcd  brakcj 
Upon  ^ts  head  be  wore  an  hel<net  light 

Made  of  a  dead  mans  fcuU^  that  feem'd  a  ghadly  Jight,. 

XXIIL 

Maleget'  was  his  n^me,  and  after  him 

There  followed  faft  at  hund  two  wicked  Hig5^ 
With  hoary  locks  all  loofe^  and  vifage  grim  1 
Their  feet  unlhod*  their  bodies  wpj^pt  in  rags,   .   , 
And  both  as  fwifc  on  foot^ ,  ^^  chafed  Stags  i 
And  yet  the  one  her  oiher  leg  had  Ume, 
Whicb  with  a  ftaff..  aU  full  of  Utile  fn^.g$       .  :    r 
She  did  difport,  and  bnpot^ce  b&r  name  } 

.dut  th- other,  was  Impittime.  arm'd  nith  raging  flaai<#  / 

X  a         . 
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XXIV. 

Soon  as  the  Carle  from  far  the  Prince  cfpide, 
Gliftring  in  arms,  and  warlike  ornament. 
His  be^  he  felly  prickt  on  either  fide. 
And  his  mifchievous  bow  full  feady  bent. 
With  which  at  him  a  cruel  fhaft  he  ftnt : 
£iut  he  was  wary,  and  it  warded  well 
Upon  his  fhieldi  that  it  no  Ibrther  went. 
But  to  the  ground  the  idle  quarrel  fell : 

Then  he  another  and  another  did  expel  1. 

XXV. 

Which  to  prevent,  the  Prince  his  mdrfal  fpcar 
Soon  to  him  raught,  and  fierce  at  him  did  ride. 
To  be  avenged  of  that  (hot  whylear : 
But  he  was  not  fo  hardy  to  abide 
That  bitter  ftownd,  but  turning  quick  ajide 
His  ligbt-foot  beaft  fled  fa(t  away  for  fear ; 
•Whom  to  purfue,  the  infant  after  hy*d. 
So  fad  as  his  good  courfer  could  him  bear,' 

But  labour  lofl:  it  was,  to  ween  af^roch  him  near^ 

XXVL 

For  as  the  winged  wind  his  Tigre  fled, 
That  view  of  eye  could  fcarce  him  overtake* 
Ne  fcarce  his  feet  on  ground  were  feen  to  trcd  5 
Through  hills  and  dales  he  fpeedy  way  did  make, 
Ne  hedge  ne  ditch  his  ready  paflage  brake. 
And  in  his  flight  the  villain  curn'd  his  face  •   • 

(As  wonts  the  Tartar  by  the  Caffian  lake, 
Whenas  the  RuJUin  him  in  fight  does  chace)  . 

UiitP  his  Tygerstaili  and  (hot  athim  apacev  • 

XXVIL 

Apace  he  (hot,  and  yet  he  fled  apace. 

Still  as  the  greedy  Knight  nigh  €0^  him  drew^ 
And  oftentimes  he  would  relent  his  pace. 
That  him  bis  foe  more  fiercely- (hould  purfue  ^      «' 
Who  when  his  uncouth  manner  he  did  view 
He  'gan  avi2e  co  follow  hiiti  no  more. 
But  keep  his  ftanding,^  and  his  (hafts  efcheWy    . 
Until  he  quite  had  (pent  bis  perlous  llore,    * 
And  Chen  amil  htm.frirlh,  •trehe  to^ld  (hthifbr4tiGRr.  . 
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XXVIII. 

But  that  lame  Hagy-Ml  as  abroad*4ie  ftrew  r 

His  vicked  arrows^  gathred  them  again. 
And  to  him  brought,  frefli  battle  co  renew : 
Whic;)x  he  efpying,  caft  iier  to  rcftraia 
From  yielding  fucoouir'  to  that  curfed  fwain. 
And  her  attaching,  thought  her  luinds  to  tyei 
But  foon  as  him  demounted  on  the  plain. 
That  other  Hag  did  far  away  efpy 

Binding  her  (ifter^  ikt  to  him  ran  haflily. 

XXIX, 

And  catching  hold  of  him,  as  down  he  knt. 
Him  backward  overdirew,  and  down  him  ftayd  .- 
With  their  rude  hands,  and  griefly  grappiement» ' 
Till  that  the  villain  coming  to  their  ayd,  ■:.'  i 

Upen  him  fell,  iahdload  upon  him  kyd, 
dFuU  little  wanted^  but  he  had  him  flaiw. 
And  of  the  battle  baleful  end  had  made,  . 
Had  no(  his  gentle:  Squire  behtld  his  fiain. 

And  comen  to  his  rbfcue,  er&his  bitosrbaiie.^        .:  0 1 


So  great^Ht  and  mofbglonous.dliiagioa  ground   '  .'    .7 
May  often,  need  the  help  of  .weaktir  hand ;         ;    l 
So  feeble  is  man's:  ({ate;,  and  life.uhfiiund,        *    l 
That  ,in  alTurance  it  may  iiiever  iland,    . 
Till  it  diflfolred  beirom  eiarthly  band. 
Proof  he  thou  Prince,  the  prowcft  man  alives 
And  nobleft  bom  of  all  in  Brilon  land; 

^    Yet  thee  fierce,  fortune  did  fo  nearly  drirc, 

«Thit  bad  jiot  grace  ^hcc  bleft,  thou  ihoddeft  not  funrive; 

XXXL 

The  Squire  arriving,  fiercely  in  hts  arms 

Snatch t  firft  the  one,  and  then  the  other  jade. 
His  chiefeft  lets  and  authors  of  bis  harms. 
And  them  perforce  withheld  with  threatned  blade^ 
Led  that  his  Lord  they  fliould  behind  invade  \ 
The  whiles  the  Prince  prickt  with  reproachful  fbame. 
As  one  a.wakt  out  of  long  flumbring  (hade. 
Reviving  thought  of  glory  and  of  fame, 

Uwfid  all  his  powrea  to  purge  himfclf  from  blame* 

X  3 
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XXXIL 

I^ike  ^s  a  firc^  ftc  wflrich  in  iioUbwxanfe  ' 

Hath  long  been  under  kejiit^  tnd  down  fqppiffl^   - 
With  munmirous  di&taiii  doth  inly  rave. 
And  grudge^  in  fo  ftreight  prifon  to  be  preft^ 
At  laft  breaks  forth  with  furioiis  unreft, 
AndJtrives  to.mount  iinto  bis  native  feat; 
All  that  did  earftiichinder  and  moleft. 
It  now  devours  with  flames. atid  fcprching  heatt' 

And  carries  into  Jhzoak  with  rage  and  hofrour  CTe^C;  * 

xxxin. 

go  mightily  the  Briton  Princ?  biH  rausfd 
Out  .of  his  hold,  and  broke  his  caicive  bands; 
A/id  as  a  Bear  whom  aiigrjr  airs  have  toaz'd^ 
Having  o£F'>ihakt  them»  and  efcapc  their  hands^ 
Becomes  n^OffeifbH,  and  all  thath^m  withftands  ' 
Treads  dowaiand.ovtrthrowis.   Now  ha^  the  Carls 
Alighted  from  his  Tigre,  afid  his  hands 
Difcharged'of  his  bow  and  deadly  quar'le,   ; 

Tq  feiz^  vipoa  bis  Ib^.flat  lying  on  the  maiie. 

xxjciv. 

Which  DowhinaturoM  to  difadvahti^  ditari 
For  neither  can  ht  fly,  nor  other  harm, 
But  truft  ynto  his  ftrength  aod  manhood  mea]\ 
3ith  now  he  is  far  from  his  monftroiis  fwarip. 
And  of  his  weapons  did  himfelf  difarm. 
The  Knight  yet  wrathful  for  his  late  dilgracfe,    •   • 
Fiercely  advanft  his  valorous  right  arm. 
And  him  fb  fore  fmote  with  his  iron  mace^ 

That  groveling  to  the  ground  he  &11,  and  fili'd  his  plaM, 

XXXV. 

Y/qW  weened  he  that  field  was  thin  his  own,'      * 
And  all  his  labour  brought  to  happy  etid, 
When  fviddain  up  the  villain  overthrown. 
Put  of  his  fwoun  arofe,'  frefh  to  contend^     : 
And  'gaq  himielf  to  fecdhc)  battle  bend, 
Asiuiit  he  had  not  been.    Thereby  tlicrc  lay 
An  huge  great  ftqne,  which*  ftoK^d  upon  on^end^ 
And  had  not  been  removed  many  a  day. 

Some  land- noark  fccni'd  to  be^  or  fi^  of  fimdry  sny,' 
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XXXVI. 

The  fame  he  fnaicbt^  .and  with  exceeding  fway 
Threw  at  hi^  fQe»  wKa  was  riglic  well  aware 
To  ihun  the  ei^ia  of  hia  meant  decay ; . 
It  booted  opt  to  think,  that  throw  to  hear. 
But  ground  he  gave,  and  lightly  leapt  ^rear :         ) 
Eft  fierce  returning^  a^  a  Faulcon  fair  ^ 

That  QQce  hath  faued  of  her  foufe  full  near. 
Remounts  again  into  |he  ppen  air. 

And  unto  better  fortune  doLtb  herfelf  prepare :  r 

i^XXVIL      -^  ^  -    ^ 

So  brave  returning,  with  his  brandiflat,  blade  * 
He  to  the.  Carle  hixnielf  again  addreft,  r" 

And  ftrook  at  him  fo  fternly,  that  he  made  ^ 

An  open  paiTage  tbrougli  his  riven  breafi:. 
That  half  the  ued  behind  his  back  did  reft: 
Which  drawing  back,  hie  looked  dlyermore    . 
When  the  heart  blood!  fhould  gu(h  QUt  o£  his  chc(t^' 
Or.jm  dead  corfe  (hould  fall  upon  the  Here  -, 

But  his  dead  corfe  upon  the.  flore  fell  nathemor? : 

xxxvjii.     

Ne  drop  of  blood  ap^ared^  Ihed  to  bpt    .  , 
AU  were  the  wound  fo  wide  and  wohderp^s, 
Thft  through  his  carcafs  one  migjbt  plainly  fee. 
Hal^  in  amaze  with  horror  hideous,      •  . 
Andl^alf  in  rage  to  be  deluded  thus,        ^      '" '\\ 
Again  Ithcpugh  both  the  fides  he  ftrook  •him  cjuight) 
That  made  nis  fpright  to  groan  full  picious :    . 
Yet  nathemore  forth  fled  his  groaning  fpright  j 

But  frclhly  as  at  firft,  prepared  himfelf  to  fight. 

XXXIX. 

Thereat  he  fmitt^  was  with  great  affright^ 
And  trembling;  terror  did  his  heart  appall : 
Ne  wift  he  wtot  to  think  of  that  fame  fight, 
Ne  what  to  fay,  ne  what  to  do  at  all : 
He  doubted,  left  it  were  fbme  magicall 
Illufion,  that  did  beguile  his  fenfe. 
Or  wandriog  ghoft,  that  wanted  funeral. 
Or  airy  fpirit  under  falfe  pretence. 

Or  helUih  fiend  rais*d  up  through  devilifli  fcience» 

X4 
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XL. 

•  •  •  ■  • 

His  wonder  far  exceeded  reafons  reach. 
That  he  began  to  doubt  his  dazled  flght. 
And  oft  of  error  did  himfelf  appeach: 
Flelh  without  blood,  a  pcrfon  without  fpright. 
Wounds  without  hurt,  a  body  without  might, 
That  could  do  harm,  yet  cotild  not  harmed  be. 
That  could  tiot  dye,  yet  fremM  a  mortal  wight. 
That  was  mod  ftrong  in  molt  Infirmity, 

Like  did  he  never  hear,  like  did  he  never  fee. 

XLL 

Awhile  he  ftood  in  this  aftortifhment ;  * 

Yet  would  he  not  for  all  his  great  difmay    - 

Give  over  to  effeft  his  firft  intent. 

And  th'utmoft  means  of  viftory  aflay. 

Or  th'utmoft  iflue  of  his  own  decay. 

JHis  own  good  fword  Mordure^  that  never  faiPd 

At  need,  till  now,  he  lightly  threw  away, 

•And  his  bright  Ihield  that  nought  him  now  avaifM» 

And  with  his  naked  hands  him  forcibly  aflail'd, 

XLII. 

.Twixt  his  two  mighty  arms  bim  up  he  fnatcht,  * 
And  crufht  his  carcafs  to  agatnft  his  breaft. 
That  the  difdainful  foul  he  thence  difpatcht^ 
And  th'idle  breath  ail  utterly  expreft : 
Tho  when  he  felt  him  dead,  adown  he  keft 
The  lumpifh  corfe  unto  the  fenfelefs  ground: 
Adown  he  keft  it  with  fo  puifTant  wreft. 
That  back  again  it  did  aloft  rebound. 

And  gavb  againft  his  mother  earth  a  groanfbl  found } 

XLIII. 

As  when  Jov^s  hamefs-bearing  bird  from  high 
Stoops  at  a  flying  Heron  with  proud  dildain. 
The  ftone  dead  quarry  falls  fo  forcibly^ 
That  it  rebounds  againft  the  lowly  plain, 
A  fecond  fall  redoubling  back  again. 
Then  thought  the  Prince  all  peril  fure  was  paft, 
,  And  that  he  v idler  only  did  remain ; 
No  fooner  thought,  than  that  th?  Carle  as  faft 

Gan  heap  huge  ftrokes  on  him,  as  ere  he  down  was  cafb. 
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xav: 

Nigh  his  wits  end  then  wox  th^iniazed  Knight; 
And  thought  hh  labour  loft  and  traviil  vain, 
Agsunft  this  lifelefs  ihadow-  b^  to  fight : 
Yet  life  he  faw^  and  ielt  his  mighty  main, 

^  That  whiles  he  manreird  ftilU  did  ftill  him  pain: 
Forthy  he.  *gan  fome  bther  ways  advife. 
How  to  take  life' from  that  dead  living  fwain. 
Whom  ftill  he  marked  frelhly  to  arife 

From  th'earth,  and  froiti  her  womb  new  fpirits  Co  reprife 

XLV. 

He  then  rememhred  wdl,  that  had  been  faid. 
How  th'earth  his  mother  was,  and  fitft  him  bore  i 
She  eke,  fo  often  as  his  life  decay'd. 
Did  life  with  ufury  to  him  reftore. 
And  rais'd  him  up  much  ftronger  than  befoce. 
So  foon  as  he  unto  her  womb  did  fall  ^ 
Therefore  to  ground  he  would  him  cti&  no  more, 
Ne  him  commit  to  grave  ttrreftrial. 

But  bear  him  far  from  hope  of  faccour  ufual. 

XLVL 

Tho  up  he  caught  him  twixt  his  puiflant  hands. 
And  having  icruz*d  out  of  his  carrion  corfe 
The  loathful  life,  now  loos'dfrom  liAful  bandsy 
Upon  his  ihoulders  carried  him  perforce 
Above  three  furlongs,  taking  his  full  courfe. 
Until  he  came  unto  a  ftanding  lake ; 
Him  thereinto  he  threw  without  remorfe, 
Ne  ftir'd,  till  hope  of  life  did  him  forfake ; 

So  end  of  that  Carles  days,  and  his  own  pains  did  make, 

XLVIL 

Which  when  thofe  wicked  Hags  from  far  d!d  fpy^  ^'    ! 
Like  two  mad  dogs  they  ran  about  the  lands  : 
And  th'one  of  them  with  dre^fui  yelling  cry,    • 
Throwing  away  her  broken  chains  and  bands. 
And  having  quencht  her  burning  fier-brands. 
Headlong  her  felf  did  caft  into  that  lake  •, 
But  Impotence  with  her  own  wilful  hands. 
One  of  Malegers  curfed  darts  did  take, 

So  hv'd  her  trembling  heart,  and  wicked  end  did  make 
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XLVIH- 
Thus  now  ftloae.  he  <enqmrof  rftMms  ;  ^ 
Tho  comHig  10  Hts  ft||itfe>:  tb^t  krpt  h^  fteed^ 
Thouehc  to  have  mowiKd :  bvc  his  fc^bk  Te;ins 
Him  failed  thereto^  ftod  forycd  hqc  I\m  n^^ 

Through  lofsof  blood*  ivftich  fromhia  Vpu^^ 4^  ^<^  bhed. 
That  1^  began  to  faiiil#  fuid  life  djscay ; 
But  hJA  good  Squire  )Usn  helpiqgi  up  with  fpeed. 
With  ftedfaii  haod  uopn  kU  horfe  ^4  ^Y^ 

And  led  htm  to  the  cuiUe  .by  tho  bqi«m  w^jf. 

XLIX. 

yrhere  marfy.groonis'aiKL'&^'u^is  fdidy' wera^ 
To  cake  him  from  bi^^ftoed  full  ta^dtAf^ 
And  eke  the  faireft  JUrni  flftet  him  there 
With  balm  and  wins^ftndcoftiy  ^toery^  ; . 
To  oom&rt  faim  in  hi»  infina^  ^ 
Eftfoons  fhe  caus'd  bimmp  to  ba<oovey Vi» 
And  of  his  amis  de^iod  dfily^ 
In  fumptuous  bddfte  made  faim  to  be  laid. 

And  all  the  while  his  ^rounds  wert  dxeOiag»  by  him  fiaid^ 


•  •  •       ' 

>  • 

C  A:if  X  O    XIL 

Guy  on  ly  Palmer  J  governance^ 
Pafftng  through  perils  greaty 
JDoib  overthrow  the  Bowre  of  Blifst 

Afd  Acrafic  defeat* 

I. 

NOW  *gins  that  goodly  frame  of  tcinperanc^ 
Fairly  to  rife^  and  her  adorned  h^ 
To  prick  of  bigheft  pmife  forth  to  advance. 
Formerly  grounded,  and  fall  fetteled 
On  firm  foundation  of  true  bountihed  i 
And  this  brave  Knighti  that  for  this  vertue  fights. 
Now  comes  to  point  of  that  fame  perilous  fled. 
Where  pieafure  dwells  in  fenfual  delights^ 
Mongltthoufanddangers^andtenthQuiandmagickmightSt 
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Two  days  ivi#  tetlAfclai  Ii«  Aifed  }its»   '  —       ' 

Ne  ever  land  Mteld»  no  living  yAgjku 
Ne  ought  fkn  fMUHtVl  aa  be  did  fsafs :     V     i 
Tho  whm 4ppcsrQchtke  chird.iMvr^  br^t   .      • 
jUpon  the  waves  t6  ibreid  her  trembling  iigbt»    *  r 
An  hideoQS^  foicbig  iar  wtky  tfcey  hem^  i 

That  allcChetr  ro«Aai61kd  widi  afiHgbt^ 
And  ftra^t.ttiejri  fawr  the  in^ajg  fiu^ges  reard 

Up  to  tbeawoB  tii4titkc»t  of  drowning  n)aik:«fiekrd*^  T 

IIL 

$aid  then  thiAaimdif,  Palmer  (feer  is-^he,  > 

And  keep  an  ^roa  courfe-)  for  yondar  waf         .  «, 

We  qedds  hukftfafa  (God  do  itf  tvell  adqu^bt)  >  : 

Tlmtlsi  the  ii«^-4^.  G^eki^ji^/;  thef  &^^ 

That  deep  eogorgtth  aU.this  imektes  prey  i 

Which  kavdg  iMhm'd  up  exceffiwly^  \  i  > 

He  foon  in  vpntt  tip-agiin  doiii  lay^ 

And  belchetk:£bi*i^  Jbft  AipeiSuitjr^; 

That  alitbc  feaiifar  fear  do  reem  aMy  lo  fly«  :    > 

IV;/ 

pn  th'other  fidetmlhideous  i«ck7h  p!gfclt/  '  ' ;:  .  ' 
Of  mighty  Mag^^&Qos^  whoft  dn^gy  clift 
Depeiidiflg^tenriM  iU^h,  dreadfifl  to  fi^ht^ 
Over  the' vFaveS' fail  Tiigged  arm$  doth  litt» 
And  tfareaeaiechrddifn  to  thtow  l^is  ragged  tift 
On  whofo  CQtn^tif^  i:  yet  m^  it  draws 
AH  paii^figenr  tlf  at!  none  from  it -can  flkift : 
For  whiles  they  Ayf  jcbat  gul&  dfevourfa^  jaWs, 

They  on  this  ]3od(.;aff  nem,  aodivnk  in  heiplefs  vawi^ 

Forward  they  p^  ^tnd  ftrongly  he  ijstoi  rowsy 
Until  tbey  nigh  unto  that  gulf  arrive^ 
Where  ((ream  more  violent  and  greedy  grows  3 
Then  he  with  ail  hia  puifianos  doch  ftrive 
To  ftrikie  i|i$  oars,! and  mightily  doth  drive      .     ' 
The  holbw  veflfel  thtough  the  threatful  wavei; 
Which  gaping  .wide  to  Iwallow  them  alive 
In  th'huge  abyfs  of  hts  engulfing  grave, 

Pothioaif  at  tbuBV  )av:aiQ>  And  with  great  terrour  rave*^ 


They  pafling  by,  that  gricfly  m^ttdtf'tfid  fee,:    •  \  -    . 
Sucking  the  feas  into  his  entrails^  cteofl,- 
That  feent'd  more  horrible  than  hell  to  be. 
Or  that  dark  dreadful  hok  of ^^Mr^itecp^ 
Thrcffgh  which  the  damned  ghofts  doeii  often  crp^ 
Back  to  the  world,  bad  livers  to  tonnent: 
But  nought  that  falls  into  thistdii^l  deep,^     '  .• . 
Ne  that  approachqdi  nigh  the  wide  defcent^ 

May  back^return,  butis^ondemiiedco  b&dreou.  ^:  .  .* 

VII. 

On  th'othcr  fide,'  diey  faw  that  pertous  rikk^  '    ^. 

Tbreatningicfelf  on  them  to-raiMte,    :.  ; 
On  whofe  iharp  diftd  the  ribs  of  refftls  bnbkev 
And  fhiver'd  ihips: which  had  >bisipn'wrecki0d  latc^ 
Yet  ftuck  with  cai^cafles  exaninhacQ     .      . 
Of  fuch,  a&  ha?94%  aii  their  fubftmice^eni^  ii :  r  < ' 
In  wanton  joys,  and'tufts  inteflsptfrMe^ 
Did  afterwards  md^e  ihip wreck  vtcxknt  ^^ 

Both  of  their  life  asid  fame  for  erer  fanhf  bhtit^ ; » :    • 

vin. 

Fortby  this  hight  75&fr/&i*^/  vifeii^M^, 
A  dangerous  and  detdtable  plaoe,  * 

To  which  nor  filh  nor  fowl  did  ocior approach,  ; 
But  yeiliog  MeaWs,  with  Seagolh^iio^fe  and*  balcV 
And  Cormoyrants^  with  birds  of  havenous  race,    ^ 
Which  ftill  fate  waiting  on  that  waftdbt  dtft. 
For  fpoil  of  wretches,  whofe  utihapjpy  caie. 
After  loft  credit  and  confumed  chriic^ 

At  laft  them  driving  hath  to  this  dbfptdrfui  driftu        . 

1X4 

The  Palmer,  feeing  them  in  fafety  paft. 
Thus  faid ;  Behold  th'enfampl^  in  iDur  figbts 
Of  luftful  luxury  and  thriftlefs  waufte  : 
What  now  is  left  of  miferable  wights. 
Which  fpent  their  loofers  days  in  icw'd  deUghtt, 
3ut  ijiame  and  iad  reproach,  here  to  be  read, 
By  thefe  rent  reliques,  fpeaking  their  ill  plights  ? 
Let  all  that  live,  hereby  be  counfeiled,  ' 

To  ffauD  Rock  of  Rifrmcb^  and  it  as  doish  ta  diead.   ' '  i 
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X. 

So  forth  they  mwedrand  that  Ferrymm 
With  his  ftiff  oars  did  brufli  the  fea  fo  ftnong*. 
That  the  hoare  waters  from  his  frigot  ran. 
And  the  light  bubbles  danced  all  along, 
Whiits  the  fait  brine  out  of  the  ttiltows  fprbng^ . 
At  laft  far  off  they  many  iflands  fpy. 
On  every  fide  floating  the  floods  emong : 

'    Then  faid  theKdighc,  Lo,  Ithe  land  defcry ; 

Therefore  old  ^ire,  thy  owrfe  do  thereunto  apply* 

XI. 

That  may  not  be^  find  then  the  Terrynmn. 
Left  we  unweenng  hap  to  bcf  fordone : 
For  thofe  (ame.  iflands,  ieeming  now  and  then^ 
Are  not  firm  land,  nor  any  ceitain  wonne, 
Btit  ftraggling  plots ;  which  to  and  fro  do  rone 
In  die  wide  waters:  therefore  are  they  hight 
The  JVandring  glands.    Therefore  do  them  flione  \ 
For  they  have  oft  drawn  many  a  wondring  wighc 

In^'moft  deadly  danger  and  diihtfled  plight.  . 

XII. 

Yet  well  they  feem  to  bim^  that  far  doth  view. 
Both  fair  and  fruitful,  and  the  ground  diflpred 
With  grafiy  green  of  delegable  hue. 
And  the  tall  trees  with  leaves  apparelled. 
Are  deckt  with  bloOKxms  dy'd  in  white  and  red»  . 
That  mote  the  pai^gers  thereto  allure  4 
But  whofoever  once  hath  faftened 
His  foot  thereon^  may  never  it  recure 

fiat  5^andreth  everniore  uncertain  and  unfure.   . 

XIIL 

As  th*Ifle  of  Bilos^  whylome  men  rqM>rt 
Amid  th'  jEgean  fea  long  time,  did  ftray, 
N^  made  for  fluppSng  any  ceruin  port» 
Till  that  LaioM  traV'elling  that  .way, 
Flyii^  from  Jmos  ymth  and  hacd  afiay« 
Of  her  fair  tyf'iM  waa  theie  dsliveittl. 
Which  afterwarda  did  Iraki  tha  nigh(<and  day;..  A 


Thenceforth^it  ficml^.was.«ll!ab}imedt.;<' 
Aad  fyt  Jffoiks  haomr  highijl  teoia^;      . :  :j  &i  }i\  //; 
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xiy. 

They  to  him  hearketl^  tt  befi^enuith  flMMk 
And  pfils  on  forwardc  ib  tbtir  wty^ doealy^ 
That  one.  of  tbofe  fame  iilaadfwhiehidofioet  *      I 
In  the  wide  f^  they  needirniuft  ^aCte  by^ 
Wh^pfa  feem'd  fo  f#ect  and  pleafuit  to  die  eye* 
That  it  would  tecnpc  a  man  to  touchcn  thenei.  .  j 
Upon  the  bank  tbe/vfitcing  d^dicfpy 
A  dainty  Danutel  drcfling  of  Jier  hair^ 

By  whoai  a  little  skxppot  floating^ did^appear^    .        i 

She  them  efpyiogi  loud  to  thenfi  "gah  call^ 
Bidding  them  nigher^drawHintb  the  {hore^ 
For  fbe  bad  caufe  to  bufie  ih/em  witbaU^ 
And  therewith  loudly  laught ;  But  nathemoft 
Would  they  oiice  tum^  but  kepc  on  as  afbiCi 
Which  when  (he.  faw,  ihe  left  her  locks  undig^ 
And  running  to  her  boat  wkhouten  oare, 
Fxom  the  departing  land  it  launched  lights 

And  after  them  did  dnirc.  with  all  ^  pqvm  and  mldib 

XVL 

Whom  overtaking^  Ibe- in  jnerry  fijrt 
Them  'gan.  to  boards  and  puiipofe  dilterflyt 
Now  feigning  dalliance  ana  wanton  fport,. 
Now  throwing  forth  lewd  words  imnKxkftly  t 
Till,  that  the  Palmer  ?g^b  full  bittxirly 
Her  to  rebuke,  for  being  loofe  and  U^t  t 
Which  not  abiding^  but  more,  fennifmly 
Scoffing  at  him,  that  did  her  juftly  wtte. 

She  turn'dher  boacaboot,  and  from  tkem  roHted  ifuiiei 

XVIL 

That  was  the  Waotpn  Pbsdriu^  which  late 
Did  ferry  bim  ovm*  thtldU  Lake^: 
Whom  nought ^(^ardiag,  theylniton  their  gate^ 

And  all  her  vain  ^Ittrementadidiforfake^ 

When  thetfv  the  wary  boatman  thus  befpakQj 
Here  now  beborach  M  well  tsa  avifey  * ' 

And. of  bur  h^f  ffpad  heed  4idj  take  t  -    [  - 
For  here  before  a  pilous  pa^tfgeili^^^  .....    ; 

Where  many  McMuddi  It^mit^  mAidg  M§fi  oietocfieti 


xvm. 

And  a  whirlepool  of  hidden  jjoopardy  : 
Therefore,  StvPaimer^  ktep  an  c^eji  handi 
For  *twixc  them  both  the  narrow  way  doth  Jye^  . . . 
Scarce  had  hie  Atid,  when  hard  at  band  they  C^ff 
That  qutckfond*  ni^  with  waoer  coirered ; 
But  bjr  the  checked  wavie  they  did  defcry 
It  plain^  and  by  the  fea  difcoloui^d : 

It  called  waa  the  quickrMd  of  l^ujkriftyied^ 

XIX. 

They  pafling  by^  a  goodly  fliip  4iAfeCf     ' 
Laden  from  far  with  pteciou^  merchandize^    . 
And  bravel3r  furnilhed^  as  fliip  might  bc^ 
Which  thEHEiQgh  great  difaveotwe,  or  mifprize* 
Her  fclf  had: run  into  that  bazardize  f 
Whole  mariners  and  merchants  with  much  toil^ 
Laboured  tn  vain  to  have  reoour.'d  their  prize^       ^ 
And  the  rich  Wares  to  fave  from  pit«oas  fpoil  t 

BiH  neither  toyl  nor  travel  might  her  back  reo^ 

On  th^other  fitfe  they  fee  that  per^w  pooI» 
That  called  was  the  tVbirlfctd  of  Hec^^ 

In  which  full  many  bad  wkh  luplefs  dool 
Been  funk^  <^  whom  no  memory  did  ftay •: 
Whofe  circled  waters  wrapt  wick  whirling  fan^^ 
Like  to  a  Tefttefs  wheel,  ftill  raning  round,  ' 

Dkl  covet,  as  «f  hey  paflfed  by  thac  way^       ^ 
To  draw  their  boat  within  the  utmoft  bound 

Of  his  wide  'LabjrinA^  and  then  to  have  the<li  drown*4r 

XXL 

Bat  th'hetdful  boatman  ftrongly- forth  did  flreurb 
His  brawny  arms  and  all  his  b6dy  ftrain. 
That  th'utmioft  £indy  bfeach,  they  fbortly  feoch^ 
Whiles  the  dread  danger  does  behind  remain,       ^ 
Suddain  they'  fee,  from  midft'  <)f  all  the  main,   * 
The  furging  wacety  like^i  mountaiivrife^  :  ^v^w  u. . 
And  thc^gveatnAsa  puft  up. w4ch  proud* difdalh^  '^<  ' 
To  fwell  abo4tfiih«  meaitife  of  his  g^te>  ^  j^  >  : .. 

As  threatniiif  to:dMBi^ur-aU:thab.h»S{9Qfiif^^  > 
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xxir. 

The  waves  come  rolling,  and  the  bilkhies  txiar 

Oucrageouflyt  as  they  enraged  were ; 

Or  wrathful  Neptune  did  cbem  driye  before 

His  whirling  charet,  for  exceeding  fear: 

For  not  one  puff  of  wind  there  did  ^pcar» 

That  all  the  three  thereat  wax  much  afraid, . 

Unweeting  what  fuch  horrour  ftrange  did  rear. 

Eftfoons  they  faw  an  hideous  hoft  array'd 
Of  huge  fea-monfters,  fuch  as  living  ienlp  difmayd* 

xxm. 

Moft  ugly  fhapesy  ind  horrible  afpe<fts. 
Such  as  Dame  Nature  felf  mote  fear  to  iee. 
Or  (hame,  that  ev^r  fhould  f6  foul  defe&a  - 
Frotn  her  moft  cunning  hand  efcaped  be; 
AH  dreadful  pourtraidb  of  deformity : 
Spring*headed  Hydras^  and  Sea-  (houldring  Whales, 
Great  whirl-pools,  wbich  all  Qlhcs  make  to  flee. 
Bright  Scolopendras^  arm'd  with  filver  fcales. 

Mighty Jkfciw^flr^^/,.  with  immeafpr'd.t^yls, 

xxiy. 

The  dreadful  fifh  that  hath  deferv'd  the  name 

Of  death,  and  like  him  looks  in  dreadful  hue. 

The  griefly  IVajferman^  that  makes  his  game 

The  flying  fhips  with  fwiftnefs  to  purfue. 

The. horrible  Sea-Satyr  that  doth  Ihew 

His  fea];ful  face  in  time  of  greateft  ftorm. 

Huge  Ziffiusy  whom  mariners  efchew 

No  lefs  than  rocks  (as  travellers  inform) 
And  greedy  Rofmarines  with  vifages  deform.    .  t 

XXV. 
All  thefe,  and  thoufand  thoulands  cmny"  more. 

And  more  deformed  monfters  thoufand  fold. 

With  dreadful  noife,  and  hollow  rumbling  rore. 

Came  ruihing  in  the  foamy  waves  entold, 

WhiQhicjemM  to  fly  for  fear  them  to  behold  c 

Ne  wonder  if  thefe  did  the  Knight  appal ; 

For  ^U  chat  here  on  earth  we  dip^adfui  hold. 

Be  but  as  Jm^s  to.fearen  baboi  withai^ .  • 
Compaced  to  flH».«e«;itf»i  in  the  teenti^. 
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Fear  nought,  then  £dd  the  Pal  mci"  well  avis^d; 
For  tfatie  fame  nnionfters  are  not  thefe  indeed^ 
But  are  into  thefe  fearftil  fhapes  difguis'd 
By  that  fame  wicked  Witch,  to  work  us  dreed. 
And  draw  from  on  this  journey  to  pocced. 
Tho  lifting  up  his  vertuous  ftafF  on  high 
He  iinote  the  fea,  which  calmed  was  with  fpeed. 
And  all  that  dreadful  afmj^fafl:  'gan  fly 

Into  great  Tefiys  bofom,  where  they  hidden  He; 

XXVII. 

Quit  from  that  dangef,  forth  their  courfe  they  kept  i    * 
And  as  they  went  they  heard  a  rueful  cry 
Of  one  that  waiPd  and  pitifully  wept. 
That  through  the  fea  refounding  plaints  did  fly  i 
At  li&  they  in  an  ifland  did  efpy 
A  fcemly  Maiden  fitting  by  the  ihore. 
That  with  great  forrow,  and  fad  agony. 
Seemed  fome  great  misfortune  to  deplore,  .  j 

And  loud  to  them  for  fuccour  called  evermore. 

XXVIII. 

Which  Guy(m  hearing,  (iraight  his  Palmer  bade 
To  fteer  the  boat  toward  that  doleful  Maid, 
That  he  might  know,  and  eafe  hef  forrow  fad : 
Who  him  aviiflng  better,  Co  him  faid ; 
Fair  Sir,  be  not  difpleasM,  if  difobeyM : 
For  ill  it  were  to  hearken  to  her  cry  \ 
For  fhe  is  inly  nothing  ill  appay'd, 
^ut  only  womantfh  fine  forgery. 

Your  ftubborn  heart  t'afie^b  with  frail  infirmity. 

XXIX. 

To  which  when  Ihe  your  courage  hath  inclin'd 
Through  foolifh  pity,  then  her  guileful  bait. 
She  wiu  cmbofom  deeper  in  your  mind. 
And  for  your  ruin  at  the  laft  await. 
The  Knight  was  ruled,  and  the  Boatman  ftraic 
Held  on  bia;  courfe  with  ftayed  ftedfaftnefs, 
Ne  never  fbrunk,  ne  never  fought  to  bait 
His  tired  arms  for  toilfome  wearinefs. 
But  witli'Kii  oars  did  fwcep  the  watry  wildernef^* 
Vou  1.  Y 
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XXX. 

And  now  thty  ntgK  approached  to  the  fted,.  . 

Whereas  choie  merniaids  dwelt :  it  was  a  fiUl 
And  calmv  bay,  on  th'onc  fide  ihelcered 
With  the  oroad  ihadow  of  an  hoary  bill^ 
On  th'other  fide  an  high  rock  ^^owred  ft  ill » 
That  *twixt  them  hoth  a  pleafant  port  they  inad<v 
And  did  like  an  half  theatre  fulfil : 
There  thofe  five  CAers  bad  continual  trade^ 

And  us'd  to  bathe  thesnfelves  in  (hat  dficeitfui  flude. 

XXXI. 

They  were  fair  Ladies  till  they  fondly  ftriv'd 
With  th* HeUcomau  maids  for  maiftery  ^ 
Of  whom  they  overcomcn,  were  deprived 
Oi  their  proua  beauty»  and  tb'one  moiety 
Transformed  to  fiih,  for  their  bold  furque^ry  i 
But  th'upper  half  their  hue  rjetaiDed  ftill. 
And  their  fweet  fkill  in  wonted  melody  j 
Which  ever  after  they  abused  to  illf 

T'allure  weak  travellers,  whom  gotten  tb^y  ^iA  kil)* 

XXXU. 

So  now  to  Ci^oUy  as  he  pafiTed  by,^ 

Their  pleafant  tunes  they  fweejy  tbu9^a|^ly*d  % 
O  thpu  fair  Son  of  gentle  Faery, 
That  art  in  mighty  arms  nioft  snagoify'd 
Above  all  Knights  that.ev^r  battle  ti?y'd» 
O  turn  thy  rudder  hithef ward  awhile : 
Here  mav  thy  fl:orn>beat  veficl  fatdly  ride  : 
This  is  the  port  of  reft;  frorai  troublous  t#il^ 

The  worlds  fweet  inn,  from  pgin  and  vsm^Qm^  tunnoiI% 

XXXIIL 

,With  that^  the  rolling  fea  refoy^idJ^  fi)ft» 
In  his  big  bafe  them  fitly  anfwesed. 
And  on  the  rock  the  waves  bre^ng  alpft^ 
A  folemn  mean  unto  them  m(eafiyea^  . 
The  whiles  fwc^  ZepJbgrm  loud  wlyftel^d 
His  treble,,  a  ftrange  kind  of  harnioo^^  , 
Which  GigrwM  ienfcs  foftly  tick«lsd,,     •   .  - 
And  he  the  boatman  b^dc  rqw.  ea^ly,  r 

And  1«  him  ^ar  icwie  part  of  iim  Wfft  mflo^ 
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.  XXXIV.      ..        ,      .      ,  ., 

But  him  the  Palmer  from  thatvanltf;  

With  temperate  advice  difcounfeHcd,   . 
That  they  It  paft,  and  fhortly  'gan  derti^'y.  ;, 

The  land,  to  which  their  courfe  they  ic^qlKd ')     ' 
When  fuddainfy  a  grofs  fog  cverlprcd    -  ^ 

With  his  dull  vapour  all. that  delert  his,    '  f: 

And  heavens  chearfuH  face  enveloped;  ]'  '     \     ^ 
That  all  thfngs  one,  ahd  one  as  nothirig'  was,      '    -^ 

And  this  gteit  univcrfe  feem*d  one  confiifed  niafs; 

.    jXXXV.  •    .  _ 

Thereat  they  greltly -Were  difmayM;  'ni*\(rift      '  *  ^   ' 
How  to  dlteft  thclf  Way  in  darknefs  wide,  '  [     *  ' 
But  fear'd  to  iiiranrfeif  In  that  wafteftil  mift,'  * 
For  tumbling  inti6;*mftfcl\ifef  uncfpy*d.  \  '  , 

Worfeis  the  dangtr  Ridden,  than  deftryM. 
Suddatf^an  innuni&aWe  flight 
Of  harmful  fbWl?,  ibout  them  fluttering,  e:ryM,  ' 
And  with  their  Wrcked 'Wings  them  6ft  did  fmight^ 

And  fore  ihnoycd,  girbpJng  ift  that  grlfefly  higlit. 

Even  all  the- nation'if.tJhfbrtdrtate'     .'    ' 
And  fatal  knrdi  iboutthfcm  fiockbd  tyere. 
Such  as  by  nature  rtieii  labhor  and  hate. 
TheiH-^facM  Owl,  deaths  dreadful  tnelTcnger, 
The  hoirfc  Night-Raviin,  trxirhp  of  doleful  drerCiJ 
The  leather- winged  Bat,  dayii  enemv. 
The  hiefiil  Strfich,  ftill  waiting  on  the  bier. 
The  Whiftler  flirttl,  that  whofo  hears,  doth  dye. 

The  hcHHh  Harjiies,  prophets  of  fad  delliriy. 

All  thofci  and aH'tliat  elfe  does hof rbur  breed, ^  '.'  ' 
About  them^  flew,  and  filPd  their  fails  with  fear:  f 
Yet  ftald  they  not,  but  forward  did  proceed, 
Whffcs th'bne  didrow,  and  th'other ftifly  |Jear j  - 
Till  that  at  laft  the  Wc^ttifer  'gin  to  clear,  '\  ;. 
And  the  hn  la;id  it  felf  did  plainly  fliow^  "  ^ 
Sai^theh  the  Palmer,  Lo  where  does  appear  .  * 
The  lacred  foil,  where  all  pur  perits'jgrpx?,^.* ^ ,    ^\  ^ 

Therefore,  Sir  Kiright,  your  ready  arhis  ab'outyou  diroW^ 
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XXXVIII. 

He  hearkned,  and  his  arms  about  him  took. 
The  whiles  the  nimble  boat  fo  well  her  fpcd. 
That  with  her  crooked  ketl  the  laynd  fhe  ftrook, 
Theiv  forth  the  noble  Guyon  falliedt 
And  his  fage  Palmer  that  him  governed ; 
But  th'other  by  his  boat  behind  did  ftay. 
They  mafched  fairly  forth,  of  nought  ydred. 
Both  firmly  arm'd  for  every  hard  aflay^ 

With  conftancy  and  care,  *gainft  dangpr  and  diimay^   • 

XXXIX. 

Ere  long  they  heard  an  hideous  bellowing 
Of  many  beads,  that  roar'd  outrageoufly^ 
As  if  that  hungers  point,  or  Vomits  fting 
Had  them  enraged  with  feU  iiiniuedry ; 
Yet  nought  they  fear'd,  but  paft  on  hardily^ 
Until  they  came  in  view  of  uiofe  wild  facafts  ; 
Who  all  atoncc  gaping  fuB  greedily. 
And  rearing  fiercely  their  upftariog  crefts, 

R«n  towards  to  devour  t^ofe  unfxpefied  guefis. 

XL*' 

But  foon  as  they  approficht  wjxh  deadly  threat  -  - 
The  Palmer  over  them  his  itaflf  upheld. 
His  mighty  fta|F>  that  could  all  channs  defeat : 
Eftfoons  their  ftubbom  ccmrages  were  qucU'd, 
And  high  advanced  crefts  down  meekly  fell'd : 
f  nftead  of  frayijpg,  they  themfeives  did  fear. 
And  trembled^  as  them  pacing  they  bebeld^ 
Such,  wondrous  powre  did  in  that  ftaff  appear^ 

All  tnonfters  to  fubdue  to  him  that  did  it  bear.- 

XU. 

Of  that  fame  wood  it  fram'd  was  cunningly 
Of.  which  Caiiuceus  why  lomC'  was  made  & 
Caduceus  the  rod  of  Mercury^ 
With  which  he  wonts  the  Sfygian  realms  inyadCa* 
Through  ghaRly  horrour,  and  eternal  4iade  ^ 
Th^infemal  fiends  with  it.  he  can  afluage. 
And firciis  tame,  whom  nothing,  can  perfuad^ 
And  rule  the  Furies.^  when  they  imoft  do  rage : 

i^uch.  vertuc  in  hi^.ftaflf  had  eke  this  Palnper  %e^ 

L     1 
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XLII, 

Thence  pkfl&g  forth,  they  fhorcly  do  arrive  ' 
Wherets  the  Before  rf  BHfs  was  fituate ;         ' 
A -place  ptckt  out  by  choice  of  beft  alive^ 
That  natures  work  by  art  can  imitate  : 
In  which  whatever  in  this  worldly  ftate    '  ": 

Is  fweet  and  pleafing  unto  living  fenfe. 
Or  that  may  dainteft  fantaGe  aegrate-. 
Was  poured  forth  with  plentifuTdifpence^  ^ 

And  made  there  to  aboand  with  laviflx  affluence* 

XLIII, 

Goodly  it  was  enclofed  round  about. 

As  well  their  entrdd  guefts  to  keep  wlthih, 
As  thoie  unruly  beam  to  hold  without  \         '     / 
Yet  was  the  fence  thereof  but  weak  and  thin : 
Nought  feared  they  force,  that  fortSage  to  win. 
But  ^iiitoms  powre«  and  temperances  mighty 
By  wiiich  the  mightieft  things  efforced  bin  : 
And  ^e  the  ^te  was  wrought  of  Ibbftanct.  light, 

father  for  plealure,  than  for  battert  or  fight.    *         '  "• 

XLIV. 

It  framed  was  ci  precious  Ivory, 
That  feemM  a  work  of  admirable  wtt  i  ^ 
And  therein  all  the  £imous  hiftory 
Of  ^4/^  and  iklinArif  was  ywrit  s 
Her  mighty  charms,  her  furious  loving  fit^ 
His  ^dodly  conqueft  of  the  j^lden  fleece. 
His  talied  faith,  and  love  too  Kghtly  flit,        ^ 
The  wood^ned  Arg^  which  in  venturous  piece 

Firft  through  the  timm  leas  bore  all  the  flowre  oi Greece. 

XLV. 

Ye  miffht  km  fee*  the  frothy  billows  ftf 
Uncfer  tlie  fhip  at  thorough  them  ihe  went» 
That  feemM  the  waves  were  into  Ivory, 
Or  Ivory  into  the  waves  were  fent ; 
And  othcm^i^  chefnovy  Aibftance  f)>rent,  - 
With  vermeil  like  the  boys  Mood  therein  fhed» 
A  piteous  fpedacle  did  reprefent : 
And  otherwhiles  with  gold  befprinkeled. 

It  feem*d  th'enchaumcd  flame,  which  d^  Qreufa  wed., 

y  3 
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XI4VI. 

All  this,  aodfl^prp'nught  in  that  goodly  gpffi^' 
Be  read ;  tWt  ^vcr  open  ftood  to  allt 
Which  thitbi^r  came.  :^  butio  thepoorh  thor^^te 
A  comely  p^rioD^ge  of  ftature  tally        '  :. 
And  femblarjce  pleafing^  ipore  than  (iat3urM» : 
That  travericrs.V^o  him  feem'd  to  cntife  1 
His  loofer  garqpent  to  the;  grounc)  fiid  fflU.    : 
And  flew  abpu?  his  hcel§  ii\wan(on  vjfi?^    .  : 

Not  fit  fiQi:.wwdtej)acf!,  oc  ipaivlyiexQrciie.  1  . 
XLV^.; 

They  in  that  place  hitq  Gcftw  di4  cal} : 
Not  that  celcftial' pofrre,  to  whom  the  (;ye 

Of  life,  aa4g?p€ratipn.,of^all' 
That  Jivf ^  pertain^,  iq  charge  particu}av« 
Who  W9n|dro^.^V^  f  oacer^ing  our  w<;}f9re» 
And  fiwfgfi  jpfi^tops  4<>th  jet  u&  oft  fon^e^ 
And  oh\^(i  fCCfet  ill  bids  us  )>cwar^ : 
Th4t:  i^  qu(  feiifi  whom  though  we  da  opt  Uck 
Yet  each  dqtiv  in^I^ioifelf  it  well  perceive  tp  ^i  r 

:*  -  '   '  XLy«i,: 

Therefore  a  God  him  fage  aattqiaity     .  .         '  ^ 
Didwifdyjiif)je,an|dgftp4^  : 

But  this  fame  w^  tq  that  qH}<P  <rOncraf]r>  . 
The  foe  of  life,  that  goo4  Qpyies  co  fUf: 
That  rccnK4y4ot^'usprt)ciwe,|9riay,,     .      \' 
Throuj^h ^i2il^i4 femblaiv^,:9^ji^  he^fx^kiei-us fce« 
He  otthis.aaj^n  h^.^U;gcpr«nai,    :  . .   . . 
And  plc9Jiw$^.p^^      wasi  4^)H^'d  to  bcfir.     * 

Holding  a  ft^ff  in'  hftnd  for  ppc^^oOP^^e, . . . 
XLH{4 

.With  diverfe^  A<wres'  he  d^tily'W|»  4tfkXm 
And  ftrowe^  tfipnd  abouti  >«»*  ki  i^s  fido    . 
A  nrightj^  J4?»cr  bowj  gfiwwo.v^  Ifet^. 
As  if  it  had  to  him  been  iaccify'd^-b  v  ^  • 
Whcrcwitfevfll' ncw-coinc  «id^  he  0Ctti(yUi 
So  did  fafi  pke  Sir  Gigrf^  p^^ng  bgii  ;     . 
But  be  his  idle  cource(\e  4cftf^d< 
And  overtlreftt.l^^  boi^Ldi^Ull^iuUy ; 

And  brs4^%hi^  (MPs  with  iwhH^  tw  clwnncd&tflhlam^.O^^ 


» 
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Thus  being  entre(V  lb*y  bl^hold  ihMiii  *  - 

A  large  and  f^aCioul  pltkni  on  e^^eiy  fide 
StrOWttd  ^li*  fi^hnOCi  whofe  fair  grafly  ground 
Mantled^nridi  gfeeA^  abd  good}/  bbauttfide 
With  aththe  ornaments  of  Floras  pride. 
Wherewith  her  motfter  art, ,  as  hahf  in  feom 
Of  niggard  nature^  like  a  pompous  bride     -  ^ 

Did  decl^  her,  and  too  laviihly  ddom. 

When  forth  froqivitiglnbov^  (he comes ifi  th*ear]ynlorii«' 

Li. 

Therewith  de  Heairens  always  jovial,  ' 
Lookt  on  them  lovely,  ftill  in  i^ettfaft  ftate; 
Na  lodged  fl^m  Aor^  (loft  on  them  to  lalU  *  ^ 

Their  tender  bud^  or  leavfcs  to  violate, 
Nof  fcorphing  heat  nor  C6ld4nt^]pe)^c     *    .      '. 
T'afflict  the  creattfWs- Which  ttterein  did  tlwiM,        '- 
But  the  mild  air  with  ^aibn  moderate         ' 
Gently  attempted,  "Atid^tfposM  lb  welf, 

11iatftillitbi«athedfon^iWeetrpiritand  WholefomefmettJ 

More  fweet  and  whollefehife,  ^an  fhi^^drfSnt  hiu 
Of  Rb^d&piy  on  Which  the  Nymph  th^t  bore 
A  giant  babel  herfelf  for  grief  did:  iKltv  :        "^\ 
Or  the  «1rheflllian  tmpe^  wherfc  «rf  y<»6       • 
Fair  Daphne^  Pbabm  heart  with  mt  did  gore  %    '  \ 
Or  /if,  where  the  Gods  lar'd  to  Wpair.  '  \ 

Whenflver  they  theif  heavenly  b6Wres  forlore ; 
Or  fweet  Pam^e^  the  haunt  of  Miifes  fair;  • 

Or  Eden  iaUv  if  ought  with  Eden  mote  compare. 

LIII. 

Much  wohdred  Gicfm  at  the  fair  afpeft 
Of  that  fweet  <place,  yet  fuSred  no  delight 
To  fink  into  his  ^i)it^  nor  mind  affeft. 
But  paiTed  forth,  and  lookt  fttii  forward  right  t 
Bridling  hid  will)  and  maiftering  his  might : 
Till  that  he  oame  unto  another  gate,  ^ 

No  gate,  but  like  one,  being  goodly  dig^t 
With  boughs  and  branches,  which  did  broad  dilate 

Their  clafptng  armS)  in  wanton  wreathiogs  intrieatCt 

Y4 
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Liy. 

So  falhioned  a  porch  with  rare  dei4ce» 
Archt  over  tesjd  with  aq  ^aibradng  viiic> 
V^ofe  jbunches  banging  down»  fe«fn*d  to  entice 
Ail  paflers  by,  to  ufte  their  lu(hiott$  wine. 
And  did  theaifelyes  into  their  hands  eoc^M*  . 
As  freely  offiring  to  be^thered : 
Some  deep  empurpled  aa  (he  Hya€in^^ 
Some  as  the  rybine,  laughing  fweeily  red, 

^Mp^  like  fair  emerauds,  not  yet  well  ripenocL 

LV. 

And  them  amongft^  fome  were.of  .bumiiht  fpUt 
So  made  by  art  to  beautify  the  reft. 
Which  did  thffifelves  .eoK>i^  the  leaves  enfold^ 
Vis  lurking  from  th^  v^ew  orcovetous  gucftt 
That  the  wc^k  boughs  with  fo  rich  lo^  oppreflE» 
Did  bow  a^P^Ot  .^  over^boidftoc^. 
Under  that  porch  a  comely  Ptoie  did  reft. 
Clad  in  fair  weeds,  byt  fouldiCordefedf 

4[p4 garments  Ippfe,  that feenE>*d unmeet^  womwhed. 

LVL 

Jn  her;{dt  hand>^  ctip  of  gold  ihe  held« 
And  w)th  her  right  the  riper  fruit  did.  rt»3x^   < 
Whofe  fappy  liqpor  that  with  fqli^eis  fwell'd* 
Into  her  cup  Ihe  fcruz'd,  with  dwi^y  bpeacli 
Of  her  .^M  fingeni,  without  foyl  empeach,    ' 
That  fo  ifair  wiqerprefs,  made  the  wine  more  ivrec  9 
Thereof  ihe  us'd  to  give  to  drink  to  eapb, 
Whom  paffing  by  (he  happened  tq  meet : 

It  was  bef  guiic,  all  ftRAgers  goodly  fa  WLgrpefc 

LVII. 

So  (he  to  Guyon  ofl^  it  to  u(i:e  \ 
Who  taking  it  out  of  her  tendf  r  hondt 
The  cup  to  ground  did  viqjpntly  caft, 
Th^  all  in  pieces  it  was  broken  fpnd. 
And  with  the  liquor  (laiqed  ^1  the  iond  <  i^ 

Whereat  £;irr(/j  exceedingly  was  wroth. 
Yet  no'te  f he  fame  amend,  ne  yet  ^)(bftond, 
B^t  fu(Frcd  him  co  pafs,  all  were  (he  ioth  % 

yfhg  nought  r«gsrj|^  hv  difpl^j^fuai  fofward  ^'tht 
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LVIII; 

There  the  moft  dainty  paradife  on  groofid^ . 
It  felf  dQth  oHcr  to  his  ibber  eye. 
In  which  all  pleasures  plenteoufly  abound. 
And  none  does: others  happinefs  envy : 
The  painted  flo#its,  the  trees  upfhootjng  high; 
The  dales  for  £hade,  the  hills  for  breaclung  (pace,' ' 
The  trembling  groves,  the  chryftal  running  by »  / 
And  that,  which  aU  fair  works  dotfa  moft  aggraoet 

The  artf  which  all  that  wrought  appeared  in  no  place.   : 

LIX. 

One  would  hare  thought  (io  cunningly  the  rude 
And  fcomed  parts  were  minglcd.with  the  fine) 
That  nature  had  for  waacoimefs  enfu'd 
Art,  and  that  art  at  nature  did  repine  ; 
So  ftriving  each  th*other  to  libdermine. 
Each  did  the  i>thQrs  work  miore  beautify ; 
So  difiVihg  both  in  wills,  agreed  in  fine : 
So  all  agreed,  thuough  fweet  diVcrficyt 

Tlti^  garden  to  adorn  with  all  variety. 

LX. 

And  in  t^e  midftiof  all,  a  fountain  ftood,  \ 

Of  richeft  fobftancc;  that  on  earth,  might  be. 
So  pure  and  ihiny,  that  the  filver  flood 
Through  every  channel  running  one  might  (ee  \ 
Moft  goodly  it  with  curious  imagery 
W^  over-wrought,  and  fhapes  of  naked  boys^ 
Of  whidi  fonie  feem'd  with  lively  jollity 
To  Qy  about,  playing  their  wanton  toys, 

'Whilft  others  did  them&lves  embay  in  liquid  joys.    . 

LXI. 

And  over  all,  of  pureft  gold  was  4>N(I 
A  trayie  of  Ivy  in  his  native  hew : 
For  the  rich  metal  was  fo  coloured. 
That  w\ght,  who  did  not  well  avia'd  it  vieWt 
Would  mrely  deem  it  to  be  Ivy  true  : 
Low  his  lafcivious  arms  adown  did  creep. 
That  themfelves  dipping  in  the  filver  dew. 
Their  fleecy  flowres  they  tenderly  did  fteep, 

Whujh  d«PP«  of  chryftal  fccjn'd  for  wjrntQPnw  to  weep. 
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Infinite  ftreami  cootinafl}}y  did  wett 

Out  of  this  fountain^  fweet  and^fair  to  fee. 
The  which  into  an  ample  laver  fell. 
And  fhortly  grew  to  fo  great  quantity^ 
That  Hlce  a  little  1  ake  it  feem'd  to  be  ^ 
Whofe  depth  exceeded  noc  'thi-ee  cubits  height, 
ThdC  through  the  waves  oiic  might  the  bottom  ic^ 
itU:pav*d  beneath  with  Jafper  ilifaiinfi  bright,  : 

That  kem'd  the  fouACftn  in  that  fea  dia  fail  upright. 

LXIIL 

A  nd  all'  the  margent  round  about  ing  kt, 
WitK  Shidy  Laurel  tr«8,  chence  tt>  d^ftnd  '■ 
The  funny  beams  which  oil  the  bilkws  bef^ 
And  thofe  which  rheriM  tmhedmoie  offend. 
As  Gt^on  hapned  by  tiie  &nie  to  Wend, 
Two  naked \Dam2»ls,  -he  therein  eSpffdf 
Which  therein  bathings  feemed  to  OMtendt 
And  wreftie  wantonly,  ne  dar*d  to  hide 

Their  dainty  parts  fiWl^view  of  atif  whicb  them  ey'd.  • 

Lxrvr. 

Sometimes  the  one  Voiitd  lift  the  other -quigb^ 
Above  the  wateys,'  and  cheil  down  agahi 
Her  plonge,  as  overnoaiftered  by'tnigbt^ 
Whf  fc/'both  awhile  :vould  covetttd  ipetnain. 
And  each  the  o|ber  from  to  rife  reftrain  i 
^  The  9^hiies  their  fnowy  limbs,  as  through  a  veXy 
So  through  the  chryftal  waves  appeared  plain : 
Then  fuddainly  both  would  themfeltres  unhele. 

And  th'^moroqs  fweet  fooiis  to  greedy  eyes  reveal. 

,     LXV. 

As  that  fair  ftar,  ibe  meftnger  of  mom, 
His  dewy  face  out  of  the  lea  doth  rear : 
Or  as  the  Cyprian^  Goddefs,  newly  tK>rn 
Of  th'Oeeaiis  fnikfol  froeh,  did  grit'  appear^ 
Such  feemed  they,  •  and  fo  their  yellow  hair 
Chryftaliine  humour  dropped  down  apace. 
Whom  fueh  when-  Gitf^  faw,  he  drew  him  near. 
And  fomewhat  *gan  relent  his  eameft  pace, 

Hi»|tubborn  breaft  'gtn  iecret  pleafance  to  embracew 
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LXyii 

The  wanton  msdijciis  him  efpytngt  ftood 

Gazing  awhilQ1«t»lHsuawp»ta}:gpifes  ^ 

Then  ^'oneher  fdf  feivr  (l>id«ed  tn  the  floods 
Abalhc  th^ic  her/^  ftmi^er  did  avifc : .        .  ' 

Suttb'odifrrAthtr*  higher  did  0ri&i   . 
And  her  twp  liUy^pf^»  aloiCc  di%lt^<l» 
And  all  that  nvgitf:^l^i$  melfiAg  heart  entile  •. 
Toher  delight9«:^untQ:Jbia)lH9rra7d:  . 

The  ^ft  ^hid  undsrneaih,  bxm  fn(Me.xie(ttx>vt  nude; 

LXVU. 

With  that  die^^therltkewifeupKrofe,.  ' 
And  hear  fai«  locks,  which  formerly  were  bound 
Up  in  one  JbMMI*  ihe  low  id)9wn  did  liiofd^ 
Which  flowifig  long  and  diiclQ»iiQr.clodi'd  arova 
And  th'  lY0f)r  ift-golden  nMKte  gown'd : 
So  that  fau:fpQ(SlsillW  fisOfn  bWkmMa.nfU' 
Yet  that  which  reft  it  palffiiair  was  foimd.:;. 
So  hid  {t>  IdclbSiMd  wdVQs^lfPill.kiQkers  tbffe» 

Nought  bgt;  Jiev  tpv^y  face  (he  feisitta  koloK  k&^ 

Withal  i^el^ghcil^  AndiflieJbdafhfc withal,  -r  .  /. 
That  bluIhHt^to  her  laug^m  gaii%:  morcgfaoe^ 
And  laughte^.tPrher  bbilbingi  as  did  fall : :  ^  '. 
Now  vf]^  jthey  fpy'd  the  Knight  ta  flack  UspBH 
Them  to  jbehokl,  and  in  his  fparkling  face 
The  fecret  iigna  of  kindled  lulb^appear^ 
Their  waifFOn  merriments  .ihey  did  jcncreafei   • 
And  to  him  j^seckned,  to^i^proacb  more  neal*» 

And  .&fv*d  him  muny  fightsrihat;  comawp  caldcouM 

JLXIX. 

On  which  whpn  gitziog  him  the  FahBcr  law^ 
He  much  i:cbukt;  tbofe  wandring  .eyesr  of  his^ 
And  (cQiinfeUM  well)  fasm  fon^anl  dience  dSd  ( 
Now  are  they  come  nigh  to  the  Bmore  of  Blifi^ 
Of  her  fon^  faYourites  £>  Mm'd  amifs^ : 
When  thus  the  Palmer :  Now  Sir,  well  arife } 
For  here  the  end  of  all  our  travel  is : 
Here  wonns  jkn^fia,  whom  we  moft  forprife, 

£lfc  ibe.willi  flip  away.»  aad  all  oar  drif;  defpife« 
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LXX. 

Eftfoont  they  heard  a  wofl:  metodious  found. 
Of  all  that  mote  delight  a  dainty  e«u-. 
Such  is  attonce  mioht  not  on  living  ground,         1' 
Save  in  this  paradil!l,  be  heaid  elfewhere  : 
Right  hard  it  was  for  wight  which  did  it  hear ; 
To  read  what  infimer  mufick  that  mote  be  : 
For  all  tl»at  pleafins  is  to  living  ear/ 
Was  there  conforted  in  one  harmony; 

Birds, .  voices  inftruments,  winds,  waterSi  all  agrM. 

LXXL 

The  joyous  birds*  flirouded  in  chearftil  (hade, 
Thtir  notes  unto  the  voice  attempred  fweet  i 
Th*Angelical  foit  trembling  voices  made 
To  th'inftruments  divine  refpondence.  ineet : 
The  filver  (bunding  iairruments  did  meet 
With  the  bafe  murmur  of  the  wasers  fall. 
The  wators  fall  with-didb-ente  difcreet. 
Now  foft)  now  lottd^  unto  the  wmd  did  call : 

The  geade, warbling  vnitid  low  anfwered  Co  aU» 

LXXII. 

.There,  whence  that  mufick  feemed  heanitobe, 
Waf  the  fair  Witch,  her  felf  now  fotaicing 
With  a  new  Lover,  whom  through  ibnorry 
^nd  witchcraft,  (be  from  far  did  .shithei*  bring : 
There  fhe  had  him  now  laid  a  flumbiring^ 
In  fecret  Ihade,  after  long  wanton  joys : 
Whiift  round  about  them  Dleafantly  did  fing 
Many  &ir  Ladies,  and  laicivious  boys. 

That  ever  mixt  their  foi^  with  light  licemious  toya« 

LXXIII. 

And  all  the  while' right  over  him  (he  hui^. 
With  her  falfe  eyes  faft  fixed  in  his  fight, 
Ai  feeking  medicine,  whence  (he  was  flung. 
Or  gneediiy  depafturing  delight : 
And  oft  inclining  down  with  kifles  light. 
For  Q^ar  of  waking  him,  his  lips  bedewd. 
And  through  his  humid  eyes  cud  fuck  his  ipr^h^ 
Quite  molten  into  hift  and  pleafure  lewd  % 

Wherewith  (be  fighed  foft,  as  if  hi3.caie  f{ie  rewd# 
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LXXIV. 

The  whiles,  (oMe  one  did  chaunt  this  lovely  lay ; 
Ah  fee,;  whofo  fair  thing  doft  feign  to  fee, 
In  fpringtng  flowre  the  image  of  thy  day  % 
Ah  fee  the  virgin  rofe,  how  fweetly  ihe 
Doth  firft  peep  forth  with  bafhful  modefty. 
That  fairer  feems,  the  iefs  ye  fee  her  may  i  ,. 

Lo  fee  foon  after,  how  more  bold  and  free 
Her  bared  bofom  (he  doth  broad  difplay  ; 

Lo  fee  foon  after,  how  ihe  fades  and  falls  away .' 

LXXV. 

So  palleth,  in  the  palling  of  a  day. 

Of  mortal  life  the  leaf,  the  bud,  the  flowre^ 
Ne  more  doth  ilouri(h  after  firft  decay. 
That  earft  was  fought  to  deck  both  bed  and  bowrtt 
Of  many  a  Lady',  and  many  a  paramour : 
Gather  therefore  the  rofe,  whifft  yet  in  prime* 
For  foon  comes  a^,  that  will  her  pride  deflowre : 
Gather  the  rofe  of  love,  whilft  yet  is  time^ 

Wlttlft  loving  thou  mayft  loved  be  with  equal  crime; 

LXXVL 

He  ceaft,  and  then  'gan  all  the  quire  of  birds 
Their  diverfe  notes  t'attune  unto  his  lay. 
As  in  approvance  of  his  pleaiing'words. 
The  conftant  pair  heard  all  that  he  did  fay. 
Yet  fwarved  not,  but  kept  their  forward  wayt 
Through  many  covert  groves,  and  thickets  clofe. 
In  which  they  creeping  did  at  laft  difplay 
That  wanton  Lady,  with  her  Lover  loofe, 

Whofe  (kepy.he^d  &e  in  her  lap  did  foft  difpofe. 

LXXVU. 

Upon  a  bed  of  rofes  fhe  was  layd. 

As  faint  through  heat,  or  dight  to  pleafant  fin»         j 

And  was  array*d,  or  rather  difarray'd. 

All  in  a  veil  of  fitk  and  filver  thin. 

That  hid  no  whit  her  alabafter  fkin. 

But  rather  ihcw^d  more  white,  if  more  migkt  be  h 

More  fubdle  web  Aracbne  cannot  fpin. 

Nor  the  fine  nets,  which  oft  we  woven  fee 

Of  fc(m:hed  dew^  do  tu>t  \f\  tb'.air  mqtt  ligl^y  06^;  ^ 
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LSXVIIL 

Her  frtowy  brcaft  was  bare  to  ready  fpolt 

Of  hungry  eyes,  wWch  n'ote  therewith  be  fillM  $ 
And  yet  through  languor  of  her  late  fweet  toil. 
Few  drops,  more  clear  than  nedfcar,  forth  diftiU'd. 
That  like  pure  orient  pearls  adown  it  trill'd : 
And  her  fair  eyes  fweet  fmiling  in  delight, 
Moiftend  their  fiery  beams,  with  which  (he  thrilPd 

'  .  Frail  hearts,  yet  quenched  not  5  Jfke  ftarry  light    ^ 

Which  fparkling  on  thefilent  waves,  doesfeem  more  bright* 

LXXIX- 

The  yeung  man  fleeping  by  her,  feem'd  tx>  be 
Some  gpodly  Twain  of  honourable  plac^. 
That  ccrtes  it  great  pity  was  to  fee 
Him  his  nobility  ifo  foul  deface  ^ 
A  fweet  regard,  and  amiable  grace. 
Mixed  with  manly  fternnefs  did  appear 
Yerikepihg  in  his  well  propCrtion'd  face. 
And  on  his  tender  lips  the  downy  hair 

Did  now  but  frefhly  fprihp;,  and  filken  bloflbms  bean 

LXXX, 

His  warlike  arms  (the  idle  inftruments 
Of  fleeping  praife)  were  hung  upon  a  tree, 
And  his  brave  (hieid  (full  of  old  monuments) 
Was  foully  ras't,  that  none  the  (igns  might  fee; 
Ne  for  them,  ne  for  honour  cared  he, 
Ne  ought  that  did  to  his  advancement  tend. 
But  in  lewd  Iqves,  and  wafleful  luxuree. 
His  days,  his  good^,  hi's  body  he  did  fpend  : 

O  horrible  enchantment,  that  him  (b  dki  blend ! 

LXXXI. 

The  noble  Elf,  and  careful  Palmer  dreW 

So  nigh  them  (minding  nought  but  luftful  game) 
That  fuddain  forth  they  on  them  fuflit,  and  tfctcw 
A  fubtile  net,  which  dtfly  for  that  farfie 
The  fkilful  Palmer  formally  did  frame. 
So  hetd  them  undef  faft,  the  whiles  the  reft 
Fled  all  away  for-  fea#  of  fouler  (ham*. 
The  fiur  £nchaoiitfel&,  fo  unwares  oppreft, 

Try^^-alt'hcr  artsi  and  all  herfleightS)*  thence  out  to  wrefc 
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IJCXXII. 

And  eke  her  Lc^er  ftrove :  bat  all  in  rain ; 
For  that  fame  net  fo  cunningly  was  wound. 
That  neither  guile  nor  force  might  it  diftrain; 
They  took  Hf^m  both,  and  both  them  ftrongly  bound 
In  captive  bands,  which  there  they  ready  found} 
But  her  in  chains  of  adamant  be  tyde ; 
F(K4^thing  elfe  might  keep  her  fafe  and  found  i 
But  Verdant  {io  he  hight)  he  fooii  untyde. 

And  coun&i  fage  inftcad  thereof  to  him  applyde* 

LXXXIIL 

But  all  thofe  plpafant  bowres,  and  palace  brave^ 
Gt^on  broke  down,  with  rigour  pitilefs  \ 
Ne  ought  their  goodly  workmanfhip  might  iatre  '   * 
Them  from  the  tempeft  of  his  wrathfulneis,; ' 
But  that  their  blifs  he  turned  to  balefulnefs  :. 
Their  graves  he  feld«  their  gardens  did  deface^ 
Their  arbiM's  fpoil'd,  their  cabinets  fupprefi. 
Their  banket-houfes  burn»  their  buildings  raz?^ 

A^  of  the  faireft  late,  now  made  the  fouieft  place^ 

LXXXIV. 

Then  led  they  her  away,  and  eke  that  Knight 
They  with  them  led»  both  forrowful  and  fad  : 
The  way  they  came,  the  fame  returned  they  righr,i 
Till  they  arrived  where  they  lately  had 
Charmed  thofe  wild  beafts,  that  rag*d  with  fury  madj 
Which  now  awaking,  fierce  at  them  'gan  fly. 
As  in  their  miftrefs  reskew,  whom  they  lad  i 
But  them  the  Palmer  foon  did  pacific.  [He* 

Then  Gtffon  askt,  what  meant  thole  beaih  which  there  did 

LXXXV. 

Said  he,  thefe  feeming  beafts  are  men  indeed,. 
Whom  this  Enchauntrefs  hath  transformed  thus, 
Whylome  her  Lovers,  which  her  lufts  did  feed, 
Now  turned  into  figures  hideous. 
According  to  their  minds  like  monftruous. 
Sad  end,  quoth  he,  of  life  Intemperate, 
And  mournful  meed  of  joys  delicious: 
But  Palmer,  if  it  mote  thee  fo  aggrate, 

jLet  theat  returned  be  unto  their  former  ftate; 
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LXXXVI. 
Straight-way  he  with  his  vertuous  ftafF  tfaeih  ftrook, 

And  ftraight  of  beafts  they  comely  men  became } 

Yet  being  men^  they  did  unmanly  look» 
i  And  ftared  ghafUy^  fome  for  inward  ihame. 

And  fome  for  wrath  to  fee  their  captive  Dame : 

But  one  above  the  reft  in  fpecial^ 

That  had  ah  Hog  been  late  (bight  Grill  by  name) 

Repined  greatly,  and  did  him  mifcall. 
That  had  from  hoggifh  form  him  brought  to  natural. 

LXXXVII. 
Said  GtrfMf  fee  the  mind  of  beaftly  man. 

That  hath  fo  fo6n  forgot  the  excellence 

Of  his  creation,  when  he  life  began. 

That  now  he  choofeth  with  vile  difference^ 

To  be  a  bead,  and  lack  intelligence. 

To  whom  the  Palmer  thus,  the  dunghil  kind 

Delights  in  filth  and  foul  incontinence ; 

Let  Grill  be  Grille  and  have  his  h<^gifh  mind, 
But  kt  us  hence  depart,  whilft  weather  ferves  and  wiikL 
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CONTAINING 

The  legend  of  Britomartis  ;  or  of  Chaflity^ 

L 

IT  falls  me  here  to  write  of  chaftity. 
That  fairelt  vertue,  far  above  the  reft ; 
For  which  what  needs  me  fetch  fieotn  Faery 
Foreign  enfamples,  it  to  have  e:itpreft  ? 
Sith  it  is  ihrined  in  ipy  Soveraines  breaft» 
And  formM  ^  lively  in  each  perfect  part,    , 
That  to  all  Ladies  which  have  it  pro^e(t» 
Need  but  behold  the  pourtraid  of  her  heart,; 
If  pourtray'd  it  might  be  by  apy  living  art< 

II. 

But  living  art  may  not  lead  part  exprefs. 
Nor  lite-reiembling  pencil  it  can  paint. 
Ail  were  it  Zeuxis  or  Praxittles^ 
His  Dasdale  hand  would  faiU  and  greatly  fain^ 
And  her  perfedUons  with  his  error  taint : 
Ne  Poets  wit,  that  paflfeth  Painter  far 
In  pifturing  the  parts  of  beauty  daint. 
So  hard  a  workmanlhip  adventure  dare» 

For  fear  through  want  of  words  her  excellence  to  mar| 
Vot.  I.  2 
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III. 

How  then  (hall  I^  apprentice  qf  the  fkill. 
That  whylome  in  divtneft  wits  did  reign, 
Prefume  fo  high  to  ftretch  mine  humble  quill  ? 
Yet  Qpw  my  Iqcklefa.  lot  doth  me  cooftraia      >  < 
Hciop  lierfordejr    Hut  0»  4ced  SDveiainev  ^ 
Thus  far  forth  pardon,  fith  that  choiceft  wit 
Cannot  your  glorious  pourtraift  figure  plain 
That  I  in  coloured  fliows  fna]^  i^^dow  it. 

And  antique  praifes  unto  prefent  perfons  fit« 

But  If  in  living  tolducs,  ind  rigfllTiucg       T      ^ 
*-Youtfetf7outovdrtofe#'f)iauftd,     -    -^    -  -    - 
Who  can  it  do  more  lively,  or  more  true. 
Than  that  fweet  verle,  with  Neifar  fprinkeled. 
In  which  a  graefoos  lervant  pidttjrc^ 
His  Cynthia^  his  heavens  faired  light  ? 
71^at  wlih  his  malting  fweetn£&  ;ca^£hed,    _  '  • 
And  with  the  wonder  qf  her  beames  bright^  ^ 

My  fenfes  lulled  are  in  flumber  of  delight. 

v; 

But  let  that  famerij^lktbus  Poet  fefi4         '  ' 

A  little  leave  unto  a  ruftick  m\k% 

To  ling  bis  miftreft  praiie,  and  let  him  mend. 

If  ought  amiis  her  liking  may  abufe ; 

Ne  let  his  ^iref(  QftUbia  refufe, 

In  mirrours  more  thsin  one  her  felf  to  fee; 

But  either  GhrmHa  let  her  chufe. 

Or  in  tdpbabe  fafhioned  to  be  r 
In  th'onc  her  f  ule,  in  ih*ocher  hep  rare  chaftkyv 
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i«kMMM«ta««^IMMaMMA»l[teM«MMH«i«i^ta^^Ma^>a^«^  t^mmtlmtt^ 


\ 


CANTO    L 

Guyon  incountretb  Britomart^ 

Fair  Florimel  is  cbac^d: 
Dueflas  trains  and  Malecaftaea 
.  Champions  are  difac^i. 

1. 

THc  famous  Brittm  Prince  and  Fsiiry  Knight, 
After  long  ways,  and  perilous  pains  endur'd, , 
Havine  their  weary  limbs  to  perfeft  plight 
Reftor^,  and  fory  wounds  right  well  recur'd. 
Of  the  fair  Alma  greatly  were  procured 
To  make  their  longer  fojourn  aftd  abode ; 
But  whqi  thereto  they  might  not  be  allur'd, 
FjTom,  feeking  praife,  and  deeds  of  arms  abroad. 
They  courteous  conge  took,  and  forth  together  yode* 

But  the  captiv'd  Acrajta  he  fent 

Becaufe  of  travel  long,  a  nigher  way, 

'    With  a  ftrong  guard,  aH  reskew  to  prevent. 
And  her  to  Fairy-court  fefe  to  convey, 
That  her  for  witnefs  of  his  hard  flflay, 
Unto  his  Fairy  Quepn  he  might  prtfftnt: 
But  he  Hmfclf  betook  another  way. 
To  m^ke.  more  trial  of  bis  hardiment, 

'And  feck  adventures,  as  be  with  Prince  Arthur  Wehf« 

lit. 

Long  fo  they  travelled  through  wafteful  ways. 
Where  dangers  dwelt,  and  perils  moft  did  wonne. 
To  hunt  for  glory  and  renowned  praife  \ 
Full  many  countries  they  did  over-run. 
From  the  uprifing  to  the  fetting  fun, 
And  liaany  hard  ^ venturer  did  acchievei 
Of  all  tfi^  which  they  honour  ever  Won, 
Seeking  the  weak  opprefied  to  relieve. 

And  40  recover  right  tor  fuch  as  wro^g  did  grievc« 

Z  a 
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IV. 

At  lad,  as  through  an  open  plain  they  yode. 
They  fpide  a  Knight,  that  cowasc^  pricked  fiur^ 
And  him  befide  an  aged  Squire  there  rode^ 
That  feem'd  to  couch  under  his  (hield  thiiee-fquare^ 
As  if  that  age  bade  him  that  burden  fpare. 
And  yield  it  thofe,  that  ftouter  could  it  wield : 
He  them  efpying,  'gan  himfelf  prepare. 
And  on  his  arm  addrefs  his  goodly  fbield^ 

That  bore  a  Lyon  pailant  in  a  golden  fields 

V. 

Which  feeing  good  Sir  Gm^oHj  dear  bcibugbc 
The  Prince  of  grace,  to  let  him  run  that  turn. 
He  granted :  then  the  Fairy  quickly  raugbt 
His  poinant  fpear,  and  (harply  'gan  to  fpum 
His  foamy  deed,  whofe  fiery  feet  did  burn 
The  verdant  grafs,  as  he  thereon  did  tread ; 
Ne  did  the  other  back  his  foot  return. 
But  fiercely  forward  came  withouten  dread. 

And  bent  his  dreadful  fpear  againft  the  others  head. 

VI. 

They  been  ymet,  and  both  their-  points  arriv'd. 
But  Guyon  drove  (q  ^rious  and  fell. 
That  feem'd  both  fhield  and  plate  it  would  luve  riy'd; 
Nathelefs  it  bore  his  fce  not  from  his  fell. 
But  made  him  fta^;er,  as  he  were  not  well : 
But  Guyon  felf,  ere  well  he  was  aware. 
Nigh  a  fpears  length  behind  his  crouper  fell : 
Yet  in  his  fall  fo  well  himfelf  he  bare, 

Th^t  mifchievous  mifchance  his  life  and  limbs  did  ijpare* 

VII. 

Great  (hame  and  forrow  of  that  fall  he  took  -, 
For  never  yet  fith  warlike  arms  he  bore. 
And  fhivering  fpear  in  bloody  field  firft  ihook. 
He  found  himfelf  difhonoured  fo  fore. 
Ah  gentlefl:  Knight  that  ever  armour  bore. 
Let  not  thee  grieve  difmounted  to  have  been. 
And  brought  to  ground,  that  never  waft  before ; 
For  not  thy  fault,  but  fecret  powre  unfeen. 

That  jpcar  enchanted  was,  which  laid  thee  on  the  green. 
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viii; 

But  weeneft  thou  what  wight  thee  ovmthrew, 
Nfiich  greater  grief  and  fhamefuUer  regret 
For  tby  hard  fortune  then  thou  wouldft  renew. 
That  of  a  fingle  Damfel  thou  wert  met 
On  equal  plain,  and  there  fo  hard  belet ; 
Even  the  famous  Britomart  it  was. 
Whom  ftrange  adventure  did  from  Brkain  fet. 
To  ieek.her  Lover  (love  far  fought  alas) 

Whofe  imagp  fhe  had  feen  in  Femts  looking  glafs. 

Full  of  difdainful  wrath,  he  fierce  uprofe. 
For  to  revenge  that  foul  reprochful  fhame. 
And  fhatching  his  bright  fword,  began  to  clofe 
With  hgr  on  foot,  and  ftoutly  forward  came; 
Dye  rather  would  he  than  endure  that  fame. 
Which  when  his  Palmer  faw,  he  'gan  to  fear 
His  toward  peril  and  untoward  blame. 
Which  by  that  new  rencounter  he  fliould  rear : 
For  death  fate  on  the  point  of  that  enchanted  fpear. 

X. 
And  hailing  towards  him,  'gan  fair  perfuade. 
Not  to  provoke  misfortune,  nor  to  ween 
His  fpears  default  to  mend  with  cruel  blade ; 
For  by  his  mighty  fcience  he  had  feen 
The  fecret  virtue  of  that  weapon  keen, 
That':mortal  puiffiince  mote  not  withflond ; 
Nothing  on  earth  mote  always  happy  been. 
Great  hazard  were  it,  and  adventure  fond. 
To  lofe  long  goccen  honour  with  one  evil  hond. 

XL 
By  fuch  good  me^ns  he  him  difcounfelled. 
From  profecutipg  his  revenging  rage ; 
And  eke  the  Prince  like  treaty  handeled. 
His  wrathful  will  with  reafon  to  affuage. 
And  laid  the  blame,  not  to  ,his  cariage. 
But  tp  his  ftarting  fteed,  that  fwerv'd  afide, 
And  to  the  ill  purveyance  of  his  page, 
Thaj:  had  his  fuicnitures  not  firmly  tide; 
'So  is  lais  aogry  courage*  fairly  pacifide« 

Z3 
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XII. 

Thus  recondlement  vas  bctweea  thdii  knit. 
Through  goodly  tetnp'rance,  and  nShd&om  chaflt} 
And  either  vow*d  with  all  their  powre  and  wk» 
To  let  not  otfacfs  honour  bo  ilefafle 
Of  friend  or  foe,  who  ever  k  cmhafte» 
Ne  arms  to  bear  agaiiift;rhc  othert  fide ; 
In  which  accord  the  Printt  was  alib  jiiafte. 
And  with  diat  golden  chain  of  conccml  tids. 

So  goodly  all  agreed,  they  ibrth  yfere  did  tU^ 

XIIL 

O  goodly  ufage  of  thofe  antique  times ! 
In  which  the  iword  was^  ferTaot  unto  r^ht  % 
When  not  for  malice  and  contentious  cnoaies, 
Bbt  all  for  praife  and  proof  of  manly  roig^t» 
The  martial  brood  accuftomed  to  6ght : 
Then  honour  was  the  meed  of  vi£bory» 
And  yet  the  vanquilhed  had  no  d<^p^t : 
Let  later  age  that  noble  ufe  enVy, 

Vile  rancour  to  avoid,  and  cruel  furquedry. 

XIV. 

X^ong  they  thus  trairielled  in  friendly  wife, 

Through  countries  wafte,  and  eke  well  cd^fde^ 
Seeking  adventures  hard,  to  exercife 
Their  puiiTancc,  whylomc  foil  demly  tride  t 
At  length  they  came  into  a  foreft  wide, 
Whofe  hideous  horror  and  fad  trembling;  found 
Full  gricfly  fecm'd :  therein  they  long  did  rid^ 
Yet  traft  of  living  creature  none  they  found. 

Save  Bears,  Lyons,  smd  Bulls,  which  romed  than  around* 

XV. 

All  fuddainly  out  of  the  thickeft  brufh. 
Upon  a  mifk-white  palfrey  all  alone, 
A  goodly  Lady  did  foreby  them  rufh, 
Whofe  face  did  ieem  as  clear  as  chryftal  ftone. 
And  eke  (through  fear)  as  white  as  Whal<!s  bone : 
Her  garments  all  were  wrought  of  beaten  gold. 
And  all  her  ftced  with  tinfel  trappings  fhone. 
Which  fled  fo  faft,  that  nothing  mote  him  hold^ 

And  fcarcc  them  Icifurc  gave,  herpafling  to  behold 
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XVI. 

SdU  as  fhe  QiBit.  hatf^  Bx  backward  tbttw^ 
As  fearinff  eviU  chat  putfu'd  her  &ft ; 
And  her.Mr  fellow  mcks  faeiund  her  fltfw^ 
Loofely  difpoil  with  filff  of  every  blaft : 
AU  asa  tidkting  ftar  jdtKfc  £9  tec^caft 
His  hairy  beatns^  and  flaming  locks  diflpread. 
At  fm^t  wiiereof  the  people  ftaod  agkaft  : 
But  the  kgi  wiiard  teUs  (as  he  has  read) 

That  it  importunes  deaths  and  doleful  d^rihead.        T 

XVIL 

So  as  they  gazed  Altar  her  awhUct 
Ix>  ^ere  a  grieily  Fofter  forth  did  rufh^ 
Bieadalpg  but  beaftly  luft  her  to  defile : 
His  tireling  jade  he  fiercely  forth  did  puih, 
,  Tfamugh  thick  and  thin»  both  orer  bank  and  tofli. 
In  hope  her  to  attain  .by  hook  or  crook. 
That  f4l>m  his  gOi^  fides  the  blood  did  guAi : 
Large,  tma  his  iinns, .  and  terrible  his  look. 

And  in  bia  doWnifti  hand  a  fisarp  Boar-fpear  he  fliode;. '" 

XYIU. 

Which  outrage  .when  ^ofe  gentle  Xotgjhts  did  iee> 
Full  of  giieat  enry,  and  fell  je^oufie. 
They  ftaid  not  to  arife  who  firft  (bould  be. 
But  ;J1  fpur'd  afit^  faft,  as  they  mole  fly. 
To  reskew  her  fi-om  fisaoiefol  villany. 
The  Prince, and  Gipr^n  equally  by  live 
Herfelf  purfu*d,  in  hoipe  to  win  thereby 
Moft  goodiy  mead,  the  faiicft  Dame  aKve  t 

But  after. die  foul  Fofter  Timias  did  ftrive.  . 


The  whiles  fair  BrikmarU  whole  eooAiaiit  mind. 
Would  not  fo  lightly  follow  beawys  cbace, 
Nc  rekt  of  Ladies  love,  did  ftay  behind^ 
And  them  awaited  there  a  certain  fpace, 
Xo  weet  if  they  would  torn  back  to  that  place : 
But  when  ihe  faw  them  gone,  ihe  forward  went,  . 
As  lay  her  journey,  through  that  perMous  pace. 
With  fiedfaft  courage  and  ftout  hardime&t  \ 

Ne  evil  thing  (be  fear'd,  ne  evil  thing  (he  meant. 

Z  4 
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At  laft,  a)  tt^  but  of  the  wood  flie  duw^ 
A  ftately  caftie  far  away  flie  fpide. 
To  which  her  fleps  dir»ftlf  ihe  did  frame. 
That  caftie  was  moft  goodly  edifide 
And  plafte  for  pleafute  nigh  that  forcft  fide : 
But  fair  before  the  gate  a  ijpacious  plaiii) 
Manded  with  green,  it  felt  did  fpredden  wide. 
On  which  he  faw  fix  Knights,  that  did  darrain 
Fierce  battle  againft  one,  with  cruel  mig^t  and  main. 

XXI. 
Mainly  they  all  attonce  upon  him  lay\f. 
And  fore  btfet  on  every  fide  around. 
That  nigh  he  breathlefs  grew,  yet  nought  difmay'd, 
Ne  ever  to  them  yielded  foot  of  ground. 
All  had  he  loft  much  blood  through  many  a  wOQnd» 
But  ftoutly  dealt  his  blows,  and  every  way 
To  which  he  turned  in  his  wiadifid  ftound. 
Made  them  recoil,  and  fly  from  drad  deaqr. 
That  none  of  all  the  iix  before  him  durft  afi%^ 

XXIL 
Like  daftard  curs,  that  having  at  a  bay 
The  falvage  beaft  emboft  in  weary  chace^ 
Dare  not  adventure  on  the  ftubbom  prey, 
Ne  bite  before,  but  rome  from  place  to  place» 
To  get  a  fnatch,  when  turned  is  his  face. 
In  fuch  diftrefs  and  doubtful  jeopardy. 
When  Briiomart  him  faw,  ihe  ran  apace 
Unto  his  reskcw,  and  with  earndt  cry. 
Bade  thofe  fame  fix  forbear  that  fingle  enemy. 

XXIII. 
But  to  her  cry  they  lift  not  lenden  ear, 
Ne  ought  the  more  their  mighty  ftrokes  furceaie, 
But  gathering  him  round  about  more  near. 
Their  direful  rancour  rather  did  increafe ; 
Till  that  file  rufliing  through  the  thickeft  preafe. 
Perforce  difparted  their  compa&ed  gyre,- 
And  foon  compel 'd  to  hearken  unto  peace  : 
Tho  'gan  fhe  mildly  of  them  to  inquire 
The  cauie  of  their  diilention  and  outrageous  ire. 
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XXIV. 

Whereto  that  Angle  Knight  did  aiifwer  frame ; 
Thefe  fix  would  me  enforce  by  odds  of  mig^> 
To  change  my  lide,  and  love  another  Dame^ 
That  death  meikfer  were  than  fvich  defpsght, 

,  So  unto  wrong  to  yield  mf  wrefted  right : 
JFor  I  love  one,  the  trueft  one  on  ground^ 
Ne  lilt  me  chann^  ihe  tltCErram  Damfil  hight. 
For  whofe  dear  take  full  many  a  bitter  ftound 

I  tanre  endur'dy  andcaffaed  many  a  bloody  wound. 

XXV. 

Certes,  faid  tkfi^  then  been  ye  fix  to  blame. 
To  ween  your  wrong  by  force  to  juftifie : 
For.  Knight  to^  leave  his  Lady,  were  great  ihame. 
That  faidiful  is,  and  better  were  to  dye. 
All  lofs  is  iefs,  and  lefs  the  infamy 
Than  lofi  of  k>ve,  to  hnn  that  loves  but  one ; 
Ne  nuy  love  be  compel'd  by  maiftery  ; 
For  foon  as  maift'ry  comes,  fweec  Love  airone  « 

Taketh  Jut  nimble  wings,  and  foon  away  is  gone. 

XXVL 

Then  fpake  one  of  thofe  fix.  There  dwdleth  here 
Within  this  caftle  wall  a  Lady  £iir, 
Whofe  (bveraine  beauty  hath  no  living  peer  \ 
Theneco  fb  bountious  and  fo  debcmair. 
That  never  any  mote  with  her  compare. 
She  jiath  ordatn'd  this  law,  which  we  af^irove. 
That  ^ery  Kni^t,  which  doth  this  way  r^air. 
In  cafe  he  have.no  Lady,  nor  no  Love, 

Shall  do  imto  her  fervioe,  never  to  remove. 

XXVU. 

But  if  he  havica  Lady  or  a  Love, 
Then  muft  he  her  forgoe  with  foul  defame. 
Or  elfe  with  us  by  dint  of  fword  approve,  -  ' 

That  (he  is  fairer  than  our  faireft  Dame, 
As  did  this  Knight,  before  ye  hither  came. 
Perdy,  faid  Britmnarly  the  choice  is  hard : 
But  what  reward  had  he  that  overc^ne  ? 
He  Aould  advanced  be  to  high  regard, 

Said  they,  andiiaVe  our  Ladies  love  for  his  reward.    . 
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XKVIIL 
Thei^re  aittd  Sir,  if  thou  ha¥e  «  L<ive. 

Love  iKvc  I  Aire,  t}adtk  flic^  but  lj»iy  nolle  ^^ 

Yec  wHl  I  cijbt  from  liaioi  Mm  L<nrfe  xcmove^ 

Ne  ta,7<Mir  Lodjr  fHU  I  fetvicedoM,- 

But  wreak  your  irrongi  wniitghk  to  thia  KnigM  tlotte. 

And  prov^  hts  caufe.    Witii  thac  ii^  oioccal  ipsa^ 

ShQ  flb^tiiy  ttrcmxtd  towBids  qpi^  , . 

And  down  hkn  fmote  tre  well  a#are  fafe  ifotf 
Then  tb  the  nott  ihe  rode,  and  dtmojbc  (iBttAid  Imhw  ' 


Ne  did  flie  ttfgf  tfll  diroe  on  groitfad  ibe  {ajf^  . 
That  none  of  than  inmSdf  could  scar  oflampf 
TJie  fourth  was  by  that  odier  Kn^t^dilmaf'd, 
All  were  he  weary  of  kit  ibrmer  pain. 
That  now  there  do  but  two  of  fix  renmin  i 
Which  tiwo  did  yield  before  Ihe  did  t^em  fiilig^t 
Ah,'  faid  fhe  then^  Now  iMy  ye  aUiee  jpCain, 
That  troth  is  ftrong,  and  true  Iot«  flM&of  iiiig|bt# 

That  £Mr  his  trafty  inmits  docfa  fii  fiaMglgr  %hu 


^Too vtdi tve iee,  ^idthey, .and {srtRrd.too'wdl 
Our  fauhy  weaknefe,  nd  ybur.matitkiefii  «i^;|ht 
Forthy  &ir  Sir,  yocNrs  be  the  JDaitioaidt 
Which  by  her  owo  law  to  your  fait  liodi  <l^^ 
And  we  your  Itegemen  faith  uflto  yoo.piigbt/ 
So  Uffdcraeath  her  feet  their  fwM-dfs  tbey  mard» 
And  s%r,  her  befougbt,  well  as  tfaisy  mis^ 

^  To  enter  in,  and  reap  the  due  reward 4 ._  .     . 

ii  tngfcthrir  6rid^ 


Long  were  it  to  defcribe  the  goodly  frine^         ' 
And  ftately  port  of  Q^  J^fMiSy 
(For  fo  that  caiUe  Id^  by  commba  name) 
Where  they  were  entertaio'd  with  courteous 
And  coinely  glee  of  many  gracious 
Fair  Ladies,  and  of  many  a  gentle  Knig^, 
Who  through  a  chamber  long  .and  ipacioos, 
Eftroons  them  brought  unto  thieir  Ladies  fighi; 

Tha<  of  them  cleeped  was  the  Lafyj^  ^gU. 
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But  for  t5  tcU  tke  finnpraous  arraf 

Of  that  gmt  chraiDer»  flimildiie  labour  toftc 

For  living  wit  (I  ^fiietB)  CBimo(  ^i^ay  ^   . 

The  royal  richea  lofl  cuteeifihg  coa 

Of;eVcry  piHouTf  «»l.of  orei^  poft; 

Which  in  <i  paraft  buUtoii  fnutied  vm^ 

And  wifh  groaeiMrla  tnd  pvacnus  ftonoaemboft. . 

That  the  bright  gfifter  iof  diejr  beamea  ciear .  - 
Did  fparkie  /oitL  ^rcsat  fifl^  Md  glorioua  did  Mppmr. 

Thefe  ftranger  K/iigbtavaliiw^  psflng  forth  ivertfed 
Into  an  inner  roooiy  wfaofe  royaky 
And  nch  pmrevanoe  might  tineadh  be  read  % 
Mote  Priaeea  place  befeem  £o  6sckc  to  be. 
"Which  ^fitciy  nmamm  iPfbenafr  they  did  fee. 
The  image  of  fuperftiioiia  riotife> 
EiDCceding  much  the  fttfit  df  mean  degiee. 
They  greatly  wondted^  whence  fo  futnptoous  guift 

NOgbt  he  naaintatn'd,  and  each  'gaa  diirerfly  <ieme«, 

XXXIV, 

The  walls  were  round  about  af^areOed 
With  coftly  clothes  of  Arraj  and  of  Tpun ; 
In  which,  with  omning  hand  was.pourtmyed 
The  low  of  J^amei  and  ber  paiutnoor. 
The  fair  jUoms^  turned  to  a  flowre,      / .  . 
A  work  of  rare  device,  and  wondrous  wit. 
Firft  did  it  Ibew  the  bitter  baleful  flx>wre. 
Which  her  aflay'd  with  many  a  fervent  fit,    • 

When  firft  her  ttnder  be«rt  watt  widvlm  beauty  fmit* 

XXXV. 

Then  with  what  flei^ts  and  fwetc  aibntments  flie 
Entift  the3x)iy  (as  weH  that  arrt  (he  ksicw) 
And  woped  him  her  paramour  to  be  ^ 
Now  making  girlonda  cS  each  flowre  that  grew. 
To  crown  his  golden  locks  with  honour  due^ 
Now. leading  htm  into  a  iecrec  {hade 
From  his  beauperes,  and  h'om  bright  heavens  vini. 
Where  him  to  deep  (be  gently  wouM  perfuade, 

Or  bashe  bim  b  a  fountain  tiy^fome  co\^erc  glade*  > 


xxxn: 

And  whilft  he  flept,  fte  over  him  xrmilif  fprdid  ! 

Hermaride^  colouPd  Hke  the  ftany  ikies^ 
And  her  foft  arm  lay  uncterneath  his  head. 
And  with  ambrbfial  kifles  bathe  bis  eyes  ^ 
And  whilft  he  bath'd,  with  her  two  crafty  (pica 
She  fecretly  would  fearch  each  dainty  limb. 
And  throw  into  the  Well  iweet  Rofemaries, 
And  fragrant  Violets,,  and  Fancies  trim, 

'And- ever  with  fweet  neAar  fhe  <£d.fpQidde  him; 

XXXVII. 

So  (fid  flie  fteai  his  heedkfs  heart  away. 
And  joy'd  his  love  in  fecret  unefpids« 
But  for  Ike  faw  him  bent  to  cruel  play^ 
To  hunt  the  falvage  beaft  in  fi^reft .  wide. 
Dreadful  of  danger,  that  mote  him  bedcte. 
She  oft  and  oft  adviz'd  him  to  refrain- 
From  chace  of  greater  beafts,  whofe  brutiih  pride 
Mote  breed  him  fcath  unwai^ :  feat  all  in  vain ; 

For  who  can  fhun  the  chance  thattleft'iiy  dodi  ordain  ? 

XXXVIII. 

Lo,  where  beyond  he  lyeth  languilhingi 
Deadly  engored  of.  a  great  wiU  fibre. 
And  by  his  fide  the  Goddefs  groveling 
Makes  for  him  endlefs  mone,  and  evermore 
With  her  foft  garment  wipes  away  the  gore, 
Which  (tains  his  fnowy  fkin  with  hateful  hue : 
But  when  ihe  faw  no  help  might  him  reftore. 
Him  to  a  dainty  fiowre  flte  did  tranfmew. 

Which  in  that  ck^.  was  wrought,  as  if  it  lively  grew* 

XXXIX. 

So  was  ^ztichunher  clad  in  goodly  wile. 
And  round  about  it  many  beds  were  dighr. 
As  whylome  was  the  antique  worldes  giiile. 
Some  for  untimely  eafe,  fome  for  delight. 
As  pleafed  them  to  ufe,  that  uie  it  might : 
And  all  was  full  of  Damzels,  and  of  Squires, 
,X>ancing  and  revelling  both  day  and  night. 
And  ^vinoraing  deep  in  fenfual  defires. 

And  C^  ftill  cmongft  them  kindled  luflful  fires.- 
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And  ali  the  vhUtf/iweec  nuifick  did  4mde 

Her  loofer  notes  wiifh  I^fdimi  hutaonj ; 

And  all  t^e  while,  fweet  birds  thereto  applide 

Their  daii\|:yl«ylMid  dulcet  ]nelody» 

Ay  caroliiur  of  l^ve  and  jollicy^  • 

That  wonder  was  to  hear  their  trim,  oonfoit. ; 

Which  whfln  tbofe  Knights  beheld,  with  fconiful  eye. 

They  'fdeigned^  fdch  ia^vious  difport, 
Aqd  lotfth'd  ^  loofe  xleGiieamir&  of  that  waotbitibrc.    . 

Thence  they  yrirc  broi^t  to  that  grtat  Ladies  View^  * 
Whom  they  found  fitting  on  a  furoptuous  bed. 
That  gliftreil  4)1  with  gold  and  glorious  fhcw,' 
As  the  proud  P;er/ia9  Queens  accuftomed : 
She  feein*d  a  woman  c^  great  bountihed, 
And  of  rar^bp^uty,  faving  that  afcaunce    . 
Her  wanton  eyes,  iU  figns  of  womanhcd. 
Did  roU  too  lightly,  and  too  often  glaunce. 

Without  r^ard  of  gmce,  or  comply  amenanccu..      .    . 

XLII. 

Long  work  it  were,  apd  needlefs  to  devife 
Their  goodly  entertainment  and  grett  glee : . :  . 
She  caufed  them  b^  le(|  in  courteous  wife* 

.  Into  a  bowre,  difarmed  for  to  be» 
And  chearcd  well  with  wine  and  fpiceree : 
The  Redcrofs  Knif^t  was  foon  difarmed  there; 
But  the  brave  maifd  would  npt  difarmed  be. 
But  only  vented  up  her  umbriere^ 

And  fo  did  let  her  goodly  vifage  to  appear. 

'    XLIIL 

As  when  fair  CyntUay  in  darkfome  night. 
Is  in  a  noyous  cloud  enveloped. 
Where  (he  may  find  the  fab(lance  thin  and  light. 
Breaks  forth  her  filver  beams,  and  her  bright  head 
Difcovers  to  the  world  difcomfited  i 
Of  the  poor  traveller  that  went  a(tray« 
With  t^oi^and  bklfings  ihe  is  hefied^ 
Such  was  the  beauty  and  the  fliining.ray. 

With  which  hirBriimartgwc  light^Hnto  the.day*  . 


Now  were  difiurm^^iii  '^«i  liM  dMnfel^ 
Uatosh&r  Tie«,  and  iofilpMf  usibatthc  % 
For  they  all  fcemed  coumous  and  fgtOk 
And  all  fix  bretbreo  bbm  df  onepateot^ 
Which  ^ad  dwin^tmm'd  in  all  dvttittee, 

,*  And  goodly  taught  to  ttk  and  tuitoattMiit ;       -  *[ 
Now  were  ttof  liegeman  to  chis  Lady  free^    ' 

AodiiieaJfiiaghia^IemGeoiifitit,  tol^ld^Jierki'fise,  * 

A  joBy  pesfbov  and  of  oooody  view; 
The  icaoDd  was  Pofkmfiy  a  bold  Kn^, 
And  next  oo  htm  JouoM  did  enfue  ; 
BafcuMe  did  bimfelf  nvoft  ciDomous  lliew  y 
But  fierce  Budkmti'r  fremM'Cooibli  and  keeft; 
And  yet  in  arms  NMame  greater  grew : 
All  were-fetr  Knighcs,  and  goodty  well  befeen ; 

But  to  fair  BriMMrt  they  alt  but  fluidowB  been. 

XLVI. 

For  fhe  was  full  of  amiable  grace. 
And  manly  terrour  imced  there^witfidl. 
That  as  the  one  ttr'd  up  aSediMs  bafe* 
So  th'other  did  mans  ralb  dk^tth  appaH,  -  • 

And  hold*  them  l}ack,.r  that  would  in; errour  fall ; 
As  h^  that  hath  efpy^d  a  vermeU"  Rdfe, 
To  which  fhat^  thorns  and  breres  the  way  forftatt* 
Dare  not  for  dread  his  baixiy  hand'txpoft  ^  '  , 

But  wUhing  it  far  off;  his  idle  wt&  dd&  iofe. 

XLVH;  . 

Whom  when  thft  Lady  faw  fe  fair  a 
AH  ignorant  of  hencoatrary  fex 
(bar  (he  her  we«nd«  frefh  andlufty  Knight) 
She  greasly  ^gan  ananMured  to  wex,      * 
And  with  vain  thoughts  her  frifcd  fency  vex  : 
Her  fickle  heart  conceived  haft*y  fire, 
Like  fparks  o£  fire  whicb  fall  in  flender  flat. 
That  flionly  bront  into  ekcreim^ddire,    -  * 

And  rvibckt  all  her  yutm  wiih  pafllon^mtre. 
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XLYJn. 

Ef  cfoons  flic  grlv^  ttv  gnat  inf  Midicer 
And  iDto  terms  of  «pca  ottunge  brvA^ 
That  plain  difcovcr^d  her  incondnence^ 
Ne  reckc  At  ^)m  her  rotaning  did  miftruft  i 
For  ihe  Jwaa  ^eo  all  to  flelUy  luft* 
And  poured  forth  ki^fenfual  detight. 
That  ziVttp^of  ikatne  Ifaa  hM  difcuft^ 
And  liMt  Fefp€&  of  honour  put  to  flight  ( 

So  flianaeteft  beaoty  feon  becgmw  a*  loathly  fighf* 

XLIX. 

Fair  Ladies,  that  toe  lo^  capped  are, 
AdkI  chaise  defirot  4o  nourifti  in  your  mind» 
Let  not  her  £ttilt  your  fweet  ^fefti6ns  mar, 
Ne  htoi'the  botm^  of  all  woman  kind, 
Mongft  thoufands  good,  one  wanfon  Dairti^  to  find: 
Emongft  the  ReJes  gtow  fonie  kicked  weeds  1    •  • 
For  this^a^  not  to- love,  but  luft  inclined  1 
For  love. does  akrilya  bring  forA  bounteous  deeds. 

And  in  each  gentkcheatt  defus  of  honour  breeda.  ' 

Nought  fo  of  love  t^ 'fooler  t)iiMiAd  dcill»  ^  ^ 

But  as  a  coal  tb^  kindle  fleflily  flame. 
Giving  the  bridle  to  her  wa^t6h  Svill^ 
And  treading  undin*  foot  her  honeft  name : 
Stach  love  is  hate»  and  foch  ddire-'is  fiiame. 
Still  did  (He  rove  at-lier  with  crafty  glance    * 
Of  her  felfe  eyes,  that  at  her  heart  did  aifn. 
And* told  her  meaning  in  her  countenance ; 

But  BrUomart  difTeffibkd  it  with  ignorance. 

LL 

Supper  was  flionly  d^ht,  and  down  they  faC^  ' 

Where  they  were  ferved  with  all  funiptuous  fare^ 
Whiles  fruitful  Ore^y  and  Lifam  &t 
Pourd  out  their:  plenty,  withoKU:  ^ight  or  ipare :      ' 
Nought*  Wanted  there,  that  dainty  was  and  rare  \     ^ 
And  aye  the  cupai  their  bariks  did  overflow. 
And  aye  hecMen  thi  eufps^  tht  did  prepare 
Way  to  her  love;  and  lo:rQa  darts  did  throw ; 

But  Mrhonntrt'  would  not  feeh  gutltful  melfige  knoWs 


3^  THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.    B<»km. 

XII.  : 

So  when  they  flaked  had  the  fervent  hete 
Of  appetite  with  meats  of  every  fort. 
The  Lady  did  fair  BrUmari  entreat 
Her  to.  difarm,  and  with  delightful  fport 
To  loofe  her  warlike  limbs  and  ftrong  effort ; 
But  when  fhe  mote  not  thereunto  be  wod^ 
(For  fhe  het  fex  under  that  ftraiDge  purport 
Did  ufe  to  hide,  and  plain  appoar^nce  (hun :) 

In  plainer  wife  to  tell  her  grievance  (he  begun. 

IlIL 

And  all  attonce  di(€over*d  her  defire  ^ 
With  fighs,  and  fobs,  and  plaiotSi  and  pitious^ef, 
The  outward  fparks  of  her  iri-bui:ning  fire  i 
Which  fpent  in  vain,  at  laft,  flie  told  her  brie^ 
;That  but  if  fhe  did  lend  hef  ihort  relief. 
And  4o  her  comfort,  ihe  jtnote  algates  dye. 
But  the  f  hafte  Dam^^/et,  tha(  had  never  pckf 
Of  fuch  makngine  and  fine  forgeiy^ 

Did  eafily  believe  her  (trong  extr^mity<i  . 

LIV.   '  ' 

Full  eafie  ^as  fpr  her  to  have  belief^;         " 
Who  by  felf-feeling  of  her  feeble  fex. 
And  by  long  trial  of  the  in^fard  ^rief, . 
Wherewith  imperious  love  her.  ^i^t.did  vex. 
Could  judgp  whft  pa'ms  do  loviqg  hearts  perpkz. 
Who  means  no  guile,  be  guiled  foonefl  (hall. 
And  to  fair  femblance  doth  light  faith  annex ; 
The  Bird,  that  knows  not  the  falfe  Fowlers  call» 

Into  his  hidden  net  full  eafily  doth  fall. 

LV. 

Forthy  fhe  would  not  in  difcourteous  wifc^ 
Scorn  ^he  fair  p^er  of  good  wUl  profeft; 
For  great  rebuke  it  is,  love  to  defpife. 
Or  rudely  -fdeign  a  gpntle  hearts  requeft, 
But  with  fair  countenance,,  as  befeemed  bef):. 
Her  entertained,  nath'lcfs,  (he  inly  deem*d 
Her  love  too  light,  to  wooe  a  waii4nQg  gueft : 
Which  flie  mifconftruing,  therel^y  dileem'd 
ThatfroiD  Ukeiaward fire  chat 9PjEyQ^4fn^ 


} 
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LVI. 

Therewith  awhile  (he  her  flit  fancy  fed. 
Till  fixe  mote  win  fit  time  for  her  defire : 
But  yet  her  wound  ftill  inward  frelhly  bled^ 
And  through  her  bones  the  falfe  inftilled  fird 
pid  fpread  it  felf,  and  venom  elofe  infpire* 
Tho  were  the  tables  taken  all  away^ 
And  every  Knight,  and  every  gentle  S^uini 
Gan  choofe  his  Dame  with  Ba/ciomam  gay^ 

With  whom  he  meant  to  make  his  fport  and  coUrtiy  pllj^ 

LVII. 

Some  fell  to  datice,  fome  fell  to  hazacdry^ 
Some  to  make  love,  fome  to  make  merrimenty 
As  diverfe  wits  to  diverfe  things  apply  i 
And  all  the  while  izw  Malecafta  bent 
Her  crafty  engines  to  her  clofe  intent. 
By  this  th*eternal  lamps^  wherewith  high  jovt 
Doth  light  the  lower  world,  were  half  yfpent, 
And  the  moift  Daughters  of  huge  ^las  ftrov<! 

into  the  ocean  deep  to  drive  their  weary  drove* 

LVill. 

High  time  it  feemed  then  for  every  wight 
Them  to  betake  unto  their  kindly  reft  \ 
Eftfoons  long  waxen  torches  weren  lights 
Unto  f heir  bowres  to  guklen  ev Vy  gueft : 
Tho  when  the  Britonefs  faw  all  tht  relt 
Avoided  quite,  (he  *gan  her  felt  defpoilf 
And  fafe  commit  to  her  foft  feathred  neft  ; 
Where  through  long  watch,  and  late  days  weJiry  toiU 

She  foundly  flept,  and  earful  thoughts  did  quite  afibili. 

Now  whenas  all  the  world  in  filence  deep 
Ylhroudcd  was,  and  every  mortal  wight 
Was  drowned  in  the  depth  of  deadly  lleep^ 
Fair  Malecaft^y  whofe  engrieved  fpright 
Could  find  no  reft  in  ftich  perplexed  plight^ 
Lightly  arofe  out  of  her  weary  bedj 
And  under  the  black  veil  of  guilty  nighty 
Her  with  a  fcarlet  mantle  covered, 

Thit  was  with  gold  and  ermines  fair  enveloped^ 
Vol.  I.  A  a 
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LX. 

Then  panting  foft,  and  trembling  eVery  joint. 
Her  fearful  feet  towards  the  bowre  fht  nioy*d  ^ 
Where  fhe  for  fccret  purpofe  did  appoint 
To  lodge  the  warlike  maid  unwifely  lov*d. 
And  to  her  bed  approching,  firft  ihe  prov'd 
Whether  flic  flept  or  wakt,  with  her  foft  hand 
She  foftly  felt,  if  any  member  mov*d. 
And  lent  her  weary  ear  to  underftand, 

if  any  puff  of  breath,  or  fign  of  fenfe  flie  fand. 

LXI. 

'Which  whenas  none  ftie  found,  with  eafie  fliift. 
For  fear  left  her  unwares  flie  fliould  abraid, 
Th'embroidrcd  quilt  ftie  lightly  up  did  lift. 
And  by  her  fide  her  felf  ftie  foftly  laid. 
Of  cvVy  fineft  fingers  touch  affraid  ? 
Ne  any  noifc  Ihe  made,  ne  word  Ihe  fpake. 
But  inly  figh'd.    At  laft  the  royal  maid 
Out  of  her  quiet  flumber  did  awake. 

And  changed  her  weary  fide,  the  better  cafe  to  take. 

LXII. 

Where  feeling  one  clofe  couched  by  her  fide. 
She  lightly  leapt  out  of  her  filed  bed. 
And  to  her  weapon  ran,  in  mind  to  gride 
The  loathed  leachour.    But  the  Dame,  half  dead 
Through  fuddain  fear  and  ghaftly  drerihed. 
Did  (hriek  aloud,  that  through  the  houfe  it  rong. 
And  the  whole  family  therewith  adred, 
Rafhiy  out  of  their  rouzed  couches  fprong,. 

And  to  the  troubled  chamber  all  in  arms  did  throng. 

LXIIL 

And  thofe  fix  Knights,  that  Ladys  champions. 
And  eke  the  Redcrofs  knight  ran  to  the  ftound. 
Half  arm'd  and  half  unarmed,  with  them  attons.* 
Where  when  confufedly  they  came,  they  found 
Their  Lady  lying  on  the  fcnfelefs  ground ; 
On  th*  other  fide,  they  faw  the  warlike  maid 
All  in  her  fnow-white  fmock,  with  locks  unbound^ 
Threatning  the  point  of  her  avenging  blade. 

That  with  fo  troublous  terror  they  were  all  dihnayd^ 
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LXIV. 

About  their  Lady  firft  they  flockt  around : 
Whom  having  laid  in  comfortable  couch» 
Shortly  they  rcarM  out  of  her  frozen  fwound  ; 
And  afterwards  they  *gan  with  foul  reproach 
To  ftir  up  llrife,  and  troublous  contecke  broach : 
But  by  enfample  of  the  lafl  days  lofs* 
None  of  them  rafhly  durll  to  her  approach^ 
Ne  in  fo  glorious  fpoil  themfelves  embofs  ; 

Her  fuccourd  eke  the  champion  of  the  bloody  crofs^ 

.      LXV. 

But  one  of  thofe  fix  Knights,  Gardante  hight. 
Drew  out  a  deadly  bow  and  arrow  keen, 
Which  fort;h  he  fent  with  felonous  deipight, 
Aiid  fell  intent  againft  the  virgin  fheen  : 
The  mortal  fteel  (laid  not,  till  it  was  feen 
To  gore  her  fide ;  yet  was  the  wound  not  d^epj 
But  lightly  rafcd  her  foft  filken  skin. 
That  drops  of  purple  blood  there-out  did  weep. 

Which  did  her  liliy  (mock  with  ftains  of  vermeil  fteep* 

LXVL 

Where-with  enras'd,  flie  fiercely  at  them  flew. 
And  with  her  flaming  fword  about  her  laid. 
That  none  of  them  roul  mifchief  could  efcheW, 
But  with  her  dreadful  ilrokes  were  all  difmaid  : 
Here,  there,  and  every  where  about  her  fwaid 
Her  wrathful  fteel,  that  none  mote  it  abidd ; 
And  eke  the  Redcrofs  Knight  gave  her  good  aid. 
Ay  joining  foot  to  foot,  and  fide  to  fide. 

That  in  fhon  fpace  their  fpes  they  have  quite  terf ifide^ 

LXVII. 

Tho  whenas  all  were  put  to  (hamdful  IJighr, 
The  noble  Britomartis  her  arraid, 
And  her  bright  arms  ab^ut  her  body  dight :    1 
For  nothing^  would  fhe  longer  there  be  ftaid. 
Where  fo  loofe  life,  and  fo  ungentle  trade 
Was  us'd  of  Knights  and  Ladies  feeming  gent : 
So  early,  ere  the  grofs  earths  griefie  fliadc. 
Was  all  difperft  out  of  the  firmament, 

They  took  their  fteeds,  s^id  forth  up<)n  their  journey  weot^ 
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C  A  N  TO    11. 

The  Redcrofs  Knight -tq  Britomart 

Defcrihetb  Artbegall : 
The  wondrous  mirrour  by  which  Jhe 

In  Icve  did  with  him  falU 

I. 

Here  have  I  caufe  in  men  juft  blame  to  findy 
That  in  their  proper  praife  too  partial  be. 
And  not  indifferent  to  woman-kind. 
To  whom,  no  fliare  in  arms  and  chevalrte 
They  do  impart,  ne  maken  memorie 
Of  their  brave  gefts  and  prowefs  martiall  \ 
Scarce  do  they  fpare  to  one,  or  two,  or  three. 
Room  in  their  writs  ;  yet  the  fame  writing  fmall 

Does  all  their  deeds  deface,  and  dims  their  glories  all : 

II. 

But  by  record  of  antique  times  I  find. 
That  women  wont  in  wars  to  bear  moft  fway. 
And  to  all  great  exploits  themfelves  inclined: 
Of  which  they  ftill  the  girlond  bore  away. 
Till  envious  men  (fearing  their  rules  decay) 
Gan  coin  (Iraight  laws  to  curb  their  liberty  \ 
Yet  fith  they  warlike  arms  have  laid  away. 
They  have  exceld  in  arts  and  policy. 

That  now  we  foolifh  meji.that  praife  'gin  eke  t'envy. 

,      III. 

Of  warlike  puiflance  in  ages  fpeht, 

Be  thou  rair  Britomart^  whole  praife  |  write ;  : 
But  of  all  wifdom  be  thou  precedent, 
O  foveraine  Queen,  whofc  praife  I  would  endite^ 
Enditc  I  would  as  duty  doth  excite^-  - 

^  But  ah  !  my  rhimes  too  ride  and  rugged  arc. 
When  in  fo  high  an  objedl  they  do  light. 
And  ftriving  fit  w  mak^J  fear  do  rhar  : 

Thyfclf  thy  praifcs  tell,  -and  make  them  knowcn  farr. 
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«     JL  V  •      f         * 

She  travelling  with  Guyon  by  the  way. 

Of  fuAdry  things  fair  purpofe  *gan  to  find, 
T*  abridge  their  journey  long,  and  lingring  day  ^ 
Mongit  which  it  fell  into  that  Fairys  mind. 
To  ask  this  Briton  maid,  what  uncouth  wind 
Biought  her  into  thofe  parts,  and  what  inquefl 
Made  her  diffcmble  her  difguifed  kind: 
Fair  Lady  (he  him  fecmd,  like  Lady  dreft; 

But  fatreft  Knight  alive,  when  armed  was  her  brcaft. 

V. 

Thereat  fhe  fighing  foftly  had  no  powre 
To  fpeak  awhile,  ne  ready  anfwer  make ; 
But  with  heart-thrilling  throbs  and  bitter  ftowrc. 
As  if  fhc  had  a  fever,  fu,  did  quake. 
And  ev'ry  d^ipty  Ijmb  with  horrour  ihake; 
And  evtr  and  anon  the  rofy  red 
Flaftit  through  her  faCe^  as  it  had  been  a  flake 
Of  lightning,  through  bright  heaven  fulmined  •, 

At  laft,  the  paiEon-  pail:,  (he  thus  him  anfwered. 

:     VI. 

Fair  Sir,  I  let  you  weet,  that  from  the  hpurc 

I  taken  was  from  nurfes  tender  pap,  [ 

I  have  been  trained  up  in  warlike  ftowr^,^ 

To  toflcn  fpear  and  Ihield,  and  to  affrap ' 

The  warlike  rider  to  his  moft  mifhap  -, 

Sithence  I  loathed  have  my  life  to  lead, 

As  Ladies  wont  in  pleafures  wanton  lap : 

To  finger  the  fine  needle  and  nice  thread. 

Me  liefer  were  with  point  of  foe-mans  fpear  be  dead. 

VIL 

All  my  delight  on  deeds  of  arms  is  fet. 
To  hunt  out  perils  and  adventures  hard. 
By  fea,  by  land,  where-fo  they  may  be  met. 
Only  for  honour  and  for  high  regard. 
Without  refpcdt  of  rrches  or  reward. 
FonTuch  intent  into  thefe  parts  I  came, 
Withouten  compafs,  or  withoutcn  card,  * 
Far  from,  my  native  foil,  that  is  by  name 

The  greater  BrUain^  here  to  feck  for  prail'e  and  fame. 
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VIII.. 

Fame  blazed  hath,  that  here  in  Faify  iond 
Do  many  famous  Knights  and  Ladies  wonney 
And  many  ftrange  adventures  to  be  fond^ 
Of  which  great  worth  and  worihip  mav  bi^  won  i 
Which  I  to  prove,  this  voyage  H^vc  oegufi. 
But  robte  I  weet  of  you,  right  courteous  Knight^ 
Tidings  of  on^,  that  batH  unto  me  done 
Late  foui  diflipnour  and  r^prochful  fpight, 

The  which  I  fcek  to  wreak,  and  Jribeg^l  he  hkiit« 

IX. 

The  word  gone  qi;it,  Ihe  baek  again  would  call. 
As  her  repenting  fo  to  have  miflay'd^ 
But  that  he  it  uprtaking  ere  the  fall^ 
Her  ihortly  anfwered ;  Fair  martial  male) 
Certes  ye  mifavif^d  been,  t'upbr^id 
A  gentle  Knight  with  fo  unknightlv  blame ; 
For  wect  ye  well,  of  all  that  ever  plaid 
At  tilt  or  tourney,  or  like  warlike  game^ 

The  noble  Arihegal  hath  ever  born^  the  name, 

For  thy  great  wonder  were  it,  if  fuch  ihame  - 
Should  ever  enter  in  hjs  bounteous  thought. 
Or  ever  do  that  mote  defcrven  blame  : 
The  noble  courage  never  weeneth  ought. 
That  may  unworthy  of  it  felf  be  thought. 
Therefore,  fair  Damzel,  be  ye  well  aware. 
Left  that  too  far  he  have  your  forrow  fou^C ; 
You  and  your  country  both  I  wifh  welfare, 

And  honour  both  \  for  each  of  other  worthy  z/cn. 

XI. 

^The  royal  maid  woz  inly  wondrous  glad« 
To  hear  her  Love  fo  highly  magnifide. 
And  joyed  that  ever  (he  affixed  had 
Her  heart  on  Knight  fo  goodly  gloryfide. 
How  ever  finely  Ihe  it  feignd  to  hide : 
The  loving  mother,  that  nine  months  did  bear^ 
In  the  dear  clofet  of  her  painful  fide. 
Her  tender  babe,  it  feeing  fafe  appeare. 

Doth  not  fo  much  rcjoyce,  as  fhc  rejoyced  there* 
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XIL 

But  to  occaiion  him  to  further  talk. 
To  feed  her  humour  with  this  pleafii^  ftile^ 
Her  lift  in  ftrife-full  terms  with  him  to  balk. 
And  thus  replide ;  However,  Sir,  ye  file 
Your  courteous  tongue  his  praifes  to  compile^ 
It  ill  beTeems  a  Knight  of  gentle  fort^ 
Such  as  ye  have  htm  boafted,  to  b^uile 
A  fimple  maid,  and  work  fo  heinous  tort. 

In  fhame  of  knighthood,  as  I  largely  can  report. 

XIII. 

Let  be  therefore  my  vengeance  to  diffuadc. 
And  read,  where  I  that  faytour  falfe  may  find. 
Ah,  but  if  reafon  fair  might  you  perfuade. 
To  (lake  your  wrath,  and  molliBe  your  mind. 
Said  he,  perhaps  ye  fhould  it  better  find  : 
For  hardy  thing  it  is,  to  ween  by  might. 
That  man  to  hard  conditions  to  bind. 
Or  ever  hope  to  match  in  equal  fight  ^ 

Whofe  prowefs  paragon  faw  never  living  wight.  *  ^ 

XIV, 

Ne  foothlich  is  it  eafie  for  to  read. 

Where  now  on  earth,  or  how  he  may  be  found  } 
For  he  ne  wonneth  in  one  certain  ftead. 
But  reftlefs  walketb  all  the  world  around. 
Ay  doing  things,  that  to  bis  fame  redound. 
Defending  Ladies  caufe,  and  Orphans  right, 
Wherefo  he  hears,  that  any  doth  confound 
Them  comfortlefs,  through  tyranny  or  might ; 

So  is  his  foveraine  honour  rais'd  to  heavens  height* 

XV. 

His  feeling  words  her  feeble  fenfe  much  pleas'd. 
And  fofdy  funk  into  her  molten  heart ; 
Heart  that  is  inly  hurt,  is  greatly  eas'd 
With  hope  of  thing  that  may  allay  his  fmart ; 
For  pleafmg  words  are  like  to  magick  arc. 
That  doth  the  charmed  fnake  in  Dumber  lay  : 
Such  fecret  eafe  felt  gentle  Britomarty 
Yet  lift  the  fame  efForce  with  feignd  gainfay  ; 

(So  4ifcord  oft  in  mufick  makes  the  fweecer  lay.) 
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XVI. 

And  faid.  Sir  kqight,  thcfe; idle  terms  forbear. 
And  fith  it  is  uncath  to  find  his  haqnt. 
Tell  me  fome  marks,  by  which  he  may  appear. 
If  chance  I  him  encounter  paravaunt  5 
For  pcrdy  one  fhall  other  flay,  or  daunt :  [fted. 

What  fhape,  what  Ihield,  what  irms,  what  fteed,  w^iat 
And  whatfo  elfe  his  perfon  moft  mjiy  vaunt ; 
All  which  the  Redcrofs  knight  to  point  arcd, 

^nd  hkn.  in  every  part  before  her  faQiioned. 

XVIL 

Yet  him  in  every  part  before  Ihe  knew. 
However  lift  her  now  h^r  knowledge  feign, 
Sith  him  whilomc  in  Baitoiin  fhe  did  view. 
To  her  reveled  in  a  mirrour  plain  ; 
Whereof  did  grow  her  firft  engrafFed  pain  ; 
Whofe  root  and  ftalk  fo  bitter  yet  did  taftc, 
That  but  the  fruit  more  fweetnefs  did  contain, 
Her  wretched  days  in  dolour  Ihe  mote  wafte. 

And  yield  the  prey  of  love  to  loathfome  death  at  la(L 

XVIIL 

By  ftrange  occafion  (he  did  him  behold, 

Attd  much  more  ftrangcly  *gan  to  love  his  figh?,] 

As  it  in  books  hath  written  *  been  of  old. 

In  Debeubartb  that  now  Sonth-^ales  is  hight. 

What  tihie  King  Ryence  reign'd,  and  dealed  right. 

The  great  magician  Merlin  had  deviz*d^ 

By  his  deep  fcience  and  hell-dreaded  might, 

A  Lboking.glafs  right  wondroufly  aguiz'd,     [niz'd, 

Whofe  virtues  through  the  wide  world  foon  were  folem* 

XIX. 

It  vertue  had,  to  (hew  in  perfcft  fight, 

What-ever  thing  was  in  the  world  containM, 
Betwixt  the  loweft  earth  and  heavens  height^ 
So  that  it  to  the  looker  appertained ; 
Whatever  foe  had  wrought,  or  friend  had  feign'd^ 
Therein  difcovcr'd  was,  ne  ought  mote  pafs, 
Ne  ought  in  fecret  from  the  fame  remained  i 
Forthy  it  round  and  hollow  (hapcd  was, 

l^ike  to  die  world  it  fdf^  and  fcem'd  a  v?orId  of  ^lafi^ 
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XX.  ,  ,  . 

Who  vfonders  riot,  that  reads  fo  wondrous  wort?' 
Bat  who  docs  wonder  that  has  read  the  towre. 
Wherein  th'Egyptian  Phao  long  did  lurk; 
From  all  mens  view,  and  none  might  her  dilcourc. 
Yet  fhe  might  all  men  view  out  of  her  bowre  ? 
Great  Ptolomy  it  for  his  Lemans  fake 
Ybuilded  all  of  glafs,  by  magick  "powre, 
An^  alfo  it  impregnable  did  make ; 

Yet  when  his  Love  was  frife,  he  with  a  peaze  it  brake. 

XXL 

Such  was  the  glaflfjr  globe  that  Merlin  made, 
And  gave  unto  King  Ryence  for  his  guard. 
That  never  foes  his  Kingdom  might  invade. 
But  he  it  knew  at  home  before  he  heard 
Tidings  thereof,  and  fo  them  ftill  debard« 
It  was  a  famous  prefent  for  a  Prince^ 
And  worthy  work  of  infinite  reward. 
That  treafons  could  bewray,  and  foes  convince^ 

Happy  this  realm,  had  it  remained  ever  fince, 

XXIL    . 
•      One  day  it  fortuned,  fair  Britomart 
Into  her  fathers  clofet  to  repair  •,  * 
For  nothing  he  from  her  referv*d  apart. 
Being  his  only  daughter  and  his  heir : 
Where  when  flie  had  efpide  that  mirrour  fair. 
Her  felf  awhile  therein  fhe  view'd  in  vain ; 
Tho  her  avizing  of  the  vertues  rare. 
Which  thereof  fpoken  were,  Ihe  *gan  again 

Het  to  bethink  of  that  mote  to  her  felf  pertain. 

XXIIL 

But  as  It  falleth  in  the  gentleft  hearts 

Imperious  Love  hath  higheft  fet  his  throne,   . 

And  tyrannizeth  in  the  bitter  fmarts 

Of  them,  that  to  bim  buxom  are  and  prone  : 

So  thought  this  maid  (as  maidens  ufc  to  done) 

Whom  fortune  for  her  hufband  would  allot, 

Not  that  fhe  lufled  after  any  one  ; 

Fqr  fhe  was  pure  from  blame  of  finful  blot. 

Yet  wift  her  life  at  laft  mufl  link  in  that  fame  knot. 
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XXIV. 

Eftibens  there  was  prefented  to  her  eye* 

A  comely  Knight^  all  arm*d  in  compleat  wife. 
Through  whofe  bright  ventaile  lifted  up  oa  high 
His  manly  face,  that  did  his  foes  agrile^ 
And  fripnds  to  terms  of  gentle  truce  .entUe, 
Lookt  f  orth»  as  Pbcebus  race  out  of  the  eaft 
Betwixt  two  fhady  mountains  doth  arife  ; 
Portly  his  perfon  was,  and  much  increaft 

Through  his  hcroick  grace,  and  honourable  geft, 
.  XXV. 

His  creft  was  covered  with  a  couchant  hound, 

.    And  all  his  armour  feem'd  of  antique  mould,  • 
But  wondrous  mafly  and  affured  found. 
And  round  about  yfretted  all  with  gold. 
In  which  there  written  was  with  cyphers  old, 
jlcbiUes  arms  J  wbicb  Artbegall  did  win.. 
And  on  his  fhield  enveloped  fevenfold 
He  bore  a  crowned  litde  ermilio. 

That  deckt  the  azure  field  with  her  fair  pouldred  ikia. 

XXVI. 

The  Damzel  well  did  view  his  perConage, 
And  liked  well,  ne  further  faftned  not. 
But  went  her  way  \  ne  her  unguilty  age 
Did  ween,  unwares,  that  her  unlucky  lot    • 
Lay  hidden  in  the  bottom  of  the  pot ; 
Of  hurt  unwifl  mod  danger  doth  redound  \ 
But  the  falfe  archer,  which  that  arrow  Ihot 
So  (lily,  that  (he  did  not  feel  the  wound. 

Did  fmile  full  fmoothly  at  her  weetlefs  woeful  ftound* 

XXVII. 

Thenceforth  the  feather  in  her  lofty  creft. 
Ruffed  of  love,  'gan  lowly  to  avail. 
And  her  proud  portance,  and  her  princely  geft. 
With  which  (he  earft  triumphed,  now  did  quail : 
Sad,  folemn,  foure,  and  full  of  fancies  frail 
She  wox  i  yet  wift  (he  neither  how,,  nor  why. 
She  wift  not,  filly  maid,  what  (he  did  ail  ^ 
Yet  wift,  (he  was  not  well  at  eafe  perdy. 

Yet  thought  it  was  not  love,  but  fome  melanchoIy*^ 


CantoIL      THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.  379 

xxvni. 

So  foon  as  night  ha^  with  her  pallid  hue 
DefacM  the  i^fiuty  of  the  (hining  Iky, 
And  reft  from  men  the  worlds  defired  view. 
She  with  her  nurfe  adown  to  fleep  did  lye } 
But  fleep  full  far  away  from  her  did  fly  : 
Inftead  thereof  fad  fighs  and  fprrows  deep 
Kept  watch  and  ward  about  her  warily ; 
That  nought  flie  did  but  watl^u  and  often  fteep 

Her  dainty  couch  with  tears,  which  clofely  Am  did  weep. 

XXIX. 

And  if  that  any  drop  (^  flumbring  feft 
Did  chance  to  Hill  into  her  weary  fpright. 
When  feeble  nature  felt  her  felf  opprefl: ; 
Streightway  with  dreams,  and  with  fantaftick  fight 
Of  dreadful  things  the  fame  was  put  to  flight. 
That  oft  out  of  her  bed  ihe  did  aftart. 
As  one  with  view  of  ghafliy  fiends  affright : 
Tho  *gan  Ihc  to  renew  her  former  fmart. 

And  think  of  that  fair  vifage  written  in  her  heart. 

XXX. 

O  ae  night,  when  fhe  was  toft  with  fuch  unreft,  ^ 
Her  aged  nurle,  whofe  name  was  Glauce  hight, 
'  Feeling  her  leap  out  of  her  loathed  neft. 
Betwixt  her  feeble  arms  her  quickly  keight. 
And  down  again  in  her  warm  bed  her  dight  ^ 
Ah  my  dear  daughter,  ah  my  deareft  dread. 
What  uncouth  fit,  fatd  fl)e«  what  evil  plight 
Hath  thee  oppreft,  and  with  fad  drearybead 

Changed  thy  lively  chear,  and  living  made  thee  dead  ? 

XXXI. 

For  not  of  nought  thefe  fuddain  ghaftly  fears 
All  night  afflid  thy  natural  repofe  ; 
And  all  the  day  whenas  thine  equal  peers 
Their  fit  difports  with  fair  delight  do  chofe. 
Thou  in  dull  corners  doft  thy  felf  inclofe, 
Ne  tafteft  Princes  pleafures,  ne  doft  fpred 
Abroad  thy  frefli  youths  faireft  flow  re,  but  loie 
Both  leaf  and  fruit,  both  too  untimely  flied, 

As  one  in  \yilful  b^k  for  ever  buried. 
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XXXII. 
The  time,  that  mortal  men  their  weary  cares 
Do  lay  away,  and  all  wild  beafts'doTcft, 
And  every  river  eke  his  courfe  for"bears. 
Then  doth  this  wicked  evil  thee  irifeft. 
And  rive  with  thoofand  throbs  thy  thrilled  breaft  ; 
Like  an  huge  JEiri  of  deep  engulfed  grief. 
Sorrow  is  heaped  in  thy  hollow  ch'eft. 
Whence  forth  it  breaks  in  fighs  and  anguiih  rife. 

As  fmoak  and  fulphnr  mingled  with  cbnfufed  ftrife. 

XXXIIL 

Ay  me,  how  mueh  I  fear,  left  love  it  be.j 
But  if  that  love  it  be,  as  fure  I  read  -^ 
By  knowen  figns  and  paffions,  which  Ifce, 
Be*t  worthy  of  thy  race  and  royal  feed;  \ 
Thea  I  avow  by  this  moft  facred  head!  •  ' 
Of  my  dear  fofter  child;  to  eafe-tby  grifcfi 
And  wilt  thy  will :  'Thftrefore  away  do^drcad^ 
For  death  nor  danger  from  thy  dot  relief 

Shall  naE  debar :  cell  n>c  therefore  mf  fi%^ft  lief. 

XXXIV. 

So  having  faid,  her  'twixt  her  ai'frtes  twaift  • 
She.ftraightly  ftrain'd,  and  colled  tenderly. 
And  every  trembling  joint,  and  every  vein 
She  fofttyfelt,  and  rubbed  bufily, 
To  da  the  frozen  cold  away  to  fly ; 
And  her  fair  dewy  eyes  with  kiflfes  dear 
She  oft  did  bathe,  and  oft  again  did  dry^ 
And  ever  her  importuned,  not  to  fear 

To  let  die  fccret  of  her  heart  to  hep  appear. 

XXXV. 

The  Damzel  paused,  and  then  thus  fearfully ; 
Ah  nurfe  !  what  needeth  thee  to  eke  my  pain  ? 
Is  not  enough  that  I  alone  do  dye. 
But  it  muft  doubled  be  with  death  of  twain  ? 
For  nought  for  me  but  death  there  doth  remain. 
O  daughter  dear,  faid  (he,  djt^fpair  no  whit  \ 
For  never  fore,  but-  might  a  falvc  obtain : 
That  Ijlinded  God,  which  hath  ye  blindly  fmit. 

Another  arrow  hath  your  lovers  heart  to  hit. 
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XXXVI. 

But  mine  ii  not,  .qtt0tb  0x^9  like  others  wowc¥l|' 
For  ytbich  ng  reafun  can  find  remedy* 
Was  never  fuch,  but  mote  the  hke  be  founds 
Said  (lie,  and  though  no  reafon  may  apply 
Salve  to  yoDr  fore,  y.et  Love  can  higher  Ay 
Than  reafons  reach,  and  oft  hath  wonders  dono« 
But  neither  God  of  love,  nor  God  of  iky 
Can  do  (f%id  .fhe)  that,  which  cannot  be  done^ 

Things  oft  impQifible  (faid  (he)  feem  ere  begun« 

XXXVII. 

Thefe  idle  words^  faid  fhe,  do  nonght  aflfv^e] 
My  ftubborn  fmarti  but  more  annoyance  breed : 
For  nO)  no  qfual  fire,  no  ufual  rage 
It  is,  O  nurfe,  which  on  my  Jife  doth  fe^d. 
And  fucks  tb^  blood,  which  from  my  heart  doth  bleed. 
But  fich  thy  faithful  2Ct;al  lets  me  not  hide 
My  crime  (if  criiqe  it  be)  I  will  it  read. 
Nor  Prince^  nor  peer  it  is,  whofe  love  hath  gride 

My  feeble  breaft  of  late,  and  launced  this  wound  wide  f 

XXXVIII. 

Nor  man  ic  isi  nor  other  living  wight. 

For  then  fome  hope  1  might  unto  me  draw ; 
But  th'only  (hade  and  femblant  of  a  Knight^ 
Whofe  Ihape  or  perfon  yet  I  never  faw, 
Hath  me  fubjeded  to  loves  cruel  law  : 
The  fame  one  day  as  me  misfortune  led, 
I  in  my  father's  wondrous  mirrour  faw. 
And  pkafed  with  that  feeming  goodiy-hed, 

Unwares  the  hidden  hook  with  bait  I  fwallowed. 

XXXIX. 

Sithence,  it  hath  infixed  fader  hold 

Within  my  bleeding  bowels,  and  fo  lore 
Now  rankleth  in  this  fame  frail  flefhly  mould. 
That  all  mine  entrails  flow  with  poih'nous  gore, 
And  th*ulcer  groweth  daily  more  and  morej 
Ne  can  my  running  fore  find  remedy. 
Other  than  my  hard  fortune,  to  deplore. 
And  languiih  as  the  leaf  fall'n  from  the  tree. 

Till. death  rr\ake. one  end  of  my.da^ys  and  mifcry.  ^       : 
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XL. 

Daughter  (aid  fliCi  what  neoi  ye  be  difitoaid. 
Or  why  make  ye  futh  monfter  of  ybttr  mind  9 
Of  much  more  uncouth  thift^  I  was  affh^d ) 
Of  filthy  luft,  contrary  unto  Kind : 
But  this  afiedion  nothing  ftrange  I  find  i 
For  whotwith  reaibn  can  yoii  ay  ttwA^^i 
To  love  the  femblant  pleafing  moft  your  mind. 
And  yield  your  heart  whence  ye  cannot  remove  ? 

No  guile  in  you  but  in  the  tyranny  of  love. 

Not  fo  th*  JraUan  MyrrV  did  fet  her  mind  % 
Not  fo  did  Biblu  fpend  her  pining  heart. 
But  lov'd  their  native  flefli  agunft  all  kind. 
And  to  their  purpofe  ufed  wicked  art : 
Yet  play*d  PafypbdS  a  more  monftroua  part. 
That  lov'd  a  Bull,  and  learned  a  beaft  to  be ; 
Such  fhameful  lufts  who  loaths  not,  which  depart 
From  courfe  of  nature  and  of  modefty  ? 

Sweet  Love  fuch  lewdnefs  bands  from  his  fttir  company. 

XLIL 

But  thine,  my  Dear  (welfare  thy  heart  my  de^fr} 
Though  ftrange  beginning  had,  yet  fixed  is 
On  one,  that  worthy  may  perhaps  appear  ; 
And  certes  feems  beftowed  not  amifs  : 
Joy  thereof  have  thou  and  eternal  bliis. 
With  that  up-leaning  on  her  elbow  weak. 
Her  alablafter  breaft  (he  foft  did  kifs. 
Which  all  that  while  fhe  felt  to  pant  and  quake. 

As  it  an  earth-quake  were ;  at  lad  fhe  thus  fadpake : 

XUII. 

Beldame,  your  words  do  work  me  little  eafe; 
For  though  my  love  be  not  fo  lewdly  bent, 
A%  thofe  ye  blame,  yet  may  it  nought  appeafe 
My  raging  fmart,  ne  ought  my  flame  relent, 
Buc  racher  doth  my  helplefs  grief  augment. 
For  they,  however  (bameful  and  unkind. 
Yet  did  poilefs  their  horrible  intent : 
Short  end  of  forrows  they  thereby  did  find  ; 

So  was  their  fortune  good>  though  wicked  were  their  mini. 
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XLIV. 

But  wicked  fortune  mine,  though  mind  be  g6od» 
Can  have  no  end,  nor  hope  of  toy  defire. 
But  feed  on  fhadows,  whiles  I  dye  for  food. 
And  like  a  fliadow  wex,  whiles  with  entire 
Afie6tion  I  do  languiOi  and  expire. 
I  fonder  than  Cepbifus  fbolifh  child. 
Who  having  viewed  in  a  fountain  /here 
His  face,  was  with  the  love  thereof  beguiled ; 

I  fonder  love  a  fhade,  the  body  far  exil'd. 

XLV.      ,    . 

Nought  like,  quoth  (he,  for  that  fame  wretched  boy 
Was  of  himfelf  the  idle  paramoure ; 
Both  love  and  Lover,  without  hope  of  joy. 
For  which  he  faded  to  a  watry  fldwre. 
But  better  fortune  thine,  and  better  houre. 
Which  lov*ft  the  ihadow  of  a  warlike  Knight  i 
No  ihadow,  but  a  body  hath  in  powre : 
That  body,  whcrcfoever  that  it  light. 

May  learned  he  by  cyphers,  or  by  magick  m{ght#' 

XLVI. 

But  if  thou  may  with  reafon  yet  reprefs 
The  growing  evil  ere  it  ftroigth  have  got. 
And  thee  abandoned  wholly  do  poflefs. 
Again  ft  it  ftrongty  ftrive,  and  yield  thee  not. 
Till  thou  in  open  field  adown  be  fmot. 
But  if  the  paflion  maifter  thy  frail  might. 
So  that  needs  love  or  death  muft  he  thy  lot. 
Then  I  avow  to  thee  by  wrong  or  right 

To  compafs  thy  delire,  and  find  that  loved  Knight« 

XLVIL 

Her  chearful  words  much  chear'd  the  feeble  fprlghc 
Of  the  fick  vii^n,  that  her  down  (he  layd 
In  her  warm  bed  to  fleep,  if  that  fhe  might ; 
And  the  old  woman  carefully  difplayd 
The  cbthea  about  her  round  with  bufie  ayd  j^ 
So  that  at  laft  a  little  creeping  fleep 
Surpriz'd  her  fenfe :  She,  therewith  well  apayd,  . 
The  drunken  lamp  down  in  the  oil  did  fteep, 

And  ftt  her  by  to  watch,  and  kt  her  by  to  weep. 
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x;lviil 

Early  tke  mcMrrow  next,  before  that  day 
His  joydus  face  did  to  the  worlc}  reveal. 
They  both  uprofe  and  took  their  ready  way 
Unto  the  church  their  prayers  to  appeal. 
With  great  devotion,  and  with  little  zeal : 
For  the  fair  damzcl  from  the  holy  herfc 
Her  love-fick  heart  to  other  thoughts  did  ftcal  i 
And  that  old  Dame  faid  many  an  idle  verfe. 
Out  of  her  daughters  heart  fond  fancies  to  reverfa^ 

XLIX. 
Returned  home,  the  royal  infant  fell 
Into  her  former  fit  j  for  why,  no  powrd 
Kor  guidance  of  her  felf  in  her  did  dwell* 
But  th'aged  nurfe,  her  calling  to  her  bowrc# 
Had  gathered  rue,  and  favine,  and  the  flowrtf 
Of  fampbaraj  and  calamint,  and  dill. 
An  which  Ihe  in  an  earthen  pot  did  poure^ 
And  to  the  brim  with  coltwood  did  it  fill. 
And  many  drops  of  milk  and  blood  through  it  did  fpill^ 

L. 
Then  taking  thrice  three  hairs  from  off  her  heaid. 
Them  trebbly  braided  in  a  threefold  lace^ 
And  rouhd  about  the  pots  mouth,  bound  the  duesdi 
And  after  having  whifpered  a  fpace 
Certain  fad  words,  with  hollow  voice  and  bale. 
She  to  the  virgin  faid,  thrice  faid  (he  it ; 
Come  daughter  come,  come  y  fpit  upon  my  facei 
Spit  thrice  upon  me^  thrice  upon  me  fpit ; 
Th'uneven  number  for  this  bufmefs  is  moft  fit« 

Li* 
That  faid,  her  round  about  (he  from  her  turn'dy 
She  turned  her  contrary  to  the  fun  : 
Thrice  (he  her  turn'd  contrary,  and  return'dt 
All  contrary  ;  for  (he  the  right  did  (hun. 
And  ever  what  (he  did,  was  (traight  undone* 
So  thdught  (he  to  undo  her  daughters  love  s 
But  Love§  that  is  in  gentle  brealt  beguo. 
No  idle  charms  fo  lightly  may  remove ; 
That  well  can  witnefs,  who  by  trial  it  does  prove« 


antollp    THEr  FAIRY  QUEEN;         3^ 

Ne  oueht  ft  mote  the  AcMe  maid  a^aiU    ■• 
Ne  flake  the  fury  of  her  cruel  flattie^ 
But  that  fhe  ftill  did  wafte,  and  ftiJl  dkl^U, 
That  throi^h  loi^ laaguor» aadfaeait  bttroing brame 
She  ihootly  like' a  pined  ghoft  becamo, 
Which  long  hath  ^ned  by  the  Stygian  ftrond.    : 
That  when  old  Gla$uS  faw,  for  fear  kaft  blame 
Of  her  mifcarriage  fliould  in  her  be  fbnd» 

She  wift  not  how  t'amend*  nor  hovtit  to  iviAh(toad. 


TT— 
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'       I 


u 


Merlin  hewnnsy  U 

The  fiate.4f  Anht^\\ 
And  Jbews  ibe  fammiS  Prifgng 

Which  frm  them  ffritgif  fiM* 

L 

O  S  T  facred  6it»  that  burneft  mightily 
In  living  breaib,  y kindled  iirft  a^ove^      .^  . :  # 
Emongft  th'eternal  fpheres  and  lamptog  flcyt 
And  thence  pour'd  into.men^  iwhich  men  call  Lovti 
Not  th^t  fame,  which* doth baie  idSiftioot  move    '. 
In  bru^ih  mindSf  and  filthy  juft'enflame ; 

btottiqr  IbvCf 


dear^ 


I. .  / 


Whence  fpripg  all  oobk  deeds,  andvOffver  dicing  Usu^il 

\\. 

Well  did  antiquity  a  God  tbee  deem^     .       r 
That  over  mortal  noinda  haft  fo  great  ;ni^it^         r 
To  ord^r  them^  as  beft  to  thee  doth  feem^ 
And  all  their  adions  to  diredt  aright}. 
The  fatal  purpofe  of  divine  forefight  ) 

Thou  doft  efieA  in  dddined  defcents^*;  - 
Through  deep  imprelfion  of  thy  fecret  mi^t» 
And  ftirred'ft  up  the  heroes  high  inteotK, 

Whkh  the  taie  world  ^mires  for  woodcouQ.  moaunentsg  : 
Vol,  I,  B  b 
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in. 

But  thy  dread  darb  hi  none  do  triumph  ^iMrt^ 
Nc  braver  proof  ifii any,  of  tftyip^rt^w 
Shewdtf  thouy  than  im  this  Reyiil  maid  of  yor^, 
r  MsdiiQg  her  feek  aa  unknown  patamoi^ 
From  the  woshh^end^  through  many  »  bitifir  ftowi^: 
From  wbofe  «ii«^  loins  thpuafterwa^ls  did  i^e 
Moftr  fimious-&uit&  of  matrtiiTonial  bowpe,    * 
Which  thrdugft  tUeearthbavt  fpread  their  Uviiigpraflc 

That  iame  in>ti«oinp  ^f  goM  eismaiffy  ^fplays* 

IV, 

Jfc^iii  ilie|i^  'O  tnj  deareft  laeivtu  ttauiCy 
Daughter  of  Pbabus  and  of  Memm^ 
That  doft  ennoble  witliiminociaLLnaciie 
The  warlike  worthies  from  antiquity. 
In  thy  great  ^utiie  o^etcrnftjr : 
Begin,  O  Clio^  and  recount'from'^hence 
My  glorious  3A^erkines  goodly  aneeftry, 
TUl  that  by  "due  degrees  and  long  pretence. 

Thou  have  it  kftly  brought  unto  her  excellence* 

Full  many  tfa^a;wiehrn  her  tpoobkd  kiind. 
Old  GUuuiiCiB&y  to  cure  this  Ladk»  grief: 
Full  mj^^irayi  ffae  ibughc,  butinone  could  find, 

V  {MoTv-lierbsy  nor  diaitns^  Aoiceounfel  that  is  chief 
And  choiddfe  iosctftine  ibrj&:k  hearts  reKef : 
Forthy  gieaveivr^flb  idpl^'^aitd'HgteaRer  fettr. 
Left  tbsrecii:  Aiould  iicritui'iaktdpfoul'reprief^  ^ 
And  fore  itprefatdfH :  ^wrbenio  lidr  iather  dear 

ShMld^qf  h|9  dnnftcdMgHteirS'^  baMl^»t#tet«iiie  hear. 

vu: 

At  laft,  Ihe  her  advilfd;  tbatih^-^16c)t'tt|dde 
That  n^atin  ^i4iprein  the  field  DaMftiofel 
So  ftrangeljr-^ei(M  her  ftnfnge  loviers  (hadd/- 
Toweet,  the  leinied  Jl^i^i,  $;veU  could  tdU 
Under  what  coatf^of  heavm  the  mM  did  dwdl. 
And  by  what  means^  h»8  low^might  beft  be  wrought: 
For  thQti^beiJftlfid  the  jl^h'^fimd^ 
Or  th'  huUtOfPrnf  he.were,  Aie  tboqghc 

Hktiiftttif^  IhTi^h  iiifinice'cndbayfiuf  to  hart  fiHigbt. 
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Vtl. 

Fort h wiih  theiiifelm  •3i%ulfittg  both  i»  ft>aft gfe     .  ' i  i  il 
And  bafc  atti*e^  that  nortfe  might  thtttt  bc^dy,^  [ 
To  Maridunum^  that  is  now  by  ch^ing^^  '^ 

Of  azmtCayr-Merdm  t^Vd^  they  t6ofc  theif  W*y  i 
There  the  wife  MfHih  whyldme  ^*t]^t;  they  fay,  '^ 
To  mak^  his  wonn6,  kxw  underneath  rfiJi  grbund/^ 
In  a  deed  delve,  far  ftt)m  the  vfeW  <Jf  diy,  ^  -^ 
That  of  no  living  wight  he  mote' bcf  found, '         J 

Whenfo  he -counfeld  with  his  fpHgMs  ei^iibmpaft  roun^ 

VIII. 

And  if  thou  ever  happen  that  ftnbe  i^kf  .  '  ^; '  ^ 

To  travel;  go  toiee  that  dreadftrf  p\kiei  '-  ^^ 

It  is  an  hideous  hoUowcave,  they  fay,    - 
Unde?  a»rock  that  lies  a  little  fyacef      •  -'- 

From  the  fwift  Banyy  tumbling  d#vn  apace,  ^ 
Emougft  the  woody  hiMs  of  DyHtmibre^  '^ 

But  dare  thou  not»  I  charge  in  any  c4fe,  •  ' ' '( 
To  enter  into  that  fame  baleful  bowre,  '  *"^^ 

For  fear  the  cruel  Fiends  Ih'ould  the^  ilnwares  devbttm%T 

But  (landing  htgK  aktft,  low  lay  thiM^  At/  -■ 

And  there  fudi  ghaftly  noife  of  iron  chains,  '  ^  ^ 
And  brazen  caudron^  thou  ihalt  riinf bling  hetff,  '  \ 
Which  thoufand  fprights  with  long  enduring  piiMS^ 
Do  tofs,  Chat  k  will  ftmi  thy  feeMe  brains^  ' 

And  oftentimes  great  groans,  ahd  gd)eVou»  ftodnds^ 
When  too  huge  toil  and  labour  iheM  ^nftrsSns :  • 
And  oftentimes  load  ftrokes,  andf^ln^g^  (bunds'  ^ 

From  under  that  deep' rock  moft  hoi^ibly  reboui^i^. «  •  ^ 

The  caufc  fome  fay  is  this  :  A  little  While  v  ^  *- 

Before  that  Msrlin  dy'dj  he  did  iA«e!nd,    •         '      - 
A  bra^cen  wall  in  compafs  to  corApile 
About  C^-09^^/^,  and  did  it  comm^nA 
Unto  thefe  fprights;  to  bring  to  perfcft  e«d.  ^ 

During-  which  work  the  Lady  of  the  lake,      '    • 
Whom  long  he  lov'd,  for  him  in  hiaffe  did  litodj  -  - 
Who  thereby  forft  his  workmleft  t6  for&ke, 

Them  bound  till  his  return,  their  luibour  not  to  flak^V    • 
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In  the  mean  time;  through  that  faHe  Ladies  trs^ 
He  wa(i  rurprU*49  and  buried  under  here, 
Ne  ever  to  bis  work  returned  again  : 
Nath'Iefs  thoTe  Fiends  may  not  their  work  forbeai^ 
So  greatly  his  commandement  they  fear, 
Bt)t  there  do  toil  and  travel  day  and  nig^t» 
Until  that  brazen  wall  they  up  do  rear : 
For  Merlin  had  in  magick  more  infight, 

Thw  evqr  him  before,  or  after  living  wight. 

XII. 

For  he  by  words  could  call  out  of  the  (ky 
Both  fun  and  moon,  and  make  them  him  obey : 
The  land  to  iea,  and  fea  to  main-land  dry. 
And  darkfome  nig^t  he  eke  could  turn  to  day  : 
Huge^bofts  of  men  he  could  alotie  difinay, 
And  hofts  of  men  of  meaneit  things,  coidd  feioie, 
When-fo  him  lift  his  enemies  ft>  fray  : 
That  to  this  day,  for*  terror  of  his  »me, 

Tfee  Fiends  do  quake,  when  any  him  to  them  doesname. 

XIII. 

And  footh»  men  fay  that  he  w^s  not  the  fon 
Of  mortal  Shie,  or  other  living  wight  \ 
Butwondroufly  batten,  and  begun 
9y  falfe  illufipn  of  a  guileful  Spi^^t, 
On  a  fair  Lady  Nun,  that  whiiome  highc 
^ASaiilda^  daiightertp  Pubtdiusy,     . 
Who  was  ttip  Lpfd  of  Mtubra^ai  by  ri^t^    . 
And  C0ufio  UBM^  king  /Imbr^fius  ; 

Whcudce  be  indued  was  with  sJMllfo  marveUous^ 

XIV. 

They  here  arriy{Qgy  ftayd  awhile  without, 
Ne  durft  adyentupe  raihiy  in  to  wend. 
But  of  their  firft  intent  'gan  make  new  doubc 
For  dread  of  danger,  which  ic  might  portend* 
Until  the  hardy  maid  (with  love  to  friend) 
Firft  entering,  the  dreadful  Mage  there  found 
Deep  bufied  about  w<^k  of  woodrous  end. 
And  writing  ftraogp  charaders  in  the  ground. 
With  which  (iHit  ftu}4wi^  Fiends  be  to  hi$  lervice  bound 
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He  nought  was  moved  at  their  entrance  boU :  *\^ 

For  of  their  coming  well  he  wtft  afbrei 
Yet  lift  them  bid  their  bufinefs  unfeid^ 
As  if.  ought  ki  this  world  in  lecret  ih>re 
Were  from  him  hidden,  or  unkaown  of  yore. 
Then  GlaucS  thus^  Let  not  it  thee  offend. 
That  we  thus  rafhly  through  thy  daiidbme  dorc, 
Unwares  have  preft :  for  either  fttal  end. 

Or  other  mighty  caufe,  us  two  did  hither  iend. 

XVI. 

He  bade  tell  on :  And  then  (he  thus  began : 
Now  have  three  moons  with  borrowed  brothers  lights 
Thrice  (hined  fan*,  and  thrice  feem'd  dim  and  wan». 
Sith  a  fore  evil,  which  this  virgin  bright 
Tormen^h,  and  doth  plunge  in  doleful  plight, 
Firft  rooting  t0o4c :  but  what  thing  it  mote  be. 
Or  whence  it  fprung,  I  cannot  read  aright  s 
But  this  I  read,  that  but  if  remedee. 

Thou,  her  affiird,  full  ftortly  I  her  dead  ihall  iee. 

XVII. 

Therewith  th'  Enchaumcr  foftly  'gan  to  fnsile 
At  her  fmooth  fpeechcs,  weeting  inly  well^ 
That  fhe  to  him  diifembled  womanifli  guile. 
And  to  her  iaid.  Beldame,  by  that  ye  tell. 
More  need  of  leach  ^craft  hath  your  Damozell, 
Than  of  my  ikill :  who  help  majr  have  elfe-where. 
In  vain  feeks  wonders  out  of  magick  fpell. 
Th*old  woman  iwoxhalf  blank,  thofe  words  to  hear  i 

And  yet  was  loch  to  let  her  purpofe  plain  appear. 

XVIIL 

And  to  him  faid,  If  any  leaches  kill. 

Or  other  learned  means  could  have  redreft 

This  my  dear  daughters  deep  engrsfied  ill, 

Certes  I  fhoold  be.  loth  thee  to  moleil: : 

But  this  fad  evil,  which  doch  her  infeft. 

Doth  courle  of  natuoal  caufe  far  exceed^ 

And  houfed  is  within  her  hollow  breaft; 

That  either  feefns  fotne  curfed  Witches  deed. 

Or  evil  Jpngbt,  that  in  ber  doth  iucli  torment  breed; 
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^The  Wifard  onild  no  longer  bear  her  bord. 
But  burfting  iortb  in  laughter^  to  her  faid  ; 
Glaucij  what  needs  this  coulorable  woid. 
To  cloke  the  caufe,  diat  hath  it  felf  bevrayd  ? 
Ne  p^ivii  BfiHmarHs^  thus  arrayd, 
More  hidden  are^  than  fua  in  dlondy  veil ; 
W<hom  thy  good  fortune,  having  fate  obeyd^ 
Hath  hithihr  brooght  fbr  fuccour  to  appeale : 

The  which  the  po«rres  to  tlieear^  pkafed  to  ncTeale* 

The  doubtfui  maid,  ieeiog  her  &If  defcryde, 

, .  y/as  all  abafbt,  and  her  pure  ivory 
Intora.  clear  dtrnation  iuddain  dyde  ; 
As  fair  Aar&ffi  rifing  haftily, 
Dqth  bjr  tier  biufhing  tell,  that  (he  did  ly 
All  night  in  old  Trtbtmus  frozen  bed, 
Whereof  ihe  feems  afhamed  inwardly. 
But  her  old  Nurfe  was  nought  dilheartened. 

But  vantage  made  of  that,  which  MirUn\i^^  arsd.. 

XXL 

And  faid,  fitb  then  thou  knowefl:  all  our  grief, 
(For  wfvitdoft  not  thou  know?)  of  grace  1  pray^ 
Pity  our  plaint  and  yield  us  meet  relief. 
With  that,  the  Prophet  ftili  awhile  did  ftay, 
A  n^  then  bis  fpirit  thus  'gan  forth  difplay  \ 
yhSt  noble  virgin,  that  fa^  iatal  lore 
Haft  learnVl  to  love,  let-  no  whit  thee  difmay 

•  The  haM  beg^o,  that  meets  thee  in  the  dore. 

And  with  iharpfits  thy  tender  heastdppreiieth  fi>re.     . 

XXIL 

For  fo  muft  all  things  excellent  begin. 
And  eke  emxioted  deep  muft  be  that  tree, 
Whofe  Ivg:  embodied  branches  fhail  not  lia. 
Till  they  to  heavens  height  forth  fkretched  be. 
For  from  thy  womb  a  fiamoua  progeny 
Shall  fpring  out  of  Ae  andeot  trsjan  bloody 
Which  fliall  revive  the  flee^g. . memory    . 
Of  thof^  fime  antique  peers,  the  heavens  brood, 
iWluch  Grid  and  4&sirivers  ftain'4  mrix  th<#t^ood*  . 
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Renowned  Kings,  and  fiicrtdEin^crorsy'  I 

Thy  fruitful  ofspring,  (hadl  froiiFCbee  deibehdi  • 
Brave  captains,  and  moft  mighcy  waAwrt,        '^ 
That  feaU  their  conquefta  through  all  Jands  ^tieiid^ 
.And  their  decayed  kingdoms  aH  amend :  ^  [ 

The  fed»ie  Britons,  brpl^en  with  long  war. 
They  (hall  i4>iur.  and  mighuly  defimd 
Againft  their  fcffcigo  foe,  that  comes  torn  far,  -     ^ 

Till  univerial  peace  compound  all  ^il  jaft     '    .      ^ 

XXIV, 

It  was  not,  Briteimr9%  chy  wandrtng  era,   ^  ^ 

Glauiicmg  unwares  in  charmed  lookti^^lafs. 
But  the  ftraight  courfe  of  heavenly  demny. 
Led  with  eternal  prcyvideace,  ckat  has  » 
Guided  thy  glauncev  to  bring  his  wifi  to  p9fs : 
Ne  is  thy  late,  ne  is  thy  &ftttno  ill, 
To  love  the  proweft  Knight,  thar  tVar-Was* 
Therefore  fubmit  thy  ways  onto  his  Witt, 

And  do  by  all  due  means  thy  defttny  futfiiL     •  -•  ^^ 

XXV. 

But  read,  faudGAta^,  thou  magiciaa-  :  v  -    -  '"^ 

What  meaqs  fliall  fhe  oot-fedc,  or  w|iai  #aya  tSkft  ? 
How  (hall  (he  know,  bow  ihail  ihe  %id  the  nian  ? 
Or  what  needs  her  to*  toil,  £tth  ^ttts^an  make  *- 
Way  for  themfdves,  their  purpdd  to  pUftake  P   - 
Then  Aibr&ii  thus;  Indeed  the  nas^afe4rib,    '^ 
And  may  not  Ihrink,  though  aU  tha  wmlddodiake : 
Yet  oufiht  mens  good  cndeavourathftiii^^fim^'  ^ 

And  guioe  the.  heavenly  caufes  to  diai)^  conflant  teonv 

The  man,  whom  heavens  have  ordaiufS^tO  to  *        ^ 
The  fj^ioufe  ofBritmar^  is.Artbqifi^  ,-.  • 

He  wonneth  in  the  land  of  FajfUriiy.: 
Yet  is  no  Fiuty  bom,  ne  fib  at  all       ' 
ToElfes,  butfpcusKof  feadtereftriall. 
And  whilome  by  hito  Fmria  flx>ln  away«    ^ 
Whiles  yet  in  infimt  cradle  he  did  cralf  i       -  - 
Nc  other  to  himfelfis  knowa  tbisdrfy^  -  ^ 

But tb9t.he  by  an  Elf  wasgpttencf .a^«)p^  «    •  *  - 
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3ut  footh  lie  is  tlie  ion  of  GorJoiSr 
And  brother  unto  Cadar  Cornifti  H^ng* 
And  for  bis  warlike  feats  renowned  is, 
Irom  wbere  the  day  out  of  the  fea  doth  fpring, 
IJndl  the  dofure  of  the  evening. 
From  thence,  him  firmly  bpund  with  faithful  band,* 
To  this  his«nativc  foil  thou  backlhalt  bring. 
Strongly  to  aid  his  country^  to  withfland 
The  powrenf  foreign  Paynims,  which  invade  thy  land. 

.  XXVIII. 
Great  aid  thereto  his  miffhty  puiffimce. 

And  dreaded  name^  mall  give  in  that  fad  day  : 
Where  alfo  proof  of  thy  prow  valiante 
Thou  then  malt  ma^e,  t'encteafe  thy  Lovers  prey : 
Lpng  time  ye  both  in  arms  0uill  bear  great  fway. 
Till  thy  wombs  burden  thee  from  them  do  call. 
And  hisiaft  fate  him  from  thee  uke  away. 
Too  ratb^i  cut  off  by  pra&ice  criminall 
Of  fecret  foes,  that  him  (hall  make  in  mif<;hief  fall. 

.  XXIX. 
Where  thee  yet  (hall  he  leave,  for  memory, 
^)   :Qf  his  laie  ..|>uiiraoce,  his  image  dead, 
\  Tbfit.livlng.him  in  ^1  adivjty 
To  thee  il^i  refsrefent^    He  from  the  head 
Qf  his  coiifio  Coffimuius  without  dread 
Shall  talt^'  the  CMwh,  that  wa$  his  fathers  ngbt, 
;  r '  4nd  ,th(mwich  cmwn  himfelf  in  th'  others  ftead: 
jhei)  fliall  he  ifiue  fbi  th  with  dreadful  m^, 
Ag^aifift  bi$  S4Xon  foes  in  bloody  field  to  fights 


Like  a%  a  Lyf<3ta,  that  in  drowfie  cave 
Hath  long  time  flept,  iiimfelf  fo  (hall  he  ftoke ; 
And  coming^forth,  ihall  fpo-ead  his  banner  brave 
Over  the  troubled  fouth,:  that  it  ihall  make 
The  warjikii  Meriians  for  fear  to  quake  i 
Thrice  (ball  h^.  fight  witk  than,  and  twice  fliaU  win, 
But  the  (hird  time  Ihall  £iii;  accordaiux  make : 
And  if  hf  ih^i^iwitb  vidkory .  ca^  lin. 

He  ihall  ^a  diQ^witfa:  peace  bring  to  luscuniily  Inn. 
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His  fon,  hight  Vortifore^  ihall  hhn  fucceed 
In  kingdom^  but  not  in  felicity : 
Yet  (hall  he  long  time  war  with  happy  fpeed. 
And  with  great  honour  many  battles  try : 
But  at  the  laft,  to  th*  importunity 
Of  froward  fortune  (ball  be  forft  to  yield* 
But  his  fon  Malgo  fhall  full  mightily 
Avenge  his  fathers  lofs,  with  fpear  and  ihield. 

And  Jiis  proud  foes  difcomfit  in  viAorious  field* 

XXXIL 

Behold  the  man,  and  tell  me  Brilomarij 
If  ay  more  goodly  creature  thou  didfl  fee ; 
How  like  a  Giant  in  each  manly  part 
Bears  he  himfelf  with  portly  majeftee. 
That  one  of  th'old  Heroes  feems  to  be : 
He  the  fix  Iflands  comprovinciall 
In  antient  times  unto  great  Britannee, 
Shall  to  the  fame  reduce,  and  to  him  call 

Their  fundry  kings  to  do  their  homage  Icverall. 

XXXIII. 

All  which  his  fon  Careticus  awhihf 
Shall  well  defend,  and  Saxmis  powre  fupprefs, 
Untill  a  ftranger  King  from  unknown  foil 
Arriving,  him  with  muldtude  opprcfs ; 
Great  Gormond^  having  with  huge  mightine(s 
Ireland  fubdued,  and  therein  fiicc  his  dirone. 
Like  a  fwift  Otter,  fell  through  emprinefs. 
Shall  overfwim  the  lea  with  many  one 

Of  his  Norveyfes,  to  aflift  the  Britons  fone. 

XXXIV. 

,  He  in  his  fury  all  (hall  over-run. 

And  holy  cbwch  with  faithlefs  hands  deface. 

That  thy  fad  people  utterly  fordone. 

Shall  to  the  utmoft  mountains  fly  apace^ 

Was  never  fo  great  wafte  in  any  place. 

Nor  fo  foul  outrage  done  by  living  men ; 

For  all  thy  cities  they  (hall  fack  and  r^fe. 

And  the  green  grafs  that  groweth,  they  (ball  bren, 

That  even  the  wUd  beaft  (hall  die  in  ftarved  den. 
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[Whiles  thus  the  BritCHis  do  io  languor  pine,  , 

Proud  Etbeldred  (hall  from  the  north  mky  - 
Serving  th'  ambitious  will  of  A^fiim ; 
And  paffing  Dee  with  hardy  enterpnfe^ 
Shall  back  repulfe  die  valiant  Bt^tksaofdl  tvice^ 
And  Bangor  with  maflacred  martyrs  fill ; 
But  the  third  tintt  (hall  rue  his  foolhardife  : 
For  Caiwan^  pitying  lus  peoples  ill. 

Shall  ftoutly  him  defeat,  and  thoufand  Smmis  kilL 

XXXVJ. 

But  after  him,  Cadwallin  mightily 
On  his  (on  Edxom  all  thofe  wrongs  (haU  wreak; 
Ne  ihall  avail  the  wicked  forcery  | 

Of  falfe  Pelli/e^  his  purpofes  to  break. 
But  him  ihail  flay,  and  on  a  gallows  bleak 
Shall  give  th'enchauncer  his  unhappy  hire : 
Then  (hall  the  Britons,  Jate  diimayd  and  weak. 
From  their  long  vaflkli^e  'gin  to  refpire. 

And  on  their  Faynim  foes  avenge  thpr  rankled  ire 

XXXVIL 

Ne  ihall  he  yet  his  wrath  fo  mitigate. 

Till  both  the  fons  of  Edwin. he  have  ikin, 
Offrick  and  X)frick^  twins  unfortunate. 
Both  flain  in  battle  upon  Lay  bum  plain. 
Together  with  the  King  of  lumtbiane^ 
High;  jidin^  and  the  King  of  Qrkasj^ 
Both  joint  partakers  of  the  fatal  pain  : 
But  P^Wj,  fearful. of  like  deftiny. 

Shall  yield  himfelf  his  liege^man,  and  fwear  i«aliy«^    * 

xxxvin. 

Him  fhall  he  make  his  £ttal  infthiment, 
T'  z^aOi  the  other  Saxmis  uibfubdu'd  ; 
He  marching  forth  with  fury  infolent 
Againft  the  good  King  Ofwddj  who  indu'd 
With  heavenly  powis^  and  by  Angels  resku'd. 
All  holding  croifes  in  their  hands  on  high^ 
Shall  him  defeat  witiiouten  blood  imbru'd 
Of  Which,  that  .field  for  endlefs  nieniMy, 

.ShzllMeavenfidd  be  cali'd  to  all  poftcrity^ 
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yfhcrtztCadwafihi^  wraih,  fliail  forth  ifibe,^ 
And  ap  huge  hoft  iitto  Noitimniber  lead. 
With  which  he  godly  Ofrmld  fhiall  fubdiie^ 
An4r crown  with  martyidioni  his  facred  head, 
AVhofc  brother  Ofimn^  daunted  with  like  dread^ 
With  price  of  ill  ver  (hall  his  kingdom  buy; 
And  Penda  feeking  him  adown  to  tread. 
Shall  tread  adawn>  and  do  him  foully  die. 

But  AttU  with  .gi&s  hifi  Lord  Cadwaltin  pacific; 

XL. 

Then  (hall  CadwaBn  dye,  and  then  the  reign 
Of  Britons  eke  with  him  attonce  (hall  die ; 
Ne  ihall  the  good  Cadwailadir  with  pain. 
Or  powre,  be  able  it  to  remedy, 
Wljen  the  full  time  prefixt  by  deftiny. 
Shall  be  e^pir'd  ot  Britom  regknent. 
For  heaven  it  felf  fhall  their  fuccefs  envy. 
And  them  wi(h  plagues  and  murrins  peililent 

Confumey  till  all  their  warlike  puifiance  be  Ipenc  . 

XLL 

Yet  after  all  thefe  forrows^  and  huge  hills 
Of  dying  people,  during  eight  years  fpace, 
Cadt^aUader  not  yielding  to  his  ills. 
From  Armorick^  where  long  in  wretched  cafe 
He  liy'd,  returning  to  his  native  place. 
Shall  be  by  vifion  Itayd  from  his  intent : 
For  th^  heavens  have  decreed  to  difplace 
The  Britons^  for  their  fins  due  punilhment, 

Ajid  to  the  Sax9m  over- give  tlieir  government. 

XLIL 

Then  woe,  and  woe,  and  everlafting  woe. 
Be  to  the  Briton  babe  that  ihall  be  born. 
To  live  in  tbraldome  of  his  fitthers  foe  ^ 
Late  King,  now  captive,  late  Lord,,  now  forlorn. 
The  worlds  reproach,  the  cruel  viftors  fcorn, 
Baniiht^  frqm  Princely  bowra  to  waAeful  wood : 
O  who  ihall  help  me  to  lament,  and  mourn 
The  royal  feed,  che  Antique  €ryan  blood  ! 

Whoft  enapice  longer  here  thaa  ever  any  flood. 

5 
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XLIIL 

The  Damzel  was  full  deep  eaipaffioQed^ 
Both  for  his  grief«  and  for  hst  pec^Ies  ikke» 
Whofe  6jture  woes  ib  plain  be  fafliioned. 
And  fighing  fore  at  length  him  thm  befpake^ 
Ah !  but  will  heavens  fury  never  Qake, 
Nor  vengeance  huge  relent  it  felf  at  laft  ? 
Will  not  long  mifery  lace  mercy  make^ 
But  (hall  their  name  for  ever  be  defafte. 

And  quite  from  off  the  earth  their  memory  be  nfte. 

XLIV. 

Nay  but  the  term  (faid  he)  is  limited. 
That  in  this  thraldom  Briimis  (hall  abide,  j 

And  the  juft  revolution  meafured,  \ 

That  they  as  ftrangers  ihall  be  nodfide. 
For  twice  four  hundred  years  (ball  be  fupplide. 
Ere  they  to  former  rule  reftor'd  (hall  be. 
And  their  iotportune  fates  all  fatis(ide : 
Yet  during  this  their  moO:  ob(curity9  [fee. 

Their  beams  (hall  6ft  break  forth,  that  men  them  fair  may 

XLV, 

For  Rhodorickj  who(e  firname  (hall  be  great. 
Shall  of  himfelf  a  brave  enfample  (hew. 
That  Saxon  Kings  his  friend(hip  (hail  intieat; 
And  Newelt  Dha  (hall  goodly  well  endne 
The  falvage  minds  with  (kill  of  juft  and  true. 
Then  Griffytb  Conan  alfo  (hall  up*rear 
His  dreaded  head,  and  the  old  (paries  renew 
Of  native  courage,  that  his  foes  (hall  fear. 

Left  back  again  the  Kingdom  he  from  them  (hould  bear. 

XLVI. 

Ne  (hall  the  Saxons  felves  all  peaceably  * 

Enjoy  the  crown,  which  they  from  Britons  won 
Firit  ill,  and  after  ruled  wickedly : 
For  ere  two  hundred  years  be  full  ouD-run, 
There  ihall  a  Raven  far  from  rifing  fan. 
With  his  wide  wings  upon  them  fiercely  fly. 
And  bid  his  faitU^  chickens  over-nia 
The  fruitful  [dains,  and  with  fdl  crudty,  I 

In  their  aicenge,  tread  jdown  the  viftouca  iuniuedry.        { 
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XLVII. 

Yet  (hall  a  third  both  thefe,  and  thine  fubdew  ^  - 
There  Iball  a  Lion  from  the  fea-bord  wood 
Of  Neuftria  come  roring,  with  a  crew 
Of  hungry  whelfa,  his  battailous  bold  broody 
Whofe  claw9  were  newly  dipt  in  cruddy  blogd^ 
That  from  the  Danilh  tyrants  head  ihall  rend 
Th'ufurped  crown»  as  if  that  he  were  wood. 
And  the  Q)oil  of  the  country  conquered 

Emoogft  his  young  ones  ihall  divide  with  bounty hed.    . 

Though/when  the  term  is  full  accompKlKed, 
There  ihall  a  fpark  of  fire,  which  luch  long-whilc 
Been  in  his  afbes  raked  up  and  hid« 
Be  freflily  kindled  in  the  fruitful  Iflc 
Of  Mona^  where  it  lurked  in  exile ; 
Which  ihall  break  forth  into  bright  burning  flame^ 
And  reach  into  the  houfe  that  bears  the  ftile 
Of  royal  Majefty  and  foveraine  name  ; 

So  ihall  the  Briton  blood  their  crown  again  reclame.- 

XLIX- 

Thenceforth  eternal  union  ihall  be  made 
Between  the  nations  different  aibre. 
And  facred  pes^ce  ihall  lovingly  perfuade 
The  warlike  minds,  to  learn  her  gpodly  lore,    * 
And  civil  arms  to  exercife  no  more  : 
Then  ihall  a  royad  virgin  reign,  which  ihall 
Stretch  her  whke  rod  over  the  Befgick  fhore. 
And  the  great  qaiUe  fmite  fo  fore  withall. 

That  it  ihall  make  him  ihake,  and  ihortly  learn  to  fall. 

But  yet  the  end  is  not.        »  -There  MerUn  itayd. 
As  over-comen  of  the  ipirits  powre. 
Or  other  ghaitly  ijpedtacle  difmayd. 
That  fecrecly  he  iaw,  yet  n'ote  difcoure : 
Which  fuddain  fit,  and  half  extatick  itoure 
When  the  two  fearful  women  faw,  they  ^w 
Greatly  confufed  in  behaviour  ^ 
At  laft  the  fury  pail,  to  former  hue 

He  turn'd  again,  and  chearful  looks  as  earil  did  ihew*. 
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LI. 

Then,  whenthethfeives  they  well  iflttrti^bed'hacl' 
Of  all,  that  needed  them  to  be'inqu^'d^ 
They  both  conceiving  hope  of  comfori  giad. 
With  lighter  hearts  unto  their  hoim  re€ir?d, 
WheityChey  in  fecret  counfel  clofeconfpir'^d 
How  t<^  eflfefl:  fo  hard  an  enterprize,*  ^ 
And  totpoffifs  the  purpofe  they  deAr'd^: 
Now  this,  now  that,  tvixt  them-  they  ^did  dcrvifb,. 

Anddiverfe  plots  did  ^me,  w  mask  in  ftrange  diiguiie. 

LII. 

At  laft,  the  Nurfe  in  her  foolhardy  Mt 
Conceiv'd  a  bold  device,  and  thus  befpake  ; 
Daughter,  I  deem  that  counfel  aye  moft  fit. 
That  of  the  time  doth  due  advantage  takc; 
Ye  fee  that  good  King  Utber  now  doth  make 
Strong  war  upon,  the  Pay^im  brethren^,'  bight 
OSa  and  Oza,  whom  he  tatdy  brake 
BtMt  Caryl  Ver^lamCj  in  vidoriouii^fght. 

That  now  all  Britany  doth  burn  in  arm&  bright. 

LIIL 

That  therefore  nought  our  pafiage  may  empeacb^ 
Let  us  in  feigned  arms  oufi  felve^  d}%aife. 
And  our  weak  hands,whom  need  new  ftrength  ihall  teach 
The  dreadful  fpear  and  (hield  to  <:xercife: 
Ne  certes  daughter  that  fame  warlike  wile^ 
I  ween,  would  you  misfeem  ;  fdr  ye  been  tall. 
And  large  of  limb,  t'atc4iieve  an  hard«^Mprife, 
Ne  ought  ye  want,  but  skill,  v4iich  pra6tice  fmall 
Will  bring,  andihortly  make  you  a  maid  niartiaik 

LIV.  ^       - 

And  footh,  it  ought  your  cotirage  fniicli  kifome. 
To  hear  fo  often,  in  that  royd^  houfe, 
From  whence  to  iione  inferioUr  ye  cai^. 
Bards  tell  of  many  women  valorous 
Which  have  fuH  many  feats  adventurous 
l^erform'd,  in  paragon  of  proudeft  men  : 
The  >bold  Bonduca^  whofe  vi£h)riouS' 
Exploits  made  Rom  to  quake;  ftout  Guindokn^ 

Renowned  Martia^  and  redoubted  Emmitm* 
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LV. 

And  that,  whiclr  more  than  all  the  reft:  may^fvirayy 
Late  daysenfample)  ^bkh  ih/tfecyen  beheld, 
In  the  taft  field  before  Mmevia 
Which  Uiber  wkh  tbofe  foreign  Pagans  held^         ' 
I  faw  a  Saxon  virgin,  the  which  felld 
Great  Ulfin  thrice  upontbe  bloody  plain. 
And  had  not  Cdnuki  her  hand  with-held 
From  ra(h  revenge,  ftsm  had  him  fwely  flain. 

Yet  Caradds  himfdf  from  her  efeapc  with  pain. 

LVl, 

Ah  read,  quoeh\i^lMMr/,  how  is  (he  hight  i 
Fair  Angela^  quoch  lhe^  men  do  her  call. 
No  whit  lefs  fair,  than  terrible  in  fight :    • 
She  hath  the  leading  of  a  nnartiatt 
And  mighty  people,  dreaded  more  than  atl 
The  other  Sa)^m^  which  do  for  her  lake 
And  love,  themfelves  of  her  name  AbtgUs  calU 
Therefore  fair  Inlant  her  enfample  make 

Unco  thy  fclf^  and  equal  courage  to  thee  take. 

LVII. 

Her  hearty  words  lb  deep  into  the  mind 
Of  the  young  Damzel  funk,  thift  great  defire 
Of  warlike  arms  in  her  fordiwith  they  tyn*d. 
And  generous  ftoiit  courage  did  infpire ) 
That  fhe  refolv'd,  unweeting  to  her  Sire, 
Adventurous  knighriiood  on  herfelf  to  don^ 
And  counferd  with  her  Nurfe  her  maids  attire 
To  turn  into  a  maflle  habergeon, 

And  bade  her  all  things  put  in  readinefs  anon. 

LVIIL 

Th*  old  woman  nought,  that  needed,  did  omit  ^ 
But  all  things  did  conveniently  purvay  : 
It  fortuned  (lb  time  their  turn  did  fit) 
A  band  of  Brkons  riding  on  forray 
Few  days  before,  had  gotten  a  great  prey 
Of  Saxon  goods,  emongft  the  which  was  feea 
A  goodly  armour,  and  full  rich  array. 
Which  long*d  to  Angela^  the  Saxon  Queen, 

All  fretted  round  with  gold,  and  goodly  well  befeen. 
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LIX. 

The  fame,  with  all  the  other  ornaments; 
King  ^yence  caufed  to  be  hailed  high 
In  bis  chief  church,  for  endlefs  moaoments 
Of  his  fuccefs  and  gladful  vk^ory  :  / 
Of  which  her  felf  avifing  readily. 
In  th'evening  late  old  GUmi  thither  kd 
Fair  Britomari^  and  that  fame  armory 
Down  taking,  her  therein  apparelled. 

Well  as  fixe  might,  and  with  brave  bayldrick,garaiflie(^ 

LX. 

Befide  thofe  arms  there  flood  a  m^bty  fpear. 
Which  Bladud  made  by  magick  art  of  yore. 
And  us'd  the  fame  in  battle  aye  to  bear; 
Since  which  it  had  been  here  preferv'd  in  ftore. 
For  his  great  vercues  proved  long  afore : 
For  never  wight,  b  faft  in  fell  could  fit. 
But  him  perforce  unto  the  ground  it. bore  : 
Both  fpear  ihe  took,  and  fhield,  which  hung  by  it ; 

Both  fpear  and  (hield  of  great  powre,  for  her  purpofe  fit. 

Thus  when  (be  had  the  virgin  all  arrftid. 
Another  harnefs,  which  did  hang  thereby. 
About  her  felf  ihe  dight,  that  th^  young  n)aid 
She  might  in  equal  arms  accompany. 
And  as  her  Squire  attend  her  c:arefully  : 
Tho  to  their  ready  deeds  they  clomb  full  Kgi^, 
And  through  back  ways,  that  none  might  them  efpy, 
Cover'd  with  fecret  cloud  of  filent  night, 

Themfelves  they  forth  convey 'd,  and  pafled  forward  right* 

LXII. 

Ne  refted  they,  till  that  to  fairy  lond 
They  came,  as  Msrlin  them  directed  late : 
Where  meeting  with  this  Rsdcrofi  knight,  fhe^foad 
Of  diverfe  things  difcourfes  to  dilate. 
But  molt  of  JrlbegaU^  and  his  eftate. 
At  laft  their  ways  fo  fell,  that  they  mote  part : 
Then  each  to  other  well  afiedlionate, 
Friendfhip  profefied  with  unfeigned  heart. 

The  Redcrojs  knight  divcrft  j  but  forth  rode  Briimmru 
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C  A  N  T  O    IV. 

pold  Marinel  ^Bricotnart, 
•     //  thrown  on  the  rich  ftrond: 
Fair  Florimel  cf  Arthur  is 
Lofig  follow^  dy  hut  not  fifnd* 

I. 

Where  is  the  antique  glory  now  become, 
That  whylome  wont  in  women  to  appear  ? 
Where  be  the  brave  atchievements  done  by  fomc  ? 
Where  be  the  battles,  where  the  fhield  an4  fpear, . 
And  all  the  conquefb,  which  them  high  did  rear^ 
That  matter  made  for  famous  Poets  vtrk^ 
And  boaflful  men  fo  oft  abafht  to  hear  ? 
Been  they  all  dead,  and  laid  in  doleful  herfe  ? 
Or  doen  they  only  fleep,  and  fhall  again  reverfe  ? 

II. 

If  they  be  dead,  then  woe  is  me  therefore : 
But  if  they  deep,  O  let  them  foon  awake : 
For  all  to  long  I  burn  with  envy  fore. 
To  hear  the  warlike  feats,  which  Homer  fpake 
Of  bold  PatUhffilee^  which  made  a  lake 
Of  Greekijh  blood  fo  oft  in  Trojan  plain ; 
But  when  I  read,  how  (tout  Debora  ftrake 
Proud  Sifera^  and  how  CamW  hath  flain 

The  huge  Orfilocbus^  I  fwell  with  great  difdain^ 

III. 

Yet  thefe,  and  all  that  elfe  had  puifTance, 
Cannot  with  noble  Britomart  compare, 
As  well  for  glory  of  great  valiance. 
As  for  pure  chaftity  and  vertue  rare  % 
That  all  her  goodly  deed$^  do  well  declare. 
Well  worthy  ftock,  from  which  the  branches  fproiig{| 
That  in  late  years  fo  fair  a  bloflbm  bare. 
As  thee,  O  Queen,  the  matter  of  my  fongt 

Whoib  linage  frpm  this  Lady  I  derive,  along. 
Vol.  I.  C  c 
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IV. 

Who  when  through  fpceches  with  the  Redcrofs  knight. 
She  learned  had  th'  eftate  of  Ard^egaU^ 
And  in  each  point  her  felf  inform*d  aright, 
A  friendly  league  of  love  perpetual 
She  with  him  bound,  and  Congi  took  withaL 
Then  he  forth  on  his  journey  did  proceed,  , 
.  To  feek-^dventures,  which  mote  him  befal. 
And  win  him  worfhip  through  his  warlike  deed. 

Which  always  of  his  pains  he  made  the  chiefeft  meed. 

V. 

But  Britomart  kept  on  her  former  courfe, 
Nc  ever  doft  her  arms,  but  all  the  way 
Grew  penfive  through  that  amorous  difcourfe. 
By  which  the  Redcrojs  Knight  did  earft  difplay 
Her  lovers  fliape  and  chevalrous  array  \ 
A  thoufand  thoughts  (he  fa(hion*d  in  her  mind. 
And  in  her  feigning  fancy  did  pourtray 
Him  fuch,  as  fitteft  fhe  for  Jove  could  find. 

Wife  warlike,  perfonable,  courteous,  and  kind. 

VL 

With  fuch  felf-pleafing  thoughts  her  wound  fhe  fed. 
And  thought  fo  to  beguile  her  grievous  finart; 
But  fo  her  fmart  was  much  more  grievous  bred. 
And  the  deep  wound  more  deep  cngor'd  her  heart. 
That  nought  but  death  her  dolour  mote  depart. 
So  forth  (he  rode  without  rcpofc  or  reft. 
Searching  all  lands  and  each  remoteft  part. 
Following  the  guidance  of  her  blinded  gueft. 

Till  that  to  the  fea-coaft  at  length  fhe  her  ^ddrefV. 

VII. 

There  (he  alighted  from  her  light-foot  beafl. 
And  fitting  down  upon  the  rocky  (hore. 
Bade  her  old  Squire  unlace  her  lofty  creftj 
Tho  havinjg  view'd  awhile  the  furges  bore. 
That  'gainft  the  craggy  clifts  did  loudly  rortf, 
lAnd  in  their  ragiog  iiirquedry  difdain'd 
That  the  faft  earth  aflronted  them  fo  fore. 
And  their  devouring  covetize  reftraitiM, 
Thereat  (lie  fighed  deep,  -and  after,-  thus  compUin'ii; 
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Huge  fea  of  forrow,  and  tempeftuous  grief, 
Wherein  ^y  feeble  bark  is  tofied  long. 
Far  from  the  hoped  hay  eh  of  relief,' 
Why  do  thy  cruel  billows  beat  fo  ftrongi 
And  thy  moifl:  mountains  each  on  others  throngs 
Threatning  to  fwallow  up  my  fearful  life  ? 
O  do  thy  cruel  wrath  and  fpightful  wrong 
At  length  allay,  and  ftint  thy  ftormy  ftrife. 

Which  in  thefe  troubled  bowels  reigns,  and  rageth  rifci' 

IX. 

For  elfe  my  feeble  veflel  craz*d,  and  crackt 
Through  thy  ftrong  buffets  and  outrageous  blows^ 
Cannot  endure,  but  needs  it  muft  be  wrackt 
On  the  rough  rocks,  or  on  the  fandy  (hallows. 
The  whiles  that  Love  it  fleers^  and  Fortune  rows^* 
Love  my  lewd  pilot  hath  a  reftlefs  mind, 
And  Fortune  boat-fwain  no  aflurance  knows^ 
But  fail  withouten  ftars,  'gainft  tide  and  wind : 

How  can  they  other  do,  fith  both  are  bold  and  blind  ^ 

X. 

Thou  God  of  winds,  that  reigneft  in  the  fcas. 
That  reigneft  alfo  in  the  continent. 
At  tail  blow  up  ibme  gentle  gale  of  eafe. 
The  which  may  bring  my  fliip,  ere  it  be  rent» 
Unto  the  gladfome  port  of  her  intent : 
Then  when  I  (hall  my  felf  in  fafety  fee, 
A  table  for  eternal  monument 
Of  thy  gre^C  grace,  and  my  great  jeopardy. 

Great  Neptune^  1  avow  to  hallow  unto  thee. 

XL 

Then  fighing  foftly  fore,  and  inly  deep^ 
She  Ihut  up  all  her  plaint  in  privy  grief  \ 
For  her  great  courage  would  not  let  her  weep, 
Till  that  old.  Ghuce  'gan  with  Iharp  repriet 
Her  to  reftrain,  and  give  her  good  relief^ 
Through  hope  of  thoie,  which  Merlin  had  her  told 
Should  of  her  name  and  nation  be  chief. 
And  fetch  their  being  from  the  facred  mold 

Of  ho:  immortal  Womb>  to  be  in  heaven  enrol'd. 

Cc  2 
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Thus  as  (he.lier  rescoinforted,  fhe  fpide. 
Where  far  away  one  all  in  armour  briglft;  * 
With  hafty  gallop  towards  her  did  ride ; 
Her  dolour  foon  (he  ceaft,  and  on  her  ^ight* 
Her  helmet,  to  her  coarfer  moimting  light : 
Her  former  forrow  into  fuddain  wrath. 
Both  coufin  paflions  of  diftroubied  fprighc^ 
Converting,  forth  (he  beats  the  dufty  path ; 

Ijovc  and  defoigbt  attonce  her  courage  kindled  halb# 

XIIL 

As  when  a  foggy  mift  hath  overcaft 
The  face  of  heaven,  and  the  clear  lur  tngfoft^ 
The  world  in  darknefs  dwells,  till  that  at  laft 
The  watry  Ibuth-wind  from  the  fea^bord  coaft 
Upblowing,  doth  difperfe  the  vapour  loft. 
And  pours  it  felf  forth  in  a  ftormy  fliowre^ 
So  the  fair  Britamart  having  difclc« 
Her  cloudy  care  into  a  wrathful  ftowre. 

The  mifl:  of  grief  diiTolv'd,  did  into  vengeance  pamc; 

XIV. 

Eftfoons  her  goodly  (hield  addrelTing  fair. 
That  mortal  fpear  ihe  in  her  hand  did  take. 
And  unto  battle  did  her  felf  prepare. 
The  Knight  approching,  fterniy  her  befpakej 
Sir  Knight,  that  doft  thy  voyage  rafhly  make 
By  this  forbidden  way  in  my  defpight, 
Ne  doft  by  others  death  enfample  cake, 
I  read  thee  fobn  retire,  whiles  thou  haft  mighty 

Left  afterwards  it  be  too  late  to  uke  thy  flight. 

XV. 

Ythrild  with  deep  difdain  of  his  proud  threat; 
She  fhortly  thus ;  Fly  they,  that  need  to  fly : 
Words  fearen  babes.    J  mean  not  thee  intreat 
To  pafs ;  but  maulgre  thee  will  pals  or  die. 
Ne  longer  ftaid  for  th'other  to  reply. 
But  with  (harp  fpear  the  reft  made  dearly  known. 
Strongly  (he  ftrange  Knight  ran,  and  fturdily 
Strook  her  full  on  the  breaft,  that  made  her  down 

Decline  hor  head,  and  touch  heY  crouper  with  her  cnwo. 
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XVI. 
But  (hf  9&if^hkn  in  dts  ftjeki  didlfilftiQr 
With  fo  fierce  fury  aqd  grc»(  puliSuicc^ 
That  through  hJA  iKretfiquare  fcuehiorpkrcingquitet 
And  throi^  hk  oia^M^l^uben^i  by^ntfchauitce 
The  widMd  Aeel  chvomi^  >b  kft  fide  4id  g^uncf  ^ 
Hi<»:(<^  ti^fiaoed  Qm  b^lpre  her  bore    ^  . 
Beyond  his  $roupi  tjii^  2r Agth  pf  4II  hAr-buKC, 
Till  f«dl]f  i^ufing  on  the  fwdy  &9i^  . 

xva. 

Like  as  the  Caa^mA^Oti  that  caretefr  ftandi,!.  \ 

With  jiUd^n  hornf ,  and  flo^vry  gtrlonds  crown'd, 
ProudQf  his  d|iiag  ho^r.jaod  dear  b^mds^  ;  > 
Whiles  th*  altars  funae  with  frankincence  arotitid^  • 

:    All  fttddoinfy  wi|h  mqrtfd  f^roke  aft^vt^'d^ 
Doth  grf>v^g  AfU,.  and.  with  l)is  ftreaming  g0r6. 
Diftains  th0  p#Harti. :  ^n4  <;b$  My  ground. 
And  the  ^vr  9pW.i^«^i  :thM  Rocked  bfn^  alore  i    > 

S9  iell  pi?Ojad  MarineU  .upon  tfa^  precious  Am^« 

XVJH. 

The  m^dai(,i«ai4  4^  noc:)»|p>  to  lam^j . .  ,     >  •    V 
But  forward  rode«  an^  kopF  her  ready  ^psy;     . 
Along  the  ktockI  ;  which  as  ibe  oveivw^t* 
She  faw  Jieftrpwed  all  with  rich  array 
Ofpeai4aaod  preci^us^  Ox)fies  of  great  aflfaiyi 
And  all  the  grsnrel  loixt  with  golden  owrsi 
Whereat  flie  wondred  much,  but  would  not  fta/ 
For  gisW^  or  pearls^  or  precious  flones  an  houre, 

3ot.them  defpUed  all  %  for  all  was  i^  her  pom:^. 

XIX. 

Whiles  thus  lie  ky  in  deadly  fipciiflxmenti 
Tydings  hc»xof  came  to  hi^  ;mochers  ear ) 
His  niocher  was  the  bkck-brow$l  Cymoent^ 
The  daughter  of  gv^t  Niretts,  which  did  bear 
I'his  warlike  ion  unto  aa  earthly  peer. 
The  famous  Dumarin:  who  on  a  day 
Finding  the  Nymph  afieep  in  fecrtc  where,^ 
As  he  by  chance  did  wander  that  fame  way. 

Was  takea  with  her  love,  and  by  h^r  ciofely  lay. 

Cc  3 
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XX. 

There  he  this  Knight  of  her  begot ;  vdiotii  bora 
She  of  his  father  ik&rf^i/ did  natne^ 
Add  in  a  rocky  cave  as  wight  forlorn, 
■  Long  time  (he  follred  up,  till  he  became 
A  mighty  man  at  arms^  and  rnkkle  fame 
Did  get  through  great  adventures  by  htm-  don  : 
For  never^mian  he  fuffred  by  that  fame 
Rich  ftrond  to  travel,  whereas  he  did  wonne. 

But  that  he  muft  do  battle  with  the  Sea-hymphs  ion. 

XXL 

An  hundreds itnights  of  honourable  name 
He  hadfubdu'd,  and  them  his  vaflals  made. 
That  through  all  Fairy  lond  his  noble  fame 
Now  blazed  was,  and  fear  did  all  invade. 
That  none  durft  paiien  through  that  perilous  glade : 
And  to  advance  his  name  and  glory  moit. 
Her  Sea-god  6x6  fiie  deiii^y  did  penbadef, ' 
T'endow  her  fon  with  treafure  and  rich  ftore, 

'Bove  all  the  fonS|  that  were  of  earthly  wombs  ybore. 

XXII 

,The  God  did  graunt  his  dau^tars  dear  den%and, 
To  doeA.his  nephew  in  all  riches  fk>w> 
Eftfoons  his  heaped  waves  he  did  command. 
Out  of  their  hollow  bofom  forth  to  throw 
All  the  huge  treafure,  which  the  fea  below 
Had  in  his  greedy  gulf  devoured  deep. 
And  him  enriched  through  the  overthrow 
And  wrecks  of  many  wretches,  which  did  weep 

And  often  waU  their  wealth,which  he  from  them  did  keep^ 

XXIII, 

Shortly  upon  that  ihore  there  heaped  was 
Exceeding  riches,  and  all  precious  things, 
The  fpoil  of  all  the  world,  that  it  did  pafs 
The  wealth  of  th'  Eaft,  and  pomp  of  Per/tan  kings  i 
Gold,  amber,  ivory,  pearls,  owches,  rings. 
And  all  that  elfe  was  precioiil  and  dear. 
The  fea' unto  him  voluntary  brings. 
That  fhortly  he  a  great  Lord  did  appear. 

As  was  in  all  the  lond  of  Fairy,  or  elfewl^re* 
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XXIV. 

Theretahe  wa^  a  doughty  dreaded  Knight, 
Tride  often  to  the  fcathe  of  many  dear. 
That  none  in  equal  arms  him  matchen  might : 
The  which  his  mother  feeing,  'gan  to  fear 
Left  his  too  haughty  hardinefs  might  rear 
Some  hard  mifliap)  in  hazard  of  his  life : 
Forthy  (he  oft  him  counfel'd  to  forbear 
The  bloody  battle,  and  to  ftir  up  ftrife. 

But  after  all  his  war,  to  reft  his  weary  knife. 

XXV. 

And  for  his  more  aflurance,  fhe  inquirM 
One  day  of  Proteus  by  his  mighty  fpeli 
(For  Proteus  was  with  prophecy  infpir'd) 
Her  dear  fons  deftiny  to  her  to  tell. 
And  the  fad  end  of  her  fweet  MarintiU 
Who  through  forefight  of  his  eternal  flcill. 
Bade  her  from  woman- kind  to  keep  him  well  : 
For  of  a  woman  he  fhould  have  much  ill, 

A  virgin  ftrange  and  ftout  him  fhould  difmay  or  kill*  * 

XXVL 

Forthy  (he  gave  him  warning  every  day. 
The  love  of  women  not  to  entertain ; 
A  leflbn  too  too  hard  for  living  clay. 
From  love  in  courfe  of  nature  to  refrain  : 
Yet  he  his  another's  lore  did  well  retain. 
And  ever  firom  fair  Ladies  love  did  fiie ; 
Yet  many  Ladies  fair  did  oft  complain. 
That  they  for  love  of  him  would  algates  die : 

Die,  whofo  lift  for  him,  he  was  Loves  enemy. 

XXVII. 

But  ah,  who  can  deceive  his  deftiny, 
Or  ween  .by  warning  to  avoid  his  fate  ? 
That  when  he  (leeps  in  moft  fecurity. 
And  fafeft  feems,  him  fooneft  doth  amate,.. 
, And  findeth  due  eflfeft  or  foon  or  late. 
So  feeble  is  the  powre  of  flelhly  arm. 
His  mother  bade  him  womens  love  to  hate  ; 
For  fhe  of  womans  force  did  fear  no  harm  ; 

So  weening  to  have  arm'd  him,  Ihe  did  quite- difarm« 

C  c  4 
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XXVIIL 

This  was  that  wonian^  this  that  deadly  wound, 
'  That  Proteus  propbecidc  ftiould  him  difmay  § 
The  which  bis  mother  vainly  did  wpound^ 
To  be  heart-wounding  love,  which  fhould  tflay 
To  bring  her  fon  unto  his  laft  decay., 
So  tickle  be  the  terms  of  mortal  ftaQ9»  . 
And  full  of  fubtle  fophifms,  which  do  play 
With  double  fcnfes,  and  with  falfc  ddxite, 

T'approve  the  unknown  purpofe  of  eternal  fate. 

XXIX. 

Too  true  the  famous  Marinell  It  f9Und» 
Who  through  late  triaU  on  that  wealthy  ftrood 
Inglorious  pow  lies  in  fenfekfs  fwound. 
Through  heavy  ftroke  of  BrtHmariis  hood. 
Which  when  hi&  mother  dear  did  underfiond. 
And  heavy  tydings  heard,  whereas  Cbe  pUid 
Amongft  her  watry  fifters  by  a  pond. 
Gathering  fweet  Daffadillies,  to  have  made 

Gay  girlonds,  from  the  fun  their  forheads  fak  to  (hade  ^ 

£ftfoons  both  Qowres  and  girlonds  for  away 
She  flung,  and  her  fair  dewy  locks  yrent^ 
To  forrow  huge  (be  turned  her  fornoer  play» 
And  gamefome  mirth  to  grievous  drerimenc : 
She  threw  herfelf  down  on  the  conttneot^ 
Ne  word  did  fpeak,  but  lay  as  in  a  fwoun^ 
Whiles  all  her  fifters  did  for  herlament^ 
With  yelling  out-cries,  and  with  fliriekinglbu^n( 

And  every  one  did  tear  her  gtrlond  from  her  ciowa. 

XXXI. 

Soon  as  fhe  up  out  of  her  deadiy  fit 

Arofc,  fhe  bade  her  charet  to  be  brought^ 
And  all  her  fiflers,  that  with  her  did  fit. 
Bade  e|cc  attonce  their  charcts  to  be  fought ; 
Tho  full  of  bitter  grief  and  p«five  thought. 
She  to  her  wagon  clomb  %  olomb  all  the  reft. 
And  forth  together  went,  with  forrow  fraught. 
The  waves  obedient  to  tlieir  beheaft, 

Them  yielded  ready  pafTage,  and  their  ragefurceaft. 
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xxxn. 

Great  Neftune  ftood  ftmazed  at  thrir  fighe. 
Whiles. on  his  broad  round  back  they  foftly  flid« 
And  eke  himfitlf  mpurn'd  at  their  mournful  plighCt 
Yet  wift  not  what  their  wailing  meant,  yet  did 
For  great  compa^on  of  their  iorrow,  bid 
His  mighty  watera  to  them  buxom  be ; 
Eftfoons  the  roaring  billows  ftill  abid. 
And  all  the  grieQf  jiifNiAers  of  the  fea 

Stood  gaping  at  their  gate,  and  wondred  them  to  iee» 

XXXIII. 

A  teme  of  DolphiifSf  mnged  in  array^ 
Drew  the  fmooth  charet  of  lad  Cymona  i 
They  were  all  taught  by  Trkon^  to  obey 
To  the  long  rein,  at  her  comEnwidement : 
As  fwift  as  Swallows  on  the  waves  they  wenc» 
That  thpir  broad  ip^aggy  fins  no  fome  did  reaf, 
Ne  bubling  roundel  they  behind  them  fent  i .  . 
The  reft,  of  other  filhes  draivf^n  were. 

Which  wish  their  fipny  oars  the  fwelling  fea  did  lliear. 

XXXIV, 

Soon  as  they  been  arrived  upon  the  brim   ' 
Of  the  Rkbftrmij  their  ctuirets  they  forlore» 
And  let  their^ttmed  fifties  fofUy  fwim 
Along  the  margent  of  the  foamy  ihore. 
Left  they  their  fins  fliould  braize,  and  furbate  fore 
Their  tender  feet  upon  the  ftony  ground : 
And  coming  to  the  place,  where  all  in  gort 
AiHl  cruddy  Uood  enwaltowed  they  found 

The  luckleis  MmmUt  lying  in  deadly  fwound  i 

XXXV- 

His  mother  fwouoed  thrice,  and  the  third  time 
Could  fcaite  recovred  be  dut  of  her  pain } 
Had  Ihe  not  been  devoid  of  moltal  Ainae, 
She  ihould  not  then  have  been  rdiv'd  again  : 
But  foon  as  life  recovred  had  the  rein. 
She  made  fo  pitious  moan  and  drear  wayment, 
That  the  hard  rocks  could  fcarce  from  tears  refrain^ 
And  all  her  fitter  Nymphs  with  one  conient 

Supplidi:  her  fobbing  breaches  with  lad  compUmenb 


.♦' 
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XXXVI. 
Dear  image  of  my  felf,  fhc  faid,  that  is^* 

The  wretched  fon  of  wretched  mother  tiom. 

Is  this  thine  high  advancement?  O  is  this 

Th*immortal  name^  with  which-  thee  yet  unborn 

Thy  Granfire  Nereus  promift  Co  adOrn  ? 

Now  lyefl:  thou  of  life  and  honour  reft  ; 

Now  lyeft  thou  a  lump  of  earth- ferl(^n, 

Ne  of  thy  late  life  memory  is  left, 
N€  can  tby  irrevocable  deftiny  ht  we^*  1 

XXXVIL 
Fond  Proteus^  father  of  felfe  prof)hecies. 

And  they  more  fond  that  credit  tb  thee  give. 

Not  this  the  work  of  womans  hands  y  wis, 

That  fo  deep  wound  through  thefod^ar  members  drive. 

1  feared  love :  but  they  that  love  do  live ; 

But  they  that  die,  do  neither  love  nor  hate. 

Nath'Ws,  to  thee  thy  folly  I  forgive. 

And  to  my  ielf,  and  to  accuried  fate 
The  guile  I  do  afcribe :  dear  wifdom  bought  too  late* 

XXXVIIL 
O  what  avails  it  of  inimortal  feed 

To  been  ybred  and  never  born  to  die  ? 

Far  better  I  it  deem  to  die  with  (peed. 

Than  wade  in  woe  and  wailful  mifery. 

Who  dies,  the  \itmoft  dolour  doth  abie ; 

But  who  that  lives,  is  left  to  wail  his  Jofs : 

So  life  is  lofs,  and  death  felicity. 

Sad  life  woHe  than  glad  death :  and  greater  crofs 
To  fee  friends  grave,  than  dead  the  grave  ielf  to  engrofs. 

XXXIX. 
But  if  the  heavens  did  his  days  envie. 

And  my  ihort  blifs  malign,  yet  mote  they  well 

Thus  much  afford  me,  ere  that  he  did  die^ 

That  the  dim  eyes  of  my  dear  Marinell 

I  mote  have  clofed,  and  bim  bid  farwell, 

Sith  other  offices  for  mother  meet 
,  They  would  not  graunt : 

Yet  maulgre  them,  farwell  my  fweeteft  fwcet ; 
Farwell  my  fweeteft  fon».  fith  we  no  more  IhaU  meet« 
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.  Thu^'when  they  all  had  forfowcd  their  fiH,,- 
They  foftly  'gan  to  fearch  bts  griefly  woumd.: 
Andlthac  they  might  him  handle  more  at  will. 
They  him  diiarm'd,  and  fpredding  on  the  ground 
Their  vatchet  mandes  fringed  with  filler  round. 
They  foftly  wipt  away  the  jellcy'd  blood 
From  th'orifice ;  which  having  well  up«*bound. 
They  pdurd^ih  foveraine  balm,  and  nefbrgood. 

Good  bodi  for  earthly  med'cine^  and  fpr  heavenly  food. 

JCLL 

Tho  when  the  lUly-handed  Lddgore 
("This  LfVss^riKhylome  had  karned  fkill 
In  leaches  craft,  by  great  ApQlks  lore, 

t'.Sfth  her  wfayloBfie  upon  highiVitdb  hill,  . 
He  loved^  aad  at  laift  her  Womb  did  fill 
With  heavenly  feed,  whereof  wife  Paon  fprung) 
Did  feel  his  pulfe,  file  knew  there  ftayed  ftfll* 
Sonte  little  mc  his  feebk  fpricts  emong ; 

Whkh  to  Iw  mother  told,  defpair  fhe  from  her  Axmal 

.  XLn. 

'Tba  up'  hhn  taking  in  thar  tender  hands, 

'    Thiy  eafily  onto  her  charet  bear : 

Hertemeat  her  commaandment  quiet  ftands. 
Whiles  they,  the  corfe  into  her  wagon  ressir, 
And.ftrow  with  flowres  the  lamenuble  bier : 
Then  all  th^  reft  into  their  coaches  dim. 
And  through  the  brackiih  waves  their  pallage  ihear  } 
Upon  great  Neftunes  neck  they  foftly  fwim. 

And.  to  her  watry  chamber  fwiftly  carry  him* 

XLIII. 

Deep  in  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  her  bowre 
Is  built,  Qf  hollow  billows  heaped  high. 
Like  to  thick  clouds,  that  threat  a  itormy  ihowre, 
And  vaulted  all  within,  like  to  the  fky. 
In  which  the  Gods  do  dwell  eternally  : 
There  they  him  laid  in  ealie  couch  well  dight ; 
And  feni  in  hafte  for  TrypboB,  to  apply 
Salves  to  his  wounds,  and  medicines  of  might : 

For  frypbon  of  Sea-gods  the  foveraine  leach  is  hight. . 


4u  THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.  .flboklU, 

XLIV. 

The  whiles,  the  Nymphs  fit  all  «bdttt  faiih  roaaii 
Lamfanxng  hift  miflwp  and  heavy  pUghC  v 
And  oft  bh  fnother  Tftwing  fats  wide  wniad^ 
Cuifed  the  hand  that  did  fa^leaaiy  ihtight 
Herdareftlbn,  her  deaitft  hcaits  ddij^tt^ 
But  none  of  all  thofe  cuiftff  ewmtagk  .  . 
The  wwTike  maid»  di'^nfampkof  thatnugfat^ 
Bnrfaifiy  well  ihe  tbrivU  and  ^itell  ^  brook 

Her  noble  deeds^  or  herridit  courfe  fyc  ought  fdrfodt; 

XLV. 

Yet  did  (alfe  Arclmage  bal^  ftitt  initiue^ 
To  brin^  to  pafs  Ins.  mifdiievous  iiittiic^ 

i    Now  that  he  had  htr  fingled  ffotnr  dio  cteir 

Of  courtcbus  Knighis^,  die  Prime^  Ad  Baity  gait» 
Whom  late  ift  diace  of  bdiutf  nceUant 
She ^ftji  porfbiog that fiunc  FoAfcr^ Onagi 
Of  wfabftfovtossit^iUy  impatfam 

'    And  full  :af  firy  aealv  lutt  foMoirfd  k>ng^  :  ^ 

To  resfkeiir  lierirom  ibaitii^  sindtotiioongciliertmn^ 

XLVI. 

Through  thick  and  thin^  throoghaioxihfadnSfaild  thioag^ 
Thoie  two  great  cfaankpioiiddidattjoiior  fiucfve  f  plainsy 
The  fieatful  Danizel,  with  moefiaiit  pakia  r 
Who  from  them  Acd^  as  li^ttrfoot  Hatdfroiis  Tkw 
Of  htmters  fwift,  and  fcent  of  hoondes  true. 
At  laft  thejr  canae  unto  a  double  tvay, 
\  :  ^ Where,  dpabtfal  which  to  take,  her  to  icftu^ 
ThemiUves  they  d?d  di^iut,  eaKhcoaflajr, 

Whether  more  happy  were  to  win  fi>  goodly  pmy. 

XLVU. 

But  Timas^  die  Princes  geadc  Scpiiic,^ 
That  Ladies  love  unto  his  Lord  Ibrientt^ 
And  with  proud  envy  and  indignant  hc^ 
After  that  wicked  Fofter  fiercely  wenc 
So  been  they  three  three  fundry  ways  ybent* 
But  faired:  fortune  to  the  Prince  betel, 
Whofe  chaunce  it  wjb,  that  foon  he  did  repent 
To  take  that  way,  in  which  that  Danaozcl 

Was  fledafope,  aSraki of  him» as  Fimd  of  helL 
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XLVUI. 

At  laft,  of  her  fkr  offhe  gained  vkw : 
Then  'gan  he  freflUjr  prick  his  feamy  fteed. 
And  ever  a&  he  nighar  to  her  drew» 
So  evennore  he  did  encfeafe  his  fpeed,  « 

And  of  each  tumtag  ftill  kept  wary  heed  : 
Aloud  €0  her  Jm  oftentiiaea  aid  call. 
To  do  away  icatn.doubt^  and  needled  dreed.* 
Full  mild  to  her  he  fpake,  and  oft  lee  fall 

Msuxf  meek  word$»  to  ftay  and  comfort  her  wichal« 

XLIX. 

But  nothing  miglit  reknt  her  hafty  flight ; 
So  deep  the  deadly  fear  of  that  foul  fwain 
Was  earft  impcefied  in  her  gentle  fpright .: 
Like  ^  a  feamd  Dove,  which  through  the  rain 
Of  the  wide  air  her  way  does  cut  amain^ 
Having  f^  off  efpide  a  Tafiel  gent. 
Which  after  her  his  nimUe  wings  doth  ftrain^ 
Doublech  her  hafte  for  fear  to  be  fore-hent, 

Aqd  with  her  mnioDS  cleaves  the  liquid  firmament. 

L. 

With  no  lefs  hafte,  and  eke  with  no  lefs  dreed. 
That  fearfol  l«SK)y  fled  from  him,  that  meant 
To  her  no  ,dvil  thought,  nor  evil  deed  ; 
Yet  former  fear  of  b^ing  foully  Ihent, 
Carried  her  forward  with  her  iirft  intent : 
And  though,  oft  looking  backward,  well  flie  viewed, 
Her.felf  freed  from  that  Fofter  infolent. 
And  that  it  was  a  Knight,  which  now  her  Yudc, 

Yet  flie  no  lefs  the  Knight  feard,  than  that  villain  rude. 

LI. 

His  uncouth  Ihield  and  ftrange  arms  her  difmaid, 
Whofe  like  in  Fairy  lond  were  feldom  feeo. 
That  fhft  (he  from  him  fled,  no  lefs  aflraid 
Than  of  wild  beafts  if  flie  had  cbaied  been  : 
Yet  he  her  foUow'd  (till  with  courage  keen. 
So  long,  that  now  the  golden  He^us 
Was  mounted  high  b  top  of  heaven  flieen. 
And  warn*d  his  Qlber  brethren  joyeous. 

To  light  their  bkilcd  lamps  injoves  eternal  houfe^ 
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LII. 

All  fadcUinly  dim  wox  the  dampilh  air. 
And  griefly  Ihadows  cover'd  heaven  bright. 
That  now  with  thoufand  ftars  was  decked  foir  $ 
Which  when  the  Prince  beheld  (a  loathful  fight) 
And  that  perforce,  for  want  of  longer  light. 
He  mote  lurceafe  his  fuit,  and  loft  the  hope 
Of  his^  long  labour,  he  'gan  fouUf  wite 
His  wicked  fortune,  that  had  tum'd  afl(^« 

And  curfed  night,  that  reft  from  himfo  goodly  (cope. 

Tho  when  her  ways  he  could  no  more  delcry. 
But  to  and  fro  at  difadventure  ftrald  ^ 
Like  as  a  (hip,  \diofe  Load*ftar  fuddainly 
CoverM  with  clouds,  her  Pilot  hath  difmaul ; 
His  wearifqme  purfutt  perforce  he  fi:aid. 
And  from  his  lofty  fieed  difmounting  low. 
Did  let  him  forage.    Down  himfelf  he  laid 
Upon  the  graflie  ground,  to  fleep  a  throw ; 

The  cold  earth  was  his  couch,  the  hard  fteel  his  pillow. 

Liy. 

But  gentle  fleep  ehvide  him  any  rh&i 
Inftead  thereof  fad  forrow,  and  difdain 
Of  his  hard  hap  did  vex  his  noble  breaft. 
And  thoufand  rancies  beat  his  idle  brain 
With  their  light  wings,  the  fights  of  femblants  vain : 
Oft  did  he  wiih,  that  Lady  fair  mote  be 
His  Fairy  Queen,  for  whom  he  did  complain : 
Or  that  his  Fairy  Queen  were  fuch  as  flic : 

And  ever  hafty  night  he  blamed  bitterly. 

LV. 

Night  thou  foul  mother  of  annoyance  fad. 
Sifter  of  heavy  death,  and  nurfc  of  woe. 
Which  waft  begot  in  heaven,  but  for  thy  bad 
And  brutifli  fliape,  thruft  down  to  hell  below. 
Where  by  the  grim  flood  of  Cocylus  flow 
Thy  dwelling  is,  in  Herebus  black  houfe 
(Black  Herebus  thy  hufl^and  is  the  foe 
Of  all  the  Gods)  where  thou  ungratious. 

Half  of  thy  days  doft  lead  in  horrour  hide<»is. 
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LVI. 

What  had  the  th*ctcrnal  maker  need  of  thee,* 
The  wbrld  in  his  continual  courfe  to  keep. 
That  doft  all  things  deface,  ne  letteft  fee 
The  beauty  of  his  work  ?  Indeed  in  flecp. 
The  flothful  body,  that  doth  love  to  ftecp 
Hi^  luftlefs  limbs,  and  drown,  his  baferniind, 
Doth  praife  thee  oft,  and  oft  from  Stygian  deep 
Calls  thee,  his  Goddefs  in  his  errour  blind. 

And  great  dame  Natureshdnd-maid,chearing  every  kiiMi. 

LVIL 

But  well  I  wote,  that  to  an  heavy  heart 
Thou  art  the  root  and  nurfe  of  bitter  cares. 
Breeder  of  new,  renewjsr  of  old  fmarts  : 
Inftead  of  reft  thou  lendeft  railing  tears, 
Inftead  of  fleep  thou  fendeft  troublous  fears. 
And  dreadful  vifions,  in  the  which  alive 
The  dreary  image  of  fad  death  appears : 
So  from  the  weary  fpirit  thou  doft  drive 

DeOred  reft,  and  men  of  happinefs  deprive. 

LVIII. 

Under  thy  mantle  black  there  hidden  lye, 
L.ight-(hunning  theft,  and  traiterous  intent^ 
Abhorred  bloodlhcd,  and  vile  felony. 
Shameful  deceit,  and  danger  imminent ; 
Foul  horror,  and  eke  hellifti  drerimenC: 
All  thcfe  (I  wote)  in  thy  proceftion  be. 
And  light  do  Ihun,  for  fear  of  being  fhent : 
For  light  ylike  is  loath'd  of  them  and  thee. 

And  all  that  lewdnefs  love,  do  hate  the  light  to  fee. 

LIX. 

For  day  difcovers  all  difhoneft  ways, 
And  fheweth  each  thing  as  it  is  indeed : 
The  prai/es  of  high  God  he  fair  difplays^ 
And  his  large  bounty  rightly  doth  arecd. 
Days  deareft  children  be  the  blcfled  feed. 
Which  darknefs  ftiall  fubdue,  and  heaven  win  : 
Truth  is  his  daughter  5  he  her  firft  did  breed, 
Moft  facrcd  virgin,  without  fpot  of  fiii. 

Our  life  is  day ;  but  death  wiih  darknefs  dj^tli-begin*     . 
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O  when  will  day  then  turn  to  me  again^ 
And  brine  widi  him  his  long  expeded  tight  ? 
O  Tiian^  nafte  to  rear  thjr  joyous  w^n : 
Speed  thee  to  fpread  abro^  thy  beames  bright. 
And  chafe  away  this  too  long  iingring  Night ; 
Chafe  her  away,  from  whence  (he  came,  to  l^ll. 
She,  ihe  it  is,  that  hath  me  done  defpight: 
There  let  her  with  the  damned  fptrits  dwell. 

And  yield  her  room  to  day,  that  can  it  govern  well. 

LXL 

Thus  did  the  Prince  that  weary  night  out-wear. 
In  reftkfs  anguifh  and  unquiet  pain : 
And  early,  ere  the  morrow  did  uproar 
His  deawy  head  out  of  the  O^ean  main. 
He  up  arofe,  as  half  in  great  difdain. 
And  clomb  unto  his  fteed.  So  forth  he  went,     » 
With  heavy  look  and  lumpifh  pace,  that  plain 
In  him  bewrayd  great  grudge  and  maltalent : 

Hb  fteed  eke  feem*d  t'apply  his  fteps  to  his  intent. 


CANTO   V. 

Prince  Arthur  bears  cf  Florimel : 
Three  Fofters  Timias  wound: 

Belphcebe  Jinds  bim  almqft  dead^ 
And  rearetb  out  ^f  fwimnd. 

I. 

'onder  it  is  to  fee,  in  diverfe  minds 
How  diverfly  Love  doth  his  pageants  play. 
And  ihews  his  powre  in  variable  kinds  : 
The  bafer  wit,  whofc  idle  thoughts  alway 
Are  wont  to  cleave  unto  the  lowly  clay. 
It  ftirreth  up  to  fenfual  defire, 
And  in  leud  floth  to  wafte  his  carelefi  day: 
But  in  brave  fprite  it  kindles  goodly  fire. 
That  to  all  high  defcrt  and  honour  dQth  afpir. 


w 


11; 

Ne  fuffrcth  it  uncomely  idlcncfs, 

'      In  bis  free  thought  to  build  her  flu^ih  ned: 
Ne  fuffrcth,  it  thought  of  ungcntlcnefs. 
Ever  to  -creep  into  his  noble  breaft  i 
But  to  the  htgheft  and  the  worthieft 
Lifteth  it  up,  that  elfe  t^ould  lowly  fall  i 
It  lets  not  fall,  it  lets  it  not  to  reft : 
It  lets  not  fcarce  this  Prince  to  bfeathe  at  all. 

But  to  his  firft  puifuit  him  forward  ftill  doth  cM  i 

IIL 

Who  long  time  wahdred  through  the  foreft  wldei 
To  find  fome  ifllie  thence,  till  that  at  laft 
He  met  a  Dwarf,  that  feemed  terriflde 
With  fome  lace  peril,  which  he  hardly  pa(^^ 
Or  other  accident^  which  hiih  aghaft ; 
Of  whom  he  asked,  whence  he  lately  taitiei  . 
And  whither  now  he  travelled  fo  faft. 
For  fore  he  fweat^  and  running  through  that  (kttie 

Thickforeft,  was  befcratcht^  and  both  his  feet  nigh  laffi€i 

IV. 

Panting  for  breath,  and  almoft  cut  df  heart. 
The  Dwarf  him  anfwer^d,  Sir^  ill  mote  I  ftay 
To  cell  the  fame.    I  lately  did  depart 
From  Fairy-court,  where  I  have  many  a  day 
Served  a  gentle  Lady  of  great  fWay, 
And  high  account  through-out  all  Elfin  land^ 
Who  lately  left  the  fame,  and  took  this  way  i 
Her  now  I  feekj  and  if  ye  underftand 

Which  way  (he  fared  hath,  good  Sir  tell  out  of  hzn4t 

•V. 

What  itiifter  wight,  faid  he,  and  ho^  arraid : 
Royally  clad^  quoth  he  in  cloth  of  gold. 
As  meeteft  may  beieem  a  noble  maid  *, 
Her  fair  locks  in  rich  circlet  be  enrold^ 
And  fairer  wipht  did  never  fun  behold^ 
And  on  a  palfrey  rides  more  White  than  fndW^ 
Y*t  tfieherfelf  is  whiter  manifold: 
The  iurcft  fign  whereby  ye  may  her  know^ 

Is  that  She  is  il^  faireft  wight  alive,  I  traw4 
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Now  certes  fwain,  faid  he,  fuch  one  I  wecfi^ 
Faft  flying  through  this  foreft  from  her  foe« 
A  foul  ill  favoured  Fofter,  I  have  feen  ; 
Her  felf  (well  as  I  might)  I  relkew*d  tbo» 
But  could  not  ftay ;  fo  faft  (he  did  forego^ 
Carried  away  with  wings  of  fpeedy  fear. 
Ah  deareft  God»  quoth  he^  that  is  great  woe^ 
And  wondrous  ruth  to  all  that  (hall  it  hear* 

But  can  ye  read.  Sir)  how  I  may  her  find,  or  where  f 

VII. 

Perdy,  me  liefer  were  to  weeten  that 
Said  he,  than  ranfom  of  the  richeft  Knight, 
Or  all  the  good  that  ever  yet  I  gat : 
But  froward  fortune,  and  too.  forward  night 
Such  happinefs  did  (maulgre)  to  me  fpight. 
And  from  me  reft  both  lite  and  light  attone. 
But  Dwarf  aread,  what  is  that  Lady  bright. 
That  through  this  foreft  wandreth  thus  aiooe  ? 

For  of  her  errour  Itrange  I  have  great  ruth  and  moane. 

'      VIIL 

That  Lady  is,  quoth  he,  where -lb  ihe  be. 
The  bountieft  virgin,  and  moft  debonaii^e. 
That  ever  living  eye  I  ween  did  fee ; 
Lives. none  this  day,  that  may  with  her  compaie 
In  ftedfaft  chaftity  and  vertue  rare, 
The  Koodly  ornaments  of  beauty  bright  i 
And  IS  ycleped  Florimell  the  fair. 
Fair  Florimell^  beloved  of  many  a  Knight ; 

Yet  ihe  loves  none  but  one,  that  MdrincU  is  bidit. 

IX. 

A  Sea- nymphs  fon,  that  MarineU  is  hight. 
Of  my  dear  Dame  is  loved  dearly  well  ^ 
In  other  none,  but  him,  Ihe  fets  deligbt : 
All  her  delight  is  fet  on  Marimll^ 
But  he  fets  nought  at  all  by  FlorhmO: 
For  Ladies  love,  his  mother  long  ygo 
Did  him  (they  fay)  forwarn  through  facred  fpelL 
But  fame  now  flies,  that  of  a  foreign  foe 

He  is  ydain,  which  is  the  ground  <^  all  our  woe^  * 


X. 

Fii^  days  there  be»  fince  he  (thcTf  fav)  i^as  flain^ 
And  four  fince  FkHnkU  the  court  ror«»went^ 
And  yo#ed  never  to  return  ^ain^ 
Till  him  alive  or  dead  ihe  did  invent 
Therefore,  fair  Sir»  for  love  of  knighthood  gent| 
And  honour  of  true  Ladies,  if  7^  may 
By  your  good  counfel^  or  bold  himlimrat^ 
Or  fuccour  her,  or  me  direct  the  way  1 

Do  one  or  other  good^  I  you  moft  humbly  pray« 

So  may  you  gain  to  you  full  great  renowm^ 
Of  all  %(M&  Ladies  through  the  vrorld  fo  vAAt^ 
And  haply  in  her  heart  find  higheft  room 
Of  whom  ye  leek  to  be  moft  magnifide  i 
At  leaft  eternal  meed  fliall  you  abide« 
To  whom  the  Prince  \  Dwarf  comfort  to  thee  take^ 
For  till  thou  tidings  learn  what  her  betide, 
I  here  avow  thee  never  to  forfake. 
HI  wears  he  arms,  that  nill  them  ufc  for  Ladies  fake« 

XIL 
So  with  the  Dwarf  he  back  retum'd  again^ 
To  feck  his  Lady,  where  he  mote  her  find  % 
But  by  the  way,  he  greatly  'gan  complain 
The  want  of  his  good  Squire  late  left  behind^ 
For  whom  he  wondrous  penfive  grew  in  mindf 
For  doubt  of  danger  which  mote  him  betide.} 
For  him  he  loved  above  all  man-kind. 
Havix^  him  true  and  faithful  ever  tride^ 
And  bold,  as  ever  Squire  that  waited  by  l6iights  fidej 

XIIL 
Who  all  this  while,  full  hardly  was  afllud 
Of  deadly  danger,  which  to  him  bead ; 
For  whiki  his  IjotA  purfu*d  that  noble  maidf 
After  that  Fofter  foul  he  fiercely  rid, 
To  been  avenged  of  the  fhame  he  did 
To  that  fair  Damsel :  him  he  chaced  long 
Throu£^  the  thkk  woods,  wherein  he  would  haYehi4 
His  fhameful  bead  from  his  avengenient  ftrong : 
And  oft  him  thitatned  daath  fer  his  otttra^eous  wrodg^. 
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XIV. 

Nath'feft,  the  viriain  fpcd  himfelf  fo  well. 
Whether  through  fwifcnefs  of  his  fpeedy  beaft. 
Or  knowledge  of  thofe  woods,  where  he  did  dwell. 
That  fhortly  he  from  danger  was  rdeaft, 
iWid  out  of  fight  efcaped  atthe  leaft} 
Yet  not  efcaped  from  the  due  reward 
Of  his  bad  deeds,  which  daily  he  increaft, 
Ne  ceafed  not,  till  him  opprefled  hard 

The  heavy  plague,  that  for  fuch  leachours  is  prepared. 

XV, 

For  foon  as  he  was  vanifht  out  of  fight, 
His  coward  courage  'gan  emboldned  be. 
And  caft  t'avenge  him  of  that  foul  defpight, 
Which  he  had  borne  of  bis  old  entmee. 
Tho  to  his  brethren  came :  for  they  were  three 
« iJo^cious  children  of  one  gracelefs  Sire, 
And  unto  them  complained,  how  that  he 
Had  ufed  been  of  that  foot-hardy  Squire ; 

So  them  wich  bitter  words  he  ftir^d  to  bloody  ire. 

XVL 

Forth- with,  themfelves  with  their  fad  inftniments 
Of  fpoil  and  murder  they  'gan  arm  bylive. 
And  with  him  forth  into  the  foreft  went« 
To  wreak  the  wrath,  which  he  did  earft  revive 
In  their  ftern  breads,  on  him  which  late  did  drive 
Theic  brother  to  reproch  and  fhameful  flight : 
For  they  had  vow'd,  that  never  he  alive 
Out  of  that  foreft  fhould  efcape  their  m^t ; 

Vile  rancour  their  rude  hearts  had  Bird  withfuchdefpigjht. 

XVIL 

Within  that  wood  there  was  a  covert  glade, 
Fore-by  a  narrow  ford  (to  them  well  known) 
Through  which  it  was  uneath  for  wight  to  wade  s 
And  now  by  fortune  it  was  overflown : 
By  that  fame  way,  they  knew  that  Squire  unknowa 
Mote  algates  pafs  ;  forthy  theiliftlves  tbey  fee 
There  in  awaits  with  thick  woods  over-growot 
And  all  the  while  their  malke  they  did  whet 

With  cruel  thjreats^  hts  paflage  through  the  £u:d  co  let. 
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XVIIL 

It  fortaned,  as  they  devifed  had,  i 

The  gentle  Squire  came  riding  that  fame  way, 
Unweeting  of  their  wile  and  treafon  bad, 
And  through  the  ford  to  paflen  did  aflay  ^ 
But  that  fierce  Fofter,  which  late  fled  away. 
Stoutly  forth  flapping  on  the  farther  fhore. 
Him  boldly  bade  his  paiTage  there  to  ftay. 
Till  he  had  made  amends,  and  full  reftore 

For  all  the  damage  which  he  had  him  doen  flore* 

XIX. 

With  that,  at  him  a  quivering  dart  he  threw. 
With  fo  fell  force  and  villainous  <iefpite, 
That  through  his  habeijeon  the  forkhead  flew. 
And  through  the  linked  mails  cmpierced  quit^ 
But  had  no  powre  in  his  foft  flefh  to  bite  : 
That  firoke  the  hardy  Squire  did. fore  difpleafe^ 
But  more  that  hite  he  could  not  come  to  fmite  ^ 
For  by  no  means  the  high  bank  he  could  ieize, 

But  labour'd  long  in  that  deep  ford  with  vain  difeaib.  > 


And  ftill  the  Fofter  with  his  long  boar-fpear 
Him  kept  from  landing  at  his  wiihed  will ;' 
Anon  one  fent  out  of  the  thicket  near 
A  cruel  fhaft  headed  with  deadly  ill, 
.  And  feathered  with  an  unlucky  quili  $ 
The  wicked  fteel  ftaid  not,  till  it  did  light 
In  his  left  thigh,  and  deeply  did  it  thrill ; 
Exceeding  grief  that  wound  in  him  empigkt^ 

But  more,  that  with  his  foes  he  could  not  come  to  fight. 

XXI. 

At  laft  (through  wrath  and  vengeance  makifig  way) . 
He  on  the  bank  arriv'd  with  mickie  pain. 
Where  the. third  brother  him  did  fore  aflay. 
And  drove  at  him  with  all  his  might  and  main 
A  foreft-biil,  which  both  his  hands  did  ftraini 
Bur  warily  he  did  avoid  the  blow. 
And  with  his  fpear  requited  him  again. 
That  both  his  fides  were  thrilled  with  the  throw, 

Afid  a  large  ftream  of  blood  out  of  the  wound  did  flaWi 
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xxu. 

He  tumbling  down,  with  gnafliing  teedi  did  httet 
The  bitter  earth*  tad  bade  to  let  him  in 
Into  the  baleful  houfe  of  endkfs  night. 
Where  wicked  ghofts  do  wiaii  their  former  £n. 
Tho  'gan  the  bs^e  frefhly  to  begin ; 
For  nathemore  for  that  fpe&acle  bad, 
Pid  th'other  two  their  cruel  ven^jeance  bitn. 
But  both  attonce  on  both  fides  him  beftad. 
And  load  upon  bim  laid,  his  life  for  to  have  had« 

XXIIL 
Tho  when  that  viU^  he  aviz'd,  which  late 
Affrighted  had  the  faireft  FlorimM^ 
Full  of  fierce  fury,  and  indignant  hate. 
To  bim  he  turned ;  and  with  rigour  fell 
Smote  him  fo  rudely  on  the  panniktU, 
Tt^it  to  the  chin  be  deft  his  head  in  twain : 
Down  on  the  ground  his  carcafs  grovelling  fell ; 
Hi$  finful  foul,  with  deiperate  diidain. 
Out  of  her  fielbly  ferm  fled  to  the  place  of  pain. 

XXIV, 
That  feeing^iidw  di^  only  laft  of  three. 

Who  with  that  wicked  fhaft  him  wounded  had. 
Trembling  with  horrour,  as  that  did  foiefee 
The  fearful  end  of  his  avengement  fad. 
Through  which  he  follow  fhould  his  brethren  bad^ 
His  boodefs  b6w  in  feeble  hand  upcaught. 
And  there* with  fliot  an  arrow  at  the  lad  ^ 
Which  faintly  fluttring,  fcao-ce  his  helmet  raught. 
.  And  glanAcing  fell  to  gcound,  but  him  annoyed  nought* 

XXV. 
With  tl^at  ho  would  have  fled  into  the  wood ; 
But  Tinw  him  lightly  overhent. 
Right  as  he  entring  was  into  the  flood. 
And  ikrook  at  him  with  force  fo  rkdenc, 
That  beadlels  him  into  the  ford  he  fent : 
The  carcafs  wuh  the  flnam  was  carried  down. 
But  th'head  fell  backward  on  die  continent. 
So  mifchief  fell  upon  the  meaners  crown ; 

.  l%eythf^bedeiidwithibame,tbeS<3imUvcdWSthieM 
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XXVI. 

He  lives  but  takes  fmaU  joy  of  his  renown  ; 
For  of  that  cruel  wound  he  bled  fo  fore. 
That  from  his  fteed  he  fell  in  deadly  fwoun ; 
Yet  ftill  the  blood  forth  guflit  in  fo  great  ftore. 
That  he  lay  wallow'd  all  in  his  own  gore. 
Now  God  thee  keep,  thou  gentle  Squire  alive : 
Elfe  Ihall  thy  loving  Lord  thee  fee  no  more  \ 
But  both  of  comfort  him  thou  flialt  deprive. 

And  eke  thy  felf  of  hoDOur,  which  thou  didft  4itch|ve« 

XXVIL 

Providence  heavenly  pafleth  livine  thought9 
And  doth  for  wretched  mens  relief  make  way^ 
For  lo,  great  grace  or  fortune  thither  brought 
Comfort  to  him,  that  comfortlefs  now  lay. 
In  thofe  fame  woods,  ye  well  remember  may, 
How  that  a  noble  hunterefs  did  wonne 
She  that  bafe  Braggadocbio  did  affray. 
And  made  him  fait  out  of  the  foreft  run  ; 

Belpb^ebi  was  her  name,  as  fair  as  Pb^kus  fun. 

XXVIII. 

She  on  a  day*  as  ffae  purfu'd  the  chace 
Of  fome  wild  beaft,  which  with  her  arrows  keen* 
She  wounded  had,  the  fame  along  did  trace 
By  trad  of  blood,  which  flie  had  freflily  feen 
To  have  befprinkled  all  the  gralfie  green ; 
By  the  great  purfuc  which  fhe  there  perceived. 
Well  hoped  me  the  beaft  engor'd  had  been. 
And  iUMe  more  hafte,  the  life  to  have  bereaved ; 

Bu$  ah  1  iier  expedUtioo  greatly  was  deceived. 

lOtlX. 

Shortly  fh^  Came*  whereas  that  woeful  Squire 
With  blood  ddformed  lay  in  deadly  fwound : 
In  whofe  fair  eyes,  like  lamps  of  quenched 
The  chryftal  humour  ftood  congealed  round  \ 
His  locks,  like  faded  leaves  fallen  to  ground,, 
Knotted  with  blood,  in  bunches  rudelv  ran. 
And  his  fweet  lips,  on  which  before  that  ftound 
The  bud  of  youth  to  bloflbm  fair  began, 

Spoild  of  their  rofie  red,  were  woxen  pale  and  wan. 

Dd  4 
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gaw  never  living  eye  more  heavy  fight. 

That  could  have  made  a  rock  of  ftdnc  to  rew. 
Or  rive  in  twain;  which  when  that  Lady  bright 
(Befide  all  hope)  with  melting  eyes  did  view. 
All  fuddainly  aba(ht,  (he  chan^d  hew. 
And  with  ftem  horrour  backward  'gan  to  (but  i 
But  when  (he  better  him  beheld,  (he  grew 
Full  of  foft  paffion  and  unwonted  fmart : 
T)m^  point  of  pity  pierced  through  her  tender  heart. 

XXXL 
Weekly  (he  bowed  down,  to  wect  if  life 
Yet  in  his  frozen  members  did  remain ; 
And  feelii^  by  his  puUes  beating  rife, 
That  the  weak  foui  her  feat  did  yet  retain. 
She  cafi^  to  comfort  him  with,  bu(ie  pain : 
His  double  folded  neck  (be  reaPd  upright,  • 
And  rub'd  his  temples,  and  each  trembling  vein  -, 
His  maird  haberjeon  (he  did  undight. 
And  from  .his  head  his  heavy  burganet  did  l^ht» 

XXXII- . 
Into  the  woods  thenceforth  in  haAe  ffie  weni, 
To  feek  for  herbs,  that  mote. him  remedy  ^      - 
For  (he  of  herbs  had  great  intendiment, 
Taught  of  the  nymph,  which  from  her  infMc:^ 
Her  nursed  had  in  true  nobility  : 
There,  whether  it  divine  To^tfc^i?  w^e. 
Or  Pantiochaa^^  or  Bolfgcnr^ 
She  foiind,  and  bitHight  it  to  her  patient  (tear, 
Who  all  thi$  whiH  l^y  bleeding  ouc  his  i)6art4»lood  neari» 

XXXIIt 
7he  foveraiM  wefcd  betwixt  two  marbles  plain 
She  poQnded  fmali,  and  did  in  pieces  bruize, 
A  nd.  {ihen  atween  her  iilly  handes  twain. 
Into  his  wound  the  juice  thereof  did  fcruze, 
And  toqnd  about  (as  (he  could  well  it  ufe) 
The  fle(h  there-wich  (he  fuppled  and  did  (kep, 
T*t^ate  all  fpafm,  and  foke  the  fwelling  bruize  •, 
And  after  having  fearcht  the  intule  deep, 
Ph?  Wifch  fecf  |c»rf  4i4  bind  the  wound  from  coid  to  keep. 
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XXXIV. 

By  thb  he  had  fweet  IHe  recour'd  again  ; 
And  groaning  inlf  deep,  at  laft  his  eyes^ 
His  watry  eyes,  drizltng  lijce  dewy  ram. 
He  up  *gan  liftvtdward  the  aziire  flcics. 
From  w hence 'dcfeend  all  hopelefs  remedies : ' 
Therc-with  he  fighM,  and  turning  him  afide. 
The  goodiy  maid  (full  of  divinities^ 
•And  gifts  of  heavenly  grace)  he  by  him  fpide. 

Her  bow  and  giklen  quiver  lying  him  befide. 

XXXV; 

Mercy  dear  Lord,  feid  he,  what  ]grace  is  this. 
That  thcHi  haft  fhciHred  to  me  finful  wight. 
To  fend  thine  Angel  from  her  bbwre  ot  blifs. 
To  comfort  w(e  in  my  diftreflcd  plight? 
Angel,  or  GoddeTs  do  I  call  thee  right  ? 
What  fervice  may  I  do  unto  thee  meet,  ^ 

That  haft  from  darknefs  me  rerurn'd  to  light. 
And  with  thy  heavenly  falves  and  med'cines  fweet, 
drefttily  ffnfiiil  wounds?  I  ktfs  thy  bleficd  feet. 

, XXXVL .  . 

Thereat  (he  bkifhing  faid.  Ah  gentle  Squire, 
Nor  Goddefs  I,'  nor  Angef,  but  the  maid. 
And  daughter  of  a  woody  nyniph,  defire 

c  No  fervice,  bucthy  fafety  andaid; 
Which  if  thou  gain  I  Ihall  be  well  apaid. 
We  mortal  wighfs,  whofe  lives  and  fortunes  be 

.  To  common  accidents  ftill  open  laid, 
Are  bound  with  common  bond  of  frailtee. 

To  fuccour  wretched  wights,  whom  we  captivcd  fee. 

.  XXXVH, 

By  this  herDathfels,  •  which  the  former  chacc 
Had  undertaken;  -after  her  arriv*d. 
As  did  Belpba^hj  in  the  bloody  place. 
And  thereby  deem'd  the  beaft  had  been  depriv'4 
Of  life,  whom  late  their  Ladies  arrow  riv'd; 
Forthy  the  bloody  traft  they  follow  faft. 
And  every  one  to  run  the  fwiftcft  ftriv'd; 
But  two  of  them  the  reft  far  oyerpaft, 

Ap4  where  their  Lad^  was,  arriveq  at  thi:  taf^ 
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XXXVIII 

Where  when  they  &w  that  goodly  boy  vath'  Uood 
Defouled  and  their  Lady  drefs  hi$  wounds 
They  wondred  much,  and  fliortly  underftood^ 
How  him  in  deadly  cafe  their  Lady  found. 
And  reflcewed  out  of  the  heavy  ftound* 
Eftfoons  his  warlike  courfer»  which  wa$,  ftrayd 
Far  in  the  woods^  whiles  that  he  lay  in  fwound. 
She  made  thofe  DaQa%ls  iearch :  which  being  ftayd. 

They  did  him  fet  thereon,  and  forth  with  them  coav^ydL 

XXXIX. 

Into  that  foreft  far  thiey  thence  hinr:le4»' 

Where  was  their  dwelling,  in  a  pie^ant.gUdea 

With  mountains  round  aoopt  enviremedt. 

And  'mighty  wood;,  which  di4  the  vaUcy  ihade. 

And  like  a  ftately  theatre  it  m^de,^  . 

Spreading  itfelf  into  a  fpacious  plain^ 

And  in  the  midft  a  little  river  pl^id 

Emongft  the  pumy  (tones,  which  ieem'd  to  plain 

With  gentle  murmur^  that  his  courfe  they  did  leftrajq. 

XL, 

Befide  the  fame,  a  dsuxity  place  there  lay. 
Planted  with  myrtle  trees  and  laurels  green. 
In  which  the  birds  fung  many  a  lovely  lay 
Of  Gods  high  praiie,  and  of  their  loves  fweet  teen, 
As  it  an  earthly  paradife  had  been : 
In  whofe  indofed  ihadow  there  was  pight 
A  fair  pavilion,  Scarcely  to  be  feen. 
The  which  was  all  within  moft  richly  dig)it. 

That  greateft  Princes  living  it  mote  weU  delights 

XLL 

Thither  they  brought  that  wounded  Squire,  and  laid 
In  eafie  couch  his  feeble  limbs  to  reit. 
He  refted  him  awhile,  and  then  the  maid 

'     His  ready  wound  with  better  falves  new  drpft  % 
Daily  Ihe  dre0ed  him,  and  did  the  bed 
His  grievous  hurt  to  guerifh,  that  ihe  might. 
That  ihortly  ihe  his  dolour  hath  redreil. 
And  his  foul  ibre  reduced  to  fair  plight : 

It  ihe  reducedt  but  himfelf  deftroyed  quight« 
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XLIL 

O  foolifh  pliy&ck,  and  gnfruitful  pihi. 

That  hoils  up  one*  and  oiakes  anodher  wauod : 
She  his  hurt  thigh  to  him  fecur'd  again 
But  hurt  his  heart,  the  which  before  ^as  ft)uiid» 
Through  an  unweary  dart,  which  did  rebound 
From  her  ftir  eyes  and  gracious  cQuntenance. 
What  boots  it  him  from  death  to  be  unbound^ 
To  be  captived  in  endlefs  durance 

Of  forrow  mi  defpair  without  allegiance  i 

XLIIL 

Still  as  his  wodnd  did  gather  and  grow  whole. 
So  ftill  his  heart  wox  fore,  and  health  decaid^ 
Madneis  to  fave  a  part,  and  Ipfe  the  whok. 
Still  whenas  he  beheld  the  heavenly  maid. 
Whiles  daily  plaifters  to  his  wound  flse  laid^ 
So  ftill  his  malady  the  more  increaft. 
The  whiles  her  matchlefs  beauty  him  difoaatd. 
Ah  God !  what  other  could  he  do  at  leaft, 

0IH  lovo  fo  fair  a  Lady,  that  his  life  releaft  i 

XLIV. 

Long  while  he  ftrove  in  his  courageous  breaft^ 
With  reafon  due  the  palfion  to  lubdue. 
And  lore  for  co  diflodge  out  of  his  iieft: 
Sdll  when  her  excellencies  he  did  view. 
Her  foyeraine  bounty,  and  celeftial  hue. 
The  fame  to  love  he  ftrongly  was  conftram*d : 
But  when  his  mean  eftate  he  did  review. 
He  from  fuch  hardy  boldnefs  was  reftrain'd. 

And  of  hia  lucklefs  lot  and  cruel  love  thus  plained  % 

XLV. 

Unthankful  wretch,  faid  he,  is  this  the  meed. 
With  which  her  foveraine  mercy  thou  doft  quight  ? 
Thy  life  (he  faved  by  her  gracious  deed. 
But  i;hou  doft  ween  with  villainous  defptght 
To  blot  her  honour,  and  her  heavenly  light. 
Dye  rather,  dye,  than  fo  difloyally 
Deem  of  her  high  defert,  or  ktm  fo  light : 
Fair  death  it  is,  to  ihu|i  more  lllianae,  to  die; 

Pjre  vvkcT^  dye,  than  cvfr  love  difloyally. 
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XLVI. 

But  if  to  love  difloyalty  it  be; 
Shall  I  dien  hate  iWr,  that  from  deathes  dore 
Me  brought  i  ah!  far  be  fuch  reproch  from  me. 
What  can  I  lefs  do,  than  her  love  therefore  ? 
Sich  I  her  due  reward  cannot  reftore : 
Dye  rather,  dye,  and  dying  do  her  fervc, 
Dying  herferve,  and  living  her  adore; 
Thy  life  Ihe  gave,  thy  lift  fhe  dpth  defervc : 

Dye  rather,  Are,  than  ever  from  her  fcrvicc  IWcrvc. 

XLVII. 

But  foolifh  boy,  what  boots  thy  fervice  bale 
To  her,  to  whom  the  heavens  do  ferve  and  few  ? 
Thou  a  mean  Sqoirfc,  of  meek  and  lowly  place. 
She  heavenly  born,  and  of  celeftial  hew. 
How  tb«n  ?  of  all,  love  taketh  equal  view: 
And  doth  not  higheft  God  vouchsafe  to  take 
The  «k>ve  and  fervice  of  the  bafeft  crew  ? 
If  flie  will  not,  dye  meekly  for  her  fake  5 

Dye  rather,  dye,  than  ever  fo  fair  love  forfake* 

XLVIIL 

Thus  warred  he  long  time  againft  his  will. 
Till  that  (through  we^knefs)  he  Was  forft  at  laft 
To  yield  himfelf  unto  the  mighty  ili:  • 
Which  as  a  vi£tor  proud,  'gan  ratifaek  faft 
His  inward  parts,  and  all  his  entrails  wafte. 
That  neither  blood  in  face,  nor  life  in  heart 
It  left,  but  both  did  quite  dry  up,  and  blaft; 
As  piercing  levin,  which  the  inner  part 

Of  every  thing  confumes,  and  calcineth  by  art. 

XLIX. 

Which  feeing,  fair  BelpbaBs  *gan  to  fear, 

Left  that  his  wounds  were  inly  well  not  heal*d. 
Or  that  the  wicked  fteel  empoifned  were  : 
Little  ihe  weend,  that  love  he  clofe  conceald  \ 
Yet  ftiJl  he  wafted,  as  the  fnow  congeal'd. 
When  the  bright  fun  his  beams  thereon  doth  bea^^ 
Yet  never  he  his  heart  to  her  reveaPd, 
But  rather  chofe  to  dye  for  forrow  great. 

Than  with  diihonourabk  terms  her  to  ihtreaL 
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She  (gracious  Lady)  yet  no  pains  did  fpare 

To  do  him  ealfe^  or  do  him  remedy : 
Many  reftoratives,  of  vertues  rare. 
And  coftly  cordial  (he  did  app]y. 
To  mitigate  his  ftubborn  malady: 
But  chat  Iweet  cordial,  which  can  reftore 
A  love-fick  heart,  (he  did  to  him  envy ; 
To  him  and  all  th*unworthy  world  forlore 

She  did  envy  that  foveraine  falve^  in  fecrec  (lore. 

LI. 

That  dainty  rofe,  the  daughter  of  her  mom. 
More  dear  than  life  Ihe  tendered,  whofe  fiowrc 
The  girlond  of  her  honour  did  adorn : 
Ne  fuffred  (he  the  middays  fcorching  powre, 
Ne  the  Iharp  northern  wind  thereon  to  fliowrc> 
But  lapped  up  her  filken  leaves  moft  chair, 
Whcnfo  the  froward  sky  began  to  lowre  : 
But  foon  as  calmed  was  the  chryftal  air. 

She  did  it  fair  difipred,  and  let  it  flourilh  fair. 

LII. 

Eternal  God,  in  his  almighty  powre. 
To  make  enfample  of  his  heavenly  grace. 
In  paradife  whylome  did  plant  thisl^pwre; 
Whence  he  it  fetcht  out  of  her  native  place. 
And  did  in  dock  of  earthly  jfleih  enrace. 
That  mortal  men  her  glory  {hquld  admire: 
In  gentle  Ladies  breaft,  and  bounteous  race 
Of  woman-kind  it  faireft  flowre  doth  fpire. 

And  bearech  fruit  of  honour  and  all  chafte  defire. 

LIII. 

Fair  imps  of  beauty,  whofe  bright  (hining  beams 
Adorn  the  world  with  like  to  heavenly  light. 
And  to  your  wills  both  royalties  and  realms 
Subdue,  through  conqudl  of  your  wondrous  might. 
With  his  fair  flowre  your  goodly  girlonds  dighc. 
Of  rhaftity  and  vertue  virginal. 
That  (hall  embellifh  more  your  beauty  bright. 
And  crown  your  heads  with  heavenly  coronal. 

Such  as  the  angels  wear  before  Gods  tribunal. 
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LIV. 

To  your  fair  felves  a  fair  enfiiinple  frame» 
Or  this  fair  Viigin,  this  Belpbitie  fair  \ 
To  whona,  in  perfe&  love  and  ^odbfs  fame. 
Of  chafticy,  none  living  may  compair : 
Ne  poifnous  envy  juftly  can  empair 
The  praife  of  her  frefli  flowring  maidenhead  > 
Forthv  fhe  ftandeth  on  the  higheft  ftair 
Of  th  honourable  ttafg^  of  woman*  head^ 

That  Ladies  all  may  follow  her  en£unpk  dead. 

x^  V  • 

In  fb  great  praife  of  Aedfaft  cbrftity, 
Nath^kis,  ihe  was  fo  courteous  and  kind, 
Tempred  with  gracCt  and  goodly  modefty. 
That  feemed  thofe  two  vertues  ftrove  to  find 
The  higher  place  in  her  heroick  mind : 
So  ftriving  each  did  other  more  augment. 
And  both  encreaft  the  praife  of  woman-kind. 
And  both  encreaft  her  beauty  excellent  % 

So  all  did  make  in  her  a  perfed  compliment. 


CANTO    VI. 

The  birth  of  fair  Belphoebe,  md 

Of  Amottt  is  tola. 
The  Gardens  of  Adonis  fraught 

With  fkafuros  mamfold. 

I. 

\X7ell  may  I  ween,  fair  Ladies,  all  this  while 
^^      Ye  wonder,  how  this  noble  Daroozei 
So  great  perfections  did  in  her  compile ; 
Sith  that  in  falvage  forefts  (he  did  dwell. 
So  far  from  court  and  royal  citadel. 
The  great  fchool^miftrefs  of  all  courtefie: 
Seemeth  that  fuch  wild  woods  ihould  far  expel 
All  civil  ufage  and  gentility. 
And  gentle  fprite  deform  with  rude  rttfticity* 
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U. 

But  to  this  fthr  Belfimhe  in  her  birth 

The  heavens  fo  favourable  were  and  free. 
Looking  with  mild  afpeA  upon  the  earth. 
In  t\i* HorofcQpe  of  her  natii^tee. 
That  all  the  gifta  of  srace  and  chaftitee 
On  her  shey  poured  locxh  of  plenteous  horn ; 
Jove  laught  on  Veims  from  hia  foveraine  fee. 
And  Pbabus  with  fair  beams  did  her  adorn, 

And  all  the  Graces  rockt  her  cradle  being  bora* 

lU. 

Her  birth  wm  of  the  womb  of  momh^  dew. 
And  her  conception  of  the  joyous  prime. 
And  all  her  wbole  creation  did  her  (hew 
Pure  and  unfpotted  from  all  loathly  crime. 
That  is  ingenerate  in  flelhly  (lime. 
So  was  this  virgin  bom,  fo  was  fhe  bred. 
So  wte  Ihe  trained  up  from  time  to  time. 
In  all  cbafte  vertue,  and  true  bountihed. 

Till  to  her  due  petie£i:ion  fhe  was  ripened. 

IV. 

Her  mother  waa  the  fair  Cbryfogome^ 
The  daughter  of  Ampbifa^  who  by  race 
A  Fairy  was,  yborn  of  high  degree  % 
She  bore  Belpbabe^  (he  bore  in  like  cafe 
Fair  Amorttta  in  the  fecond  place : 
Thefe  two  were  twinsy  and  *twixt  them  two  did  fharc 
The  heritage  of  all  celeftiai  grace  \ 
That  all  the  reft  it  feem*d  they  robbed  bare 

Of  bounty,  and  of  beauty,  and  all  votues  rare, 

V. 

It  were  a  goodly  ftory,  to  dechre 
By  what  ftraoge  accident  fair  Chryjcgime 
Conceived  thefe  Infants,  and  how  them  flie  bare. 
In  this  wild  foreft  wandring  all  alone. 
After  (he  had  nine  mon^  iulfiird  and  gone : 
For  not  as  other  women s  common  brood. 
They  were  enwombed  in  the  (acred  throne 
Of  her  chafte  body  \  nor  with  common  food. 

As  other,  womens  babes,  they  fucked  vital  blood : 
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But  wondroufly  they  were  begot,  and  bred 
Through  influence  of  ch'heavens  friricful  raff 
As  it  in  antique  books  is  mentioned. 
It  was  upon  a  fummcrs  fhiny  da]^ 
(When  Tiian  fair  his  heames  did  difplay) 
In  a  fcefli  founuin»  far  fr6m  all  mens  view^ 
She  bath'd  her  bread,  the  boiling  .heat  tfailay^^ 
She  bath'd  with  roles  red»  and  violets  blue^ 

And  all  the  fweeieft  flowres  that  in  the  foreft  grew  ^ 

VII. 

Till  faint  through  irkfome  wearinefs,  adown 
Upon  the  graffie  grouiul  her  felf  (he  laid 
To  deep,  the  whiles  a  gentle  flombring  fwoUA 
Upon  her  fell  all  naked  bare  difplaid^ 
The  funbeams  bright  upon  her  body  pfattd. 
Being  through  former  bathing  moUifidey 
And  pieril.  into  her  womb,  where  they  embaid  • 
With  fo  fweet  fenfe  and  fecret  powre  unfpide. 

That  in  her  poegoant  flefh  they  fliortly  fni^ftdo. 

vin. 

Miraculous  may  feem  to  him  that  reads. 
So  ftrange  enfample  of  conception ; 
But  reafon  teacheth  that  the  fruitful!  feeds 
Of  all  things  living,  through  imprefiion 
Of  the  fun*beams  in  moift  complexion. 
Do  life  conceive^  and  quickned  are  'by  kind: 
So  after  Nilus  inundation. 
Infinite  fiia|)es  of  creatures  mta  do  find. 

Informed  in  the  mud,  on  which  the  fun  haih  Ihin'di 

IX. 

Great  father  he  of  generation  ' 

Is  rightly  cail'd,  th^author  of  life  and  light  i 
And  his  fair  fifter  for  creation 
Miniftreth  matcejr  fit,  which  tempred  right 
With  beat  and  humour,  breeds  the  Mving  wight; 
So  fprung  thefe  twins  in  womb  of  Gbryfogme^ 
Yet  wift  file  nought  thereof,  but  fore  afiri^t^ 
Wondred  to  fee  her  belly  foiup-blown. 

Which  ilill  increaft,  till  ihe  hc^  term  had  full  oat^goUft 
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'Whereof <anceiviAg  (hftme  and  foul  dHgrace,    -.  .   o 
Albe  ner  guiUlefs  conscience  her  clear*dy 
She  fled  into  the  wildernefs  a  fpace. 
Till  that  unwieldy  burden  (he  had  reared,  '  [ 

And  Ihun'd  diihonour,  which  as  death  Ihe  fear'd  \ 
Where  weary  of  long  travel,  down  to  reft 
Her  folf  ihe  fet,  and  comfortably  chearM ; 
There  a  fad  cloud  of  fleep  her  overkeftt 

And  fei2:^  every  lenfe  with  forrow.  fore  oppreft. 

XI. 

It  fortunec),  'USt'F^ffUS  having  loft 

Her  little  fon,  the  winged  God>of  love. 

Who  for  fonoe  light  difpleafure,  which  him  croft^ 

Was  fnom  her  fled»  as  flit  as  airy  Dove* 

.And  k(t  her  blifsful  bowre  of  joy  above> 

(So  from  her  often  he  had  fled  away, 

Whdfi  ihe  for  ought  him  iharply  did  reprove^ 

And  wandred  in  the  world  in  urange  array,  fwray.) 

Diiguis'd  in  thoufand  ibapes,  that  none  might  him  be- 

XII. 

Him  for  to  feek,  file  lefic  her  heavenly  houie 
(The  houfe  of  goodly  forms  and  fair  afpe£ts  . 
Whence  ail  the  world  derives  the  glorious 
Features  of  beauties,  and  all  ihapes  feleft. 
With  which  high  God  his  workmanfhip  hath  deckt) 
And  fearched  every  way,  through  which  his  wings 
riad  borne  him,  or  his  traA  flie  mote  deteft :    . 
She  promift  kiffes  fwect,  and  fweeter  things 

Unto  the  man,  that  of  him  tidings  to  her  brings. 

XIII. 

Firft  ihe  him  ibught  in'  court,  where  moft  he  U5^M 
Wjiylome  to  haunt,  but  there  ihe  found  him  not  i 
But  many  there  ihe. found,  which  ibre  accus'd  . 
His  falkhood,  and  with  foul  infamous  b|lot 
His  cruet  deeds  and  wicked  wiles  did  fpot ; 
jLadies  and  Lords  ihe  every  where  mote  hear 
Coi^pl^ining)  how  with  his  empoifned  ihot 
Their  woeful  hearts  he  wounded  had  whylear, 

And*foha4Wt  ;hem  laoguiihing  'twixfhope  and  feai^ 
VoL.X  E  c 
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.  XIV. 
She  then  the  cirfesi  fought,  from  gat*  tt>  puc^ 
And  evcryontf(fidaflc,  did  he  him  &e; 
And  every  one  Tier  anfwcr'dj  that  too  late 
He.  had  hjrii.feep,  and  felt  the  cruelty    . 

<)f  his  (harp  darts,  and  hot  artillery  5 
And  every  one  threw  forth  reproches  rift" 
Of  his  mtfcliievou9  deeds,  and  faid,  that  he         ' 
Waa  the  difturbcr  of  all  civil  life, 

The  eiietny  of  peace,  -and  author  of  all  ftrife,        • . 

XV. 

Then  in  the  country  ftie  abroad  him  fought. 
And  in  the  rural  cottages  cnquir*d ; 
Where  alfo,  many  plaints  toher  were  brought^ 
How  he  therr'hecdfcfs  hearts  with  love  had  fir\}, 
And  his  felfevcnofai  through  their  veins  4n(pir'^^ 
And  eke  the •  gentle  (hepherd  fwains,  whtc!h  fat 
Keqiirig  their  fleecy  flocks,  as  they  were  hirM, 
'' She=  fwectly  heard  complain;  both  how,  andwhal 

'Hei^Ton  had  to  them  doen ;  yet  fhe  did  fmik  thcretf.  > 

XVI. 

But  when  in  none  of  all  thefe  flie  him  got. 
She  'gan  avife  where  effe  he  mote  him  hide : 
At  laft,  (he  her  bc: thought,  that  (he  had  not 
,Yct  fought  the  falvage .  woods  tnd  fordhwide. 
In  which  full  many  lovely  nymphs  abide, 
'  *Mohgft  whom  narght  be,  that  he  did  clofely  lye. 
Or 'that  the  love  of  fpme  of  them  him  tide: 
Forthy  fhe  thither  caft  her  courfc  t^apply, 

To  fcarch  thefecfet Jiaurits  of  Diam  company. 

XVIL 

Shortly,. unto  the  waftefui  woods  Ihe  camo» 

*  Vi^hereas  Ihe  found  the  Goddef»  with  her  crcw> 
After  late  chace  of  their  embrewed  game. 
Sitting  befidc  ^  fountain  in  a  rew,  • 

Some  of  them  wafliing  with  the  liquid  dew 
From  off  their  tfernty  limbs  the  dufty  fwea{,      -  ^ 
And  foil,  whieK  did  deferm  their-livefy  h*W  i 
Other  lay  fliaded  from  the  fcorcfting  heat ; 

^hc  Teftj-upoif  hc'r-pcrfw,  gave  ^e^aoce  grult^   •  • 
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XVIII. 

She  having  hung  upon-  a  hough  oo  high«r 
Her  bow,  and  painted  quiver,  had  unlalle 
Her  filvcf  bufkins  fronn  her  nimble  thigh. 
And  her  lanjc  Ipins  ungirti  and  breads  unbraftei 
After  her  hegt  the  breathing  cold  to  tafte  -» 
Her  golden  locks,  that  late  in  trei^s  bright 
Embceadcd  were  for  hindring  of  bcT  hafte. 
Now  loofe  about  her  iKoulders  hung  undight. 

And  were  wth  Xweet  Ambrofia  all  befprinkled  light* 

Soon  as  (he  Vtnui  f^^w  behind  her  back^  .     .. 

She  waa  afliam'd.to  be  fo  loofe  furprisM ; 
And  Wox  half  wroth. a^ainft  her  damfels  dacki       \ 
That  had  n9t  her  thereof  before  avis*d,  / 

But  fuffred  her  io  carelefly  difguis*d 
Be  overtakei).     3oon  her  garments  Joofc 
UpgathVingi,  in  her  bofom  (he  compris'd, 
WeJl  as  flie  might,  and  to' the  Goddefs  rofc^ 

Whilft  all -her  nymphs  did  like  a  eirlond  her  enclofe* 

•   '       ^     •  :^x. 

Goodly  (be  'gan  fair  Cytberja  greets 
And  fbortly.afked  her  what  caufe  her  brought 
Into  that  wildernefs  (for  her  unmeet) 
From  her  fweet  bowrs,  and  beds  wixh  pleafures  fraugjiti 
That  fuddain  change  fhe  Grange  adventure.thought. 
To  whom  (half.weeping)  Ihe  thus  anfjvered* 
That  flie  her  deareft  fon  Cupido  fought. 
Who  in  his  frowardricfs  from  her  was 'fled  ; 

That  file  repented  fore,  to  have  him  angered* 
XXL 

Thereat  Diana  *gan  to  fmUc  in  fcom 
Of  her  vain  plaint,  ^nd  to  her  Scoffing  faid  ^ 
Great  pity  furc,  that  yc  be  fo  forlorn 
Of  your  gay  fon,  that  gives^  ye.  fo  good  aid*  " 
To  your  difports  :  ill  mote  yc  been  apaid. 
But  ihe  was  mpRe  engricye^,  and  rcp]b|dc  ^ 
Fair  fitter,,  ill  bel^ems  it  tp  upbraid  ...  7. : 

%  A  doleful  hp^rt !jvith  fo  dlfdainful  pride;  'Z^- 

The  Hkethat^ifjie|\mavbeyo^^  .  v 

-..-.■•  j:^,...    ^jg-^    ^ 

\ 
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xkii. 

As  you  in  woods  and  wanton  wilderncfs 
I  our  glory  fct  to  chaCe  the  falvagc  beads  > 
So  iny  delight  is  all  inMoyfulnefs, 
In  beds,  in  bowrs^^  in  banquets,,  and  in  feafts  ; 
And  ill  becomes  ybu  with  your  lofty  cfeafts. 
To  fcom  the  joy  that  Joije  is  glad  to  feck ; 
We  both  are  bound  to  follow  heavens  behcafts. 
And  tend  our  charges  with  obeyfance  meek:  ' 

Spare  (geiltle  fitter)  with  reproch  my  pain  to  cek  ;' 

.      XXUL 

And  tfll  me,  if  that  ye  my  fon  have  heard. 
To  lurk  emongft  your  nymphs  in'  fecret  wifc ; 
Or  ktfep  their  cabins:  much  I  am  dffeard^ 
Left  he  like  one  of  them  himftlf  dil^uife. 
And  turn  his  arrows  to  their  exercile  : 
So  may  he  long  himfelf  full  eafie  hide  t 
For  he  is  fair  and  frefh  in  fate  and  guife. 
As  any  nymph  (let  rtoc  it  be  en  vide.) 

So  layitrg,  every  nymph  full  narrow W  Qie  cyde. 

XXIV. 

But  Phale  there-with  fore  was  angered. 

And  ftiarply  faici ;  Go  Dame,  go  feck  your  boy,    * 
^Where  you  him  lately  left,  in  Mars  his  bedj 
'  He  conies  not  here,  we  fcorn  his  foolilh  joy, 
N^  Jend  we^  ieifure  to  his  idle  toy :  * 
But  iff  catch  him  in  this  company, 
By  Stygian\2l^^  I  vow,  whofe  fad  annoy 
The  Gqds  do  dr^aS;'*  he  dearly*  fhall  aby  t 
He  clip  hi^  wantoh'wiftgs,  that,  he  nb  more  (half  fly. 

^.   ,xxy: 

Whom  whenas  Venm  faw  h  fore'difpleas'd. 
She  if)iy  fony'  \^a^,  'and  •gan/i'clent 
What  (h^  had  'laid  :  fo^her  Ihe  fooff  appeas**. 
With  fu^d  word^  and^^en'tle  bfarfdifhment. 
Which  a^  a:T6itnra!n'  ftcjm  her  fwbet  lijis  went,. 
And  welfed-gtjiodly  forrii;  that  in  jfhort  fpacc 
She  was  well  Wciafs'5^:'  and  foiC^  her  damzels  fciit^ 
Through  afl^3  Wb6(fi.'Ta  fearch'from  \>lace  lo  phux; 

|fanytraaix)fhrch'0i'tidlK^s-tI*yin6t<i  trace.    " 


(f  )  Ji* 
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'  XXVI. 

To  fbarch  the  God  of  Iotc,  her  nymphj, ihp  fcut .  •,  .r 
Throughout  the  wajodrlng  forcftcveiy  where:       ;   ^ 
And  dfter  them  hcrfelfckc  with  her  went 
To  feck  the  fugitive  both  far  an<j  near.  .         ^    * 
So  long  they  fought,  till  they  arrived,  ^erc     ^^^■ 
In  dtiat.raxnc  Ihady  covert,  whereas  lay  -  -  -^ 

Fair  Cbryfogonjs  ia.flunibring  traunce  whylere :       , 
Who.  ill  her, deep  (a  wondrous  thing  to  fay)       ..-^ 

Uowarc$  had  borne  t,wo  babes,  a9  fair  as  fpringing  aay> 

Un wares  (he  them  conceiv*d»  unwarcs  (he  bore  ;    .-  ,t 
She  bore.  wiihoMten^pain,  that  ihe  conceived 
Withouten  plcafure:  x\e  her  need  implore       \  ^ 
X«mwjraid:  which  when  tficy  boch. perceived. 
They /were  through,  wonder  nigh/of  fenfc  beregy'd. 
And  gazing  each  on  other,  nought"  belpake': 
At  laft,  they  both  agreed,  her  (ftcming  grievM)  . 
Out  of  her  heavy  fwoqn  not  to  awake,. 

But  from  her  loving  fide  the  tender  babes  to  take.      v 

xxyiii. ^  '  '^ 

Up  they  them  took ;.  each  one  a  .babe  up-took,    •     r 
And  with  phem  carried,  to  be  fbftcrcd,  * 

Dame  Pbabe  to  a  nymph  her  b^be  betook* 
To  be  brought  lip  iri  perfeft  maidenhead  j 
And  of  her  felf,  her  name  Belphtcbe  re^d: 
B\xtyenus  hers  thence  Jar  away  conveyd. 
To  be  upbrought  in  goodly  womanhead. 
And  iA  ner  little  Loves  dead  which  was  ftraid^ 

Her  AmoTitia  call'd,  to  comfort  her  difmaid. 

•         '  XXIX.  ^ 

She  brought  her  to  her  joyous  paradife, 

Where  moft  fhc  wonns,  when  (he  on  earth  does  dwell 

So  fair  a  place  as  nature  can  devife  : 

Whether  in  Papbos^  or  Cytberon  hill,  * 

Or  it  in  Gmdus  be,  I  wote  not  well  j 

But  well  I  wote  by  trial,  that  this  fame 

All  oth^r  pleafaiit  places  doth  excell. 

And  called  is  by  her  loft  Lovers  name. 

The  garden  of  AdoniSy  far  renowned  by  fame*' 

Ke  3 
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It  that  fame  garden,  all  the  goodly  flowrcs 
Where -with  dame  nature  doth  her  beiutine,       * 
And  decks  the'girlttiids  of  her  pat*amours. 
Are  fetcht ;  there  \i  the  firft  fenfiinarie  *   • 

Of  all  things  that  are  born  to  Jive  arid  dte. 
According  to  their  kinds, '  Long  work  it  Were>  ' 
Here' t^  account  the  fcndlcfs  progehie 
Of  all  the  weeds,  i!hat  bud>nd  bloiflbni  thttte" 

iSut fd  much-^  ddtH  hi^it^t^'tite&i  be  coartted  here. 

ItficedWin'toYuifeU'df  bid,      " 
And  gt'rt-in  with,  two  wkUs  on  eitber  fide ; 
The  one  of  iron,  th*  ot^bet-  of  bright  gold/ 
That  none,  might  thoroiigh  bftiik,  nor  over-ftridc : 
*Ahd  double  ^ates  k  had,  wWch  opened  wide, 
By; which  bdtti^lh  And  6ut  rtien  moten  pafs  j 
Throne  fair  ahdfi'efh,  the  bthet  old  and  dride: '  * 
Old  Gfmus,  the  pof tbf  of  therh  was  •  ^ 

Old  Gi?^w,  the  which  a  double  wwkife  has;  * 

He  leteeth  in,  he  leitefh  ou{  to  Wind, 
All  that  to'comfe  irttb  the  wotld  defire  j 
A  thoufand  thoufind  naked  baiWi  'attend  ; 
About  him  day  and  night,  wllich  4^  require. 
That  he  withnefhljr^ced3  >*rduld.them  attir^t 
Such  as  him  lift,  fuch  as  eternal  fate 
Ordained  hath,  he  doYhes  witH  finful  tpi^e,' 
And  fendetli  forth  toll^re  in  mortal  ftate, 

Till  they  again  rrtOrn  back  b]^  the  hinder  gate, 

XXXIII. . 

After  that  they  again  returned  "been. 
They  in  that  garden  planted  be  isigain  ; 
And  grow  afrefh  as  they  had  hiver  fecn 
Flefhly  corruption,  nor  mortal  pain. 
Some  thoufand  years  fo  doen  they  there  rettialrij 
And  then  of  him  are  clad  with  other  hue, 

^    Or  fent  into  the  changeful  ^orld  again. 

Till  thither  they  return',  where.firft  they  grew  i 

80  like  a  wheel  arotJftd  they  ruli  from* old  to  Rew% 


Nc  needs  their ^garcjipcjrp^  ^.^^..  :^;j  ^.,^ 

To  plant,  or  pruBo,:  %^^  ,^.g 

All  things  as  they. created  werc»,49li;rpv^%,^.^..^q 
And  Ycc  rcniembcr.wsl}  the  pisitjf  .^qrd^l^,.^  '^^. 
Which  firft  was  fpoken'by  -tH^JUcn^l^ty  p^^^j^.r 
That  bade  tKem  to  incre^fe  and  {nuljciply  ;,^  -  i^^a 
Nc  do  they  need ;w.itK  ,Wajer  jof  theuflj^r^^  ..^;.^3 ,  ^ 
Or  of  thf.  clouds,  fo.moiften  their  isboia^diy^^j,  y 
For  in  themfelvies,  eternal  .moUture  llxwimwfr  .  ' '  a 

Infinite  fhapes  of  creatures  xhere.ace  brci ..-,....  -.^,-\ 
And  uncouth  forms,  which  nqnp  yet  evf  rfK^ieye,^  P 
And  every  fort  is  in  .^  fundry  bed  .  .^[^^  ^^^  ,j^,  2I 
Stthy  k  fclf,  .and  rankt  in  co0i5ly;fe^:  .^  -  -v^CI 
Some  fit  for  rcafonable  fQuls't'ioiJpw>,,.w,  ^i,  SnA 
Some  made  for  beafls^  Ihipe  madc/or^t^rd^  Sf>,w^t 
And  all  the  fruitful  Jpawri  of  4fljes^hf|yr,(^ '/.  . '^t  * 
laendlefs  ranks  along  enranged.wetc^;  .  .*^  u  \.  1-j 

That  feem'd  th^Oc^dn  could' not;  c6ntaia\thenvtn(:re«^T^ 

xxxvr;  *  '^  •*  •  i  ^  ^^ 

Daily  they  grow,  and  dwiy  jb?A,^iift^     ^ ,     ;.,  ^.^v 
Into  the  world,  it  tomjeniflijuor^-,... /^    \  r-v 
Yet  is  the  ftock  not  ieueiiied,  nor  fjwit;^  >      '\>^\ 
But  ftill  remains  in .evcrlafti^g  &qtc^\  /l^^    ,    '  ,;  V 
As  it  at  firft  created  .w^s  jof  yore,         ,,,  v  '  V 

Por  in  die  wide  womb  oF  the  world*.  jtWr.Jlic$    ^  - 
'  In  hateful  darknefs,  ah^  in  deep  tWdn^V  ^  (!    |^  '• 
An  huge  eternal  Chaos^  which  fiippHes^    ,  -  /  J^.f 

The  fubf^noes  of  natures  fruitful  progenies*   , 

All  things  from  thence^dp  their  ficft  Jx^qg  fct-ch»  .,,  .,  ^ 
And  borrow  matter^  , whereof  tKby  ircimadc ; , 
Which  whenas  form  and  Features  it  does  ketch^ 
Becomes  a  body, ;  and  UqcK  then  invade 
The,  Jfltate  of  life,  out  of  the  ^rieHy  .Ihade.,  • 
l^at  Aibftance  is  etcrn,  andljideth.fo  ?.      ,  .  ; 
Ne  when  the  life  dec^y^  and  form  does  .fade. 
Doth  it  confume,  ana  into  nothing  gb^ 

B^t  changed  is^  and  often  altred  to  aqd  fro,  1  ^ 

£c  4 
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.  X^XVlil 

The  fubftance  is  not  cliang'd  nor  altered. 
But  di*  only  form  and  outward  fafliion ; 
For  <very  iubtoncc  is  Conditioned 
To  change  her  huc^  and  fundry  forms  to  don^ 
Mccrfbrncr  temper  and  compleaabn ;      ;  * 
For  forms  ^e  variable,  and  detay 
^y  eourfe  of  kind,  arid  by  occafion ; 
And  that  fair  flowre  of  beauty  fades  away. 

As  doth  che  Lilly  frclh  before  the  funny  ray. 

XXXIX. 

Great  enemy  to  ir,  and  all  the  reft 
That  in  tht  girdcn  of  Adonis  fprirtgs. 
Is  wicked  Time ;  who  with  his  fcyth  addreft. 
Docs  mow  the  flowring  herbs  and  goodly  ttimgs^ 
And  all  riiejr  glory  to  the  ground  down  flings, 
•  ^WKcre  thcy^do  wither,  and  arc  foully  mard : 
He  flies  abdlit  and  with  his  flaggy  wings. 
Beats  dowQ  both  leavies  and  buds  without  regard, 

Nc^cvcr  pity  may  relent  his  malice  hard. 

XL. 

Yet  pity  oftcnf  did  the  Gods  relent,  ^ 

To  fee  fo  fair'things  itiard,  and  fpoiled  quight  r 
And  their  great  mpther  Fenus  did  lament 
The  lofs  ot  her  dear  brood,  her  dear  delight  j 
Her  J^cjirt  was  pienfd  with  pity  at  the  light, 
Whdh  walking  through  the  garden,  them  flic  fpidc. 
Yet  no'te^flie  find  wdrcfs  for  fuch  defjpight. 
For  all  that  Hvtet  is  fubjeft  to  that  law  ! 

All  things  decay  in  tame,  and  to  their  end  do  draw. 

XLI. 

But  wete  It  not  that  f3&wf  their  troubler  is. 
All  that  in  this  delightful  garden  grows*. 
Should  happy  be,  and  have  immortal  blift : 
For  here  all  plenty,  and  alt  pleafure  flows. 
And  fwcet  love  gentle  fits  cmonfeft  theni  throws. 
Without  fell  rancour,  or  fond  jealoufie ; 
Frankly  each  paramour  his  Leman  knows, 
Each  bird  his  mate,  ne  any  docs  envy 

Their  goodly  merinienr,  and  gay  felicity,  * 


'  * 
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There  is  continual  tiering,  ihd  iutTMifl  diera        ^ 
Continual,  both  iMetin^  at  Me  time  i 
For  bolb  the  bougfis  do  hraghing;:  Meflbim  beuV^ 
And  with  fi^fh  cotou A  dsi^  the  wanton  prifiie,  '^[ 
And  eke  actonee  the^  licaii^  tites  they  clime^  .   -^ 
Which  fee^n  to  laiiour  un^  th«ir  fruits  locle : 
The  whiles  «he  joyous  birds  ms(ke  their  pallime   ^ 
Emongfbithefhady' leaved,  their  fweet  aoodei  ^  - 

And  (heir  triie  loves  without  fufpiciM  toll  aferode*       * 

XLIfl. 

Right  in*  the  mydefti>f  that  pailuMs, 
There  ftood  a  ftaftly  mount,  on  whofe  round  toff 
A  gtoomygrovepf  Mynio-trees  did  life^    • 
Whole  ihady  boi^bs  Iharp  Aeel-  did. never  lop. 
Nor  wicked  beafts  their  tender  buds  did  crop. 
But  like  a  girloiid  itfoniMflM  the  height, 
And  froiA  their  fruitftii  lidefc  fweet  gum  did  drop. 
That  all  the  ground  with  predMS  dew  bedight, 

'THt'^  forth  ipoftdahity  odours;  shd  moA:  iWeet  delight. 

XLIV. 

And  in  the  thickeft  covert  of  thlftt  ifhade. 
There  wsks  a  pleafant  arbour^  not  by  art. 
But  of  the  tree^  own  inclination  made. 
Which  knitting  dieir  rank  branches  part  to  part^ 
With  wanton  Ivy-twine  entrayld  athwart,- 
And  Eglantine,  and  Caprifble  ^mong, 
Fafhion*d  abovic  within  their  inmoft  part,    * 
That  neither  i^^  beams coutd  through  (hi^m  thrbng, 

>  liQt'JB^lMS  fharp  blaft  could  w^rk  them  any  wrong. 

XLV. 

And  all  about  grew  every  foft  of  fiowre. 

To  which  fad  lovers  were  trahsformM  of  yore  i 

Fxtih  HfociHihus^  Pi^^  paramour 

And  deareft  love, 

Foolifh  ^^Irt^i,  that  likes  ihe  watry  fliore. 

Sad  yhforant  bus  J  made  a  flowre  but  late. 

Sad  AmaroHthuSj  in  whofe  purj^  gore 

Me  (eems  I  lee  AmiiUas  wretched  tate,* 

To  whom  fwqec  Poets  verfe  hs^th  given  endlefs  date*  - 
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There  won|.lii|f  f(imi.0^M.  to^ojqjr 
Her  dear  Alpms  ioymsr  jpq|DpaAy» .; 
Ap*:«^W.f«*cSfi«(weof  ^^  . 

Lapped  ^  flow|t»  .>ai»4  «fW*ftus :  fpH:«er)y » 

By  hcr:^«iifo»  jfe?E}V|9M4  r^l^d  fr^ipi.^he  (kill. . 

Of  50Bw»  <5pds>. wlM<*.<to  ter  l^^e-iswfjr  i  , 

But  (te  bi^  ^f>  wheii-ever  thac  (b^wiij. 

And  {ooth,  it  fec^fis;  «b<^  ^'t  ibfe .  tt^S^miir  not 
Car  fti«r4ie»  ftodrwej;  biwi^d  fee      .  ..     * 
In  balefql^n^,  ;w4me^ :9)1  lliii|gs.«m  fOTgOC i 
All.beihp  fu^]((5(  m  ^loftalipc* 

Yetiscwriiintoi|U|biJiti^i>* '^\:.v.  ,; 
And  by  rqcdeffi0n  m^  fKsrpcimK  i 

Fgc  him  the  fatlw  ^--fllforrtiftshey  c«U  ;  . 
,Tta5r?fo?e  ncc4^.|i|»f»  he  live,  *at  Jwiflg  giv«s  la  riU 

There  now  h^4ive(h;iiKtelen>al  bUti^   '  ■ . 
Joying  hia  Qodd^  fmA^f:  bfiC.'WJpyd  : 
Ne  fcarcth  he  hen^fotth  ih»t  foe  w  Ws, 
Wfeieh  With' W&.<rwJ  tufk  him  /dswiJj  dgyd  s    . 

ror  t1ia(  wild  Ko&r> -^he  >wJ9iicH^ai  pnce  aaaoyd^ 

She  firmly  hath  .ci»j)ri(aaed)for  ^'ye . 

(That  h^r  fwcft  l©yt  hwhwiice ««ic  avoyd) 
,     In  a  rftroug  rocky  cavej .  w^hich  Hit.  A^y  %•  . 
Hj^wn  w^^erncjath  thfti;  jootmt^ .  thitt  Rpiw  ^m  {Mfamialr. 

XUIX- 
There  now  he  lives  In  .ewrj|^fting)j^..     -  '     \ 

With  mainy  of  the  Oods^ii'CoisipsUisr*.  . 

Which'  thicher  hajint^  nad  .with  the-  w.i«gc4  bof  : 

Sporting  himfclf  in  faft  felicity.:  ,   .  .. 

Who,  ,when  he  hati^  ivith  fpoil^  a;id  prucliy 

Ranfackt  the  WQfWt./aftd  in  the;  woeful  b 

Of  many  wretchea  fet  hi$  triumphs  hight 

Thither  reibrts^  amI  laying  his  f^d  da(t3 

AG^  with  fair  Jdo9tif^\iLy^  hia  waa«>oi»ar.t 


L. 

And  his  true  lof^tHAt  f^^^cii "kiAhlm  pfagm'  I  *:'y^  -  : 
FairPj^ri^toAlWtftidywcohoil'd,  i  .  .  -  v 
Afcf i*  long  ^Ht»ub]«r*«thd  uAffieec  i:t|Are]r^  '1  r-  !  ' 
With  >w4iich'hia  ribthw  Vema  hor  mfl'4^  v  m:,..  //^ 
And  eke  hiniftff  hfefttftte^v  ixiWr  -  .  w  ;  !  r 
But  now  m  fl!edfift(b  lov«  ancThtfpp)^  ftate  :h  w  ' :  T 
She  with  him  ltV«d,  aiid^hactifhiin  bornfraTliild^^  1 
Pleqfure^  that  ddlh^tll  Qodft  9bil  mn  aggnttei   . 

Tleajitre^  fbe  daSOgiiier'bf  O^^^iMdi}^  latt^       .:  . 

Hither  great  Vttm  ferotight  this  infent  fiar »    -     — - 
The  younger  daughter  of  Chryfogonee^ 
And  unto  P/^Ji^  with^^reat  truflfaiid  care 
Committed  her,  yfoftered  to  be. 
And  trained  Vp-lH  *  ^^  fc'irf«tt«fe  ^  ••*      -.  '• 

Who  no  kfs  caf^]feU|^  h«1^  IbKlei^r 

Than  het-  c^  liatfghter  jMEf^ftrvVto  wtibiA  (he 

Made  her  companioiH  ^*MS  toi^iwH^ned 

Ih  all  the  lore  of  love,  and  goodly  womanhead. 

JJH. 

Jn  which  whei^lh«  W  t>eirftft^rljjillilk  grdvw, -  ^"  -  .    ^/ 

Of  grace  4bdbM(f(f  Adbte  pair^gone,  *    .        i^-*- 

She  brought  hwforA  info  Ch«'4ir(M'14irtiew^  ::Y 

To  be  th'enfiMil^^  ^f  tMffliye  Uone, 

And  iK^d-^lk)'  ^dl  €haflte:a^e^bon> 

To  all  fair  Ladies,  that d^live^n  grotind.^  >     ' 

To  Fairy  couk  IDef  eamo^  wfiere  many  ofib   ,      ^ 

Ad(htr'd  her  goddlybaviouiiy  ^^nd  found 

His  feeble  iieqrt  wide  Ifttinced  with^Ldvesctuet'ivmindit 

Butihetononedf  tlfHM  be^]oi^:di^carft,  -     ^ 

Save  to  the  nobk^CnighC  %it  ScHdam^e^ 
To  whom  h^r  loving  heart  fiie  fittifced  faft 
In  faithful  lo¥tf,  t'aDide  for-tMrtlMni, 
And  for  his  deaVeft  felce  endOH^A  ib^, j 
Sore  trouble  of  an  ^httnotts^^Meiny'S      :  '     ^ 

Who  \itt  woold  forc<d  havd:M^  mlre^ifole    * 
Her  formei*  \we  «nd  ftidfatt- loyalty,  *  ^ 

As  ye  may  elfewHcr^f^d  that  rueM  1iifto»f^  ^  ^      ^ 


;4f4'         TTHE  FAIRY  QJLJ^PI?.    J^^iHIv 

LIVi 
But  ^n  I  i«eri,  ye  faftidcfire  f^  |(ir%  <  t  • 
What  end  unto  that  fearful  damoft^- 
Which  fled  ib  Atft  from  diat  fat^f:  F^^er  ftern^  v,  . 
Whom  wUh  h»  bfed»rcn.Cw<Wrfl^W,  Ijefcji : 
That  was  to  wetty  the  goodly,  i'Zww'^.i    . 
Who  wandrio^  fortollbek  herl^K^.^I^.  . 
Hc^Uiine* dear,' bar .tbtleft^M(»^ll«/A  -  , : 
Inrp  misifbrtiine  fell*  .«s  ye  did  nem    .      , 
And  from-lPxttiae  v^/£M\j6ed>  wUhi^nli^  $f  .Hie  f<»r. 
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CAN  T  a  vu. 


t^«.«  ^«  .«^  t 


« .  •  •  • 


Like  IS  ad  Hind  ft«h  ftiglf 4/pofii.^e  h*rA 
That  hath  efeftMct.'ff!pift  «  ^imoi^  heaft. 
Yet  Sks.tway  of W  QWt>;JfciR  ^fti^rd,*;  : ;,; . 

And  every  l^af,  jdi«t  iJS^al&Qth  wilh  ^  ^^    ;     . 
Murmur  of  wijEid;. her cerrorihit^incraifti.  . 

So  fled.fsur  Fkrimell  Ucm  bftf:V^W:ftar»     ... 
Long  aiter  flie  fravi.perU <waa  M^zSl : 
Each  Ihadc  Ihe  faw,  and  each  notfe  fhe  did  iifar* 
Did  ten  to  be  theif^me^  which; Ihccfcapi  whyi 

All  that  fame evenSoig  (he  in flyiftgipent. 
And  all  thfit  night  her  courfe  continued : 
Ne  did  f^e  let  ify^  jg^ponce  to  relents 
Nor  wearinefs  to  fl^k  her  hafte,  but  fled 
Ever  alike,  aa  if  ,W  former  drtad 
"Were  hard  bel^nd,  her  ready  to  arreft : 
And  h{r  white  p4£wy  having  conquered 
The  nuuftring  petM  out  of  her  weary  wrell» 

Perforce  bcr  CMticdt  wh«e-ever  he  thought  beft. 


'.« 
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ni. 

So  long  as  breath,  and  able  pfriflknc*  ? 

Did  nJtttre  courage  unto  him  fdppiy,  ^ 

His  pace  he  fttfiSf  forward  did  advaoce. 
And  carried  her  beyond  all  jeopardy  3 
But  nought  that  i^anteth  reft,  can  bng  aby. 
He  having  through  inceflant  crave)  fpenc 
His  force,  at  laft  perforce  adown  did  lye^    • 
Ne  foot  could  further  move :  The  Lady  ffeat 

Thereat  was  fuddain  ftrook  with  great  aftonilunenc* 

IV. 

And  forced  t'alight,  on  foot  mote  atgates  £ut^ 
A  traveller  unwonted  to  fuch  way : 
^eed  teachedi  tfer  this  ieflbn  bard  md  rare, 
That  fortune  all  in  equal  lance  doth  fway. 
And  mortal  mi(eries  doth  make  her  play. 
So  long  fhcxrM^di  till  at  length  ihe  came  :  v  : ' 
To  an  hills  tide»  which  did  to  h^r  bewray 
A  little  valley,  fubjedl  to  thefiune. 

All  coverM  with  thiifk  woods,  that  quito  itMrnoafDC..' 

V. 

Through  th'  tops  of  the  high  trees  Ihe  <fid  defiary  . ' 
A  little  iinoke,  whofe  vapour  thin  and  lights 
Reeking  aloft  uproUed  to  the  iky  i-  - 
Which  chearfui  figti  did  fend  untolier  fight;  r.-      ' 
That  in  the  fame  did  wonne  fome  living  wight,  .  ., 
Eftfoons  her  fteps  (he  thereunto  applide.  * 
And  came  at  1^  in  weary  wretched  plight    ^ 
Unto  the  place,*  to  li^bich  her  hope  did  guide. 

To  find  fome  refuge  there,  and  reft  her  weary  fiie. :. 

VK 

There  in  a  gloomy  hollow  glen  flic  feund 
A  little  oottage,  built  of  fticks  and  reeds 
In  homely  wt2e,  yi^  wall'd  with  ibds  around. 
In  which  a  A/VltcK  did  dwelU  iin  loathly  weeds,    ' 
And  wilful  want,  alt  carelefs  of  her  needs : 

So  choofing  folilarV'to  ubidCr       : 
FarTrom  alt  liitghl^ours^  that  her  ^vdiih  deeds 
And  hellifh  arts*  lirom  people  Ihemig^t  hide. 
4nd'huct  far.oiFuRkAOwiV'  whom4ever  file  d»rlk«^    A 
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The  damzel  there  tm^ttg  .eo^irtKlU^ 

Where  fitting  imi^ti.S^t  thofW^  fopiuj,  ., . ; 
Bufie  (as  f^cfo'd)  >abQUc  Amo  wi^mi.g^i :  . ; 
Who,  fooa  a3;  j^  bpiMfld  tb^t  fuddaia  ftound, 

Lighdjr  upftaitedifcoip  tlie  dafty  griwi94i 
And  with  fi:\lhbki.'i^J^h^iQ':if:^»^y:^92jQ 

Scared  on  her  iwhik^oto  ^oe  ^(b)«undi '. 

Ne  had  on^  *wof d  ti^  fpeik,  for  great  ^ajEnazo  ; 

But  Ibew'd  by  ouovard^oAy  th»t  d^4^:t)®/ea.(c.did  dajfQ 

VJIl. 

At  lafty  tvmung  iiei'fetr.ta  foolifib  Wf^fdi;  ' 
She  a(kt,  what  devil  hffcd  her  ti!||i;her  jb^ght^ 
And  wha  Ihe  vifsa9» . jftAdv^tt  jun^o^vd  p$th 
Had  guided  her^^  Cin^r^lconoedi*  pnfMght  ? 
To  which  th6  danl%l  fi^llof  dout>^.ldaouglitj| 
Her  mildly  anfirer'd :  Btld$nie;  «^floc  wroth  . 
With  filly  virgih  bf  t^fwtmt,  l^foi^t 
Unto  your  dwcliii^  jgnoraiJt  jjift4  l^h^ 

.TJbtfxnnnei  but  room  (ar^A,  whiHtMPapM^'Ov^rblo'tk 

IX. 

With  thic^  adoiii^Q  but  of  her:ichjijfftil  epn,    , 
Few  vncidirig  tears  (hoiiibftly^t^  ... 

That  like  two  ori^fc  p^ark, '  did  ppr^  fhiiic       r 
Upon  bcr  fnow!y/<heek.;  and  tiie^vithalJ  -r 

She.fi^b«d,foft,;diat  neilft'f<»l»fti«Wk  :  -  :.:  i 

Nor  falvage  hearty  buHjDHH  of  .hw^plight    .  •  f 
Would  make  to  msls$or  pitioi^y^Hf  j^U  i 
And  tiiafl  vile  Hagv  aU'WiCce  imffrji^  dielfghl  *  • 

In  nufiifief,  was  tniwh.zbpyed  at.&>  f  i£}g|is  figiii. 

And  'gan  recdm&ix 4idr ria  hcr^fM4t  f^/    r    ,  ::  ,  s 
With  womaniih  conapaJQian  ^ Ji^r^fiiuniy 

WipingrtheitearsfirDaifa^r  ilu^M&df^Afc     j 
And  bidding  her  fin^dQVtm  s^it^^MyM^ 
And  weary  limb&Al!)hflo.    rSlHsnptfiijpg. quaint 
Nor  'fdci^nful  of  fo  t|0teely<  ^&k>fl# ;   - 

Sith;bfbughtiifeiMis«ow^:rp,Wd5p9f^^  : 

Sate  dotvQft  tij^inthe  dttfl^grotiodt  s^MPi: ! : . 
AsgUofbtiiat^aU»fty/«^^^  ^ 
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Tho,  'g»  fhegiithd:  upJmr  giitamcs  reMk  '  : 

And  her  loofe  locks  to  dight  in  order  due^  » 

With  goldeirwretih»  and  gorgeous  ornament;   '- 1 
Whom  fuch  whi:n-as  the  vridapd  Hag  did  vicvr,  !  i 
She  was  aftoni(ht  at  her  heavenly  hui^ 
I  And  doubted  her  to  deem  an  earthly  wight. 
But  or  fome  goddds*  or  of  Dians  crew^ 
And  thought  her  taadore  with  humble  fpright ; 

T'adore  thing  fo  AviM  as  beauty,  ttrcre  but  iligbr. 

This  wicked  wocAaib had  a  wicked Toh,  *  '•  \'  '     ^, 

The  com  fort  of  her  age  and  weary  days, 
A  iafie  locvd^  for  nothing  good  to  done. 
But  ftretched  forth ;in  idlenefs  always,  . 
Ne  ever  caft  his  mind  to  cov-et  praife,  •  ^  . 

Or  ply  himfelf  to  any  honed  trade ; 
But  all  the  day  before  the  funny  rays 
He  us'd  to  Aug,  or  (kep  in  flotbful  ihade : 

Such.kziiKfs  both  lewd  and  poor  attoncehim  nudi3u< 

XIII. 

He  coming  homd  at  undertime,  there  found- 
The  faireft  creature  that  he  ever  faw. 
Sitting  befide  his  mother  on  the  ground  y 
The  fight  whereof  did  greatly .  himi  adaw. 
And  his  bafe  thought  with  terror  and  with  arm .    • 
So  inly  fmotCi  thacas  onciwhich  had  gaz'd 
On  the  bright  fiia  utnwtres,  doth  foon  wichdffiw  * 
His  feeble  eyn,  with  too  muck  brightnefs  dazM^^ 

56  ftared  he  on  faei^  and  ftood  long  while  amaz'd. 

XIV, 

Sofdy  at  laft  he  'gan  las:  mother  a&,  - 
What  mifter  wight  that  was^  and  whence  derived; 
That  in  fo  ftrangecdifguiiaimcnt  there  did  maik. 
And  by  what  acddent  fhe;liier&arriy!d :    ; 
But  ihe^  asonenighof  berMrits.dtfpritr'd, 
With  nojught  bue.ghaiUy  look$  hirii  apfwerad^  ii 
Like  to  a  g}io%'Sttut  Iktely  isieviv'd  i       /  v.r , : 
From  Siypan.fhotesif  where  late  it  wamferqd ;  i 

So  bo<b  at  bcTf  and  och  At  othtr  VMdered^i.  ^.' .:  A  I 
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XV. 
But  the  fair  4rgiii  was  ib  meek  and 
That  (be  to  them  vouchfafed  to 
Her  goodly  port^  aod  to  their  fenfes  vild 
Her  gentle  fpeoch  sqtpKde^  that  in  ihort  fpaoe 
She  grew  farqiUar  in  that  defert  place. 
During  which  tinie,  the  chorle  through  her  fo  kind 
And  courteous  ufe  conceived  affection  bafe. 
And  caft  to  love  her  in  bis  brutiih  mind ; 

No  love,  but  brutifli  luflr^  that  was  h  beaftly  ttn*d« 

XVI. 

Clofely  the  wicked  Bame  his  bowels  brent^ 
And  IhorUy  grew  into  outrageous  fire ; 
Yet  had  he  not  the  heart,  nor  hardimeiic. 
As  unto  her  to  uttd:  his  .defire ; 
His  caitive  thought  tlorft  not  fo  high  a^rt : 
But  with  foft  fighs,  and  lo\(ely  femblances. 
He  ween'd  that  his  affeftion  entire 
She  ihould  aread ;  many  refeo^blanccs 

To*  her  he  made,  and  many  kind  remembrances. 

XVIL 

Oft  from  the  fereflr  wildings  he  did  brings 
Whofe  fides  empurpled  were  with  fmiliag  red. 
And  oft  young  birds,  which  he  had  uiight  to  fing 
His  miftrefs  praifes  fweetly  caroled  : 
Girlonds  of  flowres.ibmeiimes  for  iser  £ur  head 
He  fine  would  dight ;  fomecimiss  the  fquirrel  wild 
He  brought  to  her  in  bands,  as  conquered 
l^o  be  her  thrall,  his;  fellow  fervanc'viid ; 

Allwhichiheof  him  tookwithcouot^ngncejiieekand  mild 

XVIII. 

Butpaft  awhile,  when  Ihc  fit: feafair.iaw . !  '  ' 

T6  leave  that  defisrt  manfikm,  Ihe  caft 
In.  iecret  wife  her  felf  thence  to  withdraw. 
For  fear  of  Imiftfaief,  which,ihe  did  fbrecaft 
Might  by  the  Witch  .or  by^  her  ion  oompaft : 
Her  weary  paifrey^  clofely  as  Ihitmig^t^' 
Now  well  recovroU  aitefloagiarepieift^?  . 
In  hi&^probd  fufiaittni£s.(he  frefliiy«dight. 

His  late  mifwaadifd  ways  aqw  19  tenegfurc  right*.  . 
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XIX. 

'  »  •  •  •         . 

And  early  ere  the  dawning  day  appeared. 
She  forth  iflu'd,  and  on  her  journey  wcntj  * 
She  went  in  peril,  of  each  nolfe  affeard/ 
And  of  each  Ihade,  that  did  it  felf  prefent  i 
For  (Ull  (he  feared  to  be  over-hent 
Of  that  vile  Hag,  or  her  uncivil  fon  : 
Who  when  too  late  awaking  well  they  kent 
That  their  fair  gueO:  was  gone,  they  both  begun 

To  nvdte  exceeding  mone,  as  they  had  been  undone* 

XX. 

But  that  lewd  lover  did  the  mod  lament 
For  her  depart,  that  ever  man  did  hear ; 
He  knockt  his  breaft  with  defperate  intent. 
And  fcratcht  his  face,  and  with  his  teeth  did  tear 
His  rugged  flelh,  and  rent  his  ragged  hair  : 
That  his  fad  mother  feeing  his  fore  plight, 
Was^  greatly  woe-begone,  and  'ganto  fear 
Left  his  frail  fenfes  were  emperiflit  quight, 

And  Love  to  frenzy  turn'd,  iith  Love  is  frantick  hight* 

XXL 

All  ways  fhe  fought,  him  to  reftore  to  plight^ 

With  herbs, with  charms,with  counfel,  and  withTears : 
But  tears,  nor  charms,  nor  herbs,  nor  couniel  might 
AiTuage  the  fury,  which  his  entrails  tears  : 
So  ftrong  is  paffion,  that  no  reafon  hears. 
Tho  when  all  other  helps  (he  faw  to  fail. 
She  tum'd  her  felf  back  to  her  wicked  lears. 
And  by  faer  develifli  arts  thought  to  prevail 

To  bring  her  back  again,  or  work  her  final  bale. 

XXII. 

Eftfoons  out  of  her  hidden  cave  fhe  call'd 
An  hideous  beaft,  of  horrible  afpeft. 
That  could  the  ftouteft  courage  have  appalld } 
Monftrous  misfhap'd,  and  all  his  back  was  ipcA 
With  thoufand  fpots  of  colours  queint  ele£t} 
Thereto  fo  fwift,  that  it  all  beafts  did  pafs  : 
Like  never  yet  did  living  eye  detcft  \ 
But  likeft  it  to  an  Hyana  was. 

That  feeds  on  womens  fleih,  as  others  feed  on  graft. 
Vol.  L  F  { 
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XXIIL 

It  forth  {he  call'd,  and  gave  it  ftrdgh^tin  charge. 
Through  thick  and  thin  her  to  purjue  apace, 
Ne  once  to  ftay  to  reft,  or  breathe  .at  large. 
Till  her  he  had  attain'd,  and  brought  in  place. 
Or  quite  devour'd  her  beauties  fcornful  grace. 
The  monfter,  fwift  as  word  that  from  her  went. 
Went  forth  in  hafte,  and  did  her  footing  trace 
So  fufe  and  fwiftly,  through  his  perfeift  fccnt. 

And  pafling  fpeed,  that  (hortly  he  her  over-hent. 

^  XXIV. 

Whom  when,  the  fearful  damzel  nigh  elpide,- 
No  need  to  bid  her  faft  away  to  flie  j 
That  ugly  fliape  fo  fore  her  terrifide, 
.That  it  Ihe  fhunM  no  lefs,  than  dread  to  die  : 
And  her  flit  palfrey  did  fo  well  apply 
His  nimble  feet  to  her  conceived  fear. 
That  Whilft  his  breath  did  ftrength  to  him  fupply. 
From  peril  free  he  her  away  did  bear :     • 

But  when  his  force  *gan  fail,  his  pace  'gan  wex  arear. 

XXV,       • 

Which  whcnas  flie  percciv'd,  (he^was  difmaid 
At  that  fame  laft  extremity  full  fore. 
And  of  her  fafety  greatly  grew  afraid  ; 
And  now  fhe  'gan  approch  to  the  fea  fliore. 
As  it  befel,  that  Ihe  could  flie  no  more. 
But  yield  her  felf  to  fpoil  of  grecdinefs. 
Lightly  Ihe  leaped,  as  a  wight  forlore, 
P>om  her  dull  horfe,  in  defperate  diftrefs. 

And  to  her  feet  betook  her  doubtful  fickernefs. 

XXVI. 

Not  half  fo  faft  the  wicked  Myrrha  fled 
From  dread  of  her  revenging  fathers  hond ; 
Nor  half  fo  faft  to  fave  her  maidenhead. 
Fled  fearful  Daphne  on  th*J?^i^j»  ftrond. 
As  Florimell  fled  from  the  monfter  yond. 
To  reach  the  fea,  ere  flie  of  him  were  raught : 
For  in  the  fea  to  drown  her  felf  flie  fond. 
Rather  than  of  the  tyrant  to  be  caught : 

Thereto  fear  gave  herwings,and  need  her  courage  taught. 
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XXVII. 

It  fortuned  (high  God  did  fo  ordain) 
As  fhe  arrived  on  the  roaring  fhorc^ 
In  mind  to  leap  into  the  mighty  main, 
A  little  boat  lay  hoving  her  before, 
Ip  which  there  flcpt  a  filher  old  and  poor. 
The  whiles  his  nets  were  drying  on  the  fand  : 
Into  the  fame  fhe  leapt,  and  with  the  oar. 
Did  thruft  the  fliallop  from  the  floating  flrand : 

So  fafety  found  at  fea,  which  fhe  found  not  at  land,.    . 

XXVIII. 

The  monfter,  ready  on  the  prey  to  feize. 
Was  of  his  forward  hope  deceived  quight  i 
Ne  durft  aflay  to  wade  the  perlous  feas. 
But  greedily  long  gajping  at  the  fight. 
At  lafl  in  vain  was  forft  to  turn  his  flight. 
And  tell  the  idle  tidings  to  his  Dame : 
Yet  to  avenge  his  divelifli  defpight. 
He  fet  upon  her  palfrey  tired  lame. 

And  flew  him  cruelly  ere  any  reflcew  came. 

XXIX. 

'And  after  having  him  embowelled. 

To  fill  his  hellifh  gorge,  it  chaunR  a  Knight 

To  pafs  that  way,  as  forth  he  travelled  ; 

It  was  a  goodly  fwain,  and  of  great  might. 

As  ever  man  that  bloody  field  did  fight  -, 

But  in  vain  fhews,  that  wont  young  Knights  bewitch^; 

And  courtly  fervices  took  no  delight. 

But  rather  joyd  to  be,  than  feemen  ilch : 

For  both  to  be  and  feem  to  him  was  labour  lich« 

XXX. 

It  was  to  weet,  the  good  Sir  Satyrane^ 

That  rang'd  abroad,  to  feek  adventures  wild. 
As  was  his  wont  in  foreft,  and  in  plain ; 
He  was  all  armM  in  rugged  flieel  unfil'd. 
As  in  the  fmoaky  forge  it  was  compil'd. 
And  in  his  fcutchin  bore  a  Satyrs  head  : 
He  coming  prefent,  where  the  monfter  vild 
Upon  that  milk-white.palfreys  carcafs  fed. 

Unto  his  refkew  ran,  and  greedily  him  fped. 
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XXXI. 

There  well  pcrcciv'd  he,  that  it  was  the  horfc. 
Whereon  fair  FJorimel  was  wont  to  ride. 
That  of  that  fiend  was  rent  without  remorfe  : 
Much  feared  he,  left  ought  did  ill  betide 
To  that  fair  maid,  the  flowre  of  womens  pride  5 
For  her  he  dearly  loved,  and  in  all 
His  famous  conquefts  highly  magnifide: 
Befides  her  golden  girdle,  which  did  fall 

From  her  in  flight  he  found,  that  did  him  fore  appall* 

XXXII. 

Full  of  fad  fear,  and  doubtful  agony. 
Fiercely  he  flew  upon  that  wicked  fiend  ; 
And  with  huge  ftrokes,  and  cruel  battery 
Him  forft  to  leave  his  prey,  for  to  attend 
Himfelf  from  deadly  danger  to  defend : 
Full  many  wounds  in  his  corrupted  fleffi 
He  did  engrave,  and  muchell  blood  did  (pend. 
Yet  might  not  do  him  die  j  but  aye  more  frefli 

And  fierce  he  ftill  appeared,  the  more  he  did  him  threih. 

XXXIIL 

He  wift  not  how  him  to  defpoil  of  life, 
Ne  how  to  win  the  wiflied  viftory, 
Sith  him  he  faw  ftill  ftronger  grow  through  ftrife. 
And  himfelf  weaker  through  infirmity  ^ 
Greatly  he  grew  enrag*d,  and  furioufly 
Hurling  his  fword  away,  he  lighdy  lept 
Upon  the  beaft,  that  with  great  cruelty 
Roared  and  raged  to  be  under*  kept : 

Yet  he  perforce  him  held,  and  ftrokes  upon  him  hept. 

XXXIV. 

As  he  that  ftrives  to  ftop  a  fuddain  flood. 
And  in  ftrong  banks  his  violence  enclofe, 
Forceth  it  fwell  above  his  wonted  mood. 
And  largely  overflow  the  fruitful  plain. 
That  all  the  country  feems  to  be  a  main. 
And  the  rich  furrows  float,  all  quite  fordone  ; 
The  woeful  hufl^andman  doth  loud  complain. 
To  fee  his  whole  years  labour  loft  fo  foon. 

For  which  to  God  he  made  fo  inany  an  idle  boon : 
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XXXV. 

So  him  he  held»  and  did  through  might  amace. 
So  long  he  held  him,  and  him  beat  fo  long. 
That  at  the  laft  his  fiercenefs  *gan  abate. 
And  meekly  ftoop  unto  the  vi£tor  ftrong : 
Who  iO  avenge  tne  implacable  wrong. 
Which  he  fuppofed  done  to  Flarimell^ 
Sought  by  all  means  his  dolour  to  prolong, 
Sith  dint  of  (leel  his  carcafs  could  not  ouell  \ 
His  maker  with  her  charms  had  framed  him  fo  well* 

XXXVI. 
The  golden  ribband,  which  that  vir^n  wore 
About  her  flender  waifte,  he  took  in  hand. 
And  with  it  bound  the  bead  that  loud  did  roro 
For  gre^c  defpight  of  that  unwonted  band. 
Yet  dared  not  his  vi£tor  to  withftand. 
But  trembled  like  a  lamb,  fled  from  the  prey. 
And  all  the  way  him  followed  on  the  ftrand, 
As  he  had  long  been  learned  to  obey ; 
Yet  never  learned  he  fuch  fervice^  till  that  day% 

XXX  VIL 
Thus  as  he  led  the  beaft  along  the  way. 
He  ^ide  far  oflf  a  mighty  Giantefs, 
Faft  flying  on  a  courfer  dapled  gray. 
From  a  bold  Knight,  that  with  great  hardinefi 
Her  hard  purfu'd,  and  fought  for  to  fupprcfs : 
She  bore  before  her  lap  a  doleful  Squire, 
Lying  athwart  her  horfe  in  great  diftrets, 
Faft  bounden  hand  and  foot  with  cords  of  wire. 
Whom  Ihe  id  mean  to  make  the  thrall  of  her  defuc. 

XXXVIII. 
Which  whenas  Saiyrane  beheld,  in  haftc 
He  left  his  captive  beaft  at  liberty. 
And  croft  the  ncareft  way,  by  which  he  caft 
Her  to  encounter  ere  fhe  paflcd  by : 
But  (he  the  way  Ihund  nathemore  forthy. 
But  forward  gallopt  faft  i  which  when  he  fpide. 
His  mighty  fpear  he  couched  warily. 
And  at  her  ran  :  fhe,  having  him  defcride. 
Her  felf  to  fight  addrcft,  and  threw  her  load  afide. 
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XXXIX. 

Like  as  a  Golhawlc,'  that  in  foot  doth  bear 
A  trembling  Gulver,  having  fpide  on  height 
An  Eagle,  that  with  plumy  wings  doth  Ihear 
The  fubtile  air,  ftooping  with  all  his  might. 
The  quarry  throws  to  ground  with  fell  de^ght^ 
And  to  the  battle  doth  her  felf  prepare : 
So  ran  the  Giantefs  unto  the  fight ; 
Her  firy  eyes  with  furious  fparks  did  ftare, 

'And  with  blafphemous  banris  high  God  in  pieces  tare. 

She  caught  in  hand  a  huge  great  iron  mace. 
Wherewith  (he  many  had  of  life  depriv*d : 
But  ere  the  ftroke  could  feize  his  aimed  place. 
His  fpear  amids  her  fun-broad  Ihield  arrived  j 
Yet  nathemore  the  fteel  afundcr  riv'd, 
AH  were  the  beam  in  bignefs  like  a  maft, 
Ne  her  out  of  the  ftedfaft  faddle  driv'd. 
But  glancing  on  the  tempred  metal,  braft 
In  thoufand  ihivers,  and  fo  forth  befide  her  pafl:, 

XLL 
Her  fteed  did  ftaggcr  with  that  puiffant  ftroke; 
But  Ihe  no  more  was  moved  with  that  might. 
Than  it  had  lighted  on  an  aged  Okc ; 
Or  on  the  marble  pillour,  that  is  pight 
Upon  the  top  of  mount  Olympus  hight. 
For  the  brave  youthly  champions  to  aflay. 
With  burning  charet  wheels  it  nigh  to  fmight : 
But  who  that  fmites  it,  marrs  his  joyous  play, 
And  is  the  fpcdaclc  of  ruinous  decay. 

XLII, 
Yet  therewith  fore  enrag'd,  with  ftern  regard 
Her  dreadful  weapon  (he  to  him  addreft. 
Which  on  his  helmet  martelled  U^  hard. 
That  made  him  low  incline  his  lofty  crcft. 
And  bow'd  his  battrcd  vifour  to  his  breaft : 
Wherewith  he  was  fo  ftun'd,  that  he  n'ote  ridc^ 
But  reeled  to  and  fro  from  eaft  to  weft : 
Which  when  his  cruel  enemy  efpide. 
She  lightly  unto  him  adjoined  fide  to  fido  \ 
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XLIIT. 
Aiid'Op  hisvobliar  l^ng  puifiant  hand, 

Out  of  his  wavering  fea«i  him  pliickt  perforce. 
Perforce  him  plucld)  iandble  to  withftand, 
Or*help  Himfelf  J  and  Jaying  thwart  her  horfe. 
In  \omi\yi  wile  llke^  m  a .  Carrion  corfe. 
She  bore  him  faft  way.    Which  when  the  Knight 
That  her^purfued  faw,  with  great  remorfe 
He  near  wsls  touched  in  his  noble  fpright. 
And  'gdn  ihcrekfe  his  fpeed,  as  ihe  increaft  her  flight.    ' 

XLIV. 
Whom  whenas  nigh  approching  fhe  efpide^ 
She  thneiaraway  her  burden  angrily; 
For  (he  lifl[  not  the  battle  to  abide, 
But  made"  her  felf  more  light  away  to  fly : 
Yethcr  ihe  hardy  Knight  purfuM  fo  nigh. 
That  alinofl:  in  the  back  he  oft  her  ftrake : 
But  ftill  when  him  at  hand  (he  did  efpy. 
She  turn'd,  and  femblance  of  fair  fight  did  make ; 
But  when  he  ftaid,  to  flight  again  fhe  did  her  take.      ^ 

XLV. 
By  this  the  good  Sir  Saiyrane  *gan  Vake 

Out  of  his  dream,  that  did  him  long  entrance; 
And  feeing  hone  in  place,  he  *gan  to  make 
Exceeding  mone,  and  curfk  that  cruel  chance. 
Which  reft  him  from  fo  ftir  a  chevifance  :  • 
At  length  he  fpide,  whereas  that  woeful  Squire,    v 
Whom  he  had  reskewed  from  captivance 
Of  his  flrong  foe,  lay  tumbled  in  the  mire. 
Unable  to  arife,  or  foot  or  hand  to  ftirc. 

XLVL 
To  whom  approching,  well  he  mote  perceive 
In  that  foul  plight  a  comely  perfonage. 
And  lovely  face*  (made  fit  for  to  deceive 
Frail  Ladies  heart  with  loves  confuming  rage) 
Now  in  the  bloiTom  of  his  frcfheft  age : 
He  rear'd  him  up,  and  loos'd  his*  iron  bands. 
And  after  *gan  enquire  his  parentage. 
And  how  he  fell  into  that  Giants  hands. 
And  who  that  was.  Which  chafed  her  along  the  lands*  - 
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XLVIk 

Then  trembling  yit  through  fear,  the  Scjuiie  bb%abe  %' 
That  Qianteis  Jrganie  is  behight» 
A  daughter  of  the  Titans  which  did  make 
War  againft  heaven^  and  heaped  hills  on  he«ht» 
To  fcale  the  flqes,  and  put  Jwt  from  his  r^^ : 
Her  fire  Typbaus  was,  who  (mad  through  mirth* 
And  drunk  with  blood  of  men,  (lain  by  his  oi^^) 
Through  inceft^  her  of  his  own  mother  Earth 

Wbibme  begot»  being  but  half  twin  of  that  birth* 

XLVIIL  ^ 

For  at  that  birth  another  babe  (he  bore. 

To  weet,  the  m^ty  OUypbant^  that  wraught 
Great  wreak  to  tpany  errant  Knights  of  yore,     . 
And  many  hath  to  foul  confufion  broi^ght, 
Thefe  twips,  men  fay  (a  thing  far  pa^g  thought) 
Whiles  in  their  mothers  womb  enclosed  they  were. 
Ere  they  into  the  lightfome  world  were  brought. 
In  flefhly  luft  were  mingled  both  yfere,  . 

And  in  that  monitrous.wife  did  to  the  world  appear. 

XLIX. 

So  liv*d  they  ever  after  in  like  fin, 
'Ga}nft  natures  law,  and  good  behaviour : 
But  greateft  (hame  was  to  that  maiden  twin» 
Who  not  content  fo  foully  to  devour 
Her  native  flelh,  and  ftain  her  brothers  bowrei 
Did  wallow  in  all  other  Sefhiy  mire. 
And  fufFred  beads  her  body  to  deflowre  i 
So  hot  (he  burned  in  that  luftful  fire ; 

Yet  all  that  might  not  flake  her  fenfual  defire. 

But  over  all  the  country  (he  did  range. 

To  feek  young  men,  to  quench  her  flaming  thiri^ 
And  feed  her  fancy  with  delightful  change ; 
Whomfo  (he  fittcli  finds  to  ferve  her  luft. 
Through  her  main  ftrength,inwhich  (he  mod  doditroft. 
She  with  her  brings  into  a  fecret  Ifle, 
Where  in  eternal  bondage  die  he  muft^ 
Or  be  the  vaflfal  of  her  pleafures  vile. 

And  in  all  fhameful  fort  lumfelf  with  her  defile*. 
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hi: 

i     Me  feely  wretch  (he  fd  at  rantage  c&u^t. 
After  flie  lohg  in  wait  for  me  did  lie. 
And  meant  unto  her  prifim  to  have  brought^ 
Her  loatbfome  j^eafure  there  to  fati$fie ; 
That  thoufand  deaths  me  liefer  were  to  die. 
Than  break  the  vow,  that  to  fair  Celumbell 
I  (rfifihted  have,  and  yet  keep  ftedfaftly :  > 

As  for  my  name»  it  n^b'eth  not  to  tell ; 
Call  me  the  S§m€  if  Dames^  that  me  befeemeth  well. 

LIL 
But  that  bold  Knig^,  ^hom  ye  ptirfuing  fiiw 
That  Giantds,  is  not  fuch,  as  fhe  feem*d» 
But  a  f^  virgin,  that  in  martial  law. 
And  deeds  of  arms  above  all  Dames  is  deemM, 
And  4ibove  many  Kstghts  is  eke  efteem'd. 
For  her  great  worth  i  SbcJ^alladine  is  hight: 
Shje^  you  from  death,  you  me  from  dread  redeemed* 
Ne  any  may  that  monfter  match  in  fight. 
But  S^e,  or  fuch  as  flie,  that  is  fo  chafte  a  wight. 

LIII. 
Her  well  befeems  that  queft,  quoth  Satyr  am: 
But  read,  thou  Squire  ef  DameSj  what  vow  is  this« 
Which  thou  upon  thyfelf  haft  lately  u'en  ? 
That  Ihali  I  you  recount  (qiioth  he)  ywis. 
So  be  ye  pleased  to  pardon  all  amifs. 
That  gentle  Lady,  vrhom  I  love  and  ferve. 
After  long  fuit  and  weary  lervices. 
Did  ask  me,  how  I  could  her  love  deferve. 
And  how  fhe  might  be  fure,  that  I  would  never  fwerve. 

LIV. 
I  glad  by  any  means  her  grace  to  gain. 

Bade  her  command  my  life  to  fave,  or  fpill : 
Eftfoons  (he  bade  me  with  incefTant  pain. 
To  wander  through  the  world  abroad  at  will. 
And  every  where,  where  with  my  powre  or  fkill 
I  might  do  fervice  unto  gentle  Dames, 
That  I  the  fame  fhould  faithfully  fulfill. 
And  atthe  twelve  months  end  fhould  bring  their/iamcs 
And  pledges-^  m  the  fpoils  of  my  vidorious  games. 


45«^  THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.    Book  III 

LV. 

So  well  I  to  fair  Ladies  fervice  did, 
And  found  fuch  favour  in  their  lovjog  hearts. 
That  ere  the  year  his  courfe  had  dotnpailed. 
Three  hundred  pledges  for  my  good  defarts. 
And  thrjkre  three  hundred  thanks  for  my  good  parts 
I  with  me  brought,  and  did  to  her  prefent : 
Which  when  (he  faw,  more  bent  to  eke  my  fmarts. 
Than  to  reward  my  trufly .  true  intent, 

She  'gah  for  me  devife  a  grievous  punifhoient  i 

LVL 

To  weet^  that  I  my  travel  fhould  re&me. 
And  wkh  like  labour  walk  the  world  around, 
Ne  ever  to  her  prefence  fhould  prefume. 
Till  I  fo  many  other  Dames  had  found. 
The  which,  for  all  thefuiti  could  propound. 
Would  me  refufe  their  pledges  to  afford. 
And  did  abide  for  ever  chaite  and  found; 
Ah  gentle  Squire,  quoth  he,  tell  at:  a  word. 

How  many  found*ft  thou  fuch  tQ  putinthy  record  ? 

LVII. 

Indeed  Sir  Knight,  faid  he,  one  word  may  tell 
AH  that  I  ever  found  fo  wifely  flayd ;    . 
For  only  three  they  were  difpos*d  fo  Well : 
And  yet  three  years  I  now.  abroad  have  flrayd. 
To  find  them  out.    Mote  I  (then*  laughing  faid 
The  Knight  (inquire  of  thee^  what  were  thofe  three. 
The  which  thy  proffred  courtefie  denay'd  ? 
Or  ill  they  feemed  fure  aviz'd  to  be,   . 

Or  brutifhly  brought  up,  that  nc*cr.did  falhions  fec# 

LVIII. 

The  firft  which  then  refufed  me,  faid  he, 
Certes:was  but  a  common  courtifane. 
Yet  flat  refus*d  to  have  a-do  with  me, 
Becaufe  I  could  not  give  her  many  a  jane; 
(Thereat  full  heartily  laught  Satyrane) 
The  fecond  was  an  holy  Nun  to  chofe. 
Which  would  not  let  me  be  her  chapellane, 
Becaufe  fhe  knew,  fhe  faid,  I  would  difclofe 

Her  counfel,  if  fhe  fhould  her  trufl  in  me  repdc. 
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LXIX. 

The  third  a  damzel  was  of  low  degree. 

Whom  I  in  country  cottage  found  by  chance  j 
Full  little  weened  I,  that  chaftity 
Had  lodging  in  fo  mean  a  maintenance: 
Yet  was  fhe  fair,  and  in  her  countenance 
Dwelt  fimple  truth  in  feemly^  fafhion. 
Long  thus  I  wooed  her  with  due  obfervancc. 
In  hope  unto  my  pleafure  to  have  won ; 

But  was  as  far  at  laff,  as  when  I  firft  begun, 

LX- 

Save  her,  I  never  any  woman  found. 
That  chaftity  did  for  it  felf  embrace. 
But  were  for  other  caufes  firm  and  found ; 
Either  for  want  of  handfome  time  and  place. 
Or  elfe  for  fear  of  Ihame  and  /oul  difgrace. 
Thus  am  I  hopelefs  ever  to  attain 
My  Ladies  love  in  fuch  a  defperate  cafe. 
But  all  my  days  am  like  to  wafte  in  vain. 

Seeking  to  match  the  chafte  with  th'unchafte  Ladies  train* 

LXL 

Perdy,  faid  Satyrane^  thou  Squire  of  Damesj 
Great  labour  fondly  haft  thou  hent  in  hand. 
To  get  fmall  thanks,  and  therewith  many  blarney. 
That  nfay  among  Alcides  labours  ftand. 
Thence  back  returning  to  the  former  land. 
Where  late  he  left  the  beaft  he  overcame. 
He  found  him  not  •,  for  he  had  broke  his  band. 
And  was  return*d  again  unto  his  Dame, 

To  tell  what  tidings  of  fair  Florimcll  became. 


fr 
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CANTO    VIIL 

The  IVitcb  anates  a  fnwf  Ladf^ 

Like  to  Florimell, 
Who  wrong* d  by  Carle,  hy  Proteus  faifd^ 

b  Sought  hy  ParidelL 

L 

SO  ofc  as  I  this  hiftory record. 
My  heart  doth  melt  with  meer  coxnpaflioD, 
To  think  how  caufelefs  of  her  own  accord 
This  gentle  damzel  whom  I  write  upon^ 
Should  plunged  be  in  fuch  affliftion. 
Without  all  hope  of  comfort  or  refief. 
That  fure  I  ween,  the  hardeft^ieart  of  ftone, 
Wotild  hardly  find  to  aggravate  her  grief; 
For  mifery  craves  rather  mercy,  than  repricf. 

But  that  accurfed  Hag,  her  hoftefs  late. 
Had  fb  enrankled  her  malicious  heart. 
That  (he  defir'd  th'abridgment  of  her  fate » 
Or  long  enlargement  of  her  painful  fmart. 
Now  when  the  beaft,  which  by  her  wicked  art 
Late  forth  fhe  fent,  fhe  back  returning  fpide. 
Tide  with  her  golden  girdle ;  it,  a  part 
Of  her  rich  fpoils,  whom  he  had  earft  deftroyd. 

She  weend,  and  wondrous  gladnefs  to  her  heart  applide. 

III. 

iAnd  with  it  running  haft*ly  to  her  fon. 

Thought  with  that  fight  him  much  to  have  relieved ; 
Who  ^thereby  deeming  fure  the  thing  as  done. 
His  former  grief  with  fury  frcfli  rcvi v*d 
Much  more  than  earft,  and  would  have  algates  riv'd 
The  heart  out  of  bis  breaft  :  for  fith  her  dead 
He  furely  dempt,  himfelf  he  thought  deprived 
Quite  of  all  hope,  wherewith  he  long  had  fed 

His  foolifh  malady,  and  long  time  had  mifled. 


I     CanloVIIL  THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.       461 

IV. 

With  diou^t  thereof,  exceeding  mad  he  grcv» 
And  in  bis  rage  his  mother  would  have  flain^ 
Had  (he  not  fled  into  a  fecrct  mew. 
Where  (he  was  wont  her  fprights  to  entertain 
The  mafters  of  her  art :  there  was  fhc  fein 
To  call  them  aU  in  order  10  her  ayd. 
And  them  conjure  upon  eternal  pain. 
To  counfel  her  fo  carefully  difmayd. 

How  (he  might  heal  her  fon,  whofe  fenfes  weredecayd. 

V. 

By  their  advice,  and  her  own  wicked  wit. 
She  there  deviz'd  a  wondrous  work  to  frame, 
WTiofe  like  on  earth  was  never  framed  yet. 
That  even  nature  felf  envide  the  fame. 
And  grudg'd  to  fee  the  counterfeit  (hould  fhame 
The  thing  it  felf.    In  hand  (he  boldly  took 
To  make  another  like  the  former  Dame, 
Another  Flmmellj  in  (hape  and  look 

So  lively  and  fo  like,  that  many  it  miftook. 

The  fubftance,  whereof  (he  the  body  made. 

Was  pureft  fnow  in  ma(ne  mould  congeafd,         • 

Whicn  (he  had  gathered  in  a  (hady  glad(^ 

Of  the  Ripbaan  hills,  to  her  rcveal'd 

By  errant  fprights,  but  from  all  men  concealed  : 

The  fame  (he  tempred  with  fine  mercurv. 

And  virgin  wax,  that  never  yet  Was  fcard. 

And  mingled  them  with  perfeft  vermily. 

That  like  a  Hvcly  (anguine  it  fecm*d  to  the  eye. 

VIL 

Inftead  of  eves,  two  burning  lamps  (he  fet 
In  filver  (ockets,  (hining  like  the  (kies. 
And  a  quick  moving  fpirit  did  arret 
Toftir  and  roll  them,  like  to  womans  eyes: 
Inftedd  of  yellow  locks  (he  did  devife. 
With  gol4en  wire  to  weave  her  curled  head ; 
Yet  golden  wire  was  not  fo  yellow  thrice 
As  Florimells  fair  hair :  and  in  the  (lead 

Of  life,  (h9  put  a  Spright  to  rule  thecarcafs  dead ; 


•  «• 
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VIIL 
A  wicked  Spright  yfraught  with  fawning  guile. 

And  fair  refemblancc  above  all  the  reft. 

Which  with  the  Prince  of  darknefs  fell  fomewhilc. 

From  heavens  blifs  and  everlafting  reft ; 

Him  needed  not  inftruft,  which  way  were  beft 

Himfelf  to  faftiion  likeft  FlorimeU^ 

Ne  how  to  fpeak,  ne  how  to  ufe  his  geft : 

For  he  in  counterfeifance  did  excel; 
And  all  the  wiles  of  womens  wits  knew  pafling  well. 

IX. 
Him  fhaped  thus  flie  deckt  in  garments  gay. 

Which  Fhrimell  had  left  behind  her  late. 

That  whofo  then  her  faw,  would  furely  fay. 

It  was  her  felf,  whom  it  did  imitate, 

Qc  fairer  than  her  felf,  if  ought  algate. 

Might  fairer  be.     And  then  fhe  forth  her  brought 

Unto  her  Ton,  that  lay  in  feeble  ftate ; 

Who  feeing  her  'gan  ftraight  upftart,  and  thought 
She  was  the  Lady  felf,  whom  he  fo  long  had  fought. 

X.  ^ 

Tho  faft  her  clipping  'twixt  his  armes  twain, 

E^treamly  joyed  in  fo  happy  fight, 

And  foon  forgot  his  former  fickly  pain ; 

But  fhe,  the  more  to  feem  fuch  as  fhe  hight. 

Coyly  rebutted  his  embracement  light ; 

Yet  ftill  with  gentle  countenance  retained. 

Enough  to  hold  a  fool  in  vain  delight : 

Him  long  (he  fo  with  fhadows  entertain'd. 
As  her  creatrcis  bad  in  charge  to  her  ordain*(L 

XL 
Till  on  a  day,  as  he  difpofed  was 

To  walk  the  woods  with  that  his  Idol  fair. 

Her  to  difport,  and  idle  time  to  pafs. 

In  th'open  frefhnefs  of  the  gentle  air, 

A  Knight  that  way  there  chanced  to  repair ; 

Yet  Knight  he  was  not,  but  a  boaftful  fwain. 

That  deeds  of  arms  had  ever  in  dcfpoir, 

Proud  Braggadocbidy  that  in  vaunting  vain 
His  glory  did  repofe,  and  credit  did  maintain. ' 
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XII. 

He  feeing  vnth  that  Chorle  fo  fair  a  wight. 
Decked  with  many  a  coftly  ornament, 
Much  mervciled  thereat,  as  well  he  might. 
And  thought  that  match  a  foul  difparagement ; 
His  bloody  fpear  eftfoons  he  boldly  bent 
Againft  the  filly  clown,  who  dead  through  fear. 
Fell  (Iraight  to  ground  in  great  aftonifhment. 
Villain,  faid  he,  this  Lady  is  my  dear ; 

Dye,  if  thou  it  gainfay  :  I  will  away  her  bear. 

XIII. 

The  fearful  Chorle  durft  not  gainfay,  nor  do,  • 
But  trembling  flood,  and  yielded  him  the  prey; 
Who  finding  little  Icifure  her  to  wooe. 
On  "Tromparts  fteed  her  mounted  without  ftay. 
And  without  relkew  led  her  quite  away. 
Proud  man  himfelf  then  Braggadocbio  deem'd. 
And  next  to  none,  after  that  happy  day. 
Being  poffeffed  of  that  fpoil,  which  feem*d 

The  faireft  wight  on  ground,  and  moA  of  men  eileem'd, 

XIV. 

But  when  he  faw  himfelf  free  from  purfutc. 
He  'gan  make  gentle  purpofe  to  his  Dame, 
With  terms  of  love  and  lewdnefs  diflblute  ; 
For  he  could  well  his  glozing  fpeeches  frame 
To  fuch  vain  ufes,  that  him  bed  became : 
But  fhe  thereto  would  lend  but  iight  regard ; 
As  feemirig  forry  that  Ihe  ever  came 
Into  his  powre,  that  ufed  her  fo  hard. 

To  reave  her  honour,  which  Ihc  more  than  life  prefard.  * 

XV. 

Thus  as  they  two  of  kindnefs  treated  long. 
There  them  by  chance  encountred  on  the  way 
An  armed  Knight,  upon  a  courfer  ftrong, 
Whofe  trampling  feet  upon  the  hollow  lay 
Seemed  to  thunder,  and  did  nigh  affray 
That  capons  courage  :  yet  he  looked  grim. 
And  feign'd  to  chear  his  Lady  in  difmay  ; 
Who  feem'd  for  fear  to  quake  in  every  limb, . 

And  her  to  favc  from  outrage,  meekly  prayed  him. 
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XVL 

Fiercely  that  ftrangcr  forward  came,  and  nigh 
Approcbing,  with  bold  words,  and  bitter  threat^ 
Bade  that  fame  boafter,  at  he  mote,  on  high 
To  leave  to  him  that  Lady  for  escheat. 
Or  bide  htm  ba^le  without  further  treat« 
That  chsdienge  did  too  peremptory  (eem. 
And  ftU- d  his  fenfes  with  abafhment  great ; 
Yet  feeing  nigh  him  jeopardy  extream. 
He  it  diflembled  well,  and  light  feemM  to  efteem ; 

XVIL 
Saying,  thou  foolifli  Knight,  diat  ween^il  with  words 
To  fteal  away  that  I  wUh  Mows  have  won. 
And  brought  throu^  points  of  many  perilous  {words: 
But  if  thee  lift  to  fee  thy  couHer  run. 
Or  prove  thy  fdf,  this  fad  encounter  fhun. 
And  feek  elfe  without  hazard  of  thy  head. 
At  thofe  proud  words  that  other  Knight  begun 
To  wex  exceeding  wroch,  and  him  aread* 
To  turn  his  fteed  about,  or  fure  he  fliould  be  dead. 

XVIIL 
Sich  then,  faid  Bn^aiocbioj  needs  thou  wilt 
Thy  days  abridge,  through  proof  of  puiflance. 
Turn  we  our  fteeds,  that  both  in  equal  tilt  ' 

May  meet  again,  and  each  take  happy  chance. 
Thia  faid,  they  both  a  furlongs  mountenance 
RetirVl  their  (fa^eds,  to  run  in  even  race : 
But  Braggadocbio  with  his  bloody  lan<% 
Once  having  tum'd,  ,no  more  returned  his  face. 
But  left  his  Lore  to  loi^,  and  fled  himfelf  apace. 

XIX. 
The  Knight  him  feeing  fly,  ITad  no  regard 
Him  to  purfue,  but  to  the  Lady  rode ; 
And  having  her  from  Trompart  lightly  reard. 
Upon  his  courfer  fet  the  lovely  lode. 
And  with  her  fled  away  without  abode. 
Well  weened  he,  that  fureft  Ficrimdl 
It  was,  with  whom  in  company  he  yode. 
And  fo  her  felf  did  al wavs  to  him  tell ; 
So  made  faim  think  himfclf4n  hoaven,  that  was  in  hdl. 
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But  FkrimeU  he)r  fclf  wt&  fiir  awd/^ 
Driven  to  great  diftrefs  by  fortune  ftruig^^ 
And  taught  the  careful  mariner  to  playf 
Sith'late  mifcbaunce  had  her  compelVl  tp  change  ' 
The  land. for  fea,  at  randonfi  there  tb  range  1  ' 
Yet  there  that  cruel  Queen  aTengerefs,     ' 
Not  fatisfide  fo  far  her  to  cftrange 
From  courtly  blifs  and  wonted  hap|iinet8^ 

Did.heap  on  her  new  wares  of  weary  wretchednefsi 

XXL 

For  being  fled  into  thi  fifliers  boat)   / 
For  refuge  from  the  monfters  cruelty^ 
,  Long  foQie  on  the  mighty  main  did  float. 
And  with  the  tide  drove  forward  eareleflys 
For  th'air  was  m}Id»  and  cleared  was  the  Skyi 
And  all  his  winds  Pm  JRolus  did  keep, 
Ft9fp;  (lirring  up  their  fliormy  enmity. 
As  pitying  to  fee  Kek*  wail  and  weep ) 

But  all  the  while  the  fi(her  did  fecurely  fleep, 

XXIL 

At  laft  when  ^drunk  with  drouflnds^  he  woke^ 
And  faw  his  drover  drive  along  the  fl:rcam. 
He  was  difmayd^  aad  tKrice  his  breaft  he  ftroktf^ 
For  parveU  of  that  accident  extream ; 
But  when  he  faw  that  blading  beauties  beam. 
Which  with  rare  light  his  bo&t  did  beautifie. 
He  marveil'd  more,  and  thought  he  yet  did  dreanl 
Not  well  awakt,  or  that  fome  extaiie 

Aflbcced  had  his  (^nfe^  or  dazed  was  his  eye* 

XXIIL 

But  when  her  well  ayizingf*  he  pereeiv'd 
To  be  no  vifioa,  nor  fantaftifk  Gghc» 
Great  comfort  of  her  prefence  he  conceivM^ 
And  felt  in  his  old  courage  new  delight 
To  'gin  awake,  and  ftir  his  frozen  fpright  f 
T1|0  rudely  aflct  her^  how  ihe  thither  camei 
Ah,  faid  fhe,  father,  I  n'ote  read  aright. 
What  hard  misforcuntf  brought  mi  to  this  famtf  i 

Vet  am  I  glad  that  here  I  npw  in  fafety  am4 
Vol.  L  C  8 


'\ 
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XXIV. 

But  thou  good  man  fith  far  in  fea  we  be. 
And  the  great  waters  'gin  apace  to  fwell. 
That  now  po  more  we  can  the  main-land  fee» 
Have  care,  I  pray,  to  guide  the  cock-boat  well. 
Left  worfe  onica  than  us  on  land  befell* 
Thereat  th'old  man  did  nought  but  fondly  grin. 
And  faid,  his  boat  the  way  could  wifely  tell : 
But  his  deceiptful  eyes  did  never  lin 

To  look  on  her  fair  face,  and  mark  her  ihowy  |kia. 

XXV. 

The  fight  whereof,  in  his  congealed  flefli, 
Infixt  fuch  fecrst  fting  of  greedy  luft^ 
That  the  dry  withered  ftock  it  'gan  refrefli. 
And  kindled  heat,  that  fbon  in  flame  forth  bruft : 
The  dried  wood  is  foonefi  burnt  to  duft. 
Rudely  to  her  he  kapt,  and  his  rough  hond 
Whefe  ill  bepune  him,  raflily  would  have  thruft: 
But  fhe  with  angty  fcom  hitn  did  withftond. 

And  fhamefuUy  reproved  for  his  rudenefs  fond. 

XXVL 

But  he  that  never  good  nor  manners  knew. 
Her  fharp  cebukc  full  little  did  efteem  ; 
Hard  is  to  teach  an  old  horfo  «mble  true. 
The  inward  fmoke,  that  did  before  but  fteam^ 
Broke  into  open  fire  and  rage  extream. 
And  now  he  ftrength  'gan  add  unto  his  will, 
Forfmg  to  do  that  did  him  foul  mifleem : 
Beailly  he  threw  her  down,  ne  car'd  to  fp'ill 

Her  garments  gay  with  fcales  of  fUh^  that  all  did  filL 

XXVII. 

The  filly  virgin  ftrove  him  to  withftand. 
All  that  fhe  might,  and  him  in  vain  revil'd  : 
She  ftrugled  ftrongly  both  with  foot  and  hand. 
To  fave  h?r  honour  from  the  villain  vUd, 
And  cry*d  to  heaven,  from  human  helpexil'd^ 
O  ye  brave  Knights,  that  boaft  this  Ladies  love. 
Where  be  ye  now,  when  fhe  is  nigh  defil'd 
Of  iiJthy  wretch  ?  well  may  Ihe  you  reprove 

Of  falflxood,  or  of  fk>th,  when  moil  it  may  behove^ 
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XXVIII. 

But  if  that  tbou.  Sir  Satyrane\  didft  weet» 
Or  thou,  Sir  Peridurcy  her  forry  ftatc> 
How  foon  would  ye  aiOibmble  many  a  fleet 
To  fetch  from  fea,  that  ye  at  land  loft  late  ? 
Towres,  cities,  kingdoms  ye  would  ruinate^ 
In  your  avengement  and  difpiteous  rage^ 
Ne  ought  your  burning  fury  mote  abate  \ 
But  if  Sir  CaliJof^i  could  it  prefage, 

No  living  creature  could  his  cruelty  ailbage; 

XXIX* 

But  &h  that  none  of  all  her  Knights  is  nigh^ 
Sec  how  the  heavens  of  voluntary  grace. 
And  foveraine  favour  towards  chaftity. 
Do  fuccour  fend  to  her  diftreOcd  cafe : 
So  much  high  God  doth  innocence  embrace; 
It  fortuned,  whilft  thus  fhe  fl:i%  ftrove. 
And  the  wide  fea  importuned  long  fpace 
With  fhrilling  fliricks,  Proteus  abroad  did  rove> 

Along  the  foamy  waves  driving  his  finny  drove. 

Proteus  is  fhepherd  of  the  feas  of  yore* 
And  hath  the  charge  ofNefttmes  mighty  herd  j 
An  aged  fire  with  head  all  frowy  here. 
And  iprinkled  froft  upon  his  dewv  beard  : 
Who  when  thofe  pititul  outcries  ne  heard 
Through  all  the  feas  fo  ruefully  refbund, 
His  charct  fwift  in  hafte  he  thither  fteard  ; 
Which,  with  a  team  of  fcaly  Phocas  bound, 

Was  drawn  upon  the  waves,  that  foamed  him  aroundj 

XXXI. 

And  coming  to  that  fifhers  wandring  boat. 
That  went  at  will  withouten  card  or  fail. 
He  therein  faw  chat  irkfome  fight,  which  fmotQ 
Deep  indignation  and  con^afiion  frail 
Into  his  heart  attonce  :  flreight  did  he  hail 
The  greedy  villain  from  his  hoped  prey,    * 
Of  which  he  now  did  very  little  fail, 
And  with  his  ftafFtbat  drives  his  herd  aftray,    * 

Him  beat  fo  fore,  that  life  and  fenfe  did  much  difmayj 

Gg  a 
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XXXII. 

The  whiles  the  pidous  Lady  up  did  rifti^ 
Ruffled  and  tou\y  rayd  with  filthy  foil, 
And  blubbred  face  with  tears  of  her  fair  eyes  z 
Her  heart  Digh  broken  was  with  weary  toil 
To  fave  her  feif  from  that  outrageous  fpoif : 
But  when  (he  looked  up,  to  weet  what  wight 
Had  her  from  fo  irrfaaious  fad  aflbird. 
For  fliame,  but  more  for  fear  of  his  grin>  figHt, 

Down  in  her  lap  flie  laid  her  face,  and  loudly  fhrigbt< 

XXXIII. 

Herfclf  not  faved  yet  from  danger  dred 
She  thought,  but  changM  from  one  to  other  f?af ; 
Like  as  a  fearful  Partridge,  that  is  fled 
From  the  fharp  Hawk,  which  her  attached  near^ 
And  falls  to  ground,  to  feek  for  fuccour  there» 
Whereas  the  hungry  Spaniels  fhe  does  fpy» 
With  greedy  jaws  her  ready  for  ,to  tear  j 
In  fuch  diftrefs  and  fad- perplexity 

Vf 2i%  Florimell^  vfhen  Proteus  fhe  did  fee  thereby. 

XXXIV. 

But  he  endeavoured  with  fpeeches  mildj 
Her  to  rccomfort,  and  accourage  bold, 
Bicfding  her  fear  no  more  her  foeman  vildc, 
Nor  doubt  himfelf  •,  and  who  he  was^  her  cold. 
Yet  all  that  could  ;iot  from  affright  her  hold« 
Ne  to  recomfort  her  at  all  prcvaii'd  ^ 
For  her  faint  heart  was  with  the  frozen  cold 
Benumbed  fo  inly,  that  her  wits  nigh  fail'd^ 

And  all  her  fenfes  with  abafhment  quite  were  qaird. 

XXXV, 

Her  up  betwixt  his  ri^ed  hands  he  rcarM, 
And  with  his  frorylips  full  foftly  kift. 
Whiles  the  cold  ificles  from  his  rough  beard 
Dropped  adown  upon  her  ivorv  bread : 
Yet  he  himfelf  fo  bufily  addreft. 
That  her  out  of  aftonilhment  he  wrought^ 
And  out  of  that  fame  filhcrs  filthy  neft 
Removing  her,  into  his  charet  brought, 

l&nd  there  with  many  gentle  terms  her  fair  befought 
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XXXVI. 

But  that  old  leachour,  which  with  bold  afTault 
That  beauty  durft  prefume  to  violate. 
He  caft  to  puniih  for  his  heinous  fault ; 
Then  took  he  him  yet  trembling  fith  of  late, 
And  ty'd  behind  his  charet,  to  aggrate 
The  virgin,  whom  he  had  abus'd  fo  fore : 
So  drag*d  him  through  the  waves  in  fcornful  ftate^ 
And  after  caft  him  up  upon  the  Ihore  ; 

But  FhrimeU  with  him  unto  his  bowre  he  bore. 

XXXVII. 

His  bowre  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  main^ 
Under  a  mighty  rock,  'gainft  which  do  rave 
The  roaring  billows  in  their  proud  difdain ; 
That  with  the  angry  working  of  the  wave. 
Therein  is  eaten  out  an  hoHow  cave, 
That  feems  rough  mafons  hand  with  engins  keen 
Had  long  while  laboured  it  to  engrave : 
There  was  his  wonne,  ne  living  wight  was  feen/ 

Save  one  old  Nymph,  hight  PanopCy  to  keep  it  clean. 

XXXVIII. 

Thither  he  brought  thcforry  Flmmell^ 
And  entertained  her  the  beft  he  might  \ 
And  Panope  her  entertainM  eke  well. 
As  an  immortal  mote  a  mortal  wight. 
To  win  her  liking  unto  his  delight ; 
With  flattring  words  he  fweetly  wooed  her, 
And  offered  fair  gifts  t'allure  her  fight : 
But  Ihe  both  offers  and  the  offerer 

Dcfpis*d,  and  all  the  fawnirig  of  the  flatterer. 

XXXIX. 

Daily  he  tempted  her  with  this.or  that. 
And  never  fuffVed  her  to  be  at  reft  : 
But  evermore  (he  him  refufed  flat, 
And  all  his  feigned  kindnefs  did  deteft ; 
So  firmly  fhe  had  fealed  up  her  breaft. 
Sometimes  he  boafted,  that  a  God  he  hight; 
But  fhe  a  mortal  creature  loved  beft : 
Then  he  would  make  himfclf  a  mortal  wight ; 

^ut  then  fhe  (aid  fhe  lov'd  none  but  a  Fairy  Knight. 

G  g  3 
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XL. 

Then  like  a  Fairy  Knight  bimfdf  he  drcft ; 
For  ev<rry  fhape  on  him  he  could  endue : 
Then  like  a  King  he  was  to  her  expreft. 
And  ofFred  kingdoms  unto  her  ia  view. 
To  be  his  Leman  and  his  Lady  true : 
But  when  all  this  he  nothing  Taw  prevail^ 
With  harder  means  he  caft  her  to  iubduc. 
And  with  fbarp  threats  her  often  did  alTail, 

So  thinking  for  to  make  her  (lubbom  cooranquaiK 

XLL 

To  dreadful  (hapes  he  did  himfelf  transform. 
Now  like  a  Giant,  now  like  to  a  Fiend, 
Then  like  a  Centaur,  then  like  to  a  ftorm, 
Kaging  within  the  waves :  thereby  he  weend 
Her  will  to  win  unto  his  wifhed  end. 
But  when  with  fear,  nor  favour,  nor  with  all 
He  elfe  could  do,  he  faw  himfelf  efteem'd, 
Down  in  a  dungeon  deep  he  let  her  fall. 

And  threatned  there  to  make  her  his  eternal  thrall, 

XLII. 

Eternal  thraldom  was  to  her  more  lief. 
Than  lofs  of  chaftity,  or  change  of  Love  : 
Dye  had  ihe  rather  in  tormenting  grief. 
Than  any  ihould  of  falfenefs  her  reprove. 
Or  loofenefs,  thac  ihe  lightly  did  remove.  ! 
Mod  virtuous  virgin,  glory  be  thy  meed. 
And  crown  of  heavenly  praife  with  faints  above, 
"Where  moft  fweet  hymns  of  this  thy  famous  deed 

Are  ftiU  emongft  them  fung,  that  far  my  rhimes  exceed. 

XLIIL 

Fit  fong,  of  Angels  caroled  to  be  i 
But  yet  what  u)  my  feeble  mufe  can  frame. 
Shall  be  t*advance  thy  goodly  chaftity^ 
And  to  enroll  thy  memorable  name,  ' 
In  th'heart  of  every  honourable  Dame, 
That  they  thy  vertuous  deeds  may  imitate. 
And  be  partakers  of  thy  endlcfs  fame. 
It  irkes  me  leave  thee  in  this  woeful  ftate. 

To  tell  of  Satyram^  where  I  him  left  of  late : 
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XLIV. 

Who  ha¥iii|g  eilded  with  that  Sqmn  $f  DamSt 
A  long  difcourfe  of  her  adventures  yain. 
The  wbkh  hiin£slf»  than  Ladies  more  defames. 
And  finding  not  th'  Hf^na  to  be  (Iain, 
With  that  fame  Sqmre^  returned  back  again 
To  his  firft  way.    And  as  they  forward  went. 
They  fpide  a  Knight  fair  pricking  on  the  plain, 
As  if  he  were  on  fonie  adventure  bent. 

And  ID  hifr  poit  appeared  manly  hardimenc. 

XLV. 

Sic  Satyrane  him  towards  did  addrefs. 

To  weec  what  wight  he  was,  and  what  his  queft : 
And  coming  nigh,  eftfoons  he  gan  to  guefs 
Both  by  the  burning  beat,  which  on  his  bread 
He  bare,  and  by  the  colours  in  his  creft. 
That  Paridell  it  was.    Tho  to  him  yode. 
And  him  faluting,  as  befeemed  beft, 
Gan  firft  inquire  of  tidings  farabrode^ 

And  afterwards,  on  what  adventure  now  he  rode. 

XLVI. 

Who  thereto  anfwering,  faid  %  The  tidings  bad. 
Which  DOW  in  Fairy  Court  all  men  do  tell. 
Which  turned  hath  great  mirth,  to  mourning  fad. 
Is  the  late  ruin  of  proud  Marimll^ 
And  fuddain  *parture  of  fair  FhriffuU^ 
To  finid  him  forth  :  and  after  her  are  gone 
All  the  brave  Knights,  that  doen  in  arms  excell. 
To  fafeguard  her,  y wandred  all  alone  ^ 

Emongft  the  reft,  my  lot  ("unworthy)  's  to  be  one. 

XLVIL 

Ah  gentle  itnight,  (aid  then  Sir  Satyranej 
Thy  Ubour  all  is  loft,  I  greatly  dread. 
That  haft  a  thanklefs  fervice  on  thee  ta*en, 
And  oSreft  facrifice  unto  the  dead  : 
For  dead,  I  furely  doubt  thou  may  ft  aread 
Henceforth  for  ever  Florimell  to  be ; 
That  all  the  noble  Knights  of  Majdenbead^ 
Which  her  ador'd,  may  lore  repent  with  met 

And  fill  fail"  La4ies  m$iy  for  ever  forry  be. 

G  g  4 
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XL  VIII. 

Which  wor4S)  when  ParideU  had  heard,  his  hue 
Gan  greatly  change,  and  feem'd  difmayd  to  be  i 
Then  faid,  fair  Sir,  how  may  I  ween  it  true 
That  ye  do  tell  in  fuch  uncertainty  ? 
Or  fpeak  ye  of  report,  or  did  yc  fi^c 
Juft  oaufe  of  dread,  that  makes  ye  doubt  fo  (bref 
For  pcrdy  elfe  how  mote*  it  ever  be 
That  ever  hand  fhould  dare  for  to  engore 

|Ier  noble  blood  i  the  heavens  fuch  cruelty  zbhar. 

XLIX. 

*J^hefe  eyes  did  fee,  that  they  will  ever  rew 

T*have  feen,  quoth  he,  whenas  a  monftrous  beaft 
The  palfrey,  whereon  fhe  did  travel,  flew. 
And  of  his  bowels  made  his  bloody  feaft : 
Which  fpeaking  token  iheweth  at  the  leaft 
Her  certain  lofs,  if  not  her  fure  decay  ; 
Befides,  that  more  fufpicion  encreaft,* 
I  found  her  golden  girdle  caft  aftray, 

piftainM  witK  dirt  and  blood,  as  relique  of  the  pKfk 

h. 

^ye  me,^  faid  Paridelly  the  figns  be  fad. 

And  but  God  turn  the  fame  to  good  foothlay. 
That  Ladies  fafety  is  fore  to  he  drad : 
Yet  will  I  not  forfake  my  forward  way» 
Till  trial  do  more  certain  truth  bewray. 
Fair  Sir,  quoth  he,  well  may  it  you  fucceed, 
Ne  long  (hall  Satyrans  behind  you  ftay. 
But  to  the  reft,  which  in  this  queft  proceed 

My  labour  add,  and  be  partaker  of  their  fpeed, 

ye  noble  Knights,  faid  then  th^  Sfuin  of  Dames^ 
Well  may  ye  fpeed  in  fo  praifc-worthy  piin : 
But  fith  the  fun  now  'gins  to  flake  his  beams. 
In  dewy  vapours  of  the  wcftern  main. 
And  loofe  the  team  out  of  his  weiary  wain. 
Mote  not  miflike  you  alfo  to  abate 
Your  zealous  hafte,  till  morrow  nexH  again 
Both  light  of  heaven,  and  ftreAgth  of  men  relate: 

^l^ich  if  ye  pleafcj  to  yonder  cjrftlc  turn  your  gate. 
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Lii: 

That  counlel  picafifd  wdl  fo  all  yfbre 
Forth  marched  to  a  caftle  them  before  1 
Where  foori  arriving,  they  refti'ained  were 
or  ready  encranjce,  which  ought  evermore 
To  errant  Knight  be  common :  wondrous  fore 
Thereat  difpleas'd  tbey  were,  till  that  young  Si{uiiQ 
Gan  them  inform  the  catiie,  why  that  fame  don 
Was  (hut  to  alt,  which  lodging  did  defire : 

The  which  to  let  you  weet,  will  further  time  requircii 


ii^*^"*^— ■■>——— i»^^p-—^—i^-^——  ■     ^-^-^ — ^^ 


CANTO    IX, 

M^becco  will  no  firan^e  Knights  boji^ 

for  pecvijb  jealonfy : 
Paridel  giufts  with  Britomart.; 

Both  Jhw  their  auncejlrf. 

I. 

Redoubted  Knights^  and  honourable  Dame^, 
To  whom  I  level  all  my  labours  end, 
Kight  forp  I  fear,  left  with  unworthy  blames 
This  odioys  argument  my  rhin^es  (hould  fhendi^ 
Or  aught  your  goodly  patience  offend. 
Whiles  of  a  wanton  Lady  I  do  write. 
Which  with  her  loofe  incontinence  doth  blend 
Tlie  ihining  glory  of  your  foveraine  light. 

And  knighthood  foul  defaced  by  a  faithlefs  Knight* 

11. 

Put  never  let  th'enfample  of  the  bad 
QfFend  the  good :  fpr  good  by  paragone 
Of  evil,  i^ay  more  notably  be  rad. 
As  white  feen^s  fairer,  m«|cht  with  black  attone  | 
Ne  all  ar^  ihamed  by  the  fault  of  one  : 
For  lo  in  heaven, .  wiiereas  all  goodnefs  is, 
Emongft  the  Angels, ,  a  whole  legione 
Of  wicked  fprigbcs  did  fall  from  happy  blifs-, 

"VVhat  wonder  (hjpn)  i(  (^e  of  WQOien  aU  did  o^iJfs  $ 
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in. 

Then  liftcn  lordingj,  if  ye  lift  tt>  wett 
The  caufe,  why  Safyrmu  and  Pariddl 
Mote  not  -be  enteitaih*d»  a»  feemed  meet. 
Into  that  caftie  (as  that  Squire  does  teU.) 
Therein  a  cancred  crabbed  Carle  does  dwell. 
That  has  no  (kill  of  court  nor  courtcfidi 
Ne  cares,  what  men  fay  of  htm,  ill  or  wdU 
For  all  his  days  he  drowns  in  prhrity. 

Yet  has  fiilllarge  to  live,  and  fpend at  liberty* 

IV. 

But  alt  his  mind  is  fet  on  mucky  pelf. 
To  hoard  up  heaps  of  evil  gotten  mafs. 
For  which  he  others  wrongs,  and  wrecks  himfelf  i 
Yet  is  he  linked  to  a  lovely  Lafs, 
"Whofe  beauty  doth  his  bounty  far  fufpafs. 
The  which  to  him  both  far  unequal  years. 
And  alfo  far  unlike  conditions  has  % 
For  ihe  does  joy  to  play  amongfl;  her  pears. 

And  to  be  free  from  hard  reftraint  and  jealous  feai3, 

V. 

But  he  is  old,  and  withered  like  hay. 
Unfit  fair  JLadies  fcrvice  to  fupply ; 
The  privy  guilt  whereof  makes  him  alway 
Sufpe6b  her  truth,  and  keep  continual  fpy 
Upon  her  with  his  other  blinked  eye  5 
Ne  fuffreth  he  rcfort  of  living  wrght 
Approch  to  her,  ne  keep  her  company. 
But  in  clofe  bowre  her  mews  from  all  mens  fight, 

Depriv'd  of  kindly  joy  and  natural  delight. 

VI. 

Mdlbecco  he,  and  Helemre  fhe  hight. 
Unfitly  yokt  together  in  one  team  : 
That  is  the  caufe,  why  never  any  Kni|^ 
I^  fufFred  here  to  enter,  but  he  fecfm 
Such  as  no  doubt  of  him  he  need  mildeenu 
Thereat  Sir  Satyrane  'gan  fmile  and  fay  $ 

<    Extreamly  mad  the  man  I  furdy  deem. 

That  weens  with  watch  and  haitl  restraint  to  Sbj 

A  womans  wiU  which  is^  difpo$*d  to  go  aftray. 
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VIL 

In  vain  he  fears  tluit  which  he  caonoi  flione : 
For  who  wotes  QOt»  that  womans  fubcikiey 
Can  guilen  Argm^  when  (he  lift  miftlone? 
It  is  not  iron  bands,  nor  bniidivd  eyes. 
Nor  brazen  walls,  nfir  many  wakcfal  fpyes. 
That  can  withhold  her  wilful  wandring  feet  1 
But  faft  good  will  widi  gentle  courtcfies, 
And  timely  fervice  to  her  pleaftires  meet, 

May  her  perhaps  contain,  thatelfe  would  algates  fleet. 

VIIL 

Then  is  he  not  more*  mad,  iuAParidellj 
That  hath  himfelf  unto  fuch  fervice  fold. 
In  doleful  thraldom  all  his  days  to  dwell  ? 
For  fujre  a  fool  I  do  him  firmly  hold. 
That  loves  hts  fetters,  though  they  were  of  gold. 
But  why  do  we  devife  of  others  ill. 
Whiles  thus  we  fofier  this  fame  dotard  old 
To  keep  us  otir,  in  fcom  of  his  own  m\U 

And  rather  do  not  lan&ck  all,  and  hioifelf  kill  ? 

IX- 

Nay  let  us  firft,  faid  Satyrane^  intreat 
The  man  by  g^de  means,  to  let  us  in. 
And  afberwaids  affmy  widi  cruel  threat. 
Ere  that  we  to  efibrce  it  do  begin  : 
Then  if  all  fail,  we  will  by  force  it  win. 
And  eke  reward  the  wittch  for  his  me4>rile. 
As  m&y  be  worthy  of  his  heinous  fin. 
,That  counfel  pleasM :  Then  P^M  did  rife. 

And  to  the  cafUe  gate  approcht  in  quiet  wife. 

Whereat  left  kriockhig,  entrance  he  defir'd. 
The  good-man  felf  (which  then  the  Porter  playd) 
Him  anfwered,  that  all  were  now  retir'd 
Unto  their  reft  ;  and  all  the  keys  convey4 
V  nto  their  nuufter,  who  in  bed  was  layd. 
That  none  him  durft  awake  out  of  his  dream  -, 
And  therefore  them  of  patience  gently  prayd. 
Then  Paridell  began  to  Jjhange  his  theme. 

And  threatned  Jiim  with  force,  md  puntihment  extreme.* 
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XL 

But  all  in  vain ;  for  nought  ototeiiiao  reknt. 
And  now  fo  long  before  the  wicket  £ift 
They  waiisd,  thac  the  night  w«s  forward  fpent  i 
And  the  fair  welkin^  foully  ovcr-caft, 
Gan  blowen  up  a  bitter  ftxHtny  blafk. 
With  ihowre  and  hail  fo  horrible  and  dred; 
That  this  fair  many  ware  compePd  at  laft 
To  fly  for  fuccour  to  a  Iktk  ih«d^ 

Th$  which  befide  the  gate  for  fwine  was  ordered. 

XII. 

Jc  fortuned,  foon  after  they  were  gone. 
Another  Knight,  whom  tempeft  thiclier  brought^ 
Came  to  that  caftle ;  and  with  eameft  mone^ 
Like  as  the  reft,  lace,  entrance  dear  befoughc 
But  like  fo  as  the  reft,  he  prayd  for  nought ; 
For  flady  he  of  entrance  was  refused,  f 
Sorely  thereat  he  was  difpleas'd,  and  thought 
How  to  avenge  himfelf  fo  fore  abused. 

And  evermore  the  C^rie  of  courtefie  accua'd. 

XIII. 

But  to  avoid  th'intolerable  ftowre. 

He  was  coippel'd  to  feek  fome  refuge  near. 
And  to  that  Ihed  (to  fhrowd  him  from  the  ibowre) 
He  came,  which  fiiU  of  guefts  he  found  ^^bylczr^ 
So  as  he  was  not  let  to  enter  there; 
Where^  he  'g^  to  wex  exceeding  wfoth. 
And  fwore  that  he  would  lodge  with  them  yfefe. 
Or  them  diflodge,  all  were  they  liefe  or  loth  ; 

And  them  defied  each,  and  fo  defide  them  both. 

XIV. 

Both  were  full  loth  to  leave  that  needful  tent. 
And  both  full  loth  in  darknefs  to  ddsate; 
Yet  both  full  liefe  him  lodging  to  have  lent^ 
And  both  full  liefe  his  boalling  to  abate ; 
But  chiefly  ParuhU  his  heart  did  grate. 
To  hpar  him  threaten  fo  defpightfoUy, 
As  if  he  did  a  Dc^  to  kennel  rate. 
That  durft  not  bark ;  and  rarher  bad  he  dye, 

T^an  whw  he  was  de^^  in  covard  comer  lye« 
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XV, 
Tho  haftil]r  rexnomitkig  to  his  ftetdi 

He  forth  ifluM ;  Iikjb  as  a  bqifttous  wind. 

Which  in  th'eanhs  hollow  caves  h^th  long  been  bid. 

And  (hut  up  faft  .within  bee  prifons  blind^ 

Makes  the  huge-cicn»ent  ag^il  her  kind 

To  move,  and  tremble  as  it.  were  aghaft, 

XJntill  that  it  ;in  iflue  forth  may  find  ^ 

Then  forth  it  breaks,  and  with  hi$  furious  blafl;    ' 

Confounds  both  land  and  feas,  and  flcies  doth  over- cail'^. 

XVL 

Their  fteel-head^lpears  they  ftrongly  coucht,  and  fliet  . 
Together  with  uopctuous  .ragp  and  force ) 
That  with  the  Cerrour  of  their  fierce  affret^ 
They  rudely  drove  to  grouf^i  bo(h  man  and  horfc. 
Thai  each  (awhile)  lay  like  a  fenfeiefs  corfe  : 
But  Paridelly  fort  bniifed  with  the  blow. 
Could  not  arite,  the  counterchange  to  fcorce. 
Till  that  young  Squire  hLoi  reared  from  below  ; 

Then  drew  he  his  bright  fword,, and 'gan  abputhimthrow* 

XVH. 

But  Saiyrancj  forth  ftepping,  did  theoOi  ft4y«  ' 
And  whh  iair  treaty  pacifide  their  ine; 
Then,  when  they  were  accorded  from  the  fray» 
Againft  that  caftles  Lord  they  'gan  confpire. 
To  heap  on  him  due  vengeance  for  his  hirct 
They  been  agreed,  and  to  the.  gates  they  go .  . 
To  burn  the  fame  with  unquenchable  fire. 
And  that  uncourteous  Car^  (their  common  foe)   ^ 

To  do  foul  dea^h  to  dye,  or  wrap  in  grievous  woe 

XVIII. 

MaJhecco,  feeing  them  reiqlv'd  indeed     - 

To  flame  the  gates,  and  hearing  them  to  call 

;  For  fire  in  earnefl:,  ran  with  fearful  fpeed ; 
And  to  them  calling  from  the  caftle  wall, 
Beloughc  them  humbly,  him  to  bear  withall^ 
As  ignorant  of  fervants  bad  abufe. 
And  (lack  attendance  unto  ftrang(r$  calL 
The  Knights  were  willing  all  things  to  excpfe. 

Though  npugl)t  tM:liev*d|  and  ^i\ttwice  lat^did  AQt  refiifi* 
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XIX. 

They  been  ybrought  into  a  comely  bowrc, 
And  fervid  of  all  things  that  mote  needful  be  i 

.    Yet  fccretly  their  hoft  did  on  them  lowre. 
And  welcomed  more  for  fear  than  charity  i 
fiuc  they  dilTeiiibled  what  they  did  not  fee» 
And  wdcomed  thcmfclves.    Each  *gan  undighc 
Their  garments  wet,  and  weary  armour  free. 
To  dry  themfcltes  by  Vulcans  flaming  light. 

And  ekevtheir  lately  bruized  parts  to  bring  in  plight. 


And  eke  that  ftraftgpr  Knight^  emongft  the  reft. 
Was  for  lake  need  enforft  to  difarray  t 
Tho  whetias  vailed  was  her  lofty  creft. 
Her  gokien  locks,  that  were  in  tramels  gay 
Up-bounden,  did  themfelves  adown  difplay. 
And  raught  unto  hen  heels ;  like  funny  beams 
That  in  a  cloud  their  light  did  long  time  ftay. 
Their  vapour  vaded,  Ihew  thdr  golden  gleams, 

Anddirottgh  theperfent  air  (hoot  forth  their  azure  ftreams* 

XXL 

She  alfo  doft  her  heavy  haberjeoh, ' 

Which  the  fair  feature  erf*  her  limbs  did  hide ; 
And.  b<^r  well  plighted  frock,  which  fhe  did  won 
To  tuck  about  her  ihort  when  (he  did  ride. 
She  low  let  fall,  that  fk>w*d  from  her  lank  fide 
Down  to  her  foot.  With  carele6  modefty. 
Then  of  them  all  (he  pidnly  was  efpide 
T6  be  a  woman-wight  (unwifttobe) 

The  faireft  womao-wight  that  ever  eye  did  fee. 

XXIL 

Like  as  Mnerva^  being  late  returned 
From  flau^ter  of  the  giants  conquered ; 
Where  proud  Encdade^  whofe  wide  nofethrills  burn'd 
With  breathed  flames,  like  to  a  furnace  red, 
Transiixed  with  her  fpear,  down  tumbled  dead 
From  top  of  HemuSj  by  him  heaped  high ; 
Hath  loos^  her  hi^lmet  from  ber  lofty  head. 
And  her  Gorgonian  (hield  *gins  to  unty 
From  ber  left  arm,  to  reft  in  glorious  yl£U)ry. 
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XXIIL  • 

Which  whenis  they  beheld,  they  ikiitteii  were 
With  great  atn^^toient  of  fo  wondrous  fight ; 
And  each  on  other,,  and  they  all  on  her    ... 
Stood  gazing,  as  if  fuddain  great  afiri^t     .i 
Had  them  (gipidz^d^     At  laft,  avifing  tighCt 
Her  goodly  pmbhage  and  glorious  hewr,  -  j 

Which  xhasjfim.iiujth  miftook,  thx:y  took  delight : 
In  thieir  firft  cfttkur^  and  yet  Oil  1  anew  *  *:'  * 

With  wonder^f  Jiep^beauty  fed  their.huagcy.view^  :.   ' 

QtXIV. 

Yet  n'ote  their  fauupry  view  be  latisfide  ^      .. 
But  iec3f^5  ftilt  rae  more  defir^d  to  fee. 
And  ever,  firmly  £xod  did  abide  i 

In  contemplation  of  divinity : 
But  moft  th^^  marvaild  at  her  chevalry 
And  noble  proweff^  which:  diey  had  appiofi^Mi ..  > 
That  much  dney  6iLin*d  €o  icnow  who  ihe  mote  be  i 
Yet  noneiof  all  lehim  her  thereof  amov'd. 

Yet  eircoy  «j)e  lier  l&ty  and  every,  one  her  bv^cL 

XXV. . 

And  P^irfi!|t&Mgh  partly  difcdnijcftt, '  i 

With  i^  late  >fii}l^  •  and'  foul  indignity. 
Yet  was  loon  won  his  malice  to  relent. 
Through  gracioqi  regard  of  her  fair  eye. 
And  knightly  worth,  which  he  too  late  did  try\ 
Yet  trycd  4id  adot^.     Supper  was  dight  % 
Then  they  Ma&ecco  prayed  of  courcefy. 
That  oi  his  Lady  they  nciight  have  the  fight. 

And  company^at  meat,  to  do  them  inore  delight. 

XXVL 

But  he,  to  ihift  tkdr  curious  requeft, 
'Gan  caufei^why  ilie could  not  come  in  places 
Her  crazed  hei|lch,  her  late  recourfe  to  reft. 
And  humid  erening,  ill  for  fick  folks  cafe : 
But  none  of  thofe  etcufes  could  take  place ; 
Ne  would  they  eat  till  fhe  in  preience  canie. 
She  came  in  prsienoe  with  right  comely  grace. 
And  fairly  them  faluted,  as  became, 

A.nd  ihew'd  herself  in  4II  a  gentle  4S0urtepas  Dame«^ 
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XXVII. 

They  late  to  meat,  and  Salyrate  hii  chance 
Was  ber  before,  and  PartdeH  befide  *, 
But  he  himfelf  fate  looking  ftill  afcaunce^     . 
Gainft  Britmnart^  end  ever  clofely  ey'd 
Sir  SatyTMij  that  glaunces  might  not  glide:  : 

But  his  blind  eye,  that  fided  Parideli, ,  v 
Ah  his  demeanune  from  his  fight  did  hide:  i 
On  her  fair  face  fo  did  he  feed  his  fi:lU 

And  ientclofc  meflages^  of  lore  to  heCiit  wilL.. 

xxvin. 

And  ever  and  apon^ .  vf  hen  none.  wa9  waiti !   ' 
With  fpeaking  looks,  that  clofe  etdbafiT^e  boiei 
He  rov'd  at  her,  and  told  his  fccitticarc:    . 
For  all  that  art  he  learned  had  of  yore. 
Ne  was  (he  ignoraht  of  that  lewd  lore,  ' 
But  in  hia  eye  his  meaning  wifely  jread,  . 
Aind  with  the  like  him  aofwerMevenoore  t  - 
She  fent  at  him  one  firy  dart^  YihtxCc  head 

EmpoiQied  was  with  privy  luft,  and  jeak>us  dreadA 

'  XXIX. 

H  efrom  that  deadly  throw  made  no  disfiyncief 
But  to  the  wound  his  weak  heart  qien'd  wide  i 
The  wicked  engine  through  falfe  influence  - 
Pad  through  his  eyes,  and  fecredy  did  glide 
Into  his  heart,  which.it  did  forely  gride. 
But  nothing  new  to  him  was  diat,  lame  pain^ 
Ne  pain  at  ail ;  for  he  (6  oft  had  tride 
The  powre  thereof,  4fed  lovM  fo  oft  io  vaios 

That  thing  of  courfe  he  counted,  love  to  entertain* 

XXX. 

Thence-forth  to  her  he  fought  to  intio^te 
His  inward  grief,  by  means  to  him  well  known  i 
Now  Bacchus  fruit  out  of  the  filver  plate 
He  on  the  table  daiht,  as  overthrown^i . 
Or  of  the  fruitful  liquor  overflown, 
And  by  .the  dancing  bubbles  did  divinei 
Or  therein  write  to  let  his  love  be  (bbwn ; 
Which  well  fhe  read  out  of  the  learned  line  i 

(A  facrament  profane  in  myftery  of  wii^eO 
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XXXI; 

And  when-fo  of  his  hand  the  pledge  fhe  raught, 
The  goilty  cup  flie  feigned  (o  miftake. 
And  in  her  lap  did  flied  her  idle  draughty 
Shewing  xlefire  her  inward  flame  to  flake  : 
By  which  clofe  figns  they  fecrec  way  did  make  « 
Unto  their  wills,  and  one  eyes  watch  efcape ; 
Two  eyes  him  needeth,  for  to  watch  and  wake,* 
Who.  Lovers  will  deceive.     Thus  was  the  ape, 
By  their  fair  handling,  put  into  Atakhcco's  cape. 

XXXII. 
Now  when  of  meats  and  drinks  they  had  their  fill, 
Purpofe  was  moved  by  that  gentle  Dame, 
Unto  thofe  Knights  adventurous,  to  tell 
Of  deeds  of  arms^  which  unto  them  became. 
And  evpry'  one  his  kindred,  and  his  name. 
Then  Paridell  .(in  whom  a  kindly  pride 
Of  graciods  fpeech,  and  Ikill  his  words  to  frame 
Abpunded)  being  glad  of  fo  fit  tide 
Him  to  commend  to  her,  thus  fpake,  of  all  well  eyde, 

XXXIII. 
Trey  that  art  now  nought  but  an  idle  name. 
And  in  thine  aihes  buried  low  doft  lye. 
Though  whylome  far  much  greater  than  thy  fame. 
Before  that  angry  Gods,  and  cruel  fky 
Upon  thee  heapt  a  direful  deftiny  ; 
What  boots  it  bdaft  thy  gk>rious  defcent, 
And  fetcht  from  heaven  thy  great  genealogy, 
Sith  all  thy  worthy  praifes  being  blent. 
Their  offspring  hath  embaft,  and  later  glory  (hent  ? 

XXXIV. 
Moft  famous  woVdiy  of  the  world,  by  whom 
That  war  was  kindled,  which  did  Troy  inflame. 
And  ftately  towres  of  IHon  whilome 
Brought  unto  baleful  ruin,  was  by  name 
Sir  Paris^  far  renown'd  through  noble  fame ; 
Who  through  great  prowefs  and  bold  hardinefs. 
From  Lacedamon  fetcht  the  fatrefl:  Dame 
That  ever  Gr^^f^  did  boaft,  or  Knight  poflfefs, 
VihomVinm  to  him  gave  for  meed  of  worthinefs. 
*    Vol.  L  H  h 
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XX3CV. 

Fair  HeUen^  flowrc  of  beauty  excellent/ 
And  girlond  of  the  mighty  conquerors. 
That  madeft  many  Ladies  dear  lament 
The  heavy  lofs  or  their  brare  paramours^ 
Which  they  far  off  beheld  from  Trojan  towits. 
And  faw  tlw  fields  of  fair  Scamander  ftrown 
Wi^  carcafles  of  noble  waniours. 
Whole  fruidefs  lives  were  under  furrow  fown» 

And  Xflmius  landy  banks  widi  blood  ail  overflown, 

XXXVI. 

From  him,  my  linage  I  derive  aright. 
Who  long  before  the  ten  years  fieg^  of  9r^, 
Whiles  yet  on  iii^  he  a  ihepherd  hight, 
On  fair  Oefuw  got  a  lovely  boy : 
Whom  for  remeoibrance  of  her  pafled  joy. 
She  of  his  father,  Partus  did  name  \ 
Who,  after  Greeks  did  Priam  realm  deftroy. 
Gathered  the  Trojans  rcliques  fav*d  from  flame. 

And  with  them  failing  thence,  to  th*I(k  of  Paros  came, 

XXXVII. 

That  was  by  him  caird  Paros^  which  before 
Hight  Naufa :  there  he  many  years  did  reign. 
And  built  Naufick  by  the  Poniick  fhore ; 
The  which  he  dying,  left  next  in  remain 
To  Pandas  his  Son. 
From  whom  I  Paridill  by  kin  defcend ; 
But  for  fair  Ladies  love,  and  glories  gain. 
My  native  foil  have  left,  my  days  to  fpend 

In  'fueing  deeds  of  arms,  my  lifes  and  labours  end« 

XXXVIII. 

Whenas  the  noble  Briiomari  beaid  tell 
Of  Trojan  wars,  and  Priams  city  (ackt 
(The  rueful  ftory  of  Sir  ParideU) 
She  was  empalTiond  at  that  pitious  aft. 
With  zealous  envy  of  Greeks  crud  fiift, 
Againlt  that  nation,  from  whofe  race  of  old 
She  heard  that  fhe  was  lineally  extraft : 
For  noble  Britons  fprung  from  Trojans  bold. 

And  Trcynovani  was  built  of  old  Troys  afhes  cold. 
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XXXIX. 

Then  fighing  foft  awhile,  (tt  laft  fhe  thuk  : 
O  lamentwle  fall  of  faniQUS  town  ! 
Which  reign'd  fo  many  years  victorious. 
And  of  all  Afi4  bore  the  foveraine  crown^ 
In  one  fad  night  confum'd^  and  tbrowen  down  ! 
What  ftony  heart,  that  hears  thy  hapkfs  fate^ 
Is  not  empierft  with  deep  compaifion. 
And  makes  enfample  of  mans  wretched  ilatei 

That  flowre$  fo  freih  at  morn,  and  &des  at  evening  late.* 

XL. 

Behold,  Sii't  how  yo^r  piciful  complaint 
Hath  found  another  partner  of  your  pain  t 
For  nothing  may  imprefs  {o  dear  conftraint. 
As  countries  caufe,  and  common  foes  difdain* 
But  if  it  ihould  not  grieve  you  back  again 
To  turn  your  courfe,  I  would  to  hear  defire 
What  to  Mneas  fell ;  fith  that  men  fayn 
He  was  not  in  the  cities  woeful  fire 

Confum'd,  but  did  himfelf  to  fafety  retire. 

XLL 

Anchyfes  Son,  begot  of  Venus  fair^ 

Said  he,  out  of  the  flames  for  fafeguard  fledi 
And  with  a  remnant  did  to  (ea  repair. 
Where  he  through  fatal  error  long  was  led 
Full  many  years,  and  weetlefs  wandered 
From  fliore  to  fhore,  emoogft  the  Lybick  fands^ 
Ere  reft  he  found.   Much  there  he  fuffered. 
And  many  perils  paft  in  foreign  lands. 

To  fave  his  people  fad  from  vi&ors  vengeful  handa« 

XLII. 

At  laft  in  Laiium  he  did  arrive. 
Where  he  with  cruel  war  was  entertain'd 
Of  th'inland  folk*  which  fought  him  back  to  drive 
Till  he  with  old  Latimu  was  conftrain'd 
To  contraft  wedlock  v-(fo  the  Fates  Qrdain*d.) 
Wedlock  contract  in  blood;  and  eke  in  blood 
Accomplifhcd,  that  many  dear  complaia'd : 
The  rival  flain,  the  VK^qr  (through  the  flood 

Efcaped  hardly)  hardly  praisM  hii  wiedlock  gpod* 

Hh  a 
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XLIIL 

Yet  after  all^  he  viftor  did  furvive^ 

And  with  Latinus  did  the  kingdom  part. 
But  after,,  when  both  nations  'gan  to  ftrive. 
Into  their  names  the  title  to  convart. 
His  fon  Eilus  did  from  thence  depart. 
With  all  the  warlike  youth  of  Trojans  blood, 
And  in  long  Alba  placM  his  throne  apart, 
Where  &ir  it  flourifhed,  and  long  time  ftood. 

Till  Romulus ^tcniS9iitig  it,  to  Rome  remov'-d. 

XLIV. 

There,  there,  faid  Britomarty  afrefli  appeared 
The  glory  of  the  later  world,  to  fpring. 
And  Trey  again  out  of  her  duft  was  rear'd. 
To  fit  in  fecond  feat  of  foveraine  King 
Of  all  the  world  under  her  governing. 
But  a  third  kingdom  yet  is  to  arife. 
Out  of  the  Trojans  fcattered  ofHpring 
That  in  all  glory  and  great  enterprife. 

Both  firft  and  fecond  Troy  fhall  dare  to  equalKe. 

XLV. 

It  Troynovant  is  hight,  that  with  the  waves 
Of  wealthy  Thamis  wafhed  is  along, 
Upon  whofe  ihibbom  neck  (whereat  he  raves 
With  roaring  rage,  and  lore  himfelf  does  throng. 
That  all  men  fear  to  tempt  his  billows  ftrong) 
She  faftned  hath  her  foot,  which  ftands  fo  high» 
That  it  a  wonder  of  the  world  is  fong 
In  foreign  lands  ;  and  all  which  pafien  by, 

Beholding  it  fipm  far,  do  think  it  threats  (he  sky. 

XLVI. 

The  Trojan  Brute  did  firft  that  city  found, 
And  Hygate  made  the  meare  thereof  by  weft. 
And  Overt-gate  by  north :  that  is  the  bound 
Toward  the  land ;  two  rivers  bound  the  reft. 
So  huge  a  fcopc  at  firft  him  feemed  beft. 
To  be  the  compafs  of  hrs  kingdoms  feat: 
So  huge  a  mind  could  not  in  leflcr  reft, 
Ne  in  fmall  mears  contain  his  glory  great. 

That  ^m  had  con^uer'd  firft  by  warlike  feat. 
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XLVIL 

Ah?  faireft  Lady-'Kright,  faid  ParUell, 
Pardon  (I  pray)  my  heedtds  over-fight, 
Wha  had  torgpt^  tbslt  whylome  I  heard  tell 
From  aged  Mffman ;  for  my  wits  been  lighc«        ' 
Indeed  he  faid,  if  I  rerAember  right. 
That  of  the  ztitiqat  Trvjan  ftock,  there  grew 
Another  plant,  that  raught  to  wondrous  height. 
And  far  abroad  hii  mighty  branches  threw. 

Into  the  utmbft  angle  of  the  world  he  knew.    ' 

XLVIIL 

For  that  fame  Brute  (whom  much  he  did  advance 
In  all  his  fpeech)  was  Sylvius  his  fon. 
Whom  having  flain,  through  lucklefs  arrows  glanCe, 
He  fled  for  fear  of  that  he  had  mifdone. 
Or  elfe  for  (hame,  fo  foul  reproach  to  fhone ; 
And  with  him  led  to  fea  a  youthly  train. 
Where  weary  wandring  they  long  time  did  wonne. 
And  many  fortunes  prov'd  in  tVOcean  main. 

And  great  adventures  found,  that  now  were  long  to  fayn. 

XLIX. 

At  laft  by  faul  courfe  they  driven  were 
Into  an  Ifland  fpacious  and.  broad^ 
The  furtheft  north  that  did  to  them  appear : 
And  (after  reft  they  feeking  far  abroad) 
Found  it  the  fitteft  foil  for  their  abode ; 
Fruitful  of  allUiings  fit  for  living  food. 
But  wholly  w^e,  and  void  of  peoples  trode, 
Save  an  huge  nation  of  the  Giants  orood. 

That  fed  on  living  flelh,  and  drunk  mens  vital  blood. 

L. 

Whom  he  through  weary  wars  and  labours  long, 
Subdu*d  with  lofs  of  many  Britons  bold  : 
Jn  which,  the  great  Gomagot  of  ftrong 
Corineus^  and  Coulin  of  Dehon  old 
Were  overthrown,  and  laid  on  th'earth  full  coldp 

'    Which  quaked  under  their  fo  hideous  mafs : 
A  famous  hiftory  to  be  enrold 
In  everlafting  monuments  of  brafs. 

That  all  the  antique  worthies  merits  far  did  pafs. 

Hh  3 
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U. 

His  work,  great  Tr^ymuanf^  ba  woirk  is  ekfi 
Fair  Lincoln^  both  reoowtted  far  nway. 
That  who  from  eaft  to  weft  will  eiid-kMig,ftdc» 
Cannot  two  fairer  cities  find  this  ilay* 
Accept  CleopolU :  fo  heard  I  &y 
Old  Mfumoif.    Therefore  fir»  I  greet  you  well 
Your  country  kin»  and  you  entirely  pray 
Of  pardon  for  the  (Irife  which  late  pefi^ 

Betwixt  us  both  unknown.    So  ended  FmdeB. 

UI. 

But  all  the  while  that  he  thefe  fpeeches  Q)ent» 
Upon  his  lips  hung  fair  Dame  Hdkiwre^ 
With  vigilant  regard,  and  due  attent, 
Fafhioning  worlds  of  fancies  evermore 
Jn  her  frau  wit,  that  now  her  quite  forlore : 
The  whiles,  unwares  away  her  wandring  eye 
And  greedy  ears,  her  weak  heart  from  her  bore  r 
Which  he  perceiving,  ever  privily 

In  fpcaking,  many  falte  belgards  at  her  let  fly. 

Ull. 

So  long  thefe  Knights  difcourfed  diverfly, 
Qf  ftrange  affairs,  and  noble  hardiment. 
Which  they  had  paft  with  mickle  jeopardy^ 
That  now  the  humid  night  was  farforth  fpent, 
And  heavenly  lamps  were  haifendeal  y brent : 
Which  th'pld  man  feeing  well  (wh(|^too  long  thought 
Every  difcourfe  and  every  argument. 
Which  by  the  hours  he  meafured)  befought 

Them  go  to  reft.  So  all  unto  their  bowrs  were  brought. 
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CANTO    X. 

Paridell  rapetb  Kellenore: 

Malbecco  her  furfues: 
Finds  mdtigji  Satyrs^  whence  mtb  him 

To  tumjhe  doth  refyfe. 

h 

The  morrow  next,  fo  foon  as  Phahus  lamp 
Bewrayed  had  the  world  with  early  light. 
And  frefli  Aurora  had  the  (hady  damp 
Out  of  the  goodly  heaven  amoved  quigbt. 
Fair  Brttomart  and  that  fame  Fiury  Knight 
Uprofe,  forth  on  their  journey  for  to  wend : 
But  Paridell  complain'd,  that  his  lace  fight 
With  Britomart^  fo  fore  did  him  ofFe.nd^ 
That  ride  he  could  not,  till  hift  hurts  he  did  amend* 

ii. 

So  forth  they  far'd  \  but  he  behind  the;m  flayd» 
Maulgre  his  hoft,  who  grudged  grievoufly 
To  houfe  a  gueft,  that  would  be  needs  ooey'd^ 
And  of  his  own  him  left  not  liberty  : 
(Might,  wanting  meafure,  moveth  fiirquedry  J 
Two  things  he  feared,  but  the  third  was  death ; 
That  fierce  young  mans  unruly  maiftery ; 
His  money,  which  he  lov'd  as  living  breath ; 

And  his  fair  wife,  whom  honeft  long  he  kept  uneath. 

III. 

But  patience  perforce :  he  muft  aby 
What  fortune  and  his  fate  on  him  will  lay : 
Fond  is  the  fear  that  finds  no  remedy  •, 
Yet  warily  he  watcheth  every  way. 
By  which  he  feareth  evil  happen  may : 
So  th'evil  thinks  by  watching  to  prevent; 
Ne  doth  he  fuffer  her,  nor  night,  nor  day. 
Out  of  his  fight  her  fclf  once  to  abfent 

So  doth  he  punilb  her,  and  eke  himfelf  tornocnt. 

Hh  4 
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IV. 

Buf\Ptfr/^i7  kept  better  watch  than  hc^ 
A  fit  occafion  for  his  turn  to  find  : 
Falfe  Love,  why. do  men  fay,  thou  canft  not  fee. 
And  in  their  foolifti  fancy  feign  thee  blind. 
That  with  thy  chiarms  the  (harped  fight  doft  bind. 
And  to  thy  will  abufe  ?  Thou  walkcft  free. 
And  fctft  every  fecret  of  the  mind ; 
Thou  feeft  all,  yet  none  at  all  fees  thee  j 

All  that  is  by  the  working  of  thy  Deity. 

V. 

»  •  •    • 

So  perfeft  in  that  art  was  ParideUy 

That  he  Malbecco^s  halfen  eye  did  while : 
His  halfen  ey^  he  wiled  wondrous  well. 
And  Hellenor^s  both  eyes  did  eke  beguile. 
Both  eyes  and  heart  attonce,  during  the  whilQ 
That  hd  there  ibjoumed  his  wounds  to  heal ; 
That  Cupd  felf  it  feeing,  clofe  did  fmile. 
To  weet  how  he  her  love  a^Vay  did  ftcal. 

And  i^ade,  that  none  theii"  joyous  treafon  Ihould  reveal. 

VI. 

■ 

The  learricd  Lover  loft  no  time  nor  tide. 
That  leaft  advantage  mote  to  him  afR)rd, 
Yet  bore  fo  fair  a  fail,  that  none  efpide 
His  fecret  drift,  till  he  her  laid  abord. 
When-fo  in  open  place,  and  common  bord, 
He  fortun*d  her  to  meet,  with  common  fpeech 
He  courted  her,  yet  baited  every  word. 
That  his  ungentle  hoftn'ote  him  s^peach 

Of  vile  ungfntlenef$,  or  hofpitages  breach. 

VII. 

But  when  apart  (if  evbr  her  apart) 

He  fownd,  then  hisfiiife  engins  faft  he  plide. 
And  all  the  fleights  unbofom'd  in  his  bearc; 
He  figh'd,  he  fub'd,  he  fwound,  he  pcrdy  didc. 
And  caft  himfclf  on  ground  her  faft  befide : 
Tho  when  ^gain  he  him  bethought  to  live. 
He  wept,  aod  waild,  and  lalfe  laments  belide^ 
Saying,  but  if  ihe  mercy  would  him  give. 

That  he  mote  algatc&  dye,  yet  did  his  death  foi^gire^ 
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VIII. 

And  othcr-whiles  with  amorous  delights. 
And  pleafing  toys  Jic  would  her  entertain. 
Now  (inging  fweerly, '  to  furprifc  her  fpright^^ 
Now  making  lays  of  love  and  Lovers  pain, 
.  Branfles,  ballads,  virelays,  and  veries  vain ; 
Oft  purpofes,  oft  riddles  he  devi$'d. 
And  thoufands  like,  which  flowed  in  his  brain» 
AVith  which  he  fed  her  fancy  and  entis'd 

Ta  take  to  his  new  love,  and  leave  tier  old  defpis'd. 

IX. 

And  every  where  he  might,  and  every  while 
He  did  her  fervice  dutiful,  and  fuM 
At  hand  with  humble  pride,  and  plealing  guile. 
So  clofely  yet,  that  none  but  (he  it  viewed. 
Who  well  perceived  all,  and  all  indu'd. 
Thus  finely  did  he  his  falfe  nets  diffpred. 
With  which  he  many  weak  hearts  had  fubduM 
Of  yore,  and  many  had  y like  mifled : 

What  wonder  then,  if  Ihe  were  likewife  carried  ? 

X. 

No  fort  fo  fenfible,  no  walls  fo  ftrong. 
But  that  continual  battery  will  rive. 
Or  daily  fiege  through  difpurveyance  long. 
And  lack  of  refcues  will  to  parly  drive  j 
And  piece,  that  unto  parly  ear  will  give. 
Will  Ihortly  yield  it  felf,  arrd  will  be  made 
The  vaffal  of  the  viftors  will  bylive: 
That  ftfatagem  had  oftentimes  affay*d 

This  crafty  paramour,  and  now  it  plain  difpIayM* 

XL 
For  though  hiis  trains  he  her  intrapped  hath. 
That  Ihe  her  love  and  heart  hath  wholly  ibid 
To  him,  without  regard  of  gain,  or  fcath. 
Or  care  of  credit,  or  of  husband  old. 
Whom  Ihe  hath  vow'd  to  dub  a  fair  cuckold. 
Nought  wants  but  time  and  place,  which  (hortly  {he 
Devized  hath,  and  to  her  Lover  told. 
It  pleafcd  well.    So  well  they  both  agree ; 
So  ready  ripe  to  iU,  ill  wpmens  cdunfels  be. 
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XIL 

Dark  was  the  evening,  fie  for  Lovers.  £keakh» 
When  chan(t  Malbecco  bulie  be  elfe- where. 
She  to  his  clofet  went,  where  all  his  wealth. 
Lay  hid :  thereof  (he  countlefs  funis  did  rear. 
The  which  ihe  meant  away  with  her  to  beari 
The  reft,  (he  fir*d  for  fport,  or  for  defpight  $ 
As  HelUn^  when  (he  faw  aloft  appear 
The  Trojan  flames,  and  reach  to  heavens  heig^c^ 

Did  clap  her  hand$,  and  joyed  at  that  doleful  fight. 

xiii. 

This  fecond  HeUeUj  fair  Dame  Hilkain^ 
The  whiles  her  hu(band  ran  with  forry  hafte 
To  quench  the  flames  which  (he  had  tia'd  before, 
Laught  at  his  foolilh  labour  fpent  in  wafte  ^ 
And  ran  into  her  Lovers  arms  right  faft  % 
Where  ftraight  embraced,  (he  to  him  did  cry. 
And  call  aloud  for  help,  ere  help  were  paft  i 
For  lo,  that  gueft  would  bear  her  forcibly. 

And  meant  to  ravi(h  her,  that  rather  had  to  dye« 

XIV. 

The  wretched  man,  hearing  her  call  for  sud^ 
And  ready  feeing  him  with  her  to  fly. 
In  his  difquiet  mind  was  much  difmaid  : 
But  when  again  he  backward  caft  his  eye. 
And  faw  the  wicked  fire  fo  furioufly 
Confume  his  heart,  and  fcorch  his  idols  face. 
He  was  there-with  diftrefied  diverfly, 
Ne  wi(l  be  how  to  turn,  nor  to  what  place ; 

Was  never  wretched  man  in  fuch  a  woeful  cafe. 

XV. 

Ay  when  to  him  (he  cride,  to  her  he  tura'dv 
And  left  the  fire ;  Love,  money  overcame : 
But,  when  he  marked  how  his  money  burn'd. 
He  left  his  wife  \  money  did  Love  difclaim  : 
Both  was  he  loth  to  lofe  his  loved  Dame, 
And  loth  to  leave  his  liefeft  p^lf  behind. 
Yet  fith  he  n'ote  fave  both,  he  fav*d  that  fame 
Which  was  the  deareft  to  his  dunghill  mind. 

The  God  of  his  defire,  the  joy  of  mifers  blind. 
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XVL 

Thus  whilft  all  things  in  troubloua  uproar  wero. 
And  all  men  buue  to  fuppreis  the  flame. 
The  loving  couple  need  no  refcue  fear. 
But  leifure  had,  and  liberty  to  frame 
Their  purposd  flight,  free  from  all  mens  reclame  i 
And  Night  (thepatronefs  of  love-fl^alth  fair) 
Gave  him  fafe  conduft,  till  to  end  they  came : 
So  been  they  gone  yfere  (z  wanton  pair 

Of  Ijovers  loofely  knit)  where  lift  them  to  repair. 

XVIL 

Soon  as  the  cruel  flames  y flacked  were, 
Malbeccoj  feeing  how  his  lofs  did  lie, 
Out  of  die  flames,  which  he  had  quencht  whylere 
Into  huge  waves  of  grief  and  jealoufie 
Full  deep  emplongra  was,  and  drowned  nigh, 
Twixt  inward  dool  and  felonous  defpight ; 
He  rav'd,  be  wept,  he  ftampt,  he  loud  did  cry. 
And  all  the  paffions  that  in  man  may  light, 

Pid  him  attonoe  opprefs,  and  vex  his  caitive  fpright* 

XVIIL 

Long  thus  he  chawd  the  cud  of  inward  grief. 
And  did  confume  his  gall  with  anguifli  fore : 
Still  when  he  mufed  on  his  late  mifchief. 
Then  ftill  the  fmart  thereof  increafed  more. 
And  feem'd  more  grievous  than  it  was  befcA^e : 
At  lafl,  when  forrow  he  faw  booted  nought, 
Ne  grief  might  not  his  Love  to  him  reftore. 
He  *gan  devife,  Kow  her  he  refcue  mought. 

Ten  thouland  ways  he  caft  in  his  confufed  thought* 

XIX. 
At  lafl,  refolving  like  a  pilgf im  poor 

To  fearch  her  forth,  where  fo  (he  might  be  fond. 

And  bearing  with  him  treafure  in  clofe  ftore. 

The  reft  he  leaves  in  ground :  So  takes  in  bond 

To  feek  her  endlong,  both  by  Tea  and  lond. 

Long  he  her  fought,  he  fought  her  far  and  near. 

And  every  where  that  he  mote  underftond. 

Of  Knights  and  Ladies  any  meetings  were. 

And  of  each  one  h«  met,  he  tidings  did  inquere* 
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But  all  in  vam,  his  woman  was  too  wife. 

Ever  to  come  into  hils  clouch  again. 

And  he  top  fimplc  ever  to  furprife 

The  jolly  Paridelly  for  all  his  pain. 

One  day,  as  he  fore-  paffed  by  the  plain 

With  weary  pace,  he  fer  away  efpide. 

A  couple  (feeming  well  to  be  his  twain) 

Which  hoved  clofc  under  a  forcft  fide. 
As  if  they  lay  in  wait,  or  elfe  themfelves  did  hide. 

XXL 
Well  weened  he,  that  thofe  the  fame  liiote  be : 

And  as  he  better  did  their  (hape  avizc. 

Him  feemed  more  their  manner  did  ^roe ; 

For  th'one  was  armed  all  in  warlike  wize. 

Whom  Xjq  be  Paridell  he  did  devize  ; 

And  th' other,  ail  yclad  in  garments,  light, 

Difcolour'd  like  to  womanilh  difguize. 

Me  did  rcfemble  to  his  Lady  bright;     . 
And  ever  his  faint  heart  much  yearned  at  che  light. 

xxn. 

And  ever  fain  he  towards  them  would  go. 
But  yft  durft  not  for  dread  approachen  nigh. 
But  flood  aloof,  unweeting  what  to  do ; 
Till  thaf  prickt  forth  with  loves  extremity. 
That  is  the  father  of  foul  jealoufie. 
He  clofely  nearer  crept,  the  truth  to  wcet : 
But,  as  he  nigher  drew,  heeafily  . 
Might  'fcern,  chat  it  was  not  his  fweeteft  fweet, 

Ne  yet  her  Belamour,  the  partner  of  his  fhcet. 

XXIIL 

But  it  was  fcornful  Br^^adocbio^ 

That  with  his  fervant  ^rmpari  hover'd  there. 
Since  late  he  fled  from  his  too  earneft  foe : 
Whom  fuch  whenas  Malbetcc  fpyed  clear. 
He  turned  back,  and  would  have  fled  arear ; 
Till  Trcmpari  running  hait'ly,  him  did  flay. 
And  bade  before  his  foveraine  Lord  appear  : 
That  was  him  loth,  yet  durfl  he  not  gain-fay. 

And  cQming  him  before,  low  louted  on  the  lay. 


tantoX.     THE  FAtkY  QUEEN.         495 

XXIV. 

The  boftfter  at  him  fternly  bent  his  brow. 
As  if  he  could  have  kilrd  him  with  his  look. 
That  to  the  ground  him  meekly  made  tb  bow. 
And  aweful  terror  deep  into  him  ft  rook, 
That  ^very  member  of  his  body  quook. 
Said  he,  thou  man  of  nought,  what  doft  thou  here. 
Unfitly  furnifht  with  thy  bag  and  book, 
Where  I  expefted  one  with  Ihield  and  fpear. 

To  prove  fome  deeds  of  arms  upon  an  equal  peer. 

.     .  XXV, 

The  wretched  man,  at  his  imperious  fpcech. 
Was  all  abafht,  and  low  proftrating,  faid  v  . 
Good  Sir,  let  not  my  rudenefs  be  a  breach 
Unto  your  patience,  ne  be  ill  ypaid  -, 
For  I  unwares  this  way  by  fortime  ftraydj 
A  filly  Pilgrim  driven  to  diftrefs. 
That  leek  a  Lady.     There  he  fuddain  ftayd. 
And  did  the  reft  with  grievous  fighs  fupprcfs. 

While  tears  ftood  in  his  eyes  (few  drops  of  bitternefs.) 

XXVL     . 

What  Lady,  man  ?  faid  Trcmpart^  take  good  heart,   ' 
And  tell  thy  grief,  if  any  hidden  lye ; 
Was  never  better  time  to  fliew  thy  fmart 
Than  how,  that  noble  fuccour  is  thee  by. 
That  is  the  whole  worlds  common  remedy. 
That  chearful  word  his  weak  heart  much  did  chear. 
And  with  vain  hope  his  ipirits  faint  fupply. 
That  bold  he  faid  •,  O  moft  redoubted  Peer, 

Vouchfafc  with  mild  regard  a  wretches  cafe  to  hear, 

XXVII. 

Then  fighing  fore.  It  is  not  long,  faid  he. 
Since  I  cnjoy'd  the  gentleft  Dame  alive ; 
Of  whom  a  Knight,  no  Knight  at  all  perdec^ 
But  fliame  of  all  that  do  for  honour  ftrive, 
By  treacherous  deceipt  did  me  deprive  j 
Through  open' out- rage  he  her  bore  away,  * 
And  with  foul  force  unto  his  will  did  drive. 
Which  ail  good  Ktlights,  that  arms  do  bear  this  day. 

Are  bound  for  to  revenge,  and  punilh  if  they  may! 
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XXVIII. 

And  you  Cmoft  nobl«  Lord)  that  can  and  dare 
Redrefs  the  wrong  of  miferabic  wight. 
Cannot  employ  your  mofl:  victorious  fpear 
In  better  quarrel,  than  defence  of  right. 
And  for  a  Lady  'gainft  a  faithlefs  Knight  ( 
So  {hall  your  glory  be  advanced  much. 
And  all  tair  Ladies  magnify  your  might. 
And  eke  my  felf  (albe  I  fimple  fuch) 

Your  worthy  pain  Ihall  well  reward  with  guerdon  rich. 

XXIX. 

With  that,  out  of  his  bouget  forth  he  drew 
Great  ftore  of  treafure,  there- with  him  to  tempt ; 
But  he  on  it  lookt  fcornfuUy  afkew. 
As  much  difdeigning  to  be  fo  mifdempt. 
Or  a  war-monger  to  be  bafely  nempt ; 
And  faid ;  Thy  offers  bafe  I  greatly  loath. 
And  eke  thy  words  uncourteous  and  unkempt ; 
I  tread  in  dull  thee  and  thy  money  both. 

That,  were  it  not  for  Ihame ;  So  turned  from  him  wroth. 

XXX. 

But  Trompartt  that  his  mailers  humour  knew. 
In  lofty  looks  to  hide  an  humble  mind. 
Was  inly  tickled  with  that  golden  view. 
And  in  his  ear  him  rounded  clofe  behind  : 
Tet  ftoopt  he  not,  but  lay  ilill  in  the  liwd. 
Waiting  advantage  on  the  prey  to  feife  ^ 
Till  Trompari  lowly  to  the  ground  inclined* 
Befought  him  his  great  courage  to  appofe. 

And  pardon  fimple  man>  that  ram  did  him  difpleafe. 

XXXL 

Big  looking,  like  a  doughty  Doutepere, 
At  laft  he  thus  j  Thou  clod  of  vileft  clay, 
I  pardon  yield,  and  with  thy  rudenefs  bear  ^ 
But  weet  henceforth,  that  all  that  golden  prey. 
And  all  that  elie  the  vain  world  vaunten  may, 
I  loath  as  dung,  ne  deem  my  due  reward : 
Fame  i$  my  meed,  and  glory  vertucs  pay. 
But  minds  of  mortal  men  are  muchell  mar'd. 

And  mQv'd  amifs  with  mafile  mucks  unmeet  regard. 
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XXXII. 

And  moffCy  I  grant  to  thy  ^cat  mifery 

Gracious  rcQ)eftt  thy  wUo  Cball  back  be  foot : 
And  that  vile  Knighr»  whoevtr  that  he  be^ 
Which  hath  thy  Lady  refc>  and  knighthood  fbfiJOXf 
By  Sanglaimrt  my  iword»  wfaoic  deadlf  dent 
The  blood  hath  of  fo  many  thoufands  flied, 
I  fwear»  ert  long  Audi  dearly  it  repent ; 
Ne  he  twixt  heaven  and  earth  (hall  hide  his  head. 

But  foon  he  fliaU  be  found,  and  (hortly  doen  be  dead. 

XXXIII. 

The  foolifh  man  thereat  woxe  wondrous  blith, 
As  if  the  word  fo  fpoken  were  half  done^ 
And  humbly  thanked  him  a  thoufand  fith. 
That  had  from  death  to  life  him  newly  won. 
Tho  forth  the  boafter  marching,  brave  begun 
His  ftolen  deed  to  thunder  furioufly» 
As  if  he  heaven  and  hdi  would  over  run. 
And  all  the  world  confound  with  cruelty. 

That  much  Maikcta  joyed  in  his  joUity« 

XXXIV. 

Thus  long  they  three  together  travelled. 

Through  many  a  woody  and.many  an  uncouth  way^ 
To  feek  his  wife,  that  was  far  wandered^ 
But  thofe  two  fought  nought  but  theprefent  prey. 
To  weet  the  treafure^  which  he  did  bewray, 
On  which  their  eft$  and  hearts  w^e  wholly  kt^ 
With  purpofe  how  they  might  it  beft  betray  i 
For  iith  the  hour  that  firft  he  did  them  let 

Theiame  behohU  there-with  their  keen  defires  were  whet« 

XXXV. 

It  fortuned  as  they  together  far'dy 
They  fpide  where  Parideii  came  pricking  faft 
Upon  the  plain ^  the  which  himfelf  prepai'd 
To  giuft  with,  that  brave  ftranger  Knight  a  cailt 
As  on  adventure  by  the  way  he  paft  : 
Alone  he  rode  wiiihovit  his  paragone ; 
For  having  61fiht  her  b^Ibs,  her  up  he  caft 
To  the  wide  worU»  and  let  her  fly  alone. 

He.  nfauld  i»  dog'd*.    So  had  he  fer ved  many  one. 
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XXXVL 

The  g^Qtle  Lady;  loofe  at  random  left. 
The  green* wood  long  did  walk,  and  wander  wide 
At  wild  adventure,  Hke  a  forlorn  weft, 
TiU4»i  a  day  the  Satfrs  her  efpide 
Straying  alone  withouten  groom  or  guide : 
Her  up  they  took,  and  with  them  home  her  Ied» 
With  them  as  houfewife  ever  to  abide. 
To  milk  their  Goats,  and  make  them  cbeefeand  breads 

And  every  one  as  common  good  her  handeled. 

XXXVII. 

That  (hortfy  (he  Ma&ecco  has  forgot. 
And  eke  Sir  ParideHy  all  were  he  dear ; 
Who  from  her  went  to  feek  another  lot. 
And  now  (by  fortune)  was  arrived  here. 
Where  tbofe  two  guiiers  with  MaWecco  were : 
Soon  as  the  old  man  faw  Sir  ParideU^ 
He  fainted,  and  was  almoft  dead  with  fear, 
Ne  word  he  had  to  fpeak,  his  grief  to  tell. 

But  to  him  louted  low,  and  greeted  goodly  well. 

xxxvin. 

And  after  afked  him  for  Heflenoriy 

I  take  no  keep  of  her,  faid  ParidiU : 

She  wooneth  in  the  foreft  there  before. 

So  forth  he  rode,  as  his  adventure  fcU ; 

The  whiles  the  boafter  from  his  lofty  fdl ' 

Feign'd  to  alight,  fomething  amifs  to  mend  ; 

But  the  frefh  fwain  would  not  his  leifure  dwell. 

But  went  his  way  \  whom  when  he  pai&d  kend. 
He  up  remounted  light;  and  after  feigned  to  wencL 

XXXIX. 
Ferdy  nay,  faid  Malbem^  (hall  ye  not : 

But  let  him  pafs  as  lightly  as  ha  came : 

For  little  good  of  him  is  to  be  sot. 

And  mickle  peril  to  be  put  to  mame. 

But  let  us  go  to  feek  my  deareft  Dame, 

Whom  he  hath  left  in  yonder  foreft  wild : 

For  of  her  fafety  in  great  doubt  I  ann 

Left  falvage  beafts  her  perfon  hitre  defpoil'd : 
The^  all  the  worki  is  loft,  and  we  iii  itiun  have  toird. 


CantbX.     THE  FAIRY  QJJEEN.         497 

They  all  agree,  and  forward  tbem'addrcft : 
Ah !  but  iaid  ctafty  Trompart^  weet  ye  welly 
That  yonder  in  that  waibfbl  wildernefs 
Huge  monfters  haunt,  and  nvihy  dangers  dwell  ^ 
Dragons,  and  Minotaurs,  and  fiends  of  hell, 
And  many  wild  wood'^men,  which  rob  and  rend 
All  travellers ;  therefore  advife  ye  well. 
Before  ye  enterprife  that  way  to  wend : 
One  nuy  his  journey  bring  too  foon  to.  evil  end«^ 

XLI. 
Malbecco  ftopt  in  great  aftonifhment,    ' 
And  with  pale  eyes  faft  fixed  on  the  reft. 
Their  counfel  crav'd,  in  danger  imminent. 
S^XiiXrmitpariy  You  that  are  the  moft  oppifeft 
With  burden  of  great  treafure,  I  think  oeft 
Here  for  to  ftay  in  fafety  behind  ; 
My  Lord  and  I  will  fearch  the  wide  foreft. 
That  counfel  pleafed  not  Mi^ecco^%  mind  ; 
For  he  was  much  afiraid,  himfelf  alone  to  find* 

XLU; 
Then  is  it  beft,  faid  he,  that  ye  do  leave '      ^ 
Your  treafure  here  in  fome  iecurity. 
Either  faft  clofed  in  fome  hollow  grave. 
Or  buried  in  the  ground  from  jeopardy^ 
Till  we  return  again  in  fafety  : 
As  for  us  two,  left  doubt  of  us  ye  have. 
Hence  far  away  we  will  blindfolded  lye, 
Ne  privy  be  unto  your  treafures  grave. 
It  pleafed :  fo  he  did,  then  they  march  forward  brave*  * 

.  XLIII. 
Now  when  amid  the  thickeft  woods  thcy^  were. 
They  heard  a  noife  of  many  bagpipes  fhrill, 
And  ihrieking  hububs  them  approaching  near, 
Which  all  the  foreft  did  with  horrour  fill : 
That  dreadful  found  the  boafters  heart  did  thrill. 
With  fuch  amazement,  that  in  hafte  he  fied, 
Ne  ever  looked  back  for  good  or  ill. 
And.  after  him  eke  fearful  Trompari  fped ; 
The  old  man  could  not  fly,  but  fell  to  ground  half  dead. 
Vol.  L  I  i 
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XLIV. 

Yet  afterwards,  clofe  creepina  as  he  might; 
He  in  a  bulh  did  hide  his  tearful  head : 
The  jolly  Satyrs^  full  ^fidh  delight. 
Came  dancing  forth,  and  with  them  nimbly  led 
Fair  Bdkmre^  with  floods  all  befpred, 
"Whom  their  May*lady  they  had  newly  made : 
She  proud  of  that  new  honour,  which  they  itad» 
And  of  their  loirely  fellowihip  full  glad. 

Danced  lively,  and  her  face  did  with  a  Laurel  fliade* 

XLV. 

The  filly  man  that  in  the  thicket  lay. 
Saw  all  this  goodly  fport,  and  gneved  fore. 
Yet  durfl:  he  not  againft  it  do  or  fay. 
But  did  his  heart  with  bitter  thoughts  engore^ 
To  fee  th'unkindnefs  of  his  HdUnan. 
All  day  they  danced  with  great  luftihed. 
And  with  their  horned  feet  the  green  grafs  wor^ 
The  whiles  their  Goats  upon  the  bfx)uzes  fed. 

Till  drooping  Pbtgbus  'gan  to  hide  his  golden  head* 

XLVI. 

Tho  up  they  'gan  their  merry  pipes  t9  trufs. 
And  all  their  goodly  herds  did  gather  round  i 
But  every  Saiyr  firft  did  give  a  bufs 
To  Hellenore:  fo  bufles  did  abound. 
Now  'gan  the  humid  vapour  Ihed  the  ground 
With  pearly  dew,  and  the  earths  gloomy  ftiade 
Did  dim  the  brightnefs  of  the  welkin  round 
That  every  bird  and  bead  awarned  made 

To  Ihroud  themfelves,  whiles  fleep  their  fenles  did  invade. 

XLVII. 

Which  when  MaJhecco  faw,  out  of  the  buih 
Upon  his  hands  and  feet  he  crept  full  light. 
And  like  a  Goat  emongft  the  Goats  did  rufli. 
That  through  the  help  of  his  fair  horns  on  height. 
And  mifty  damp  of  mifconceiving  night. 
And  eke  through  likenefs  of  his  goatiih  beard. 
He  did  the  better  counterfeit  aright : 
So  home  he  marcht  emongft  the  horned  herd. 

That  none  of  all  the  Satyrs  him  efpide  or  heard. 
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XLVm- 

At  night,  when  all  tkcy  went  to  fletfp,  he  viewd^ 
Wherc-as  his  lovely  Wife  emongft  them  lay. 
Embraced  of  a  Sstyr  rough  and  rude, 
Who  all  the  night  did  mind  his  joyous  play  : 
Nine  times  be  beard  Urn  come  aloft  ere  day. 
That  all  his  heart  with  jealoufie  did  fwell  \ 
But  yet  that  nights  enftmpte  did  bewray. 
That  not  for  nought  his  Wife  them  lov*d  fo  Well, 

When  one  fo  oft  a  night  did  ring  his  matins  belL 

XLIX. 

So  dofely  as  he  could,  he  to  them  crept. 
When  weary  of  their  fport  to  fleep  they  fell ; 
And  to  his  Wife,  that  now  full  foundly  (kpc. 
He  whifper*d  in  her  ear,  and  did  her  tell. 
That  it  was  he,  which  by  her  fide  did  dwell. 
And  therefore  prav'd  her  wake,  to  hear  him  plain* 
As  one  out  of  a  dream  not  waked  well. 
She  tumd  her,  and  returned  back  again  : 

Yet  her  for  to  awake  be  did  the  more  conftrain. 

L. 

At  laft  with  irkfome  trouble  Ihe  abraid  ; 
And  then  perceiving  that  it  was  indeed 
Her  old  Malbeccoj  which  did  her  upbrakl, 
With  loofenefs  of  her  love,  and  loathly  deed. 
She  was  aftonifht  with  exceeding  dreed, 
And  would  have  wakt  the  Sa^  by  her  fide } 
But  he  her  prayd,  for  mercy,  or  for  meed^ 
To  fave  his  life,  ne  let  him  be  defer ide. 

But  barken  to  bis  lore,  and  all  bis  counfel  hide. 

LI. 

Tho  *gan  he  her  perfuade,  to  leave  that  lewd 
And  loathfome  life,  of  God  and  man  abhord, 
And  home  return,  where  all  (hould  be  renewd 
With  perfect  peace,  and  bands  of  frelh  accord. 
And  fhe  received  again  to  bed  and  bord. 
As  if  no  trefpafs  ever  bad  been  done  : 
But  (he  it  ail  refufed  at  one  word. 
And  by  no  nveans  would  to  his  will  be  won. 

But  chofe  emongft  the  jolly  Saiyrs  ftill  (o  wonne. 

li  2 
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LIL  .: 

He  wooed  her,  dll  day  fpring  he  efpide ; 
But  all  in  vain :  and  then  turned  to  the  herd. 
Who  butted  him  with  horns  on  every  fide. 
And  trode  down  in  the  dirt,  where  his  hore  beard 
Was  fouly  dight,  and  he  of  death  afrcard. 
Early  before  the  heavens  faireft  It^t 
Out  of  the  ruddy  Eaft  was  fully  reared. 
The  herds  out  cf  their  folds  were  loofed  quight, 
.And  he  cmongft  the  reft  crept  forth  in  forry  pt^ht. 

LIII. 

So  foon  as  he  the  prifon  door  did  pals^ 
He  ran  as  faft  as  both  his  feet  could  bear. 
And  never  looked  who  behind  him  was, 
Ne  fcarcely  who  before :  like  as  a. Bear 
That  creeping  clofe,  emongft  the  hives  to  rear 
An  hony-comb,  ^he  wakeful  dogs  efpy. 
And  him  afTailing,  lore  his  carcafs  tear. 
That  hardly  he  with  life  away  does  fly, 

Ne  ftays,  till  fafe  hinsifclf  he  fee  from  jeopardy.    . 

LIV. 

Ne  ftayd  he,  till  l^  came  unto  the  place 
Where  late  his  treafure  he  entombed  had ; 
Where  when  he  found  jt  not  (for  Trompart  hafc 
Had  it  purloined  for  his  maifter  bad :) 
With  excream  fury  he  became  quite  mad. 
And  ran  away,  ran  with,  himfelt  away  : 
That  whofo  ftrangelyhad  him  feen  beftad. 
With  upftart  hair^  and  ftaring  eyes  difmay^ 

From  Dmio  lakc.ljim  late  cfcaped  fure  would  fay. 

LV. 

High  over  hills  and  over  dales  he  fled. 

As  if  the  wind  him  on  his  wings  had  borne, 
Ne  bank  nor  bulh  could  ftay  him,  when  he  fpcd 
His  nimble  feet,  as  treading  ftill  on  thorn : 
Grief,  and  defpight,  and  jealoufie,  and  fcorn 
Did  all  the  way  him  follow  hard  behind : 
And  he  himfclf,  himfelf  loath*d  fo  forlorn,  . 
So  Ihamefuliy  forlorn  of  womankind  ; 

That,  as  a  Snake,  ilill  lurked  in  Ws .wounded  mind. 
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LVI. 

Still  fled  he  forward,  looking  backward  ftiU, 
Ne  ilayd'  his  flight,  nor  fearful  agony. 
Till  that  he  camb  unto  a  rocky  hill. 
Over  the  fea  fufpended  dreadfully. 
That  living  creature  it  would  terrify 
To  look  adown, . or  upward  to  the  height: 
From  thence  he  threw  himfelf  defpiteoufly, 
AH  defperate  of  his  fore-damned  fpright. 

That  feem'd  no  help  for  hitjfi  was  left  in  living  fight. 

LVII. 

But  through  long  angmfli,  and  ielf-murdring  thou^V 
He  was  fo  wafted  and  fore-pined  quight. 
That  all  his  fubftadce  was  confum'd  to  nought. 
And  nothing  left,  but  like  an  airy  Spright, 
That  on  the  rqcks  he  fell  fo  flit  and  light. 
That  he  thereby  received  no  hurt  at  all. 
But  chanced  on  a  craggy  cliff  to  light ; 
Whence  he  with  crool^d  claws  fo  long  did  crawll. 

That  at  the  laft  he  found  a  cave  with  entrance  fmall. 

LVIII. 

Into  the  fame  he  creeps,  and  thcnce-forth  there 
Refolv'd  to  build  his  baleful  manfion. 
In  dreary  darknefs,  and  continual  fear 
Of  that  rocks  fall ;  which  ever  and  anon 
Threats  with  huge  ruin  him  to  fall  upon. 
That  he  dare  never  fleep,  but  that  one  eyft 
St  ill.  ope  he  keeps  for  that  occafion  5 
Nc  ever  refts  he  in  tranquillity. 

The  roaring  billows  beat  his  bowre  fo  boiftroufly. 

LIX. 

Ne  ever  is  he  wont  on  ought  to  feed. 

But  Toads  and  Frogs  (his  pafture  poifonousj 
Which  in  his  cold  complexion  do  breed 
A  filthy  blood,  or  humour  rancorous. 
Matter  of  doubt  and  dr^ad  fufpicious. 
That  doth  with  carelefs  care  confume  the  heart. 
Corrupts  the  ftomach  with  gall  vicious, 
Crofs-cuts  the  liver  with  internal  fmart. 

And  doth  transfix  the  foul  with  deaths  eternal  dart. 

lis 
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LX. 

Yet  can  he  never  dyc»  but  dying  litc«. 
And  dodi  him  fdf  with  forrow  new  fuftain^ 
That  death  and.  life  attonce  unto  him  gives^ 
And  painful  pleafure  turns  to  plealing  pauu 
There  dwells  he  ever,  miferable  fwain» 
Hateful  both  to  himfelf^  tnd  every  wight ; 
Where  he  through  privy  grief,  and  horrour  vain. 
Is  woxen  fo  deform'd»  that  he  has  quig^t 

JForgdt  he  was  a  man»  and  JUbnifie  is  hi^t. 
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CANTO   XI. 

Britomart  tbacetb  011yphtnt» 

Finds  Scudamour  diftrt^: 
\jlffafs  the  haufi  of  Bufirane, 

if^bere  Loves  fpoils  arc  cxfrcA* 

I. 

O  Hateful  hdlifh  Snake,  what  fury  firil: 
Brought  thee  from  baleful  houfe  of  Proferpim^ 
Where  in  her  bofom  Ihe  thee  long  had  nurft» 
And  foftred  up  with  bitter  milk  of  tine. 
Foul  jealoufie,  that  turneft  Love  divine 
To  joylq^  dread,  and  mak'ft  the  loving  heart 
With  hateful  thoughts  to  languilh  and  to  [nne^ 
And  feed  it  felf  with  ielf^conluming  fmart  i 

Of  all  the  paffions  in  the  mind  thou  vileft  arc 

IL 

O  !  let  him  far  be  banifhed  away. 

And  in  his  dead  let  Love  for  ever  dwell  i 
Sweet  Love  that  doth  his  golden  wings  embay 
In  blcflcd  Neftar,  and  pure  plcafures  W'cll, 
Untroubled  of  vile  fear,  or  bitter  fclh 
And  ye  fair  Ladies,  that  your  kingdoms  make 
In  th*hearts  of  men,  them  govern  wifely  well. 
And  of  fair  Britomart  enfample  take, 

^hat  was  as  true  in  love,  as  Turtle  to  her  matt. 
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III. 

]Who  with  Sir  Satyrmi  (as  ctrftye  read) 

Forth  riding  from  Malbfcco^s  hoftlefs  houle. 

Far  off  efpide  a  young  man,  the  which  fled 

From  an  huge  Giant,  that  with  hideous 

And  hateful  out-rag6  long  him  chacad  cbusi 

It  was  that  Otfypbani^  the  brother  dear 

Of  that  Argmte  vile  and  vicious. 

From  whom  the  f fan  of  Dames  was  reft  whyleie  t 

Thus  all  as  bad  as  ibe,  and  worfe^  if  woric  OMkh(  werai 

IV.  .      .-IP-      ^ 

For  as  the  fifler  did  in  feminine 

And  filthy  iuft  exceed  all  woman-kind^ 
So  he  furpaiied  his  fex  mafculine. 
In  beaftly  ufe  all  I  did  ever  6nd  \ 
Whom  whenas  BrifomarS  beheld  behind 
Th^  fearful  boy  fo  greedily  purfue. 
She  was  emmoved  in  her  noble  rnind^ 
T'imploy  her  puiflance  to  his  refcue. 

And  pric.ked  fiercely  forward,  where  Ihe  him  did  view;^ 

V. 

Ne  was  Sir  Saiyrsne  her  far  behind. 
But  with  like  fiercenefs  did  enfue  the  chace : 
Whom  when  the  Giant  faw,  he  foon  refign*d 
His  former  fuit,  and  from  them  fled  apace; 
They  after  both,  and  boldly  bade  him  bace. 
And  each  did  ftrive  the  other  to  out-go : 
But  he  them  both  out-ran  a  wondrous  fpace  i 
For  he  was  long  and  fwift  as  any  Roe, 

And  now  made  better  (peed,  t'efcape  his  feared  foe. 

VI. 

It  wa  s  not  Satyrane  whom  he  did  fear. 
But  Britomarty  the  fiowre  of  chaftity  ; 
For  he  the  powre  of  chafte  hands  might  not  bear^ 
But  always  did  their  dread  encounter  fly ; 
And  now  fo  fall:  his  feet  he  did  apply. 
That  hp  was  gotten  to  a  forefl:  near. 
Where  he  is  flirouded  in  fecurity : 
The  wood  they  enter,  and  fearch  every  where. 

They  fearched  divcrfly  j  fo  both  divided  were. 

Ii4 
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vii. 

Fair  Britomart  f6  long  him  followed. 
That  fhe  at  laft  came  to  a  fountain  (hear. 
By  which  there  lay  a  Knight  all  sallowed 
Upon  the  grafly  ground,  and  by  him  near 
His  habeneon,  his  helmet  and  his  fpear ; 
A  little  off,  his  fhield  was  rudely  thrown. 
On  whch  the  winged  boy  in  colours  clear 
Depainted  was,  full  eafie  to  be  known, 

{And  he  thereby,  where-ever  it  in  field  was  fhown. 

VIIL 

His  face  upon  the  ground  did  groveling  lye. 
As  if  he  had  been  (liimbring  in  the  (hade. 
That  the  brave  maid  would  not  for  courtefy. 
Out  of  his  quiet  flumber  him  abrade. 
Nor  feem  too  fuddainly  him  to  invade : 
Still  as  (he  flood,  (he  heard  with  grievous  throb 
Him  groan,  as  if  his  heart  were  pieces  made. 
And  with  moft  painful  pangs  to  ugh  and  fob, 

.That  pity  did  the  virgins  heart  of  patience  rob. 

IX. 

At  laft  forth  breaking  into  bitter  plaints. 

He  faid :  O  foveraine  Lord  that  litft  on  high. 

And  reign'ft  in  blifs  emongft  thy  blefied  Saints, 

How  fuiFreft  thou  fuch  fhamcful  cruelty. 

So  long  unwreaked  of  thine  cnemy^? 

Or  haft  thou,  Lord,  of  good  mens  caufc  no  heed  ? 

Or  doth  thy  juflice  fleep,  and  filent  lye  ? 

What  bootech  then  the  good  and  righteous  deed. 

If  goodnefs  find  no  grace,  nor  righteoufnefs  no  meed  ? 

X. 

If  good  find  grace  J  and  righteoufnefs  reward. 
Why  then  is  Amortt  in  caitive  band, 
Sith  that  more  bounteous  creature  never  far*d 
On  foot  upon  the  face  of  living  land  ? 
Or  if  that  heavenly  juftice  may  wtthftand 
The  wrongful  out-rage  of  unrighteous  men. 
Why  then  is  Bufirane  with  wicked  hand 
SufFred,  thefe  feven  months  day,  in  fecret  deix 

^ly  Lady- and  my  Love  fo  cruelly  to  pen  ? 
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XL 

My  Lady  tfid  my  Love,  is  cru'lly  pend 
In  doleful  darknefs  from  the  viev^  of  day, 
Whilft  deadly  tormeiits  do  her  chafte  breaft  rend, 
An4  the  (haip  ftee)  doth  rive  her  heart  in  tway. 
All  for  Ihe  Scudam0iir^  witl  not  denay. 
Yet  thoUy  vile  man,  vile  Scudamour,  art  found, 
Ne  cunft  her  aid,  ne  canft  her  foe  difmay ; 
Unworthy  wretch  to  crcad  upon  the  ground. 

For  whom  fo  fair  a  Lady  feels  fo  fore  a  wound; 

XII. 

There  an  huge  heap  of  (ingulfs  did  opprefs 

His  ftruKling  (bul,  and  fwelling  throbs  empeach 
Hia  Toltnng  tongue  with  pangs  of  drerinds, 
Choaking  the  remnant  of  his  plaintif  Ipeech, 
As  if  his  days  were  come  to  their  laft  reach. 
Which  when  flie  heard,  and  faw  the  ghaftly  fit, 
Tbreatning  into  his  life  to  make  a  breach. 
Both  with  grear  ruth  and  terrour  (he  was  fmit. 

Fearing  left  from  her  cage  the  weary  foul  would  flit. 

XIII. 

Tho  ftooping  down,  fhe  hini  amoved  light ; 
Who  there-with  fome-what  ftarting,  up  'gan  look. 
And  feeing  him  behind  a  ftranger  Knight, 
Whereas  no  living  creature  he  miftook. 
With  great  indignancc  he  that  fight  forfook. 
And  down  again  himfelf  difdainfuUy 
Abjefting,  th'earth  with  his  fair  forhead  ftrook : 
Which  the  bold  virgin  feeing,  •gan  apply 

Fit  medcine  to  his  grief,  aild  fpeak  thus  courteoufly, 

XIV. 

Ah !  gentle  Knight,  whofe  deep  conceived  grief 
Well  feems  t'  exceed  th*  powre  of  patience. 
Yet  if  that  heavenly  grace  fome  good  relief 
You  fend,  fubmit  you  to  high  providence  ; 
And  ever,  in  your  noble  heart  prepenfc. 
That  all  the  forrow  in  the  world  is  lefs 
Than  vertues  might,  and  values  confidence : 
For  who  nill  bide  the  burden  of  diftrefs, 

Muft  not  here  think  to  live^  for  life  is  wrctchcdnefs. 
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3CV. 

Therefore  f fkir  Sir^  do  comfort  io  yw  tfkeg: 
And  free]y  read,  what  wickied  felon  £> 
Hath  ooc-rag'd  yoM,  and  thrak)  your  Kcotie  make; 
Perhaps  this  hand  ^ay  help  to  eafe  your  woe^ 
And  wreak  your  foirow  on  J9W  oii^  f(^ 
At  leaft,  it  fair  endeavour  will  apply.    - 
Thofe  feeling  words  fo  near  the  quick  4id  gp^ 
That  v^  his  head  he  reared  eafily ; 

And  leaning  on  his  «ibow,  thefe  few.  WQt^  kt  fly« 

xvi; 

What  boots  ir 'plain  that  cannoe  be^redroftf 
And  fow  vain  forrow  in  a  fruitlefs  ear, 
Sich  powre  of  hand,  nor  flcill  of  learned  bital^ 
Ne  worldly  price  cannot  redeem  my  dftar. 
Out  o(  her  thraldome,  and  continual  fear  9 
For  he  (the  tyrant)  which  her  hath  in  ward 
By  ftrong  enchantments,  and  black  tnagick  latr. 
Hath  in  a  dungeon  deep  her  clofe  efflbard, 

Aud  many  dreadlul  fiends  hath  pointed  to  her  guard. 

XVII. 

There  he  tormenteth  her  moft  terribly. 
And  day  and  night  afflids  with  mortal  paint 
Becaufe  to  yield  him  love  flie  doth  deny, 
Once  to  me  yold,  not  to  be  yold  again ; 
But  yet  by  torture  he  would  her  conftrain 
Love  to  conceive  in  her  difdainful  bread  ; 
Till  fo  ibe  do,  fhe  muft  in  dool  remain, 
Ne  may  by  living  means  be  thence  releaft : 

What  boots  it  then  to  'plain,  that  cannpt  be  redrtft? 

XVIII. 

With  this  fad  herfal  of  his  heavy  ftrefs. 
The  warlike  Damzel  was  empalfion'd  fore. 
And  faid;  Sir  Knight,  your  caufe  is  nothing  leis 
Than  is  your  forrow  ccrtes  if  not  flu>re  > 
For  nothing  fo  much  pity  doth  imiploie. 
As  gentle  Ladies  helplefs  mifery. 
But  yet,  if  pleafe  ye  liften  to  my  lore, 
1  will  (with  proof  of  1^  extremity.) 

Deliver  her  from  thence,  or  with  her  for  you  dye; 
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XIX, 
Ah!  gentleft  Kniglit  alhre,  htd  SeudamoMr  i* 

Wiuc  bug^  heroick  magianimity 

Dwells  in  thy  bouaceous  breaft  ?  whatcouldft  thou'moi^ 

If  ihe  were  thine,  and  tfaou  as  now  am  I  ? 

O  fpare  thy  happy  days,  and  them  apply 

To  better  buot,.  but  let  me  dye  that  ought ; 

More  is  more  lofs :  one  is  enough  to  dye. 

Life  is  not  loft  ^  faid  Ihe,  for  which  is  bought 
Eodkla  renown,  that  more  than  death  is  to  be  fought* 


Thus  (he  at  length  perfuaded  him  to  riie. 
And  with  her  wend,  to  fee  what  new  fucceft 
Mote  him  befall  upon  new  encerprife. 
His  arms,  which  he  had  vow'd  to  difprofefi. 
She  gathered  up,  and  did  about  him  dreis. 
And  his  forwandred  fteed  unto  him  got : 
So  forth  they  both  yfere  make  their  prc^efs. 
And  march  not  paft  the  mounc'naunce  of  a  (hot. 

Till  they .  arrived,  whereas  their  purpofe  they  did  plot. 

XXI. 

There  they  difinounting,  drew  then*  weapons  bold. 
And  ftoutly  came  unto  the  caftle  gate ; 
Whereas  no  gate  they  found  them  to  with-hold. 
Nor  ward  to  wait  at  morn  and  evening  late ; 
But  in  the  porch  (that  did  them  fore  amate) 
A  flaming  fire  ymixt  with  fmouldry  fmoke. 
And  (linking  fulphure,  that  with  griefly  hate 
And  dreadful  horrour  did  all  entrance  choke. 

Enforced  them  their  forward  footing  to  revoke. 

XXII. 

Greatly  thereat  wa)  Britomart  difmay^d, 

Ne  in  that  ftownd  wift  how  her  fclf  to  bear; 
For  danger  vain  it  were  to  have  ailayd 
That  cruel  element,  which  all  thing.s  fear, 
Ne  none  can  fuffer  to  approachen  near  : 
And  turning  back  to  Scudamottr^  thus  faid ; 
What  mbnftrous  enmity  provoke  we  here. 
Fool-hardy  2k  th'Earths  children,  the  which  made 
Battle  againft  the  God;  ?  fo  we  a  God  invade* 
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XXIIL 
Danger  without  difcTcEion  toattempt,  ^ 

InglorioQs,  beaft-likeis:  tbcnsfore.  Sir  Knight^ 
:  Aread  what  courfe  of  you  is  fafeft  detnpt. 
And  how  we  with  our  foe  may  come  to  fight. 
This  is,  quoth  he,  die  dolorous  defpight. 
Which  carfl  to  you  I  plain'd :  for  neither,  may 
This  fire  h£  quencht  by  any  wit  or  nfight, 
Ne  yet  by  any  means  removed  awkty. 
So  mighty  be  th'encfaaumments  which  the  fame  do  ftay, 

XXIV. 

What  is  there  elfe,  but  ceafe  tbeie  fruitlefs  pains^ 
And  leave  me  to  my  former  languifhing  ? 
Fair  Amoret  muft  dwell  in  wicked  chains. 
And  Scfidamur  here  dye  with  forrowing. 
Perdy  not  fo,  faid  (he ;  for  fhameful  thing 
It  were  t'abandon  noble  cherifaunce. 
For  fhew  of  peril,  without  venturing : 
Rather  let  try  extremities  of  chauqce. 

Than  enterprifed  praife  for  df cssd  to-  difavwnoe. 

XXV.. 

There-with  rcfolv*d  to  prove  her  utmoft  inight,  " 
Her  ample  Ihicld  flie  threw  before  her  face. 
And  (her  fwords  point  dire&ing  forward  right) 
A  flat  I'd  the  Same,  the  which  ettfoons  gave  place. 
And  did  itfelf  divide  with  equal  fpace. 
That  through  (he  pafled;  as  a  thunder-bolt 
Pierceth  the  yielding  air,  and  doth  difplace 
The  foaring  clouds  into  fad  (howres  ymolt  \ 

So  to  heryold  the  flames,  and  did  their  force  revolt. 

XXVI. 

Whom  whenas  Scudamour  law  paft  the  fire. 
Safe  ai^  untoucht,  he  likewife  'gan  ailky » 
With  greedy  will,  and  envious  defire. 
And  bade  the  itubborn  flames  to  yield  him  way : 
But  cruel  Mukiber  would  not  obey 
His  threatful  pride ;  but  did  the  more  augment 
His  mighty  rage,  and  with  imperious  fway 
Him  forced  (n:aulgrej  his  fiercenefe  to  relent. 

And  back  retire,  ail  fcorcht  and  pit^ully  brent. 
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XXVII-  . 

With  huge  impatience  he  inly  fwelt* 

More  for  great  forrpw  that  he  could  not  pafs,  . 

Than  for  the  burning  torment  which  he  felt. 

That  with  fell  woodnefs  he  effierccd  was. 

And  wilfully  him  throwing  on  the  grafs. 

Did  beat  and  bounfe  his  head  and  breaft  full  fore  : 

The. whiles  the  championefs  now  entred  has 

The  utmoft  room,  and  pad  the  formoft  dore. 

The  utmoft  room  abounding  with  all  precious  ftorc« 

XXVIIL 

For  round  about,  the  walls  yclothed  were 
With  goodly  arras  of  great  majefty. 
Woven  with  gold  and  filk  fo  clofe  and  near. 
That  the  rich  metal  lurked  privily. 
As  feigning  to  be  hid  from  envious  eye ; 
Yet  here,  and  there,  and  every  where  unwares 
It  fhew'd  it  felf,  and  (hone  unwillingly ; 
Like  a  difcolour'd  Snake,  whofc  hidden  fnares  [claiw. 

Through  the  groengrafs,  his  long  bright  burniiht  back  de« 

XXIX. . 

And  in  thofe  tapets  wercn  faihioned 

Many  fair  pourtraidts,  and  many  a  fair  feat: 
And  all  of  Love,  and  all  of  lufty-hed. 
As  Teemed  by  their  femblaunt,  did  entreat ; 
And  eke  all  Cupids  wars  they  did  repeat. 
And  cruel  battles,  which  he  whylome  fought 
Gainft  all  the  Gods,  to  make  his  empire  great ; 
Befides  the  huge  maflacnes,  which  he  wrouglu 

On  mighty  Kings  and  Kefars,  into  thraldom  brought* 

XXX. 

Therein  was  writ,  how  often  thundring  Jov^ 
Had  felt  the  point  of  his  heart-piercing  dart^ 
And  leaving  heavens  Kingdom  here  did  rove 
In  ftrange  difguife,  to  flake  his  fcalding  fmart ; 
Now  like  a  Ram,  fair  HeUe  to  pervarc. 
Now  like  a  Bull,  Ejurapa  to  withdraw  : 
Ah,  how  the  fearful  Ladies  tender  heart 
Did  livejy  feem  to  tremble,  when  (he  faw 

The  huge  Teas  under  her  t'obey  her  fervancs  law! 
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XXXI. 

Soon  after  that  into  a  golden  'fhowns^ 
Himfelf  he  cbang'd,  fair  Damul  to  view. 
And  through  the  roof  of  her  ftrong  brafen  towre 
Did  rain  into  her  lap  an  hony  dew. 
The  whiles  her  fbolifli  guaid,  that  little  knew 
Of  fiich  deceipt,  kept  th'  iron  dore  faft  bard. 
And  watcht,  that  none  fhould  enter,  nor  ifiue. 
Vain  was  the  watch,  and  bootlefs  all  the  ward, 

Whenas  the  God  to  golden  hue  himfelf  transfer'dL 

XXXII. 

,Then  was  he  turn'd  into  a  fnowy  Swan, 
To  win  fair  Leda  to  his  lovely  trade : 
O  wondrous  ikiil,  and  Afreet  wit  of  the  man^ 
That  her  in  DaffadiUies  fleeping  made^ 
From  fcorching  heat  her  dainty  limbs  to  (hade: 
Whiles  the  proud  Bird  ruffing  his  feathers  wide. 
And  bruihing  his  fair  breaft,  did  her  invade ; 
She  flept,  yet  *twixt  her  eye-lids  clofely  fpide. 

How  towards  her  he  rufht,  and  fmiled  at  hb  pride* 

XXXIII. 

Then  ihew'd  it,  how  the  Tbeian  SamJee^ 
Deceived  of  jealous  Jum  did  require 
To  fee  him  in  his  foveraine  mi^efty, 
Arm'd  with  his  thunder-boles  and  ligfaoiing  £re. 
Whence  dearly  Ihe  with  death  bought  her  defire. 
But  fair  ALcmena  better  match  did  make. 
Joying  his  love  in  likeneis  more  enure  ; 
Three  nights  in  one,  they  fay,  that  for  her  fake 

He  then  did  put,  her  pleafures  longer  to  partake. 

XXXIV 

Twice  was  he  feen  in  foaring  Eagles  fliape, 
And  with  wide  wings  to  beat  the  buxom  air  : 
Once  when  he  with  Jlfime  did  fcape  \ 
Again,  whenas  the  ^rtjjan  boy  fo  fair 
He  fnatch  from  Ida  bill,  and  with  him  bare : 
Wondrous  delight  it  was,  there  to  behold. 
How  the  rude  Shepherds  after  him  did  ftare. 
Trembling  through  fear  left  down  he  fallen  (houldji 

And  often  to  him  calling,  to  uke  furer  hold. 
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XXXV. 

In  Satyf^%  fliape,  Amhfa  he  fnatchc : 
And  like  aj&re,  when  he^fijiii' aOayM: 
A  (hephecd,  when  Mmufyne  he  catcht : 
And  like  a,  Serpent  Co  the  3!itasim  maid* 
Whiles  thus  on  earth  great  Jne  thefe.pageaats  playd. 
The  winged  bof  did  thruft  into  his  throne^ 
And  fcoffing  thus  unco  his  mother  faklt 
Lo»  now. the  heavens  obey  to  me  alone, 

And  take  i^e  for  their  %ttf,  whiles  Jaw  to  earth  la  ^Qne« . 

XXXVI. 

And  thout  fair  Ph^tims^  in  thy  colours  bright 
Waft  there  enwoven»  and  the  fad  dlftreis 
In  which  that  boy  thee  plunged,  for  defpight 
That  thou  bewraydft  his  mothers  wantonness 
When  (he  with  Atars  was  meynt  in  joyfulneis ; 
Forthy  he  thriid  thee  with  a  leaden  dart. 
To  love  fair  Daplme^  which  thee  loved  leis : 
Lefs  fhe  thee  lov'd,  than  was  thy  juft  defart; 

Yet  was  thy  love  her  death,  and  her  death  was. thy  fmatt. 

XXXVIL 

So  lovedft  thou  the  lufty  Hj^adfiff^ 
So  lovedft  thou  the  fair  C&rms  dear : 
Yet  both  are  of  thy  haplefs  hand  extinft, 
Yet  both  in  flowres  do  live,  and  love  thee  bear^ 
The  one  a  Paunce,  the  other  a  fweet  breare  % 
For  grief  whereof^  ye  mote  have  lively  feco 
The  God  himfelf  rending  his  golden  hair. 
And  breaking  quite  hts  girlond  ever  green. 

With  other  figns  of  forrow^  and  impatient  teen. 

XXXVIII. 

Both  for  thofe  two,  and  for  his  own  dear  fto. 
The  fon  of  Clymene  he  did  repent. 
Who  bold  to  guide  the  charet  of  the  fun, . 
Himfelf  in  thoufand  pieces  fondly  rent. 
And  all  the  world  with  flafhing  Here  brent. 
So  like,  that  all  the  walls  did  k^m  to  flame*. 
Yet  cruel  Cupid^  not  herewith  content, 
ForcM  him  eftfoons  to  follow  other  £a^ie. 

And  love  a  Shepherds  daughter  for  his  dearelt  Dame. 
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XXXIX. 

He  loved  IffS  for  his  deareft  Dame,  '. 
And  for  her  fake  her  cattle  fed  awhile. 
And  for  her  fake  a  cow-herd  vile  becaOM^ 
The  fervant  oiAdrntuSj  cow-herd  vile. 
Whiles  that  from  heaven  he  fufieied  exile. 
Long  were  to  tell  each  other  lovely  fit. 
Now  like  a  Lyon,  hunting  after  fpoil. 
Now  like  a  Stag,  now  like  a  Falcon  flit : 

AU  which  in  diat  fair  arras  was  moft  lively  writ. 

Next  unto  him  was  Neptune  piftured. 
In  his  divine  refemblance  wondrous  like : 
His  face  was  rugged,  and  his  hoary  head 
Dropped  with  brackiih  dew  \  his  three- fbrkt  pike 
He  itornly  Ihobk,  and  therewith  fierce  did  fthke 
I'he  raging  billows,  that  on  every  fide 
They  trembling  ftood,  and  made  a  long  broad  dike. 
That  fa»  fwift  charet  might  have  pallage  wide, 

Which  four  great  Hifpodames  did  draw  in  team-wife  tide. 

His  fea-hories  did  Hctia  to  fiiort  amain. 

And  from  their  nofetbhlls  blow  the  briny  ftrcam. 
That  made  the  fparklihg  waves  to  finoke  again. 
And  flame  with  gold :  but  the  white  foamy  cream 
Did  (hine  with  filver,  and  ftioot  forth  his  beam.^« 
The  God  himfelf  did  penfive  feem  and  fad. 
And  hung  adown  his  bead,  as  he  did  dream : 
For  privy  love  his  breaft  cmpierced  had  ; 

Ne  ought,  but  dear  Bifahis^  ay  could  make  him  glad.. 

-  XLIl. 

He  loved  eke  IpUmedia  dear, 
And  ^olus  fair  daughter  Jrne  hight ; 
For  whom  he  turnM  htmielf  into  a  Stear, 
And  fed  on  fodder,  to  beguile  her  fight. 
Alfo  to  ma  Deucalians  dsaxQhxcr  bright. 
He  turned  himfelf  inco  a  Dolphin  fair ; 
And  like  a  winged  horfe  he  took  bis  flight. 
To  fnakv-lock  Medufa  t6  repair. 

On  whom  he  got  fair  Begafus^,  that  flitte;h  in  the  air. 
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XLIII. 
Next  Saturn  was,  (but  who  would  ever  ween. 
That  fuUcn  Saturn  ever  wecri'd  to  love  ? 
Yet  Love  is  fullen,  and  &/i^ni-like  feen. 
As  he  did  for  Erigone  it  prove  )   • 
That  to  a  Centaur  did  himfcif  tranfmovc. 
So  prov'd  it  eke  that  gracious  God  of  wine, 
When  for  to  compafs  Pbilliras  hard  love. 
He  turn'd  himfeli  into  a  fruitful  vine. 
And  into  her  fair  bofom  made  his  grapes  decline. 

XLIV. 
Long  were  to  tell  the  amorous  aflays. 

And  gentle  pangs,  with  which  he  maked  meek 
The  mighty  Marj^  to  learn  his  wanton  plays  : 
How  oft  for  Fenusy  and  bow  often  eke 
For  many  other  nymphs  he  fore  did  fhriek ; 
With  womanifh  tears,  and  with  unwarlike  fmarts. 
Privily  moiftening  his  horrid  cheek. 
There  was  he' painted  full  of  burning  darts. 
And  many  wide  wounds  lanced  through  his  inner  parts. 

XLV, 
Ne  did  he  fpare  (fo  cruel  was  the  ElO 

His  own  dear  mother  (ah  why  ftiould  he  fo  \) 
Nc  did  he  fpare  fometime  to  prick  himfelf. 
That  he  might  tafte  the  fweet-confuming  woe. 
Which  he  had  wrought,  to  many  others  moe. 
But  to  declare  the  mournful  tragedies. 
And  fpoil's,  wherewith  he  all  the  ground  did  ftrow. 
More  eath  to  number  with  how  many  eyes 
High  heaven  beholds  fad  Lovers  nightly  thieveries. 

XLVL 
Kings,  Queens,  Lords,  Ladies,  Knights,  and  Damzcls 
Were  hcapt  together  with  the  vulgar  fort,         [gentf 
And  mingled  with  the  rafcal  rablement. 
Without  refpefl:  of  perfon  or  of  port. 
To  ihcw  Dan  Cupids  powre  and  great  effort : 
And  round  about,  a  border  was  entrail'd 
Of  broken  bows  and  arrows  fhiver'd  (hort, 
And  a  long  bloody  river  through  them  raird. 
So  lively  and  fo  like,  that  living  fenfe  it  fail'd. 
Vol.  I.  K  k 
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XLVIL 

And  at  the  upper  end  of  that  fair,  room. 
There  was  an  altar  built  of  precious  ftpnei 
Of  paflin^  value,  and  a£  great  reoown,* 
On  which  there  ftood  an  Image  all  alone, 
0f  mafTy  gold,  which  with  his  own  light  ihooe; 
And  wings  it  had  with  fundry  colours  dight. 
More  (bndry  colours,  than  the  proud  Pavonif 
Bears  in  his  boafled  fan,  or  Jrh  bright,  [bright. 

When  ber  difcolour'd  bow  ihe  fpreads  through  heavea 

XLVIIL 

Blindfold  he  was,  and  in  his  cruel  fift     .    • 
A  morial:  bow  and  arrows  keen  did  hold. 
With  which  he  fhot  at  random,  when  him  lUt, 
Some  headed  with  fad.  lead,  fome  with  pure  gold  ( 
(Ah  man  beware,  how  thou  thofe  darts  behold.) 
A  wounded  Dragon  under  him  did  lie, 
Whofe  hideous  uil  his  left  foot  did  enfold. 
And  with  a  fhaft  was  fhot  through  either  eye. 

That  no  man  forth  might  draw,  ne  no  man  icaiedy. 

XLIX. 

And  underneath  his  feet  was  written  thus,    ' 
Unto  Ufe  ViSl9r  of  the  Gods  this  be : 
And  all  the  people  in  that  ample  houfe 
Did  to  that  image  bow  their  numble  knee. 
And  oft  committed  foul  idolatry. 
That  wondrous  fight  fair  Britomart  amazM, 
Ke  feeing  could  her  wonder  fatisfy. 
But  ever  more  and  more  upon  it  gaz'd. 

The  whiles  the  pai&ng  brightnefs  her  frail  fen£es  dazM. 

Tho  as  Ihe  backward  ca((  her  bufie  eve, 
.   To  fearch  each  fecrct  of  that  goodly  fled. 
Over  the  door  thus  written  fhe  did  fpy. 
Be  bold :  fhe  oft  and  oft  it  over- read. 
Yet  could  not  find  what  fence  it  figured : 
But  what  fo  were  therein  or  writ  or  me^nt. 
She  was  no  whit  thereby  difcouraged 
From  profecuting  of  her  firfl  intent. 
But  forward  with  bold  fteps  into  the  next  room  weat« 
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LI. 

Much  fairer  than  the  former,  was  that  room. 
And  richli^r  by  many  parts  arrayM : 
For  not  with  arras  m^^  io  pwiful  loom. 
But  with  pure  gfM^  '^  all  was  overlayd. 
Wrought  with  wild  aoticks,  which  their  follies  pkud^ 
In  the  rich  metaU  a$  they  living  were : 
A  thoufaod  monftrous  forms  therein  were  made. 
Such  as  falfe  Love  4oth  oft  upon  hi^  wear. 

For  Ltovt  in  thoufand  monftrous  forms  doth  oft  appear* 

And  all  about,  the  gliftring  walls  were  hong. 
With  warlike  fpoils,  and  with  vi&orious  preys 
Of  mighty  conquerouf^  and  captains  flrong. 
Which  were  whylome  captived  in  their  days 
To  cruel  love,  at^d  wrought  their  own  decays : 
Their  fwords  and  fpears  were  b(oke,aiKl  hauberques  rent, 
And  their  proud  girlonds  of  triumphant  bays 
Trodden  in  duft  with  fury  inlplent. 

To  Ihew  the  vidlors  might  and  mercilefs  intenti 

LIII. 

The  warlike  maid»  heholdiog  earrteftly 
The  goodly  ordinance  of  this  rich  place^ 
Did'gready  wonder,  ne  could  fatisry 
Her  greedy  eyes  with  gazing,  a  long  fpace  ♦• 
But  more  fhe  marvail'd,  that  no  foptiqgs  trace^ 
Nor  wight  appeared,  but  wakeful  emptinefs, 
And  folemn  filence  over  all  that  pl^ce  : 
Strange  thing  it  feem'd  that  aooe  was  to  pofiefs 

So  rich  purveyance,  ne  them  keep  with  carefulnefs* 

And  as  fhe  lookt  about,  (he  dqd  behold 
How  over  that  fame  door  W2^s  likewife  writ, 
Be  ioldj  Be  bold^  and  every  where  Be  bold ; 
That  much  (he  muz'd,  yet  could  not  conftrue  it 
By  any  ridling  fkili,  or  common  wic. 
At  laft  (he  fpide,  at  that  rooms  upper  eqd. 
Another  iron  door,  on  which  was  wric 
Be  not  too  bold  v  whereto  though  (he  did  bend 

Her  carncft  mind^  yet  wift  ^or  wh^t  it  might  inr^^^ 
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LV. 

Thus  there  fhc  waited  until  even-tide. 
Yet  living  creature  none  (he  faw  appear : 
And  now  fad  Ihadows  'gan  the  world  to  hide. 
From  mortal  view,  and  wrap  in  darknefs  drear  % 
Yet  n'ould  (he  doff  her  weary  arms,  for  .fear 
Of  fecret  danger,  ne  let  deep  opprefs 
Her  heavy  eyes  with  natures  burden  dear. 
But  drew  herfelf  afide  in  fickernefs. 

And  her  well-pointed  weapons  did  about  her  drels. 


CANTO    XIL 

f 

The  Majk  of  Cupid,  and  iV enchanted 

Chamber  are  difphyd^ 
Whence  Britomart  redeemes  fair 

Amoret,  tbroi^b  charms  decaf  d. 

L 

Tho  whenas  chearlefs  night  ycovred  had 
Fair  heaven  with  an  univerfal  cloud. 
That  every  wight,  difmay'd  with  darknefs  fad. 
In  filence  and  in  fleep  themfelves  did  Ihroud, 
She  heard  a  flirilling  trumpet  found  aloud. 
Sign  of  nigh  battle,  or  got  vi£tory  ; 
Nought  therewith  daunted  was  her  courage  proud. 
But  rather  ftirM  to  cfuel  enmity, 

Expeding  ever,  when  fome  foe  fhe  might  deFcry, 

11. 

With  that,  an  hideous  ftorm  of  wind  arofe. 
With  dreadful  thunder  and  lightning  atwixt. 
And  an  earth-quake,  as  if  it  ftreight  would  iooic 
The  worlds  foundations  from  his  centre  fixt , 
A  direful  ftench  of  fmoak  and  fulphur  mixt 
Enfu'd,  whofe  noyance  filPd  the  fearful  fted. 
From  the  fourth  hour  of  night  until  the  fixt ; 
Yet  the  bold  Britcnefs  was  nought  ydred. 

Though  much  emmov'd,  but  ftcdfaft  Aill  pcrfcvered. 
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III. 

All  fuddainly  a  ftormy  Svhirlwind  blew 
Throughout  the  houie,  that  clapped  every  dore : 
With  which,  that  iron  wicket  open  flew, 
A$  it  with  mighty  levers  had  been  tore : 
And  forth  iflli'd,  as  on  the  ready  flore 
Of  fome  theatre,  a  grave  perfonage. 
That  in  his  band  a  branch  of  Laurel  bore. 
With  comely  haviour  and  countenance  fage, 

Tclad  in  coftly  garments  fit  for  tragick  ftage» 

IV, 

Proceeding  to  the  midft,  he  ftill  did  ftand. 
As  if  in  mind  he  fomewhat  had  to  fay ; 
And  to  the  vulgar  beckning  with  his  hand. 
In  flgn  of  filence  as  to  hear  a  play, 
r  By  lively  a£bions  he  'gan  bewray 
Some  argument  of  matter  paflioned  ; 
Which  doen,  he  back  retired  foft  away ; 
And  pafling  by,  his  name  difcovered, 

Eafcy  on  his  robe  in  golden  letters  cyphered* 

V. 

The  noble  maid,  ftill  ftanding,  all  this  view'd, 
Anid  marvaird  at  his  ftrange  intendiment. 
With  that,  a  joyous  fellowftiip  ifTu'd 
Of  minftrels,  making  goodly  merriment. 
With  wanton  Bards,  and  rhimers  impudent  \ 
All  which  together  fung  full  chearfuUy 
.  A  lay  of  loves  delight,  with  fweet  concent : 
,  After  whom,  marcht  a  jolly  company. 

In  manner  of  a  mafk,  enranged  orderly. 

VI. 

The  whiles  a  moft  delicious  harmony. 

In  full  ftrange  notes  was  fweetly  heard  to  found. 

That  the  rare  fweetnefs  of  the  melody 

The  feeble  fenfes  wholly  did  confound. 

And  the  frail  foul  in  deep  delight  nigh  drown'd : 

And  when  it  ceaft  Ihrill  trumpets  loud  did  bray. 

That  their  report  did  far  away  rebound, 

And  when  they  ceaft,  it  'gan  again  to  play. 

The  whiles  the  malkers  marched  forth  ii  trim  array.  . 
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VHJ 

The  firft  was  Faniyj  like  a  hii}ely,4wjr/      . "  .• 
Of  rarfe  afpcft,  and  bctutj  ivltfcout  peer  ; 
Matchable.xithcr  tx>  tlrat  imp  of  9r(^,  . 
Whom  Jcve  did  love,  and  chofc  hifc  cup'M.beir^ 
Or  that  fame  dainty  Lad,  which  M*ts  fe  dear  ' 
To  great  Alcides^  that  whcnas  he  dy'd^      ■ 
He  wailed  wbtnan-lflce  with  mkn]^  a  ttar, 
And  every  wood  and  every  valley  wide 
He  filled  with  H;^  name ;  the  Nymphs  tMt^his  ctfS. 

VIII. 
His  garment  neidier  ^as  of  filk  nw  fay. 
But  painted  plumes,  in  goodly  order  d%ht, 
Like  as  the  fun-burnt  Indians  do  array 
Their  tawny  bodies,  in  their  proudeil  plight : ' 
As  thofe  fame  plumes^  fo  feem'd  he  vain  and  lig^> 
That  by  his  gate  might  cafiiy  appear; 
For  dill  he  far'd  as  dancing  in  delighc^ 
And  in  his  hand  a  wiildy  fi^n  did  bear. 
That  in  the  idle  air  he  mov'd  Hill  here  and  thcre# 

IX, 
And  him  befide  marcht  amorous  Be/ire^  ' 

Who  feem*d  of  riper  years  than  th'other  fwain  1 
Yet  was  that  other  fwain  this  elders  fire. 
And  gave  him  being,  common  to  them  twadn : 
His  garment  was  difguifed  very  vain. 
And  his  embroidred  bonnet  fat  awry  i 
Twixt  both  his  hands  few  fparks  he  clofe  cUd  ftraio. 
Which  ftill  he  blew,  and  kindled  bufily. 
That  foon  they  life  conceiv'd,  and  forth  in  flaoKS  did  fly. 

X. 
Next  after  him  went  Douif,  who  was  yclad 
In  a  difcolour'd  coat,  of  ftrange  difguife, 
I'hat  at  his  back  a  broad  capuccio  had. 
And  fleeves  dependant  Albanrfe-^k : 
He  lookt  aikew  with  his  miftniftfuU  eyes. 
And  nicejy  trode,  as  thorns  lay  in  his  way. 
Or  that  the  flore  to  Ihrink  he  did  avifc, 
And  on  a  broken  reed  he  ftill  did  ft  ay 
His  &eble  fteps,  which  ftirunk,when  hard  thereon  he  lay. 
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XL 

With  him  went  f>an^j  clgth'd  in  ragged  weed,  C 

Made  of  Sears  fkixi,  that  him  more  dreadfull  made ; 
Yet  his  owa  &ce  was  dreadfb],  ne  did  need 
Strange. horrour,  to  deform  bk  griefly  Ihade^ 
A  net  in  th'pne  hand,  and  a  rufly  blade 
In  th'other  was :  this  mifchiefy  that  mifhap ; 
Widtt  th'dne  his  foes  he  threatned  to  invade. 
With  th'other  rhe  \m  friends  meant  to  enwrap  v 

For  whom .tieomld  not  kiU,  he  praftiz'd  to  entrap ^ 

XII. 

Next  him  w»iFt»,  all  armM  fram  top  to  toe,  J 

Yet  thought  himfelf  not  fafe  enough  thereby. 
But  f<^d  eadi  fliadbvr  moving  to  and  fro : 
And  his  own:arai$  wiien  gKtterin&;  he  did  fpy. 
Or  clafliing  heaird,  be  faft  away  did  fly. 
As  afhes  paid  of  hue,  and  wingy  heeld ; 
AndreveppAore  on  Dai^r  fixt  his  eye^ 
Gainft  whool  he  always  bent  a  brazen  fhield. 

Which  his  righc  liand  unarmed  fearfully  did  wield. 

XIII. 

With  him  went  Hope  in  ranks  a  handfome  maid,^ 
Of  chearful  look,  and  lovely  to  behold  \ 
Infilken  famitrlhe  was  light  arrayd. 
And  her  fkir  locks  were  woven  up  in  gold  \ 
She  always  fmird,  and  in  her  hand  did  hold 
An  holy  water-fprinkle,  dipt  in  dew. 
With  which  Ibe  fprinkled  favours  manifold. 
On  whom  (he  lift,  and  did  great  liking  (hew ; 

Great  liking  uoto  many,  but  true  love  to  few. 

XIV. 

And  after  them  DiffemhUmce  and  SufpeSi ' 
Marcht  in  one  rank,  yet  an  unequal  pair  : 
For  (he  was  gentle  and  of  mild  afpeA, 
Courteous  to  all,  and  (eeming  debonair. 
Goodly  adorned,  and  exceeding  fair : 
Yet  was  that  all  but  painted,  and  purloind. 
And  her  bright  brows  were  deckt  with  borrow'd  hair. 
Her  deeds  were  forged,  and  her  words  faife  coind. 

And  always  in  her  hand  two  clews  of  filk  (he  twind. 
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XV. 

But  he  \^^as  foifl,  ill-favoured,  an4  grim^ 
:  Under  his  eye-brows  looking  ftilTafcaaces 
And  ever  as  Dijfemblance  laughc  on  him» 
He  lour'd  on  her  with  dangerous  eye-giance  ; 
Shewing  his  nature  in  his  countenance ; 
His  rolling  eyes  did  never  reft  inplace. 
But  walkt  each  where,  for  fear  or  hid  mifchance, 
|iolding  a  lattice  ftill  before  his  face. 

Through  which  he  ftill  did  peepi  as  forward  he  did  pace. 

XVL 

Next  him  wont  Griefs  and  Fury  matcht>y&iie^f 
Grief  zW  in  fable  forrowfully  clad,        i 
Down  hanging  his  dull  head  with  heavy  cheaft 
Yet  inly  being  more  than  feeming  fad : 
A  pair  of  pincers  in  his  hand  he  had. 
With  which  he  pinched  people  to  the  heart. 
That  from  thenceforth  a  wretched  life  they  lad. 
In  wilful  langour  and  confuming  fmart. 

Dying  each  day  with  inward  wounds  of  ck>lours  dart 

XVIL. 

But  Fury  was  full  ill  apparelled 

In  rags,  that  naked  nigh  flie  did  appear. 
With  ghaftly  looks  and  dreadful  drerihed ; 
For  from  her  back  her  garments  flie  did  tear. 
And  from  her  head  oft  rent  her  fnarled  hair: 
In  her  right  hand  a  fire-brand  fhe  did  tola 
About  her  head,  ftill  roaming  here  and  there  y 
As  a  difmayed  Deer  in  chace  cmboft. 

Forgetful  of  his  fafety,  hath  his  right  way  loft* 

XVIU. 

jAfter  ihem,  went  Dijpleafure  and  Plea/ana  ; 
He  looking  lumpifli  and  full  fullen  fad. 
And  hanging  down  his  heavy  countenance  i 
She  chearful  frelh  and  full  of  joyance  glad. 
As  if  no  forrow  fhe  ne  felt,  ne  drad ; 
That  evil  matched  pair  they  feem*d  to  be  : 
*An  angry  Wafp  th'  one  in  a  vial  had  : 
Th*othcr  in  hers  an  hony-lady  Bee ; 

trhus  marched  thelc  fix  couples  fonh  in  fair  degree. 
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XIX. 

After  all  thde,  diere  marckt  a  mod  fair  Dadie^ 
Led  of  two  grifliie  villains,  th'  one  Defp^ht^ 
The  other  eleped  Cruelty  by  name : 
She  doleful  Lady^  like  a  dreary  fpi%ht, ' 
•  Caird  by  ftrong  charms  cnit  of  eternal  n^^ 
Had  deaths  own  image  figured  in  her  face^ 
Full  of  fad  figns,  fearful  to  living  fight ; 
Yet  in  that  horrour  Ihew'd  a  feem]y  grace,' 

And  with  her.  feeble  feet  did  move  a  comely  pace."  J 


Her  breaft  all  naked,  as  neat  ivory. 
Without  adorn  of  epld  or  filver  bright. 
Wherewith  the  craftsman  wonts  it  beautifies 
Of  her  due  honour  was  defpoiled  quight. 
And  a  wide  wound  therein  (O  rueful  fight?) 
.  Entrenched  deep  with  knife  accurfed  keen. 
Yet  frefhly  bleeding  forth  her  faindng  fpright 
(The  work  of  cruel  hand)  was  to  be  teen. 

That  dy'd  in  fanguine  red  her  fkin  all  fnowy  deatu' 

XXL 

At  that  wide  orifice,  her  trembling  heart 
Was  drawn  forth,  and  in  filver  bafin  layd. 
Quite  through  transfixed  with  a  deadly  dait. 
And  in  her  blood  yet  {teaming  freih  embay'd : 
And  thofe  two  villains  which  her  fleps  upftayd. 
When  het  weak  feet  could  fcarcely  her  fuftain^ 
And  fading  vital  powers  'gan  to  fade. 
Her  forward  fUll  with  torture  did  conftrain. 

And  evermore  encreafed  her  confuming  pain. 

XXIL 

Next  after  her,  the  winged  God  himfelf 
Came  riding  on  a  Lyon  ravenous. 
Taught  to  obey  the  menage  of  chat  Elf^ 
That  man  and  beaft  with  powre  imperious 
Subdueth  to  his  kingdom  tyrannous : 
His  blindfold  eyes  he  bade  a  while  unbind. 
That  his  proud  fpoil  of  that  fame  dolorous 
Fair  Dame  he  might  behold  in  perfeft  kind ; 

Which  feen,  he  much  rejoyced  in  his  cruel  mind 


XXIIL 
Ofwhic^jfoK^praikiit  Irirofidf  tip<4iearii%  filgb. 
He  loq^fDUad  abMit  wth  ftera  idtfidam^ 
And  did  lurvey  hi$.%QpAyxoalpsmf  t-  r 
And  marlhjrififlg  tlic*«TU;ar(kr*d  jiu^   iJ 
With  iH)Kl  tHc  dara  whttb4m  righc  btttd  did  ftlralfr^ 
Full  drcftfolly. ftolhsfok'  tfiftt «U "didnodb^.   . 

That  al^-liit  ;nariy  itafriiil'did  tnakfid. :    •    . 

xxiy. 

Behind  him  was  RsprmAi  Refmttaulei.  8Mk$  i. 
Reproach  the  fir(C  S^hri^  mxi,  Kif€nti\ak!^mii^.. 

Reproach  iiS^if^Mi^  caniiefs,  aodnoktadi  • 

Shame  Icuir 'd|i  Repevkmce  fig^'d^.  /ZiyonD^d^id  icirid  ^ 
Reprotf€h  (harp  ftings^  iS^^^rs/^mf r  whipi  TOtwin^d,. ' 
A&ijn?^  burning  hfondriroit^  in  heriuuld  did  hodd  t 

All  three  to  eacb  Unlike,  yec  aUmadtia  doe  lAoakL.  J 

XXV. 

And  after  them  a  nide  confufibd  rbyt   .i 

Of  perfoifs  fi<)ckt9  whofe  nailaes  i$  havd  rta  read  : 
Emongft  <bem  was  Mm  Sfrif^^  and  j^<r  iboiic. 
Unquiet  Qire^  and  fond  Uf^hr^head^ 
Le^d  \£4/}  f?/"  7/01^,  and  Sirraw  feeming  dead, 
Jncqndanc  Change^  and  falfe  Difioyaltf^ 
Confuming  Rioiife^  and  guilty  Dread 
Of  heavenly  vengeance,  faiot  If^rmity^  i 

Vile  Povertyy  and  lafUy  I>^^/ifr  with  infamy* 

XXVL 

There  were  full  many  more  like  maladies^ 
Whofe  names  and  natures  I  no*te  readen  well ; 
So  many  more,  as  there  be  £intafies 
In  wavrtng.womens  wit,  chat  none  can  tell. 
Or  pains  in  Love,  or  puniibments  in  hell ; 
All  which  difguifed  marcht  in  masking  wife. 
About  the  chamber  by  that  Damczell, 
And  then  returned  (having  marched  thrice) 

Into  the  inner  room  from  whence  they  firft  dkl  rifr< 
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XX  vn. 

So  foon  as  they  urerc  in,  the  ddof  llWlglftWi^ 
Faft  locked,  driven  with  thdcHdrtttJ  blAl^    '"      , 
Which  firft  it  openM;  and  bore  a(M  Away,      '  ^  '{. 
Then  the  braire  maid,  which  ^tt  this  while  #at$|itift^ 
In  facret  (hade^  and  faw  both  firft  and  laft^ 
Iflued  forth,  and  went  unto  the  dore. 
To  enter  in^^  but  found  it  lock^  faft : 
In  vain  flie  tkooght  with  rigorous  uprore 
.  For  to  efibrce,  wben  channs  had  clofed  it  afore; 

XXVIII. 
Where  force  Aigbt  hot  avail,  there  fleights  and  art 
She  caft  to  m^  both  fit  for  hard  emprife ; 
Forthy,  from  that  4ai6e  lt>om  not  to  depart 
Tift  morrow  titxt,  (he  did  herfelf  avife. 
When  that  fanfie  maslk  again  (hould  fordi  arife; 
Th^ittorrow  next  appeared  with  joyous  chear, . 
Calling  men  to  thdr  daily  exercife; 
Then  fhe,  as  morrbw  frefh,  heifelf  did  rear 
Out  of  her  fecret  ftaod^  that  day  for  to  outwear; 

XXIX. 
All  that  day  ftte  outwore  in  wandering. 
And  gazing  on  that  chambers  ornament^ 
Till  that  again  the  fecond  evening 
Her  cover'd  with  her  fable  veftiment. 
Wherewith  the  world's  fair  beauty  (he  hath  blent  r 
Then  when  the  (econd  watch  was  almoft  paft. 
That  brazen  door  flew  open,  and  in  went 
Bold  Britomarty  as  (he  had  late  forecaft, 
I^either  of  idle  (hews^  nor  of  fal(e  charms  aghaft«  - 

XXX. 
So  foon  as  (he  was  ^ntred,  round  about 
She  caft  her  eyes,  to  iee  what  was  become 
Of  ail  thofe  perfohs,  which  (he  faw  without : 
But  lo,  they  (Iraight  were  VaniOit  all  and  fome^ 
Ne  living  wight  (he  (aw  in  all  that  room. 
Save  chat  fame  woeful  Lady;  both  whofe  hands 
Were  bounden  faft,  that  did  her  ill  become. 
And  her  fmall  waifl  girt  round  with  iron  bands. 
Unto  a  brazeo  piUour,  by  the  which  (he  ftands, 

4 


^        .THE  FAIRY  QIJEEN.  -  Book  IIT. 

XXXI- 

And  her  befpre,  ^vile  Enchaoter  fate. 
Figuring  ftrange  chara£ters  of  his  art : 
"With  living  blood  he  thofe  characters  wrote, 
preadfiilly  dropping  from  her  dying  heart, 

*   Seeminff  transfixed  with  a  cruel  dart ; 
And  affpcrforce  to  make  her  him  to  love. 
Ah !  who  can  love  the  worker  of  her  fmart  ?  - 
A  thoufand  charms  he  fornnerly  did  ptx>ve ; 

Yet  thoufand  charms  could  not  her  ftedf^  heart  remove 
-    '     '    '  XXXIL  . 

Soon  as  that  virgta^Knight  he  faw  in  fdace. 
His  vdcked  books  in  hafte  he  oveitt^rew. 
Not  csuring  his  long  labour^  to  jd^ace^ 
And  fiercely  running  to  that  lL.a^  true, 
A  murd'rous  knife  out  of  his  pocket  drew  ; 
The  which  he  thought,  for  villainom  defpigfat;. 
In  her  tormented  body  to  embhie : 
But  the  (tout  damzei  to  him  leaping  lights 

His  curfed  hand  withheld,  and  ipftiftercdhis  might. 

'  XXXIIL 

From  her,  to  whom  his  fury  fir  ft  he  meant. 
The  wicked  weapon  ralhly  he  did  wreft$ 
And  turning  to  her  felf  his  fell  intent, 
Unwares  it  ftrook  into  her  fnowy  cheft. 
That  little  drops  empurpled  h^r  fair  breaft. 
Exceeding  wroth  therewith  thevirgiagrew^ 
Albe  the  wound  were  nothing  deep  impreft. 
And  fiercely  forth  her  mortal  blade  fhe  drew. 

To  give  him  the  reward  for  fuch  vile  outrage  due. 

XXXIV. 

So  mightily  fhe  fmote  him,  that  to  ground 

He  fell  half  dead  ;  nextftroke  him  ihould  have  flain^ 

Had  not  the  Lady  which  by  him  ftood  bounds 

Dernly  unto  her  called  to  abftain. 

From  doing  him  to  dye.    For  elfe  her  pain 

Should  be  remedilefs,  fith  none  but  he. 

Which  wrought  it^  could  the  fame  recure  again.' 

Therewith  j(he  ftaid  her  hand  loth  ftaid  to  be ; 

For  life  fhe  him  envy'd,  and  long'd  revenge  to  foe  & 
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XXXV. 
And  to  him  faid.  Thou  wicked  man,  whofe  meed 
For  fo  huge  mifchief,  and  vile  villany. 
Is  death,  or  if  that  ought  do  death  exceed. 
Be  fure  that  nought  may  fave  thee  from  to  dye. 
But  if  that  thou  this  Dame  do  prefently 
Reftore  unto  her  health  and  former  ftate  ; 
This  doc  and  live,  elfe  dye  undoubtedly. 
He  glad  of  life,  that  lookt  for  death  but  late. 
Did  yield  himfelf  right  willing  to  prolong  his  date* 

XXXVI. 
And  rifing  up  *gan  ftreight  to  overlook 

Thofc  curfed  leaves,  his  charms  back  to  reverfe  ; 
Full  dreadful  things  out  of  that  baleful  book 
He  read  and  meafur'd  many  a  fad  verfe. 
That  horrour  gan  the  virgins  heart  to  pierfe. 
And  her  fair  locks  up-ftared  ftifFon  end, 
Hearing  him  thofe  fame  bloody  lines  rchearfe ; 
And  all  the  while  he  read,  fhe  did  extend 
Her  fword  high  over  him,  if  ought  he  did  offend. 

XXXVIl. 
Anon  (he  'gan  perceive  the  houfe  to  quake. 
And  all  the  doors  to  rattle  round  about ; 
Yet  all  that  did  not  her  difmayed  make. 
Nor  flack  her  threatful  hand  for  dangers  doubt : 
But  ftill  with  ftedfafl:  eye  and  courage  flout 
Abode,  to  weet  what  end  would  come  of  all. 
At  laft,  that  mighty  chain,  which  round  about 
Her  tender  waift  was  wound,  adown  'gan  fall. 
And  that  great  brazen  pillour  broke  in  pieces  fmalK 

XXXVIII. 
The  cruel  fleel  which  thriird  her  dying  heart. 
Fell  foftly  forth,  as  of  his  own  accord : 
And  the  wide  wound,  which  lately  did  difpart 
Her  bleeding  breaft,  and  riven  bowels  gor'd. 
Was  clofcd  up,  as  it  had  not  been  bor*d : 
And  every  part  to  fafety  full  found. 
As  fhe  were  never  hurt,  was  foon  reflor'd. 
Tho  when  fhe  felt  herfelf  to  be  unbound. 
And  perfeft  whole,  proftratc  fhe  fell  unto  the  ground  : 
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XXXIX. 

Befoie  fair  Britomarty  fhe  fell  proftrate^ 
Saying ;  Ah  noble  Knightt  what  worthy  meed 
Can  vrretched  Lady,  quit  from  woeful  ftatc. 
Yield  you  in  lieu  of  this  your  gracious  deed  ? 
Your  vertue  felf  her  own  reward  (hall  breed. 
Even  immortal  praiie,  and  glory  wide. 
Which  I  your  vailaU  by  your  prowefs  freed. 
Shall  through  the  world  make  to  be  notify'd. 

And  goodly  well  advance,  that  goodly  well  was  try*d« 

xLJLf* 

But  Britomarty  upreariog  her  from  ground, 
S^id,  gentle  Dame,  reward  enough  I  ween 
For  ms^ny  labours  more  than  I  have  found. 
This,  that  in  fafety  now  I  have  you  feen. 
And  means  of  your  deliverance  have  been : 
Henceforth  fair  Lady  comfort  to  you  take. 
And  put  away  remembrance  of  late  teen ; 
Inftead  thereof  know,  that  your. loving  make 

Hath  no  lefs  grief  endured  for  your  gentle  fake. 

She  much  was  cheard  to  hear  him  mentioned. 
Whom  of  all  living  wights  flie  loved  beflr. 
Then  laid  the  noble  championefs  ftrong  hond 
Upon  th'  Enchanter,  which  had  her  diftrcfb 
So  fore,  and  with  foul  outrages  oppreft : 
With  that.great  chain,  wherewith  not  long  ygo 
He  bound  that  Lady  prifoner,  now  releaft* 
Himfelf  fhe  bound,  more  worthy  to  be  fo. 

And  captive  with  her  led  to  wretchednels  and  woe« 

XLII. 

Returning  back,  tbofe  goodly  rooms,  which  erfl: 
She  faw  fo  rich  and  royally  array'd, 
Now  vaniQjt  utterly,  and  clean  fubverft 
She  found,  and  all  their  glory  quite  decayed. 
That  fight  of  fuch  a  change  her  much  difmay'd. 
Thence  forth  defcending  to  that  perlous  porch, 
Thoie  dreadful  flames  ihe  alfo  found  delay 'd. 
And  quenched  quite,  like  a  confumcd 'torch. 

That  erft  all  entreis  wont  fo  crudily  tp  fcorch. 
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XLIIL 

More  eafie  iflue  now,  than  entrance  late 

She  found ;  for  now  that  feigned  dreadful  flame. 
Which  choakt  the  porch  of  that  enchanted  gate. 
And  paflage  barr'd  to  all  that  thither  came. 
Was  vaniQit  quite,  as  it  were  not  the  fame. 
And  gave  her  leave  at  pleafure  forth  to  pafs, 
Th'Enchanter  felf,  which  all  that  fraud  did  frame;, 
To  have  efforft  the  love  of  that  fair  Lafs, 

Seeing  his  work  now  wafted,  deep  engrievcd  was* 

XLIV. 

But  when  the  Viftorefs  arrived  there. 
Where  late  fhe  left  the  penfive  Scudamour^ 
With  her  own  trufty  Squire,  both  full  of  fear. 
Neither  of  them  fhe  found  where  Ihe  them  lore: 
Thereat  her  noble  heart  was  ftonilht  fore  ; 
But  moft,  fair  AmoreU  whofe  gentle  fpright 
Now  *gan  to  feed  on  hope,  which  fhe  before 
Conteived  had,  to  fee  her  own  dear  Knight, 

Being  thereof  beguird  was  fiU'd  with  new  affrights 

XLV. 

But  he  fad  man,  when  he  had  long  in  dreed 
Awaited  there  for  Britomarts  return. 
Yet  faw  her  not  nor  fign  of  her  good  fpeed. 
His  expedhition  to  defpair  did  turn, 
Mifdeeming  fare  that  her  thofe  flames  did  burn ; 
And  therefore  *gan  advize  with  her  old  Squire, 
Who  her  dear  nourflings  lofs  no  lefs  did  mourn. 
Thence  to  depart  for  further  aid  t*inquire : 

Where  let  them  wend  at  will,  whilft  here  I  do  refpire* 


End  of  the  First  Volume. 
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